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on him, but they were narrow in their ideas and it- led. them

to a state of bitterness. And tn& crossed t&gé&g@im Ef

redemption, and so provoked divine w:gj‘ath'w‘t".hat Jesus said of

g

them, "Therefore they could not b oM
was wij_k&_dr__mfrom them, and left thQ{in the same condition
in a spiritual sense as one who has ¢

g
sin,--sin by blaspheming the ;iaI’y Spirite
out appeal to you today, that you have an open mind concerning

d the un ardonable

This is why we make

this truth that we are to present,

Y i
He@@thﬂt you must- jojR.a church, any church,

-
he does not say that you must cgll yourself by his name or
any name, He does not say that you must ,d,g many wonderful

works-or any wonderful works at all, He does not say that

“You must. prayv through whatever people pray through,
not ,say that you must/ségn._é card or a pledge. He does not

o AS
say that you must 1iyg s good life.

He does

He does not say that you

He does not say that you

{ake of the Lord's Supper or any sacrament.
e :

mus b He does not

say that you must/d&bswheat,__ _you can, Even though any of

these or all of these may be desirable or useful, Still

Jesus does not say that you must do any of them before you

ean enter the kingdom, buty

The Spirit of  God |

;- RS

MAN'S GR‘" ST NEED i Joh{x 3:3

Intro~' No chanter ;Ln all the Bible do we feel more familiar

Here we have the mar-

than with thins th:.ra chapter of John,

the 61d Bfstament and the New Testgment, and leave with him

) thib text, "For God so loved the world that he gave his

only begotben son that whosoever believeth in him should not

he would WL

the heart of God and he would know enough of the plan of
e iasmem————

perish but have everlasting life",

salvation to be saved.

There iino more vital subjecbin the Bible than the one

that we are to discuss today. The subject of the Christian's

ne‘w. ’l'his is a tremendously importand subject because

il "7&" Wd(-"hk Yy
1

1.:|.£.=..Ln_cm}§ is based on the new birth.

portant because of the source of o ,_for such a

e

statement, and that is the word of God.

£ all the se eached while here on ea

perhaps this is one of the most important., In this brief

message which he preached to M one~night, That man

was Nicodemus, a I:Eée-r of the Jeg_. We learn that he came j
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at evening time, and sought out Jesus the carpentery  We

might ask, €Gatdoes Moodemye wanf} 3
We might askfwhat d Nj ; He had every thing,
He's nm_o_i_‘_gm he's not a man of low

He'!s not a man of immorgls habit, not a man of poor education,
r—————

He'!s the best man{institutional reli-gioa can ' make, 'He is

SuLEIraly 1}?@1, et generous, and devotedly relis: o

gious, He has social power and respect. He has influence

The supreme court is behind him,

wealth and security.
5 U

racter.

and: position, He has

In addition he is clean, reserved,
——— 'T'

A3

He ‘has+all his re-

A1l the best.religion of his time can

Like'all his<kind, he is

sup‘e‘_x_'ior » removed, dignif?.- ed and righ,

ligio,can gi im

hungry, and we see the hunger as he comes to Jesus by night.

This good man is a sincere speaker for truth, He'evidently
had an open mind that was free from narrow prejudices, ‘a
thing that has-hindered and cursed.the human race through
the ages, and still he came with the world's most pressing

problem, to Jesus to discuss it.

Perhaps no chapter in all the ‘Bible is soétt’ficult of
explanatg When we think sboul rekenepglisn as it 'is

£

presented ﬁere, someone would say,"givé me a definition of

H3 e
REgeneration® I question as to whether or not we could give

a satisfactory explanation that weuld be plain to men and

women, ‘But if someone should say, W

we could do Hhiat, we could tell the story o&a mgh Ko osne
P
into one of the services bound with'win, and who for months

now has been Pree,~-this is the result of regeneration. e

could tell the ster: womenyand hopeless, “who woulc

i
give marvelous testimonies of thelkéeping power of Jesus! Chris

And we could find friends who would tell about them and their

changed lives and the expression in their speech, and how that

they are new creatures,--now this is repeneration, And this

is the thing that we face in this sermon, "Verily, verily, I

say unto you." 'So'when you say m@to

"
r/"”"

gWh When you[ tell me thatiyou

£0 in the way of iniguify, that

have resolved neve

is not enoughs Even-if you could keep theiresolutions. ~If
one is to become a new creature and overcome the power of old

sin and new temptation, he must be born from above, And that

means to have implanted in his natureé a new force fromabove,

a new life which is the life of God.

