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"LIFE'S MOST EMBARRASSING QUESTION - WHO WILL Gco?"

Isaiah 6:1-11

We are concerned with . of the most signifjcapt aspects of the human
life - our regresgnta;ivs cagaci;y. ’ all have pgyars that sta’d for something.

We can use these powers, and yet@:&l}wne uses his powers to his fullest.

7
making, that is, a direct d_e_gi.’n_i_ti’a_gp_%l to their representative capacity.

ed to his Disciples, and he said -VYe. shall be my witnessest’ lle is

A call - who will g_c_n_? Although, he says, you can be more than yourselves. You

have the power to stand for the highest principles and the greatest enterprise

of your generation. An@aﬂg_‘mgre influent:i_.‘a;l. in power, and you cam identify

with something that is greater than yourself. And when the people think of you,

they will think of that. Ye shall be my witnegses.

Did zou klgw,. have a ca:acityesentatlve of ggg A nmewborn

Jonly - but even in the early years of development—-he begins to

baby is a_-
accumulate sughestions of achievement and distinction of ambition. And he finally

comes to identify himself with what he stands for. Now this is not come as a

mighty act. But, it 1ifts us up to a greatnesgs that we can stand for the greatest

things. We have a capacity to do this.

@\\ gas @ man of lowly, origin, small oggortunities. He had no special
graces. He was p]_%i. But it shows for what a man is able to stand for. That
ijs one of the marvels of histo;y. That is one of the marvels of the devotion of
the spiritual life. It is one of the marvels of liberty in a nation. People come

to the place that they stand for something.
L.
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As we come to the beginning of the( summer months} as the days will be ahead
i

of harvesgt, and the gracious in-gathering before us. Andtg want to know what God

has to say to us.
e

And the passage of Scripture

that we have chosen, is one that is all so familiar.

= Katherine Marshallyentered the room shortly @ her husband, Peter ed.

She asked to be alone for a few minutes to try to compr?q@d what had happened.
=T

—V
She says that the filled e room with an#gssgl%/pm_

That seems to point to the@tﬁ_qg_ﬂe_ talking about in Isaiah here.
v
™~ Aﬁfinds himself (alonelwith God and he hears a voice.

The passage is very fggilia; go us. In the middle of the 9th verse there is

sokn to Isaiah
i%e, of judﬁement. Now

pEaiah uttered. The local

a revelation of a great principle. After that, we have
& o —

concerning his own time. He was commissioned to utter

we are not commissioned to utter that message.

Z-—— 3

And the essential and the

eternal part of it is found in the first part.

V'/‘/‘The(openingzwords of this passag_e_ﬁs_m_;ha@ of the Hebrew people.

)came to the throne by the murder of his predeceg‘s/_or.

( came to the throne by the murder of Shallum,
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(@J;: but was murdered by SZekah' And now

was on the throne reigning over a people who were soon to be scattered.

The ‘f he reiepn of '@ had been ggmarkable in manv respects.
When he ascended the throne . 2 éfore, he was a{youth) of. He had

@i himse o seek God. And the period of history was remarkable in its

pro_sperit% He had conducted a serfies of victorious campaigns against the enemies
#————V

of God. He had regtored much los exritory. Following these, he had developed

a nation building toueLs s making ¢is SI0S 5 plan’t:i._ng_pimx,ﬂs, cultivating the
land, increasing fﬂrming. It wag a wonderful reign in every part.

Then @ heg g Y and he became a man who was victorious over the

perils of adversity. Ie wgs overcome by the perils of prosperity. We might say

Lo for today. He @ rebel aiain_st God.
~N/

He was smitten wit , and for the last part of his life he lived in a leper's

house. At last~he q;ed.

here, this could be

At this point in history, there came to l@ the son of Amoz, the vision

recounted in this chapter. He had %;xed in Judah, he had no occupant of the throne
| 7

of his own people,/ Other than the kiqg, who had now passed away. In the economy
= v

]

of God's time, there had arrived a definite time for public ministry in his life.

