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Verse 15, Je have the first question asked, Fe oalls
Foler by mme, 1t was direct, MHe wasn't corcerned abowt any=
one else except Simce, son of Joho. He does not eall bim
Sephus , not does Be call hix Peter, the mme that He had
glven bin but Fe calls him by his rggtwed criginal rase,
Simon. Tle ealls hin the son of Joras, or Johs, %o remgnd
hin of his extraction, How mean it was and uwerthy She
henor to which he was advanced,
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he notes e highest mcral regerds, the highest devotsd love,
from the soul. The humbler words for love ia philes, fo
loves as a friedd, We will deal more with %13 whben wo come
to his spgeer 68 this question. Wore than these, the
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dealinga? And indesd this is one necessary characteristic aof ~d1d she have any time for the Lerd and for His church. Soe

o Clrlatian, If you are to have ay influence or power with
Christ or to truly serve His snd count vory such you must hawe
this, I resemler a service zan by e naoe of Nindioglem
-bonuhnuéy-huxzmmxm teaching the
bock of Hosea. fie told m» st the door of she sbory of bis
150 and how Lrat his wife hed sinsed sod he seid, tonight
you have teld me to love xmmm side of it. De you leve Jeama
enough to watch your language. Yow know mary times paople ..
talk aod 1t sounds 1ike they ware edecsted dn Fell. I
remombar being in an eld country stare cuice where there was
a little 4 year old bgy running arcund using grofenity., No
ane teied to correct him. But many of tae men just laughed
and thought it was cute. But evidently they woald be able
to see ihe harvest of iell i€ thei 1ife. Defare he resches
21 years of age. enir e manit o3 Tloemy
B0 you love Christ encugh to stop your backsliding? Too
pasy times I dalleve thet rededications amd ocreccratiers .
do not mean a great desl to people, Then & perzca cmes and
rededicatés his 1ife to Chwdes, At ought %o rean s change.
@ diffinite change, & decided charge. -Itmm
than juat & aban, & cover-over. I resesbor preseldngdn e
& xhms oountry Charch coce abere ey had fliekeriog odk
Liaps hangisg arownd the rocm for light. MW

‘wss & tescher in one adwlt Sunday school olasa of wemen. She
was regular. Shewss an officer in ao adult Unica of Training
Union. Sibwe was there when the church doors ware opened
Sundsy mornirg, when ihey opensd Sunday night, and she wss
there Nednesday night for Prayer Newtings. 3be had bime for
cless meotizgs. Lovest thou more than these? And I thimk
that sne oosld have 9aid Shat, She was also a meabar of the
¥, M. 3. As I oaes i3, &t 15 a test of loyslty to Jod I
den't see how ooe oould be pore obligated to hmwe yet she
knew that she was obligsted to God first. ; !
oo remsbber that there are four class of chureh goars, ‘
Spesaotic, whe go when they feel like it, and that is not
too often, perdodic, who go & Faster and Christess,
occasional, dering a wedding er a funeral, loyal, she heve
no exonses and sre Lhere alsays. |
" 3 sece heard Erothor Sutide, whe jastored in X. U,
tell of a story of am incident that happened in hiz life.
One dsy ke was on the atreet and 3 man csae wp to ki snd
said, "Some of w8 don't like you'. He ssid I told him thar:
48 & _fow tat I don't think much of, He spys I doudt tae
Lord lewes seme of you and he says one further, T doubt 4T
the devil 48 pldesed with ux sose of you, He xmt said,

1 was ready %o duck. lle says, further =.re I can pre.ch betia
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serscns when I don't have toleck in your old mean faces sitilng  dysdsished. & socils woman step;ed up, she diminished. But
in the pews. The next welk that men came back to kim snd i an old seantress avepced up Yy the golden rog grow. The