There were certain groups of men called

duccees who heard J esus Ereaag saw his nigacles s looked upon

his acts of mercy, observed his great heart of love, and yet
they believgd not on-hime. Not only did they refuse to believe



O
hope, «« there is no open door.
by -his-own efforts he could reach the standard of righteous-

No man would dare. to say that

ness.that would pass the judgment of the infinite God, Then

how are you going to be saved? I know how you may be saved,
and I will tell you that withé)ut this way there is no hope, ]
only-despairs/ And T cantell it bo-the.rich and to.the poor,
and fhis message 1".0 the outcast and to the respectable, .!Be-

lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved."

t, ye shall all likewise periéh"

That is repentance

There are people who say that repentance iw.
W}or there is surely not a man Bound with
a Bassion-, ng yoman held w 3 gi ag 1 had o .

for sin. They may have said with hearts almost breaking, O

Here's another exception that Jesus filed,

that I might be saved, but you must remember that that is not

repentance,  There are those who say:tha&égie lE repentanc

Then all the sinful people in this sinful city have repented,
because day by day, they walk ip the sireebs, night gx night,

tossing regtlessly upon their beds, they have said, "Qh God,

my sini @rﬁ'g. "  Repentance in a sense, is.sorrow, for sin,
It is the crushing effect of remorse.

Butfin additlon it

is saying, ( S 3
It is turning about face and 1ook1ng unto him, is the smple

RS et

k.

Now when a man is, born again

He is savgc.i, he is foz_‘@en, he is regergmtz\ad, he becomes

& child God, his name is wr_im%mls_mok of
life, .He has eterpal life, He is clhgnged., He becomes a

new creature

is the most important thing that can ever hgppen to 2 human

Therefore we realize that being born again

being., This is man's greatest need,

The hew birth igla univ b s a.must.

Jebus said, “Tyat which is born of the flesh.is.fleshy They

that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh."

Romans 835. So then, they that are in the flesh cahnot please

God, We are born first of the flesh, we must be born again

of the spirit to enter the kingdom of Christ,

In thii‘lesh)w‘e are singers. In the irit

Yo 318 SAlnis
In the f:Lesh we are corm

in the spirit we are sawed.

The second

birth puts us in the family of God.

Jesus said, "That which

is born of the flesh 'is flesh » and that-which is born of the

spirit’ is spirit."

The Q@ ried, "Bely : in iniquity, and

p——

in sin d.1d _my mother. cpncaigggu " ‘Psalms 53:5,

e ey

John 3:6. 5

We see from
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the ‘Bible that all of us are'by our very natures sinners,

“Something is' dreadfully wrong with man, He is from his

mother's womb, 2 naturally-born sinful creature,

<E§oes astray from birth, The wicked are estranged from |

the womb, They go astray as soon as they are bopn, ‘spesking ;
|

lies, Psalm'58:3, Everyone knows that something is wrong

with the world.

h e as “bo-his..oun way"

]
Everyday we heazr thoughtful people say, "Ihis |

world is in a mess., We're living in terrible days."

Here int_hg_ republi
the democrals blame the republicans

lame the childreén,

Isaiah 5316,

democrats, and
We blame the educational
\

system, the parent fiho then, is to

blame?
Thé Simple (Zain answer ).

astray, the whole human race is to blame, each individual is

"All have sinned, all have gone

to blame, Wé do wrong because our v_cw is toward that

Ay e

shows this whole wgrld.reeling. and-nooking. boward hell.
The fm f this world today as we think sbout the

rise of g ches the
pressy,zg that we haye, the fear ®f atomic war , QMM,
and Russid, and pw, diseh‘}sp, and str‘gg_,a_nd overcrowded

We sin because we are sinners, And the Bible plainly

before,

What is wrong with you, "41l1 we like sheep |

“7-
conditions and violence, and the awful liguor traffic...the
burdens that we have, What is wrong with this generstion?

Sino X -

When you educate a sinful man, he is more dangerous than

When you make him rich, he is still worse. Educatior

and financial improvement are obviously not the answer to what

we need here.