Etory

out’this. That brought about life's most

of how Isaiah was set apart. There

In this wonderful passage, we have the

are many things that we might say ab

@E&rrassinﬁ ﬂuestioﬂ There is (firsp of all, I would say a great visiond And
| 7

f all, there is a great vojice hat speaks. And then, finally, the
2 \"a
@question and the reasons for if.

~S
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-@- There is an outstanding word - I _s3i the Lord.

44
E_@- We have the answer to that - thenﬁ_ﬁﬂu, woe is me!

4
We have the understanding words of the second vision. M

voice of the Lord. And the last part of the same verse - here am I.
[E— )

As you take these

e them as a study, ,I#

the Lord. Then said I, I he ice of the Lord, Then said I, a vision

and a%e. And in that order, first th - with all that it meant to the
1Y
revelation of the soul of th 3 ceming God, and truth concerning

This wyision of God. to a cleansing. And then, not until the voice, whom
v

shall I send?

So first the vision and then the voice.

j"— (Flrst? tbeérsoual relatlonnh:l.z to essential 11%& and 1ove - and then the

commission comes. anythlng for my master today, tomorrow, and the

next day -<:Eust have th}g ;5}0 w . My answer to the

And my answer to the voice must be his also.

v::.sion must be Isaiah's answer.

: Therefore, let us examine the vision what)did Isaiah see.7
i ———
- V \ (@ ing)that is impressed upon the mind in the study of this

..-—"“"-a:s-;ge - is that the Saw_an occuie He saw theittin upon

n brophe
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the throne high and lifted up. And his train filled the tempje. @ was the

w of the prophet. With such twe
and that 1 . o th SMELE isi

power, at he @} as though he had never s thew before. As a

: ma h and lifted up. @the empty

—_— -

o
th%"was the occasion that really ca tivated his soul.

Note first abcu ision, in he that king m The
sp reets. TFrom town to town, v% to village, the kmg_ga_s._gy.

There came to Isaiah the sense of loss. In the passing of the king, chaos was

everywhere. Israel was in a terrible condition. Judah was following hard and

fast. And there was the same disaster and defeat. The ‘ thrope to which Isaish
ﬁ —7

had- or support was emp Ly.

There was th , to the heart of the prophert, when the throne

Q@"» ow would succeed’,. Then in the year that king Uzziah ﬂisd,
1 saw the Lord siiﬁing upon the_’tgg_ one. Behind the empty throne, there is‘a throna

that is< Wﬁ

———

Over the chaos that somehow puts fear in our hearts, there is f order
v =

and government who is always occupying his throne.

ross—examine flsaia

If yo( , he would have been unable t@ the

personality on which his {s rested. A person was manifested to him through
the whole bogk o if there is presented a personality that startles us. That

somehow is r&bed in gplen

dor, girded with stre%gth, and the govm__mg;j;_is_ait_ting

upon his shoulders. A personality that is stripged, wounded, bruised, suffering.
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(I saw the Lord,
- = vr“_’—'

-

A king reigning in rig‘t_lteousgess and being persecuted from the end of the ages.
il

A man who is broken in so many ways - who has believed our reEort. Anq| to whom

hath the arm ow‘mere is a vague shadowy outline, never
— =

we can find that person - Is
-

- - r_' T !
—— Thbout the vision is - he describes thel(central person.

nE

To that of the surrounding facts, w - flaming ﬁg. Smoke, th}ndgr, and

the mainth. But the person is mentioned and left., I saw the Lord.

The essential truth is, thatwas on the

There is a very{peautiful connect

between this and thqz::a chapter of the

to his grief. And breaking the alabaster Box of cintment upon his feet.
TS T e e mee et R

e S

The second incident is, hi With a final triumph.

All full of sorrow.

The third incident is the c - th@s everywhere.

