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INTRODUCTION:

We now enter the closing chapter of our epistle. Like the concluding

chapters of all of Pgul's writing, this chapter closes with exhortatigns

to the performance of various duties. These last words, which he has to
offer to these Hebrews, are yery.prackical and they are very essential

qualities that ought to be in the Christian life. These ipjunctiess and

igstructioms are based upon the tgachings that have preceeded. He has
brought the revelation to them - and Ggd has spokep. Man has heard. And

now he proceeded to unfold in these last words a real challenge.

I think we can dividethe chapter into éé;xuhauuu:hmmg. The virtues of
the Christian life - V. 1~6. Second, the duties of the Christian life -

V. 6-18. Third, the benediction for all time.

I. THE VIRTUES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE -
e

These marks or virtues which he gives here are very practical.

First,| brotherly love]7 Let brotherly loye continue ~_¥A:z> Man was

orginally cregted to love. And love was dggigned to be the master :affection

of his soul. We are to lnxa_;hg_&ggg, our God, with all our heart and when

we direct this tnma;d_xnm,s_i;_ig_gallggéégggig9. But when it is directed
to Christians, members of the hggﬁghgld_gﬁ_gg;%;, it is to be a partaker of

a similar friendship. Genuine Christians may be loved by us. We may love

them because they are our c¢hildren, our Qé;gggs, our cempani?ps in life.

That we may love them on account of certain qggliesgs of which they are indebted
to us in religion. And this is a particular relation here which we have with

God. We have a covenant with the Lord Jesus Christ and it is a distinguishing
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trait. Love to the h;ethrgg is an Qvidence?that we have passed from dg}th

unto life, according to the Scriptures. And if you respect and love men for
/

their love and zeal for God, it shows that we also 1°¥‘§- the cause qQf God.

This resembles God in holiness. And this is a safe and an.gasy . of Christian

character. Hereby we know that we have passed from degth unto life. Because we

love the brethren. If a man say, I love God and hateth his brother, he is 1}'.ar.
'-—-—-7

Now brotherly itself in various E%;S It will lead to(p;.a%r

7,
the brethren. It will enable you to( bear:one another's burdens by assisting and

relieving each other. It will make yéu/éqrbearingand forgiving. Now in this
early church it was easy for them to go heresay hunting. And try to track down
those that were herotics and those who had gone asil_:;ay from the faith and be
very unsympathetic.with those people who had failed them. But the very necessity
of loyalty in the midst of this hostile world was something they could not over-

look. They had to{ 5, but they also were supposed to have

¢e
this love. BWand hog plggsant it is for brethren to dwell together

in unity. It is like the precious ointmwent ypon the_head that ran dqumn upon the

beard, evep Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments. As_the

dew from Herman, and_the dew that descends upon the mouptains of Zion.
—— o a——— A . — - - —

Brethren, brotherl 1oveé>revents)a thousand evils. Newort you
e
to cultivate brotherly love. If we would only have brotherly love, for each other,

how much better it would be. How much more of Heaven might we have here on earth.

The exhortation is love one another.

\ / Lo Second,/-lr‘xospitality.‘7Be not forgetful to entertain st;jngers. At that
v w——

time multitudes were driven too and fro in the earth and they had to receive
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lodging and entertainment, was given to these wanders and the Christians of
—— w—-—-——
all times were people who had a_park andfa virtue\ for giving hospitality. There

were some who were poor and they would throw open their doors to entertain these

strangers. Every man who has a house to sleep in may be benevolent to strangers.

Now when I speak of hospitality - I mean somethin@ from the idea
7

which opens one's house to festive parties made up of acquaintances from the
pe Qus P Nkt

immediate neighborhood. Something different from the enjoyments of social g,oard.

I mean kindness to strangers -~ in the proper sense of the word. That as such,

theyMuppn you by virtue of any intimate acquaintance or gelationship.

7/
Thereby some have entgredQengels Zun%es.( Abraham énd Lot th®s took in

strangers to share in their lggspifality. And so it turned out that these guests

were@nw: y Sent to them on an errand of love. So this was an
» J

honor.