Tou know, you started re to toinking, I went hose and fell
on xy knees by sy bed and confessed oy sins, Rpother Suttle

sald he turned out to be & goodeember. You krew this lLusiness

of lowe goes a 1ittle decper Wwn toe surface. It goes down
Lo the beart.
© Jegus @01d Lo Peter, Yeed ny lamds, Feed sy lshbe. That
zears to feod as & hardsran, fesd these. that arc wesk. It .
| i feedizg retter than cemtroling. These words smctewr
: s80igned to Feter the werk of » Christiaa shepherd wihega asll
1o lesd the larke of the fleck in% green pesturee snd she
word lasb pay be understood to refer to the st 11 weak and
imcature meabers of Cheist's flock., feeding rether.then
controling is the idea of e varb. . Verse 16, We
" cone to the seccrd question, where jesus ¢hsllenges Fotor
own statesest, fe calls hix by nane agein and Be ohallerges
. Peter's stateoant by ssying lovest thou wes
f 1 remesber hearing Or. Clyde Turner once tell the story
of & little quaker girl's drodn. On hor way to scheel she
| was pecgl messuring themseives by goldenrod in the carth,
And as they steod by, this rod, they were ouched by an angel
With'S Wand, thay mere grown o desinish in stature as &
:"Wﬂl‘i‘eh; stepced wp, she noticed et she -
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little girls steed to be menaured snd she began to shrink.
She oried out O, aagel, reccrding angel, don't write thet
down, T can do better. Afterwards she discoversd that all
of this hapcened while she was iz o sleep, and &t wus on y

a dream, Dut hiow true thAs 1o snd Josus says, Lovesat thoa
me? I wonder S we really seasure o to the love thet Ve
expests of us. ' Agsin be says Se Petor, feed my steep,
this time, - We know the last time N0 told hin to foed the
lashs. And the lesba represent the ycung comverts, bNow He
comes to vell him to feod thwe sheep Gnd'we know st sheep
in the lew Testatment s symbolic of the Clristiss, And so
this is an experienced Christian, this ts o shophesding
process, & 11itle acre authorily 18 given here,

Verse,17 We discover toat e repeats liis rewe and
when fie uses the word love to Gueation Petar this time, He
uges the ssae verd as used by Fetor, Feter hed answesed
1 love you &3 a friend, Frdled, dencting wars, parsoral
affection. Now Jesws challenges that.

A8 often a8 thiz has been repested, 1 wonder, as we
pause now to ask how mech do you love Christ? Do you lowe
Corist encught to be comerned for the wicked and promote
lis kirgdom, Do you lowve Christ encogh to be honest in all
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11 wondexr how it feels inm your hesart Just now a3 Jesus
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' a soul saved 1o that church in over 2 years, They had not

puts the question to you, Loveat thew Me? Dees not thare come

before gou spme ain which gredves your heart? Is there not
soae evil that disturbe your consolenge? Is there not the. .
thought of & fsilare here or therej that distressesyoul =
The pnawer. llow Peter gives the soswer. s apieals to
Christ hiseell for the groof of it.. “e 9sid, Lord, you kuow
all ehout re. You know if I an tmmthful. le does mot ask
his fellow-didciples to vouch for his love. Jeier was sure
that Cheist xnew 811 things snd particulsrly that He knew
his hears, that He knew nn m-»ﬁt it, Peter ms sstisfied
with ihis. rmn-m-—-mtw knew the sircerity
of his Jeve to fiim. . neomar
It i3 a terver to & hypecrite Lo think thad Christ koows
all tedngs., .
3L 4t 12 8 gonfort to 45 siucere Chriatisns. that e
nas Chwist to apieal to. Christ kuows us Leiter than we
kion oarsclyes, Aben Fe speaks t'al God knows all abeut,
hiz, be repcabers that experience tack ca the mountain whea.
he suggested that three tsberpacles Do bullt that they wu o
Bight reside there with Fim and now he says, He kncws, whether
you love Him or pob and that that 1s exctly the m‘v
s —— y—ylrn"-“.'
nqo u m,mm- ccncerning Togy %