It was the shadow of the cross that drew forth the adoging worship of Mary,

and filled her own eyes with tears as And he made the
. 33— 7

reply when the Creeks asked him, to see him, accept a cain @ fall into

the earth and die, if _g_bideth by itself alone.
———
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Look at V. 41 in this chapter, those things said Isaiah, because he saw his

glory. What said, Isaiah, Lord,@ hath believed our report. These things said

Tsaish because he saw his glory. Isaiah's conceptio@ of the misery and the

agony is tremendous. When did he see his glory. Whenhe was commissioned for his work.
‘-______—-——————"" o

When he answered the most embarrassing question of life. 1 saw the Lord sitting

upon the (throne)} high and lifted up. The first time the prophet ever went forth

to work was something that the vision of an enthroned God - the@ throne was

. Chaos was everywhere, but here was someone who had a throne that had been
/

filled.

the flames of fire. The host of the mlghty high God. The six winged seraphims.
Sea———
In the presence of his personality. With(::é wings_they veigag their faceg and

with two they veiled their feei‘a with two they were perpetually flzinéb Of course,

@ The face is the symbol of intellectual understanding. The feet, a symbol

of government procedure. :L@ symbolic of divine activit; which had been
inspired. And tf i‘ﬁ- the nature of the enthroned one. The burning spirit

that surrounded the throne. Talks about activity. They veiled their faces—unable

to come to the perfect intellect of th of the being.

They veiled their feet, for while they are principalities, dominions, and rulers,

they must be in submission to his throne.

He says, there f@

a two-fold song. First the song of the nature.

. Is the Lord of hosts.

"
about this, it is a song about (the earth, and the presence of Jehovah God
n

LS +ovealed here personally. is this that they sing of the egrth. The whole
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ﬂw/my 4 :

/ earth is full of his glo%, If you will notice here, the fullness of the whole

earth is his glory. This spirit, these spirits that surround the throne look

down to the earth, and see God's glory in it.

Tsaiah had a different vision of it presently. Andc :irits saw his

. .-

vision also. f 2 c e_presence od, the ulgimate triumph of

truth, Singing by faith and hope in the presence of God. Of the victory that is

to be. The whole earth is full o lory.

describes this procedure, to ultim

Th eat psalm of the kin which

Ends with the words of the seraphims

which they sang in the presence of God., The whole earth is full of his glory.

The very( hresholdé were mo*gg The house was filled with We saw

be perfectly correct if we translat ) this word

Qh Jehovah God of hosts, howdong wilt thou against the prayer of thy

geogle. The @ w:.ll ho moéagainst the prg%er of thy
7]

' anger. In the day of God's activity, it

ni=

people. It shows smoke as

is said that the ancient p that there should be blood and fire and
pi%lars of smoke. And Isaiah in that high presence, saw the uplifted God upon

his throne, and‘ the burning spirits around the thronme, veiling their faces.

Ceaselessly moving to do his bidd}gg, hearing the song of ultimate victory, and

there was tremblinﬁ of things dn the EEER%F of God. There was the of the

house with smoke. Typiéal of God's anger. So this man stood in the midst of the
v ey

awful vision, conscious of God's holiness, and God sitting on a throne.

V\ k@ id he answer the vision4 The answer was ‘ a gregared [211-0N {The
l
eoan)

God, words that came surging out of a deep conscilousness. Words that were spoken

speaking in the presence of God,

great words of th either about God or to
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and could be used by other men. As he stood in the glory of God in that moment

of the wvision.

The- in which that (snarrassing g uest:ion! c:ames Is something that

we need to pause and to go deeper in. There is a story about the adventures of

$ ) How long it has captivated the hearts of readers - perhaps it is

because everyone has probably dreamed at some time of being cast upon some Jjsland
>

Pgradisa. Crusoe, a master of resourcefylpess, set out to provide himself with

food and shelter to sustain life. He trapged;g%yg, until he had his own _herd.

He built the lodgin; for warmth and protection., Hours were spent in e&[_o%ing the

island for food. His total activity was determined by the fact that he was alone
— Y J

on the island. w, he discovered w i and. He was
f@) alopne after all'/ Now his whole copcept had changed. This little island was

not as solitary as he had assumed.

In@_ is the moving account of @ho living in a securefcirclepof
i M _ﬁ_&—é&_
\ ,_-(;,zz-),ltfJP suddenly discovers the in his own life. In a

moment of all of the changes, the king died. His plans, hég committments, his whole

future must undergo drastic revisions.

