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LET ME SEE YOUR TONGUE

ACTS 5:4
I was thinking the other day about the matter offw )- for words are
wonderful thimgs.» They are asqég;;ijas the bees fresh honey - like the bees,
T Co / -
they have terrible stings.
‘ r » /)a.

help of a phyiiffan for the firsE/ﬁime. palf cloiéng my eyes, I can still see
this somewhat egggggg_geat&eman enter fhe room and watch him open his medicine
. a - LN e — ]
sitchel. Fascinated by the narrow g}i;§2§§25;es filled with multi-colored pills
' - 7~
that looked like candy - and of cou;éé vou anticipate that these are very
powerful. But how things were attered when he rudely took his fat thumb
- - 7
and presses down upon yvour ,£€hin, and says in a deep voice - that has a command
- - —
p A
to it. {iet me see your’ tongue. /
== N e
_ Now I cannot recall all of the dogctor's diagnosis, nor the color or the

taste of the pills he prescribed.

in my memory. And T think it is th

That has to do in the realm of phvsicdl ills.

! /Abé/ ‘:54{vﬂ47~' /o /fané %lﬁﬁ f;l%1/%117) C— _
BMn, Hone Copposotivn 3000 wordw =

With all of thls in mind, I hope tha«ﬁﬁEDw1ll not regard it ag a

presumption on my part when I ask you <:iét me see your tongui;> Is iﬁzﬁégly
c?isgd«~ coated with smut. And they show them too often and too easily -~

even in public, to foul the minds of others.

A little 'gfkggﬁgpman to pick a flower for her - which he did. She
A 2 Cmrrr T

looked at it, smelled it, and handed it to the‘ggg%and said (i%leasg},put it bac5}7
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This, of course, was an impossibilit};. As the flower cannot be returned
ety s o

to its stem - @ can_the spoken v‘zog}d ever be recalled to the lips.

angerous. Once they win their way, they are gone forever.

(Y’éi.i)m!a“}* be sorry and apologize for what you have said, hut the -damage is
4 7 -
done.
\'\ .
/_,6‘}( vyt~ MY e ‘(/ém,w/“l’%]"l" 53*%7 M%W«&»‘“

No wonder the Lord tells us i v. 2123 ~ Who so keepth his mouth and

his tongue, keepth his soul from trg@las.” Vhat lamentable troubles are wrought
= = 5 ~>
4

by an unruled tongue. It has wisely been said, a loose tongue gets itif owner

> — ~—

7
into many a tight place.!
R ST r——

-

s — /

- In(Z L:2N - Let no corrupt communication - that is worthless speech
7
proceed out of vour mouth. But that which is good, to the use of edifying,
“v

benefiting that it mav minister grace, blessings to the hearers. Here we

see

@ the negative and the positive of Christian speech. @the negative

standpoint, no worthless speech, should come from our lips. From the positive,
_ — —————2

the speech should be both a benefit and blessing to our hearers.
T i SWWWW ity s ey 2 S
. Lz
Now we might ponder,s God mean blwg It appears
from the Bible. And@tells us what he means.

7
think people are funny or peculiar toftalk to themselves:) And
7> — S

they use their tongue to quote words to themﬁves. of the way that you

re—act when you[meet?someone on the street, or you see someone in an automebile

7 7 R w‘_—7(

talking to himself.
-
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We are gpused at such antics. But when we Gtop to think of E:, we discover

that talk to ourselves/. at_one time or another. And that what we say

is quite important to us.

1ive in a world in which we are greatly influenced by the words of others.
i/ /

’gitter and hateful/wor:ls can do harm beyond measure. And words spoken rightly

and kindly can do endless good.

17
Someone has said ,a word fitlv spoken jis like an apple of gold, in a picture
> ( _ spoken_is gold, in a pf
of silver. The powerful(words pf great people in his have gripped men and

have wakened. They have also broken the drought of the soul and set life flowing.

‘ frien said, {your words have unhe/]d them who were stumbling) We are
S &

therefore cautioned to he careful, of what we say to others. TFor words have power

to(hurtor power to Power togy_er to make @.
Now@@mav to each other is import}nt < whaté we say to ourselvesg is

por———

eWant. In fact, that which we sayv is you.