1‘ owes the conversion of a_child to the influence of a pious
" [ AN [ e——_ oy

strangey in his family. That is, many times, in bw - Christian people

open their homes to- who travel, who visited. And it was a blessing.to

the whole famijly. Make it a point never to turn s{rangers frgm your door -

entertain him, 'I'heho left poor Lazarus to perish at his _gate, well
- ‘_-_ﬁ R

m——_
might have been blessed had he taken him in and entgrtained him.

h-—-?

It surely was better for the Christian to entertain a strange Christian
than for him to have to go to one of the(public inns)where the atmosphere was
impossible. He had in mind here when the a&g/e_Lgame to Abraham, to tell of

the comirig of a son, and he entertained him.

v. - He urges them to remember those or have sympathy for those who are in
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trouble. It is here that we_see that the Christiap.chuxeh in the qarliest days

aﬁuiilg_gsig. It often happened that some Christian may have landed iq_nxisgp.

Maybe for his faith, or perhaps for a debt, or because he was poor. It was then
—-—7 _-’
that the Christian church went into action. History tells us that if they heard
of one of their number intp{iggn or in distress, for the.sake.of their Christ's
name - they all rendered aid in his necegsity. And if he can be redeemed - they

set him free.

It is said of when he was young, that hg went to the jay,s‘ to those

who were condemmed - and even accompanied them to their death. Sometimes Christians
were condemmed in the minds - like those who are sent to Siberia today. But the
Christians sought out the other Christians and try to assist them. Those in bondage
of sin and those in civil bondage, and those under sq&ig;whanéage -~ and God had
entrusted to the Christians several talents - varied talents. And to some he had
given money, others were given influence. And they were to share this with the

fellow soldiers. This was one of the virtues - hospitality.

3 -
&,w This was a_virtue that he upholds here. The

marriage bond was to be uniyersally respected.

Now there were those who taught that men should not_marry. They should live

a separate life in a monastary.

And second, there were those who were always liable totwelapse into

immorality - into adultrous living, impurity, and unnatural vice.

Now this is a good subject for a discussion here - and of course this is
a text within itself. We will not have time to give treatment to it. DBut I

e instituted in

-

can merely comment on it. Fhat



Paradise when man was first placed upon the earth. And God cnggggd_a_igma%;.
ety
Oqg_g%n and gggﬂmnmip for 1life. One of each sex - and man should have only one

wi/fe and woman shall have only one hushand. And so, thin

equal portions of yﬁles and feﬁ?les. Allowing QEELEi}e %g?e for every 12 -

—
for increased exposure to accidepts and death.

Marriage is a civil and a religious contract and it assist public morality.
k g civil Ligioys contra P y

It is not a temporary but a permanent engagement. And it is not to be altered
k—-———"?

by man. says whosoever shall put away his wife except for fornication
n._-_—-?

and shall marry another commits adultery.

So there are qualification for marriage. T think first there is the pggh;hi;isp
Vd
of marriage between persons who are related to each other in blood. That is the

physical and mi?tal degeneracy which follows. In the 2nd to the 3rd generation

is lamentable.

It is required that a pure mutual affection between the two people be under

/

taken and this not be on the level of beasts.

G

who are of age defined by the civil l8w. The reasons for this are that minors

do not have kngwledge epnough to make selections and do not have wisdom enough

to undertake the management of a fapily.
[ |

A third thing about marriage is that it to be of proper ase, by persons

Now these duties that married people solomonly swear before the hggrt—searching
God - they promise the marriage vow. They are married in the eyes of the EEE*/

and they are married in the sight of God

—

Now our text declares here that marria and it is honorable for

various reasons.
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First, because of the institution - the {tfwo) institutions now in existence

which date way bgck innd ion, (Marriage and the Sabbath 9
andw before the Sabbath. It's the oldest institution in the

world.