Isaiah is made acuigg gijare of ssd. And of an embarrassing question —-(who
4" will go for us.i

c;::!reads, who will go to this peo 17 (EEQWill &9 and teach'ls another

translation of this. Although this passage has been the basis of many missionary
- p —_____ ERe

wE S T want to sav to vou that the immediate _c_g_tltext reminds us this is a call



-10-

° -5@_&@ asked to 8WMH%{
He will not even have to leave Jerusalem for a weekend‘ The call is to stand for
God in the same g;;x where he lived since his birth. He heags’_g_o_d_‘_sL_g;L@gLion.

o ‘ reasons @
=
= \

For

@ this question an arrassmg question)

Here is a man who stood in the midst
;'l

First, because of his

of glory. And cries in agony, ywoe is g fqr E gm undong. Ajpan_of upclean lips.
‘_,.———'-'_v
And well in the of people of unclean 1ips. Which means that when the

prophet had alclea)p vision of God, he had a‘ :::E vision of man. And with a clear
w/

vision of the divine, he had a clear vision of human disggj;r. I want you to

notice that this cry concerning himself, proceeds from effect cause. The effect
|

The reason of the woe is, L am undone. The reason of being
%

undone, I am a man of unclean lips.
—ee

You cannot. the holiness of God without also seeing your Eersonal s@ess.\‘
A person who- a personal experience of faith( éutthose life continues in

{

complacent, SeWess ] ~_@ deceived.

His fis, of his@n unworthiness ) and then he said - woe is

Suddenly, Isaiah sees that hi private 11f5 has@been riv all.

Rather it has been going on in the very f God's‘throne room.b
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7
f:::! unclean 1lipsg only.@iﬂ_hﬁ not say uncle

/ ~ .
not say unclean s irit.7The language 1is( and is the most simpl
y unclean spirit.( : ajzpile

symbolism.

~ 7
let us turn over to the Epistl the tonguc is Etfire. Ihe

world of iniquity among our members is_the tongue. Which defileth the whole

bOdX: setteth on ;éig the wheels of nature, and_is sgl.gn fire bz Hell., For

every kind of beast, birds, and_creeping things - and_things in the sea is tamed

and hath been tamed b; mankind. But the tongue cannot — can no man tame, it is
A ————T Semeae s e " —e v

a restless evil. It is full of deadly poison. ,’/
e o

—— _ ——— P

As in the divine, ths the expression of the God. So in the human,
-~ '\ V

And the nd_the fongug are the

instruments of sseech. Man standing in the presence of glory confesses that his

lips are pg&g_t_ed.

4
Let@_s\peak - the things which B;gﬁggg oyt of the mouth, come out of
' /

the hearti And they defile the mg,/ Within it is_a fountain - head of corruption.

But it is poured out and expressed through the lips.

His@have been given to political causes, to secular causes, but not to

GCod's cause. Perhaps Isaiah was like some of ou -@
4N e

| .
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Who feel they must use Enough vulgarity to appeal to the man in the ssgget
and enough Scgiptuxe to satiify the people of God.

No doubt GQEEES‘ ad been involved with many people in whose eyes he had lost

respect. Now he is asked to be a witness to them of God's righteousness.

1 am unclean., That is a great evidence of the

But he says, I am undong

save. If CGod consents to use you, then he can qualify you.

But it is evidence that God's grace is able to

grace of Cod. The

stood in the glo anut how unworthy you wereg Even
ey

to utter God's message. Lvery day I am more astonished that Ggg should use me at
__,___.._-—'-"‘—-'-‘v —

all.

Perhaps, as we think about it, are we ready to be reminded that in our Egggg,

and in other places, in our businesses, that(We)do not welcome God. Yet, the

excuse of being unfit is not acceptable. To sing, One
.- » N — -
eins touches Isaiah's unclean lips. With aCll ) from the

v ‘ of the ) P
i
altar of fire, and signifies the cleansing

- who will go. Was embarrassing because
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II. BECAUSE OF HIS PAST BLINDNESS

another é;g;:;;;;zﬁg thing about this is the sudden realization

When Isafah finally becomes aware of God's holy presence,
ae; That here he stands and I wish

to emphasize this. We have tried to look at the glory of God. And then here is a

sense of his unworthiness. And flew one of thefge : ) Taking in his hand one

ood and the fire, and

of the s;pred vessels from the 2
=

catching a burning he comes to that man.