Now there is aQ in the N stament. This is not our text but I want

to n@ with this by way of introduction. There was agwealthy farmey iwho

was successful, upright, and honorable, in everyway in _sgociety. We don't know

too much about his background or his family. But we know him by the way he_talked

to himself. UFe was fortunate enough to be in the position to reap a bumper crop.

In that case ,@_siegg_d__a_s_ij he would have said - God has been good. My workers

and fellow laborers have been faithful. T have more than I need - so I'11 give

to the poor.

Mbe said, T_will pull down my barns and build larger ones. And there
- 7/
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I will store my grain and my goods. And T will say to my soul, soul, you have
ample goods layed up for many years. Take your ease ~ eat, drink, and be merry.
PSS - S e gl n

Aqigéhtalkgd to hiqgglf:L he revealed that he was a moral fool and that he was

completely empty of any appreciation for a life of higher values.

o talked to herself. Life for her had been hard. She

came to the Springtime of 1i

and motherhood. She had some p

e

.\ have said, I'1ll give up and die but>ghe didn't.

ut spent it all trying to get well. She

She reasoned, I am sick hut T t dead., And faith teld her that J
she reasoned am u am not de ai 4 esus

< >~
pw for her. @said to her self,I only touch his garment>

T shall be made well. This is the kind of daring conversation each of us must

carry on with ourselves. This is the wayv to keep hope ive. This is the way

to lick our doubts. This is the way to look at vour tongue.

Think about tha He tqgked to himself and when he fqQund that

he was withog;ziri%nds, Q%E%?” and dignity - he looked at the sorry surroundings.

e thought about the comforts of his home,

'3

o
He began ajéonversation}with himgelf, Listen. I will arige and go to my
== 7 7 : ~

father. He continues to talk, He @Eiig)about the comfoxf;kand the privileges

of his home. Soon, he talked himself into the long journey back home. If you
/7 T )
really know how to talk with yourself, your prologue soon turns into a dialogue

with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life,

2 with a shameful disease. She had to forfeit marriage
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_

:QQ?//\%X Note our which tells us thaténania% used his tongue when he came
Qe ] JS———

" to the disciples and he brought the price of a piece of property that he had

b

sold - but he kept back some of it. And Ananias had conceived this thing in
p who had sold land and who had
brought the proceeds to the disciples. MHe and his(géggyconSpireg together

to sell their land, and to give part of it to the Lord's work. And they

his heart - he had the example of Barpa

pretended to give it all.

Butﬁggggssaid, Ananias(?&iihath Satan filled thy heart to lie to the
T rd

Holy Ghost. And to keep back part of the price of the land. ,

was it not in thine power. And after it was sold, was it not in thine own

st

power. Why has thou conceived this thing in thine heart. Thou hast not lied

unto men but unto God. \cts 5:3-4,
MmLo men ptudiish=s )
p—

Now the Jras Ananias and Sapphira died. And great fear came upon
! = - — <

et

the church. And the church learned on that occasion that it was possible for

a child of God, who should be growing into the fullness of Christ, to allow

Satan to fill his heart. The church of Christ and the fullness of Christ,
7 .

to allow Satan to fill his heart, in the Christian is the ideal.

is directly responsible for all the failings in the church of Christ, and all
Lrect v responstt 2 -

thatgis lackin%)in the life of the #ndividual Christian., God works by addition

and multiplication. And the Lord added unto the church daily such as should be

saved. @ pecializes in divi subtractions, and disruptions, and
2 e, T, o ma ..,_..-——-===—7-' .:—m.7.=

unity in the church. wants division and discord. a man finds Chris}/w

the Devil suffers a major set-back of knowing full well that he can never regain
€ SeLooask g g

—

the one that is lost to Christ if he cannot get him back -~ then he wants to see

that he will not mature. And the serpent deceives a man. As when Christ walked

upon this earth, he had conflicts with Satan.

frrtes

Ananias )sought to roh Cod, He lied to the Holy Spirit and @ is
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knowing full well that their action, if discovered, might destroy the fellowship

of the early church. And bring discord and envy, and jealousy. The \was
7 ’ D @

that it didn't divide the church but it brought about his own death. Now, in

this modern age, sin will take basically the same course. And always be attributed
to all of the evil of the Deyil. And it is tragically evident that the Devil

worked through Ananias and make various suggestions. And they were interested.