Marriage is also honorable because it is the typical reference of the union

of (Christ with his churcE)

It is a divine institution and he and all wisdom founded it. It is just, it

is right, it is good. And it wasgood for man to be alone. So was given
p——, ( p- "

—

a wife.

It is also honorable because it brings comfort, hap_Li_rLgés, and security.
~n—-—_7

Some have suffered, because of contracting marriage contrary to the laws of

nature‘, andl 1;1:: }awoi %E‘Eyelatlon. 7 W‘V‘vﬂ M B 2 M"”L‘ \,‘)74;/2 F.,,F .
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2 ils that disregard the marriage insti-

tution. Those that he mentions - ludeness which is \E‘ce. And that produces

other horrible crimes. The ordinary course of things for impurity he says,

is the gwmr_h&j_%n. And this leads to the road to H,g;,. He designates the

term adulter\'l which a sufferer can receive this side of the grave. The vast

combi i f sufferdngs leaves a train of mourners. Tegrs st;g/gm which no

hand can wipe away. And there are groans than no comfo;;er cgn brin ce.

And there is anguish for which there is no bomb of Giléad that can smoothe.

‘/ ij the virtue E:conten;ment ) V@ The Christian must be free from

the love of money. He must be content with what he has. And why should he not
”7&
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be for he possesses the continual presence of God. Joshua 1:5 - Psalm 118:6.
He shows that the man of God needs nothing more because he has with him the
presence and the help of God. Nothing that man can give him, no gift that earthly

ambition can take from life can improve on that.

@ ays, once I have

be content. In the various walks of life, this is a fixed belief of the reality

of God's government. No man can be content who does nbté%ﬂég§§:§§:§§§:§§§$&%§&59,

tion of God in h < } ggﬂbiva

arned that in yhatsoever state T am - there with to

Contentment involves q_humhlg_hgg; that we are interested in the divine favor.
It is a feeling that we are really interested in the great scheme of salvation.
And it is our duty to count these unworthy of the mercies of God, that come to
us daily. They are directed to us for enjoyment. And this is an abundant sign
and reason. Why Christians may be content - for he (God) has said, T will never
leawe thee nor forsake thee. So the Lord is my helper and I will not fear what

man shall do unto me. If God be for us - who can be against us.

II. DUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE - V. @
A g,

m
/-
First, duties toyard} rulers X V. The Christians are to remember their

teiiggrs. They are to remember the instruEtions of their teachers and remember

that God gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors, and
" s Snacreame

some teachers for the perfecting of the saints. For the work of the ministry.

For the edifying of the body ofilhaigt.

Therefore, your duty is to remember these spiritual instructors - to follow

2™\

their example of faith.
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The real leader of the church preachesg Chrigt, and therefore brings men

to Christ. It is not to himself that he draws attention but to the person

of Jesus.

nh;\g tells the story about a schgol boy who decided to enter

‘the mipiessy. He was asked when he come to that decision. He said, that he

had come to it after he had hegrd a sermon in his school chapel. He was asked

the name of the preacher - his answer was that he did not remember.the.preacher's
naue. All he knew was that that preachex.bad shown.hip Jesus. The
real preacher is to shew gpen.nothing b

of the

. And the Christian preachers
in this country for the nosk.paxdh are pious and devoted and evangelical men who
love God. Who lowve his cause and who love to wgg_gguls. And who have had an
experience in their own soul. If their holy footsteps - their Godly example are

to be followed - they should be remembered.

We ought to remember our instructors and those who have tggg%f and sypport

them with our Ezgx%5§ - like

hands of Christian ministers often b

them up.

interceding for Israel against Amalek., The

come heavy and droop. Aaron and Hur stayeg

und it ippoxtant to call upon the churches to repmember him in prayer.