S
And-Eas been blind to this. But here is perfect cleansing and energizing

provided. The overvhelming and the awful glory of God comes and the enthroned Cod

surrounds him with burning spirits with worship. /ThoJyou hear the thunder of the
x ‘V"'II.L"""'-Ehs--'1’V

GeraphiiNas they sing. Can Jyou hear anything else. I think I do. God can., What
== — v 7 ._—_'____’—_ -
did he hear.

of a guilty mang Oh soul of mine, take heart. One
x - =

guilty man is crying out in the consciousness of his sin. He is fainting because

Cd

his human soul is polluted and this rises up to the ears of God. Above the thunder

of the seraphim. And here in the place of worshi the hgmgg_;nul_haa_a_naedj7
—

And these are divine measurements that we are thinking about. And he brought a live

coal and touched the lips of the man. He touched that which the man had made the

symbol of his own uncleanness. This man had said, because

I have unclean lips. And the seraphim touched the lips - and he said, lo, thou hast

touched thy lips and thine inlquity is taken away and thy sin purged. This is a
Thu_w_hqs been taken away. Elre has
stag}ghtengd out_these thing§§: But something @more) —— thy sin is purged. Sin is

offense - it is guilt. It is the thing in a man that comes out of his iﬁiquity and

great case that can b

his relationship to God. What of tha
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Heaven, has been blotted out. Thy - crookedness is straightened out. Your

guilt has been expiated.

An. SM by the- of the fiﬁe from the altar. And only

the Al_g}ghty God can deal with Iﬁaiﬂ'x in his uncleanness except by the coal of fire

from the altar.

@g. 2 do not knowg, @I think there must have been a pause
- a waiting moment. u@ as undone no 1oniir. His lips were. lonier imiiii'! But
— v —— v

it purified. He was @aiting)yno longer for further direction. He had seen the voice
\/

of God., The vision of God.

V,\f And.t‘ne voice - the voice had come to him with thatm -

who will go. 7 Whom shall go. And who will go for us. LGod Y

God needs to be sent. Someone who will go. The question is ,Gwho is _ready to

P

be sent. And who will go forward. The question is not go = but on for us. Who will
-

be_ready vhen L 2cndLiSl;

And then thank God, noijﬂ_;_ha_tan.d.‘lng, this mam gz ; :
consciogiggég!g e ééggigg : came with a@- here am I= send me/

And that is abandonment. S,&d—mez tiDhis 1lips had been touched by the altar -
f

the vision cursed him, But the fire cleansed him. And he came to say that he was
— —ErEm—n

at the disposal of d. But it was an embarrassing question because he had been

o)
. How often it is that men see clearly for th@ time throu. The
((telescopl) ma

sometimes, they make us aware of Heaven about us.

our awarepess of the distant Heavens. But through tears
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and he

him of his action.
r"

spent the last years in per colon
(e

—

Suddenly Isaiah realizes that no matter what

man sits_on_throne, the real king of kings is the Lord. To trust in him is to put

your hopes in a buried coffin. But to trust in God, you have an everlasting power.
\____—___———/

e How@@_iﬁ%dwith g time of death, and seenthen receive |
\%

/"
/= position accustomed to wa

tw"— much as id. Sometimes that there
[am— \J
4
-t@ to. than carefrge ; leasurei and earthly riches. In our brightl; li.g.EEed
= v
festivitj we would never see the stars, unigg_gl from time to time - God turned out
lﬁ B e e = = —

the lights. And took us by the hand, and brought us over to the window to gaze at
H

the stars.

o

this question wm in the third place, is because

\--|.
V. The call to stand for righteousness in the midst

of one's ho , is an undesirable task.
__mn ealEal e i

lking in the king

| a wealthy manperhaps, a man of

ourtm upper_class. Wo doubt

because of his royal ¢ , he has become a popular figure at all of the gala festivities

of the court. Now he is asked, to become ugggpy.ar. To become a@in the ointment.