They prpbably'GE;;;£E>that giving everything to the dli;lple was rather

egg;eme and unbusinesslike, But they wanted to‘give)an impression and the Devil

that we had

-

insinuated that the world would endorse them. And so it

—( better be careful)about our tongues. Ananias walked down to the front of the
- M /

<a;£ar}and layed his moneg down and he thoug “that Eg;g%;was going to say, God
> .

blggg_zgp brotégf Ananias. Bu the preacher turned on him, with blazing

eyes 1Sﬁ§bhave you allowed Satén. to fill your heart and to cause you to lie to

the Holy Spirit. And to keep

back pay&»of the price of the land. Ananias was

CEEEPCR dumb% He could not sav a yord. MNow(how/did Peter kegy what he had done.

He thought that all he had to do was to fool a mere nﬁn. RBut here was @

reading his hegét. The answer was the(Holy Spirifiwas giving Peter the igsight.
* 7

Today men think if they can onlyrﬁool other men, everything is alright. So they

hide their sin from man and forget that God with his all seeing eye looks upon

everything whether it is done in the blackness of midnight, or whether it is done

I : 3 — \
in the brightness of mid-day. cannoour tongue to 1_:[?%, to st”e;a_l. to

. L
cheat G%d without Heaven calling you into account. Bg sure, vour sin will find
p———— 7 Sl

4
you out. Num. 32:23. The mills of Cod grind slggly but they grind exceedingly

small. Whatsoever a man soweth - that shall he also reap. Gal. 6:7. Pay day
‘ ay ca

—

may not come tomorrow or the next day, but just as sure as there is a God, pay day

will come.

Now(no}one was forcing Ananias to use his tongue in this way - to lie unto

man and unto God. Yo one pushed him into doing this. Peter didn't do this.
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And the

is, God's children often let the Devil in. They

st

have been saveg,but they will allow Christ to come in to redeem them -~ but when
the Devil knocks they want him to have a little bit of room in their hearts.

And while they are holding on to Christ. So

say anything., He trembled a few minutes, he fell ‘down dead. men
_______________————w e el Pl e

picked him ug and carried him out and buried Q%m. Wow they had not even a funeral
service, Now- did not kill Anapias. God did. And it was an awful thing for
et i - ——

his tongue to lie to the Holy Spirit. And the spirit comes to a man — convicts

him of sin. And the(ézgjkays, yes, I'1l surrendercté&:Christ. Now I'11l go and
— ~ 7
T'11l straighten out my sins. You answer, I'll do that tomoryow. And the next day

/ ——

you say, No, I'll keep that old hatred in my heg;t. Now the spirit of Cod tells

you to do certain things. And to help your church. But vou lie to the Holy

Spirit. The Holy Spirit says, go, and help this man in need. And tells you here
is somebody that needs help. You might be able to help him become a Christian.

But you never get around to doing it.

vlater Sapphi came in. She looked around - hex husband was not
‘ )13 ARRNLYS A Y

present. And she wanted to know what had happened. But they gave her no smile
/ 7

of approval. The cyrowd was silent. She did not understand. @eter)spoke to her.
~7 e = .

Did you sell the land for so much. Yes, that was the price. Peter then said to

her, you agreéd with your husband to lie, to the Holy Spirit. Your hushand is

dead and the young men that buried him are readv to bury you. She g!

fell down dead, and was carried out and buried by the side of Ananias. They had

been together in lying to the Holy Spirit.

Here was theﬁggﬁresult of a tragedy. That turned out God weeds out the weeds

from the flowers that grow. He must discipline the church. And of course, when

7~
they died, the result of the{tragedy}was more people were saved, and there was

greater growth in the church. Andégz;)came upon the church. The béliever said,




We-rust get right with Cod. We must speak the truth and tell the truth. Maybe

it will be good ~ for somehow God might judge us again. We notice that there

are hyprocrites in the che;ch - there are out-siders by the multitudes that need

to be added to the church, but when God works with mighty power ~ things really

happen.