To give him assistance. Cold jndifference often slgﬂg the p;ggghgx;down. There

are those who have little sympathy for a leader. Little do they think of the

7
(over—whelmlng burgee)whlch rests_upon his hands. Chq;sfians, neey” for your

ministers. Not only a man - but men that are éEgg%ngﬂ;h_;hg_gaxgﬁni_sng}s9
ﬁEEEZAEHLJnuaal.ia-p:axgx, be patient for them _ gs men of temporal wants -~ like
other men. 'ﬂgﬁ;gﬁ;&;jhﬂﬂﬁﬂlﬁﬂﬁ-jp as they do for the work of Christ. They
cappot purgue any worldly egglg%gent. They are e&Ei;glx_danggg%;t upon the

church as a means of life. It is altogether right that they should - for God

commanded they that preach the Gospel, should live by the Gospel.
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The rWr lives in the fgi%h and thereby tries to bring men to

Christ. And the real leader djies in .Lq.;zayy. He shw%ve - he

demonstrates it by.his Wty. Thereby the leader leaves to those who

come after him, an example and an insgirgt";‘?. It is a good thing to know and
always to keep turning over in the mind, the things which were done of old by

the disciples, the prophets, and the preachers. They lived with virtue.

Z Unchangeable Christians7 V. 8-9.

Jesus Christ, the same yestergay, today, and forever. Here is an

ultimate statement - there can be no change because he is changeless. Referring

to him today, yesterday, or tomorrow - he is forever going to be the same.

--. @ changes us. You taken years ago hanging on the walls of your

home, is a s_a_@_gws.t of your present self. Your eyeg flashed, your hair was
eranocs

thick, there was no streaks of gray and narks on_the..face.

0f course, this makes no effect on who said —Ml. The changeless
one@change us. We know people who are 1ikeéran§es one day and lemons )

the next. They just change to suit the situations.

Jesus is always the same.
—"

\@s change us. Men in poverty become wealthy. The butler who

had done so much for n, who Joseph had done so much for, forgot

him when he got back to the palace among new friends. But Jesus never changes.

I think what is implied here is that he is thc_a‘s—a’m_e__g;e;son - he is the same

one. Hebrews 1:12 - He lives, he is here.
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@— Be not carried about with diverse and strange. @Ll)ﬂ-&t

is ugghangeable,, should be courageous in your stand. It

may have been there was some false doctrines going_axgpnd, or false teachings

going around even in the church that day. And they knew all gbout it. And some

of them were in da lling for it. Now we may have similar conditions in

our own time. Once an established heart in the grace of God - that the air is
clear and you can see acyoss the water. And you can see the outline of the
Hegvenly coass. And these strange doctrines have bogthered the church all through
the ages. There are those who are caught up with one single aspect of truth,

and they distort this and they carry this to dangerous accesses. There is only
one foundation that never rocks or moves - one condition which never alters.

It is good to have the heart established with grace.

We must feed upon Christ.

He refers to the Jews who had their xigid food laws. They are

layed down in Lev. 12. All the worldknows that no Jew will eat pork. The Jew

believes that he could serve and please God by eating and not eating certain
foods. Possibly there are Christians in this church who were ready to abandon
the Christian freedom and liberty, and once again take on the yoke of Jewish rule

in the regulations about foods.

There were certain who had definite ideas about food. Because they

(Teeks)
believed in re-in

el] ofrnation. They believed that a man's soul passed from body

to body. And finally it merited release. And so, they turned to vegetables

and ate no meat.

There were people calleq’§;;££z§§<— whom we will study in the book of Col.
L

in Januvary. Who were much the same, They believed that matter was altogether bad.
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And that man must concentrate on spirit - which is altogether good. They cut
food to the bear minipum and gbstained.fxom.mear. There were a number of
Creeks who thought what they ate or refused to ‘eat — they were strengthened

in their spiritual life and releasing their souls.

But neither of these things seemsto fit in - this egatimg.and drinking was

something to do with the body of Jesus. The writer here goes back to the

regulations on the day of atgopement—ahaut the body of the bullock which was

offered for sin. The body of the .eoat which was offered for the sins of the
people. And was cqpsumed with fixe.in a place ogtside the camp. Lev. 16:27.
They were sin offerings and the point is - even if the worshippers had wished

to eat their flesh, they could not do so.

outside the gate. For as outside the citv wall of Jerusalem. And

the crucifixions were always carried out ouggide of town. Jesus too was the

Now the for him at this point is ~ caused @

sin offering for men and he follows that. Just as none could eat of the flesh

of the sin offering on the day of atonement - no one can eat of his flesh.