Matt, 18:3 "Ver

verted and become as 1ittle &T&?en, you shall not enter intc

say unto you, Eegt ye become con-

the kingdom of heaven, -There are those who Say that there is

a distinction made between conversion and regeneration. They
#

say that conversion is your part of the work and regeneration

is God's part, Conversion is your putting yourself in the way

~—pegeneration is God's doing the work in you, :Conversion is

saying, "I will" and regeneration is God breathing into you

the breath of his own life,

Matt. 5:20

eousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case

ousness exceed the right-

enter into the kingdom of heaven." 'So there is little hope

for the one who puts away the Saviour. Indeed there is no
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heart burning, and from that day to this, I have been a pers
fect battery of emotion my'seli_;,“"f We need to lay hold on God's

word and it will do its own wrk, !

ampleg

ity, but he became famous with its use, He certainly did

not deny its existence. I don“t know very much about electri-

g ,«t. Br »r

city, but I do know how to- »ptsh

'_-. ‘button that turns on the

J

llght. I know its there wherf f need 1t. It remains a mystery
to me...I do not understandﬂg, bu or ite
The new birth, according to Jesus is a mystery. " John ad-

_mitted that he did not comprehend what Jesus was talking about

The Bible says that NW 2 tpagher of the - !
Jews, a Pharigee, He was_rsm he was si cer s he was

wourteous, educatéd, resgegtéd c,i;j,zgp
he had never been born again, and he has 1t explained to him,

His problem was that

ce:.ve it, what he
ought to do, what he could do to receive this new birth, How

c th take place. The first thought that flashed

through the mind of Nicodemuk...hw@mn ;
( .

he is 0ld2_ Can he enter tne s&:‘ond time into his Mother's
womb .and be born? His quesﬁl‘gﬁ' %rought, forth from the mastes

a clear and a distinct reply that the spiritual birth wes not |

4 L have no feeling."
IS

the physical birth, though the birth of the flesh is typical
L e IJ

description of it.

The other exception

again, he cannot see the k:mgdom of Gedeltweliow, you can hear

ell 1.0 t ! "Because

« But yw_e_r_‘__m.ll_hmm,.until you come,

Another person might say, "I cannot come to Jesus"; you ask

him why and he says he has another reason, E&guse the doc-—

e

trine of atonementéeems to_me impossible, and I cannot under-

somebody say

stand how Jesus Christ died on Calvary,.," If you could explair

Then he will never

———

the atonement he would become a Christian,

become a Christien, for not until we see God can we begin to,

understand the atonement.
hternity will not be long enough.i

Not an angel or saint in heaven

understands it.

couprehend ibe

If you're waiti_ng for this, you're like a man

who m.ll say aboutd

stand ;l.t, thus I'll never entex;,ftge class, because I do not

know anything about it."

You'll nevers$solve. s, problem that
way, you must come by faith, .

en this exception comes, there are some who say there

4
are 0O

tradictions® but I am sure that there has
never been a book in the world that has had such harmony

If you

in the __eld Testament from Genesis to Revelation.

wait to argue your way through your difficulties, you will



never -come tio Christi

Saidem"lf 0

e Bd L e TR Aanswer
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Decome a

Mr,

o TP e Ghr 2 L2l
Moody was too clever for him, He said, '

"
.

his faceé shining, and he said, "ur, Moody, I will not have

tt)J)ut you to the trouble of answering the questions, they

have all been answered in the night and.the way is clear,"

y (That is the way to dome.) If men, the latch of whose shoes

you are not worthy to unloose, if men and women in whom you
have perfect confidence as you have in your mother, %‘f men

5

like Gladstope, like President M and General Booth
and Katherine Booth say,&‘ﬁ,’e took the stlbg b; i‘aithi and
Mm%ﬂqur, verily, verily, I say

except & man be lorn again,--this is a statement made by Jesus

and he made it very plain.,. This is What he said to Nicodemus ’

"Ye must be born agf_i_._n." And even though we cannot see Thoough
it all, we know that this is His'word and there is no contra—

diction in it,

Yow can it pe? Can you understand how a dr?is may be born
again? We may come nearer when we think abodt Nicodemus, a
mor i, and yet Jesus said to him, "Ye must be born again"
~ because Jesus made it very plain, that exeept a man be born

ggain, born of the Word, he could not see il

He was telking to a Jew, and if you turn back to the 0ld Test-
ament you will see that the reference toweter here is a ref-
—gp

erence to the word, Except a man be born of_w,--what

do€s that mean? It means that you may take God's priomise of

salva i ith, and 'on the basis of his

promise, you may make your plea and God will help his werd...