The preacher had power to carry on many signs and many wonders -~ V{ 12.% People

truly were gathered in and were saved when this happened in the church,.

Now let us foxf I think as T think of these people

in the New Testament - I think there are that T see when I look at

their tongue. T see words of deprivity/ And second, I see words of deception.
B W

Third, I see words that are demoralizing, and damaging. 04¢;7"&4%77%&ww; el

I. WORDS OF DEPRIVITY

Now these words which Ananias spoke were corrupting words. They were debasing.
= / ‘—‘_—7

Words of deprivity.
-

Now @has to do with obscene and filthy stories, that are heard so

frequently around the office, in the shop, or in the school, It is the foul
e 7 —_—7

and course talk that comes from the lips of so many.

- 7,
had heen tainte%, by this sin. He cried out to Cod. é am undone

beacause I am a man of unclean lips. T dwell in the midst of a people with unclean
—— L

1ips>}yThe ord)gave Isaiah complete victory. And the once defiled lips were
e Y

transformed to proclaim God's message boldly.



Not only should a believg; in Christ resist immoral speaking, but he
-

should not give his time to listen to such speech. Some would not think of
telling these vicious stories, thoughtlessly join the crowd and enjoy listening
to this kind of corrupt speech. It seems to me that this may be equally as

sinful,

was considerahlv renowned. But of low ethical standards. He
- :

came to a public\ dinner one evening and found himself seated between,ggg:giggéggﬁg.

ness of his talk, .and the suggestivenessof his stories, he continued in this vain

when he was called upon to speak. Pleading for sympathy because he had been seated
- a g

7 v
hetween two(géfftimonious sinnéfEEV/;;’;;nt on with his address with many.chseene

tales.
aze

There was a hush of expectation as of the clergymen was introduced to

speak. Rising with quiet dignity, but with evident indignation he said, the

114 . . . . .
address to which we have just listened, I would describe as a bite of rotten
P 7

tongue sandwiched between two pieces of bread. With no further comment he sat
e - e —— e Y 7

down. Rightly shameqmghgmgglgtiglan and a few partisons left the room and the

meeting adjourned. Is your face flushed too. Did the incident rebuke you also.

Let me see your tongue.

) was resting in a farm

In one of the Virginia campaigns,\G aTm

Qggggwwith sonme of his officers. Heartily enjoving the good clean sport of

exchanging amusing steries.
e e

Sanctified humor is indeed a gift from God. f the officers said, now

7
I have a story to tell since there are(ngséégégg around. Gen. §£é§L> looked up

_—

and quietly remarked, no there are gentlemen here. The story was never
v
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tpld. Let me see your tongue. o Sondh ééﬁﬁﬂoz - -

o e oy e TH , :
”%;E::“AE?’mji;::?%;i;fzéfffi1( whon 157 Yot *Vf””“*4~\gpv%uéw7 :1hmqyf@:zzzz;f-£m?i;

—.

Now close(kin jto filthy storiesiis [profanit ) This to me is speech and words
<:;;3 14?=3s@27$2 ) 4 aneg _worcs

of deprivity. Christians who do not always guard azéiggt the kind of worthless
. o - i SR

speech - many of us are constantly confronted with those who cannot speak a

solitary sentence without punctuating it frequently with profane words.

t/
God said,«gZThz;m* Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, Thy God in vain.
— A /
For the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. /

But {éé;;;é may say, though I use profanity occasionally, I never take the
/

Lord's name in wvain,

Ly
God replies{ Matt., 5:34 I say unto you, swear not at all., DNeither by
n v s 7 .

Heaven for it is God's throne. /¢

There are who think nothing of blessing God on Sun&g, and cursing
: v h 7

God on Monday.

.
e declares this to be a mark of the unsaved. For Go /e_s
e T— — — =
/
the chharacteristics of the unbeliever. (Rom. 3:13-14, (Eggir throat is an open
T = ///

sepulcher whose mouth is filled or full of cursings and bitterness.

Under no circumstances should a believer in Christ bear the stand of this
S —
depraved characteristic. It is accomplishing nothing. And is detrimental in

every respect.

