TO : CINC SWFA (MACARTHUR)
FRON 3 WASGINOTON
B t 9126 THIRTEENTH OOT 43

The President has directed that pudblisgtion of storles of
Japancse atrocities will be withheld until he has suthorized
thelr rélesse and has asked that the Yoint (hiefs of Staff
advise him as to tho moment when be should advise the country
of the mistreatment of our nationnls,

In considerdfis the President's request, (Reference ous - 08435
of €& Cctober axl your $=6450C of 8 Ootobsr) the Jolnt Chiefs of Staf?
recommnded to him thet, for the time bteing, the relesso of this
inforHetion be withheld and sdvised him that they would make
recormondations later rogarding the publicatlion of such informatlon
when it is felt thethe opportune time has arvivad,

Thers ls desp concern here rogarding the atrocitiss committed
by the Japsnese ag t our netlonals sné also Japens fallure to
suppiy necessery food, sheltsr, clothing and medicel supplies,
Studiea sre now being conducted to determine the most apyrropriste
course to sacure bettsr treastment for Amerisan priscners held by
the Ja 86. There ls grave doutt as tc whether thls can be
accomplished throuzh the pressure of world publlc oplinlon brcn;fnt
sbout by the publication of the atrosity storiss. Thse i1ty
of vicisnt sdverss reaction by the Japsnese to such publication
gannot Le overlookad,

Your common interest with ths Ausirallan CGovarnment in this
matter 1s recognized. The British and the Chinese llkewlse have
&n lnterest and It iz wy Intention to propose that the Combined
Ohiefa of Staff resch an agreement ss to the gourse to Le followed.
This 11 w111 include & recommendation that the Sritish
Ohiefs of Staflf ascortein tho views of the Spritizh Comonweslth
Oovernments and also seck thelr gooperation in controllins relesse
of strocity storles until a unif policy has Leson worked cut,
Hoanwhile, it ls desir.d that you =lso use your best efforts to
secure the sooperation of the Australlsn Jovernument {n prevent
the oirculation or publication of Japanese atrocity storles unt
there hms deen combined consideration of the problem and = decislon
&s to s unliform policy tc be followed.
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FROM : WASHINGTON
NR : 8843 TTH OCT 43

The President has directed that measures should be taken to
prevent the publicatlion and eirculation of atrocity storiea
{(for MacArthur, Harmon, Richardson, Emmons, Buckner and Stilwsll)
emanating from escapsd prisonera until he has authorized the
releass. One reason for this decision was not to Jeopardize
the present and future mission of the exchange ship Gripsholm
particularly the deliveri of food and medical supplies carriled
on that exchange ship. t 1s desired that effective measures
be taken to prevent the circulation or publication of such
stories emanating from any source. COMINCH has requested that
this information be passed to naval commanders in your areas.
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i, Opportunity to eveluats reaction in trestment of our Prisonsrs of Yar
to relesse of the enemy atrocity disclosures, is only possible tirough informaticn
obtainable from our infelligence contacts in the ssveral arsas concernad,

2. Suggest message be dispatohed to appropriate contacts as follown:

YHAVE AGZNTS OBSERVE AND REPORT ON ANY CHANGES IN TREATMENT
OF INTERNEES OR PRISONENG OF WAR RESULTING FHOM RECENT DIS-
CLOSURE OF ENEMY ATROCITIES COMMITTED ON AMERICAN AND FILIPINO
FRIGOHERS OF WAR IN POV CAMFS FD DETERMINE WHETHER AND T0
WHAT BATENT RED CROSS SUFPLIES LANIED IN MANILA OH TEIA MARD
Of SIXTH NOVEMBER WERE DISTRIBUTED AMOKG INTERNEES AMND POW,"
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