It may be a clue here - there! have been a little group in the church

who either had a sacrament or some common meal of cogpun&on - may have conse-

crated their food to Jesus. That in truthh\Fhey were Sating the body of
Christ.

They may have persuaded themselves that they had consecrated the food to

Christ and his body entered it.

Which was indeed what the religious Greeks believed about their gods. And
e,

often they made feasts for friends and for their gods within the temple - where

the sacrifice was made. And they believed that when they ate the meat and the
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sacrifice - the god to whom they sacrificed was in the meat and entered into

them.

V‘<:§>— Now Christ was crucified outside the gcate - he was exiled and

banished from men. He was reproached as a criminal. He was numbered among

the trapsgzessewss. The Hebrews see a picture and we have to sever ourselves
from the world. We have to submit to going out of the world's gate - we may
have to bear some reproach as Christ bore. The separation, the isolationm,

the humiliation, may come to the Christian as they come to Christ. The
Christian must be prepared to receive the same treatment that the master under-

went.

321:;>— Let us gg therefore without the camp bearing reproach.
AR ——- [oeiemiafier SR - g ¢ Ay

f//’éﬁafles Simenglpf Cambridge - at the beginning of his career as a minister,

he was faced with violent abuse and opgosition. And was being crushed. Te

turned to the word of God for direction. His eyes settled upon a passage and

ST T
t hey came out and found g_man of QXESEE - Simon, by name. Him they’éémgelled

77
to hear his crogs. The similarity of the name to his own, arrested him. And

he was moved to new courage. With the thought of his @ws_mﬂw

of Chxist. (gé}it is with all of @Ezyg_gzg reproached for the name of

Jesus — let us be happy.

This is the way it happened in the Old.lesiameant. It was not jto be popular

e preess e ey et et

alwqxg_fg/igl}ow Jesus.

}/ One day a Gan) { Dot was asked by.a friend -

if he did not enjoy his relationship with the other_men in the business. He
— .

replied - I am not close to any of my busizggg,a&sutia%es. Because they want
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to drink all the time. It seems that they are incapable of fellowship without

liquor. So, he was a cast-oyt - wit&out a camp. Now this is often the

psition of the who refuses to compromise with the world.

In there was a pretty girl by the name of Prisillia Livingston Stewart.

She had 1ovelz’gyes, golden hair, and was Igigh. She was popular beyond imagination.

She had no time for religion - in fact, she opposed it. And then one day she met

Christ and she became a very faithful digciple. The Salvation Afiny came to her
W e /
section of the country and she cast her lot with those people. They were déspised
and often mistreated, by stopes - bad tpmatoes, eggs. And Miss Stewart said
of my friends recagnized me_in_the street. An¥ all of the young mep who were
-
fond of me walked on the other side. MNow being a norma} girl - this was painful.
But God had other things in store for her because she later went as' a missionary

to China. And became the wife of the missionary, C. T. Studd.
W

None of my friends recognize me without the cagp bearing his reproach. What

do you say then when there are some in your friendships. These hristians

were wondering what they should do when they were gut Qoff from the old ties of

families and friends. And egcluded.fxom.the.tempde. What are you to do when you

are cast out because of Jesus. He says, let us go forth - therefore unto him.

Without the camp, bearing his reproach.

V. 15-18 He tells you how you can fulfill these duties of the Christian

1ife.

\/;:;st, he says offer cggtinual(;::;;25>— E‘l:::> Sacrifice.of praisa. to

God - continually giving thanks in his name. The ancient people argued that

a thank offering was more acceptable to God than a sin offering. But when a man
offered a sin offering - he was trying to get something out of God, forgiveness

for his sins. While a thank offering was the unconditional offering of the grateful
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heart. WNow the sacrifice of gratitude is a sacrifice for all kin and are

bound to bring this.