If people must be profane,{fthy/)do they take God's name in vain. Why

v
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not pick on Shakesphere. Why not pick on Columbus, or somebody else. Why pick
on ;;;j—~;;;2;i§§§%;:: simple - such speech is but another sly andeGE;I;—E;IEE

et

of S?tan, To get man to blaspheme the naés of the Tord. FHe should honor and
love, . Therefore, let me see your tongue.
Ve
y/// IT. WORDS OF DECEPTION

peech and his words were deceiving words of deception. And

this has to do with) lying. It matters not whether they are fghite lies; or plack

\_._7_

lies, or some Hther color™ They should not proceed out of the believers mouth,
< Q= s /
Peter }said, in V(fZT} you have lied not only unto mep. But unto God. You

have practiced deception.

% 74

~—— c ; i f)said, in my haste,a%; men are ligrs. He thought he had

spbken out of turn. But the facts prove he wasn't too far wrong.

— A()in one of our Eagtern cities reveals that out of 10,000 men and
X % — Plia—se =Rt ST r———

women, 987 were in thelggbit of telling lies.
e S

(ﬁé%jlogmon practice - even among Christians.
e e —

— qzszfffé and wiveé)lie to each other. Now the Christian home is the place
C——i - w~

where the husband and the wife are supposed to be truthful. But they lie about

this and that, and the other.

-~ Children lie to their parent;. And deceive their fathers and mothers.
<¥::T“‘==::;z -
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<i;;%g¥ees and emglover;)try to practice deception on each other with
4

lies. David was not just speaking off the cu%f It might have been

one of his observations. David was just .ahout ]007 right.

every time we have attempted to strekch the truth. For this is natural.

4

. Vd
The PSXShﬂlﬂgiEL_iﬁ{gg££g%£)— it is natural-for the unredeemed man, for
: "

the natural man receiveth not the things of God. (iTCor. 2:14)  And so he is

right - the natural man and woman cannot get along without lying to each other.
— e & ~YADg

Because that is part of their nature.

74

~ the_wicked are astranged from the womb. They go astray as
- . ;{ 7 . I3 2

soon as they are horn - speaking lies, WNow Ananias practiced deception. The

true believer in Christ will find lving abnormal.

Even though the psychologist may try to tone down and moderate the serious-—

ness of lying - God's attitude has not changed.

To Wim, a lie is deception.

~ These gix_things does the Tord hate. Yea, seven are an
gix | gs SERLLC ty SSEED,

4 R —
abomination unto him., A proud look and a lying tongue. V. 19 - A false witness
- - === >

that speaketh lles. Let me see your tongue -~ is there deception.

o

God offered the word of caution to the unsaved and warns that
P o s
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1i#ars will be judged. All 1fars shall have their part in the lake which burneth
o s /7

. . /
with fire apd brlmstone./ Let me see your tongue.
,/P?L

( Eph. 4:25)— He said to the Christians - denounce lying - therefore putting

away lying. Speaketh every man truth with his neighbor for we are numbers one

of another.

No Christian shall be deceiving bz—hiﬁugﬁéﬁigiﬂf and detrimental form of

e S )

deception. Man should use his words to dg;ggzkhe truth in love. To be honest
7

with all men.

o imams

There areshort cuts in this - and that is why when Sapphira and Ananias
7 S

took a short cut God did not respect their words. There was deception.

So we have the deprivity, words of deception,

ITT. WORDS DEMORALIZING

—

Now this is something that we find very prevelent today in the words people

use and come off of their tongues

< qusipping?)back—biting, are important wedges used by Satan to desiroy
4 - -

)in Christian cirgles. Demoralizing,

e
Christian-unity and harmony. And these do much inigry, to a church of Jesus

Christ. It is just like a disease.
T am——

A A— ey
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Let me see your tongue 1&2:;1t badly coated with gossip. Many tongues are.
7 7

Dgfiﬂihg_ggggip - was asked about a woman under discussion. Does she - was_the

[ Ta—————

reply. She is a regular snake - the kind vou know who says, you don't have to
<7

believe everything you hear, but you can repeat it, and she does. And in the
repeating, the good in people is always minimized. In their lives is given all

of the accent.

Now think of this

con ining.

y

The children oig {;) had no sooner been delivered from Egypt and the
. L; \putsi== ~__.-—7 S —.

bondage and they became cowplainers against God.