this is the way to be saved.

verse,~-the 16th verge here in this chapter, and have read it
as aid, "I stopped and saidy that is.ipclusive

As many people have taken this

1 W..he gave his only seon, that is provision enough

for me, that whosoever believeth in him, that is definite
ST,

encugh for me, should not perish.," And the student said, "I

rose, took my little New Testdment in my hand, T held it above

my head and T saidy, O God Heére this cept this
statement of thine as the truth, I will hold i
I live. I will carry it with me to judgmerg, end if I am not

saved, it will go hard with your ‘b_c')‘ok, and suddenly I found

my eyes filled with tears, my lips trembling, I found my
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God, even to them that believe' on his name , which were born

not’ of Blood nor of the will of flesh nor of the will of man,

—— g e oy
but oft Gode" John 13:12,13. "It isvsurely: no accident that
tnewword quite properly translated againy in John 313, .could
The -ni Lidiladl$ not a product
q;_gm_mng, of self-determination, or ofeeligions

rites. 'Only God is able ‘to/create lifes
4-—7‘

21so0 be rendered from above.

new life to us. JOWOR. ey IRy rgndeg. . . |

I think our search for’ the why and the answer that Nico-

demiis sought may be bound up-into twbd or, three things.

“of him inearna’ce exl.stencef In

R ———

men hath ascended up to heave" But he that came down from
N —. i

Only God.can impart | . ..o d to the family.

““heaven, even the son of man which dis in heaven," Then Jesus
T

in order to illustrate, took Nicodemus back to an 0ld Testa-

-

féht incident which otcurred in the wilderness wanderings of

Israel, the record of which is found :i.n

“And ‘thié ‘people spake. aﬁainst (ﬁ‘ggand againsitlioses, |
whetefore ‘have you brought us up out 'of E@_Uo die_in the

-wilderness, for there .is ’xtb"b’i'-é'a'd , neigher  is there any
water, and our soul loathe E this llght bread, -and the Lord ‘
[
|

ts Jamong” the peoples And the bit the

God sand, & 5 1t
people and much peop Ae of Isrsel died, therefore the people

=13=

of the spiritual birth, In what way is it typical?

When a bahy.is—
bowts, one more creature is given life,

When one

experiences the new birth, eternal life is given to one more
! e siotionits il

creature, And whgn parents have a child born to them, one

.Jihen a spiritual birth
takes place one more person is added to the family of God,

When a baby, is born to parents, i} inherits the love,

protection and provision, egpectéd of parental care., Vhen
————— - - .

one is born into the(ff/afnil&'afﬂ’od! he has the heavenly

father, and he is an heir to all of God the father's riches

and unlinmited resources,

When one is born into an e

mr Lhe is expected. to

honor and regard his | by.s @and ti&qsub;}ect to

their digeipline, When oneis born into the: gily of God, |
he is expected to honor divine adthori®ty, and is most certain-

ly-a subject to. the

a loving and just God,
The writer of Hebrews makes it plain, "Furthermore, we have
had athers @f our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them

reverence, shall we not much rather be dn subjection to the

father of spirits and live, for'verily for a few days hasten
us after their own pleasures, Bo¥ he for our prophet that we

might be partakers of his Holihess.
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As an@:ﬁax‘enﬁ e Eovide all the physical needs ,

and opportunities of training Bor our childrens As a child

e nrovided with all these things in 1life, and a

home in héaven according to his will, ‘How.impressive is the

promise of Jesus, in my father'sihouse are many mansions.

——

W When one is born into’an earthly home, he inherits a° name |

aw as a‘child that cannot be' takeén from him,

Vot anything that he may do nor anyone else may do can break
that family relationship: of child to'psrent, for that relatior

came with a birth., A physical birth is"rot a legal sct, it

is an act of nature. Vhen one is-born into-the family of

God, no one can separate that soul from Cod. @,elationshgl

did not come from a legal pr‘oce}Ss, it came about bysa birthy
!@jaid, T give unto them eternsl 1life and they shall

never perish, neither shall any‘man pluck them'out of my

‘ hand." This is‘éood newsh.the bestunewsthat the world has

o i

|
|

how he might become a child ‘of God.  Who wouldn't?