He must stand a of God and confront his friends of a lifetime - with the

4

{G mes senger>

reality of their ungodliness. He must call them to repentence.
gl s =

Now adding to this undesinabﬁl.‘____g__g_gﬂc_. is the promise that Isaiah's ministry will
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be 1ess ondy) He will often see his@wug; blind eyes,

hm ‘v./w-- Make the heart of the people fat, and make their ears heavy,
-‘—————7

and shu\t_tlfg_e&s; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and

\--.'<
.
>

understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

This @) ay of tellin‘ Isaiah that his witness will often merely result

in thf the hearts as people rsiec; God'g mesgage. His task was to be
3
really fi%ej.i. Grea}:_,c_;p%;ls will not flock and respond to your sermons.

In the @ of God's warni% about the difficulty, to which Isaiah called,

«I ' is a sgm_:_raons.. hear the prophet's natural respong g./ Then said om:‘.,Lg;Q. how long.
’ LY

Sooner or later, every faithful di e asks this question. /Wlien faced with the

lﬁfr’iu‘g" the uwences, when confronted by those who are refrigerated with
selfishness, in the world - that warm up only to egrtw. We can ask

Lord must we continue. The answer is always the same - (until )the cities be wasted.

L ————

i thout inhabitants. The houses without men . The ]_.&d usterlx desolate. And the

Lord moved men far away. And there is a great forsaking in the midst of the land.

-Yas there is life. As long as there

God expects us to

remains one solitary person. The only way to graduate from this roll as a witness is

to die.

The'is necessary - ther sten or not. Our responsibility to see,

will make all the efforts worthwhile.
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eut this question - may Because of the

Regg&élsss of how larﬁe the ﬁé%d we are in - when

v'? God speaks it is always on‘a private individual basis) Isaiah realized that he is
- ane. And God 1s( : to his call. Isaiah is the only

one addressed. God is asking him to be a part of the working of the unseen kingdom.

He is asking him to labor in an unseen and eternal way.

This is the whole law of service. @ww_ﬁmg( zlneed

) the vision of God's en . How have you had this vision of God. If you

are not quite sure whether Cod's throne is real before you — you had better retire.

e

You remember @method of sifting an army. It was a wonderful method.

32,000 came out and said - we are all ready. And the first test was, let the men

——

fearful and afraid - go home. 22,000 men turned right around and marched home.
- —

Are you sure that was not a mistake. No, for in the day of battle - the man who

has fear in his heart is a peril. When the victory was won — they all came back

to shout and Cod blessed them., And when we are fighting - we do mot want them.

we God on his throne. This is the question. Ve ca_.%f%haos. We can

see confusion. We can see a nation out of hand. We can see the economy going bank-

rupt day by day.

We are very blind if we cannot. Nationa ion. Municipal rottenness.

—

People fooling with the problems of poverty. That ought to be the problem of every
statemen. But high and over all of these earthly thrones, is a throne that never

+rrembles. 1If you can see God on his throne, then that throne ie commissioning you.
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To the crucified Christ to_cure all of the ills of this nation. That is

our message. We must have a vision. 0Of the enthronement of his holiness - his
;———_‘_—u—.—_-v-—

ultimate glory in the earth. We need to see a vision of ourselves, If I may have

a vision of his glory, I need the true vision of-self. We need also the cleansing
that he provides. We are not Eig_zor all of this — but to say, there is to dishomor
God. Remember, the altar is there. And the fire is there. God help us to get to
the altar. He will cleanse us and purge us and make us what he wants us to be.

If we will let him,

By the matchless mercy of the altar, and the fire, who today will say - here
T >
am I. Life is never rightly spent.gntil seen as a ngine errand for God. We will

never be all we ought to be. When a greater than Moses legislates, and a wiser than

Solomon speaks. We would do very well to listen to what he has to say.