Thhortly after it was o

read in the text, there arose a‘mnf/urring.

( Yherever a work of God is being done, Satan will find somgféillig§=g%§
7~ - <

§8£:E££EE££EP3- e usually gathers in the weaker Christians. And they become

—

ranized began to prosper. Yet we

more and more critical in their speech. Their sky darkens until it has no

sun. All becomes as darkness.

They criticize everything and everybody. And soon are victimized - and

they can no longer see the good but only the bad.

This is like a cancer or disease and weakens and in feebles the believer.
L i

r
Are you afflicted, Qtthink I'd get on my knees quickly and confess it. let . me

see your tongue. VYou need to receive the healing bomb of the Holy Spirit. To

heal you before it is too late.
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There is an(gge—old traditiog)according to Christ's day - one approached

a crowd about the body of a dead dog. And he listened to what the people had
7

to say. How ugly said one. The body is a mqﬁiﬂgﬁmh;gpd and mud. It's flesh

is torn said another. He has lost an eye and an ear said the third. Then the

voice of Christ was heard - but the perils are not as white as his teeth.

mp—

A

While others saw only the ggl;, he saw that which was good. Why not do

likewise. Cover the evil in others lives with Christian charity.

S%gpderous speech is the worst kind because of the effect that it has on us.

Someone has well said, some Christians are very polished. they say

casts a reflection on sqmeone. They appear very pious hut their speech betrays

them.

? 4
James 1:26 If any man among vou seems_to be religious and bridleth not
7 yd T

7/
his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.
[

It is totally inconsistent with the Christian pattern of life to talk about
w—ﬁ"‘/ R —————
God in one breath and to crifis}ze our brother in another. God declares this

kind of Christianity is vain.

The man who practices demoralizing speech, is known as a gossipper. Most of

the time he has few or none of the facts. Because of his lack of understanding
/

he gets things all mixed up. Ve is like a blotter - he soaks it all up but gets

> —

it all backwards. Because of this he preverts the facts and he becomes the roll

of a judge. And he becomes harsh and critical.

~ God says that why dost thou judge thy brother? Or why dost

V
thou set at nought thy brother? TFor we shall all stand before the judgement seat
v 1'%
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of Christ., ((We)are called to g s. But o time has our God appointed

us to the bar of justice or judges. God alone is judge. We are commanded to

—

pray for onme another. And to use our tongues for prayer but not to judge.

nf Prineeton University put on some experiments. Fe wanted to
e Y o,
prove gossip./ He wanted to show how rapidly a few words from a man's tongue would

travel. He

talled six students into his office. In strict confidence he informed
- :

them that the Duke and Duchess of Windsor were planning to attend the university
: ==

dance within a few weeks. And he made up a story, and told them about it. Within

one week's time

this story had reached no less than 2000 students, and the town
i o -

officials phoned the university demanding to know why they were not informed.
~

The press agencies Dho?iﬂrfor details, And Dr. Cantrell states, that was a

pleaifggdxumor@..and a slandefgg'_ggmor travels ewén faster.

—m—

Unfortunately dthe person who uses his tongue for gossip is not recognized

~ how many times we have been approached by those who say - I am not gossipping

but I think you should know.

They prefer to think of it is just information but it is self-justifying

-~ the polite way of prefacing a piece of bitter gossip. Christian,{ii}ggggig-

comes to your ear. J would not pass it on. Refuse to tell it.

4

\is a real good cure for gossip. Where no wood is, there the
» h e ——— e

‘
fire goeth out. So where there is no tale bearer, the str%fgéggggg;./'The

— 4
fire will be but smoking embers if the wood is not added. Likewise,
7

_will dis - never to live again, if you_refuse to let yo

Let it die in your heart - the strife will ease and cease at that very moment.

Progress in God's work will no longer be hindered. Souls will be saved. Your
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church will prosper. You will be happier. How are we to cry out in the words

. ~f
of David —/Psalm 141:3 5 Set a watch, oh Lord, and for my mouth - keep the door

of my lips.