—- Offer a puhlic and glad confession of your faith in the name of
Christ. This offering of loyalty here -~ communicated he says, and forget
not this. Because this will please God. The Chyistian can.always offer a
life to _God. And d of the Cospel of Jesus Christ.

The Christian can offer as a sacrifice to God deads of kindness. And
sharing with his fellowmen - this is a point that the Jews well knew. The

sacrifices of the temple were at an end after They were no longer

possible for in that year the tem . VWhat was left. The
Rabbi taught that in these latter days when the temple ritgal was gone -
theology, pﬁgyer, pen%;gnce, the ggyéy of the law, and charity were sacrifice

still equivalent to the ancient ritual.

V-— He instructs them to be obgdi in prayer. That the

present leaders had duties to the congregation. And though the church was

a democracy - it was not a democracy run, mad. It must give obedience to

the leaders. The obedience was given not to gratify the leaders in a sense

of prestige. It was given to the end that they may have charge over lost
souls. The great joy of a leader, of any Christian fellowship, is to see those
who he leads established in the Christian way. The greatest sorry of a leader

of any Christian fellowship is to see those whom he leads getting further away

from God.

III. A BENEHEgglog EOR ALL TIME

Now we have discussed the virtues of a Christian life. V. 1-6. We have
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touched on the duties of the Christian life and now we come to this benediction

which was prenounced upon these Hebx;;ws, which is a benediction that will covex

aE time. Because in this benediction, Paul is committing the cause into the

hands of another. One that is higher above.

V.SZO—Zl > He draws a pw_gg_@i}d

Even though in the most troubled and distressing

situation - God can bring peace to men's souls. In any fellowship where there
is a division because men has forgotten God, if they will only lift up in
memory - God ~- his presence will bring back peace. When a man's mind and
heart is distracted and torn between the twg natures. If he would put it under

the contrel Cod - God will bring peace. It is Sonly’the God of peace that

will make us at peace with ourselves, at peace with each other, and peace with

himself.

God)is the ood of @\ it was the God who

dead. TMNow the love of God and the power of God are the only things which can

bring a man peace in life and triumph in death.

Cod 1is the@*e_k,\fh shows us}hi il aq_d_mﬁ? ug to do if. God never

gives us a task without giving us the

to do it. He sendsus out armed and

equipped with everything that we need.

-
Next, he follows in this benediction - a three-fold

(
Firsh@s—-&he great shephexd.@f~Fhel sheep) He pictures Jesus as a
. It is something that is very pgecig us. But strangely

enough, it is a picture that Paul never uses and the writer of the Hebrews

uses only here. There is a legend of which tells of Moses keeping sheep
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in Egypt on the dessert. And one sheep wandered away from the flock and

Moses patiently followed it -~ and found it drinking at a mountaim-stream.
Moses came upon it and put it upon his shoulder ~- so it was because you were

thirsty that you wandered away, said Moses. And without anger he toiled and
carried it home. And when God saw it he said, if this man Moses is so
compassionate to a straying sheep - he is the very man I want to lead my
people. A shepherd is one who is ready to give his life for his sheep. He
is one who bears with the foolishness of the sheep - he never stops loving

them. That is what Jesus does for us.

-

Second, Jegus is the one who established th And that is

to say - he made possible the new relationship between God and man. He is

the one who opeped.the.doan. He took the terror out and brought the love of

God to us.

Third, Jesus is the one who died to estghliw
open the way to God it cost him his life. WNow our new relationship to God

cost the blood of Jesug. He died to bring us life.

Now he finishes off this letter in ¥, 22m=dd« - with some pergonal greetings.

He says that he is sorry that the letter to the Hebrews is just about half the
length that he would have liked to have madeé it. In short, you can read this

letter in about an houg’and it will bring you great profit. It has a reference

- a4

to Timothy, who had been in prison for the sake of Christ. And it comes to
an end with a blessing. Telling of the grace of Christ which opens the way to

God.