! Yt niax’ M g i tafes

sile bas i v ® Adwul 0l bt

baptized an individual in thet Jemgth of time. And one night
8 zan came to rededicate his 1ife and. he said that be hed
veen 3 Christisn for 37 yoars and that wes tha firat tize
that be felt 1like rededteating his life to Chrfst and T tell
you it made & change in his life beciuse there were sowe
pecple in the shursh thet he hed not spoken to in a long tisw
and ©e wes not friendly towards ond eertsinly ravival cone
to thet church beciuse of that incident,
Christ emough to consecrate your 1ife to Him? Are you
willing to do that? They will be in a pesition to plea for
‘the lost., O will you be like Pholix who said, Go thy way-
and whes thepe i3 @ more conveniant season taen I will give
attention to Wis lmportant. You recesber Akron Bur who
said I'n almost persusded to bocose & Christian but after
talking it ower With the president of the college he says,
I #il) wsit until the excitement is over and ome night he
pulled down the shade in hie bedroom and told God good-ly.
And he seid after that he mever had & desire again % boocme
a Christdan « ke o

- Do you leve Christ emcagh to lot poople know about 4%,
to witneas, to othar people amd to let -them know that you

Do yo u love

love Him? 3 resasber st Zion charch on eastern shore ow 1
suggested one nlight that the people let cach othar krow whethaer
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ornot they loved aseh dther and there mis & grey-hesded
wozan that it seemod that over half the people in the house
wont to shoke hands with, Sbe had been a murse in that
comernity, she had tasght & Sunday school ¢lsss for L0 years.
1 alao saw in that service A woran whe case to the paster,
her busberd followed ber apd she thought that e swnted to
get by and talk %o the pestor but he planted a big kiss en
ner chesk with the tesrs rolling dewn his swn-tanoed fece,
That 0ld farses sudderdy wutted to lot her know concernirg
nis loves Cdsus told Peter this time, foed xy
sheep. My 1itWe 1s really wit He weant %o a4y and Ve refers
to the weak, immmture Christisns, These little sheej referred
%o the Christisns who had been comverted 2ing emough to be
mture but thay mare atill in thedir rostio state of undevelop—
pent. Wat you weuld eall & *rut®. The major:ty of Christian
prople that I koow are 1ittle sheep, a@ Fsul ssys, "For when
¥y reason of the tinmo ye ought to be tenchera, ye 'mye need
again that scesooe Sesch you the rudisentss of the firss
principles of the aricles of God snd are becoms suoh as are
tave oeed of milk, and mot of solid food,* Hebrems $il2,
It is gemething like trying to feed thes with & apoon just
as if thay were bebles. Ihey have not scoved up any, they
can jo back azd tell you when gy wers comverted, bai they
do not grow, Paul refers to 1ittle wesen of Mhdch swr
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tramslators call 35lly wemen whon xa what he mosns by 1ittle
wewi 15 pot the 1little womsn thet Louisa May Alcots writes
about in'her book Little Wemsn, girls that soun will be
womefi, JFoul does not memm 1ittle in stature but o woman with
2 11ttle soul. “Her geel is so small that she loves pleasurs
sore thah Dod, the world ia Mgger to harthan heaven, Bhe
plessures of galety of this world are mor'e to het than God's
servite. The ball room fadhiceadle jerties and so co that
she seldca gets in touch with the apirit of Jesus Christ.
Now this 19 senifest in the obareh. Little women, quite,
small, they may be worth ho'd;uu dollard, Ygy ray be
LeadaFs 1 soolety; bub such’sre 1i441e wosen and this |
causes 8 pastor's hesrt tols leavay because the smx sheop
do not grow up, thay resain little, Therefore ke is to
foad 9@ laxbe with the pcoper food azd also the sheep with
the spiritual feod and ts lead Yiem in the green resturis,

Peter was greived, I Christ had asked you 3 tises
if you loved Him, T wonder bew yeu would have felt, Tt
rexinded him first of all of John 13:37, shen he had made
a boast that though all men should dery Hiz that yet will
not I, and then in & second place 1t revédded hinm of She
tize when he dénied 3 times, There was a threefold denisl
and mow Jesus comes with tires questions Lo ask hin tixee
times whether or not ke loves Him, Natt, 2616-9