Let me see your tongue,

IV, DYNAMIC WORDS
e r—

eppetan

Now we have considered words of dfg;%g}ty, words of dgggg;ion, words that

were ézgéég;izing. Let us consider as we look at the tongue -~ about some

dynami d h d 1 ke here had dynamic p And
amic words. WNow the words thaf Y spoke here ha ic powver.

some driving, igggééigg4 mqggsgggiggﬂer_hehind them. Pecause when he spoke, he

was speaking for God.

i
As we look at your tongue —<§§§>not let your Christian speech he such
- =z e

as it shoulq:benefit and bless.

/)
No corrupt communication proceed out of vour mouth but that
= Qceea ! ut

which is good to the use of edifying, that it may administer grace unto the_

hearers.,

God not only tells us in this verse what not to do - but very clearly

what to do. It isenough to refrain from words of deception. But believers
e

should substantiate their faith. And in helpful and kind words that bless

others.

V4

Paul says the same thing, Let your speech be always with grace
N 4
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- sgggggﬂgi;hégggzkthat ve may know how ye ought to answer everyone. Doesn't

salt really bring out the flavor in some foods. It makes it taste so wonderful

and delicious. And so Paul says, your speech - let me see your tongue. Just kind

of season things with the salt of the grace that comes from vour tongue.

Th¢(poety/I commend his message to you}x
' /7

If you attempted to reveal
A tale someone to you has told
About another, make it pass

Before you speak three gates of gold.

/ These narrow gates -
First, is it true
Then, is it needful in your mind
Give truthful answer and the next

Is the last and narrowest, is it kind.

e

And if to reach your lips at last
It passes through these gateways three
Then you may tell the tale not nor fear

What the results of speech may be,

o
/(
Show me > the Doctor said and he looked. And of course, a few
- e fodad A

then vou go back for the examination the next time, he says, let me
- - ——— ..

¢/ 7¢
see your tongue. Quickly he said,/that looks better,) It has cleared up very
T e —'7 e

well., In the realm of morals, religion, and truth, has your tongue been cleared

up. Is it clean of gossip and smut,
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. . ’
eclared if you are an articulate person you]&ﬂﬁ2§4,

some<303000 words every day.) Think of it. If you put it in print, that would

be enough books to fill an entire college library. How many pages of these
b-'—‘—-—‘_’- R -

s

volumes you are writing will be denounced by God. As speech that is useless,

. v /
Matt. 12:36-37. ﬁverygid&e word that men shall speak - th 11 give account
) 7 4 — 7

thereof in the day of judgement. TFor by thy words, thou shall be satisfied.

1
And by thou words thou shall be condemned. Words are so dangerous and so

—~—

important. We utter them so frequently and without thought or consideration,
we don't realize every word we speak -~ it either blesses or it has some dynamic

to it. Have you claimed the victory that is yours in Christ.

A good test to apply to this - how do yvou react when people are unkind to
you. Is your attitude one of getting even. When some body says something to

you ~ do you use some vile words.

YA soft answey turneth away wrath. But_grievous words stir up-

jEﬁEﬂ;”Have you learned to reply with a soft answer. Are you dominated by the

spirit of the flesh. And you unleash these depraved damaging words that produce

sorrow and regret.

(:;;:%pould be understood that because you are a Christian - you are not to

be a door mat. Letting other people stomp vou all the time. WNow this is not

humility that is taught in the Bible. But what God desires is ~ that you speak
in such a way when you are offended - that you will speak words that will benefit
and that will bless. Now people know that there is a right and a wrong way to

say some things and to do everything.

Now the ig déep your heart. When it comes to the point of looking

——— 7~
at your tongue . Unfolds for us the real secret. And I think if we

Va4
find this, we will find the truth tonight, Out of abundance of the heart, the

= —
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mouth speaketh,

Speech, therefore, has its beginning in an unsurrendered heart.

Now if vou carry {'bucket}of water and you bump into something and
g,

splash some out - or somebody stirs it, you spill some water. Now vou can
—_— 7 e—

only spill what is in the bucket. TIn the'midst of life, we have people

bumping into us. And we sometimes spill out things through our tongues

and our lips., And what is being taught here is that what comes out of the

bucket is coming out of our heart. If yourexperience with Christ is shallow

and insincere ~ then you need to take a look at your tongue.