If there |

is an experience such ‘as the new birth that brings this re-

-15-
lationship of an indifidual in regsrd to God, and will enable
him to escapethe fires of hell, and guarantee a home in
heaven, people everywhere should be asking, "W
this thing et
things Be." Now.Jesus knew what was in-Nicodemus. He knew
whww @nd Nicodemus .could not understand how a
man be ‘born when he is old.’ "fh‘gg‘"'e_gueggé ons are nEt gtrange,
how can a man get away from Time?  How can qi man ge’b away.w‘
from what time does for him? - Jime iS an epemie.. Tige runs
oub_on us, A map canlt.esgape.it, He may look at time with
But it will trap him,

That is what Nicodemus asked,~~"How can these

faultless courage, Is there a place

on earth or in heaven that a man may begin again? TFlesh is
flesh,: always was flesh and'is flesh now, and always will be
flesh, Flh e Y

This is & new word to Nicodemus and it means something,~-
some thing for his situation, and we know that he did not

How can it happen

quite grasp how c¢an this thing happen.

Of course the Pf the new birth ,~-specifically it

#ho begets s and brings us forth
in.a new birth,  Born. of the spirit, . We have I}ere_ no reg-

erence as to.joining the church and other things that people

commonly term as'an experience of the new birth, "But as many
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Wh‘en I think about the how of the new birth, I think also

of thc( experienqe.) It is an experience that one has,  ihen
the people were i the serpents, they looked upon. the
serpent ol lkassethey lived. . They were-healed  That ds

exactly wh.at happened to Nicodemus when hebelieved on Jesus

Christ the son of God. . Because he that believeth not on the
son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth in him,
The time to believe is now, when you hear, : That is the
appeal to you who have hever believed.
How can I know that I have experienced the new birth,

Jesus! answer to that question,---"Not every one who sayeth

into the kingdo %

tut he that doeth m will gé ny father which is in heaven,"
T6u can know by. the fact that you are willing to.do-Godls..
will,
————

+to 1 1

And while we may not understand the process whereby

God .begets a new life within us, we can and ought to know

whether we have experienced this new birth, Tither we believ

God. or we do” note.  He that believeth not God hath made him
a liar, . And we knoyf that whosoever shall call on the name

of the Lord shall be saved. "How then.shall they call on him

in whom they have not believed, "How shall they believe in

him »f whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear

without a preacher, and low .shall they preach except they

be sent? So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the p

came to Moses and said, "We have sinned, we have spoken

against the Lord and we have spoken against thee, pray unto
the Lord that he will take away the Wm us and

Moses prayed for the geg;,le o and the Lord said to Moses make

[T - ——

thee a fiery serpent and set }t on a golo and it shall come
to pass that W when he looketh upon

it shell live, and Moses made of serwa;ﬁd put it

upon & pole and it came to pass that if a serpent had bitten

any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived."

Now this story weg He thoroughly

understond that the resson the fiery serpent was nailed to

the pole was that the MM That

gt o8 in the brazen alter,

s mede sin for us in bearing

And so we see, historically, the moment is

The

“Jjudgment,
indicated in the cry, 'lMy Gody My God, why hast thou forsaken

Christ's death atoned for our sing.
shedding of blood  there is no remissip_f sine

>o heard

 an in Philadelphig?

"Gall the officers of the

church4t.og_eftig.gz__for a meeting." and he sa&d he would like for

me,' For without the

This is the experience of

a minister preach, and then he said,

them to meet right then, and so they came together and this

man who was a great mangacturer rose and said, '"Gentlemen,
; +a : h
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never acknowledged .him, Today when 'the minister was preach-

ing, I thought the time had come, and before you here this

morxﬁ;ggz I gckndwledge him as my 8aviour, I have realized

~19-

50 loved the ngrld that he gave his only bepgotten son,

""14\.

D

PR T

man accepted Christ one night and tlg__ggn_day alishe prayer

}395 one of the miss:.ons, a very distinguish

great assurance in him." And this is what Nicodemus realizeé
~~that Jesus presented to him the assurance that he was the

son of God,

The second how of the new birth is a matter of e&ier‘x""v",

Jesus clearly pofints out to Nicodemus .that ma.n.'j_pir%is

obedience to the command of God, that God's part is to do

be lifted up.

The mea‘ng was, clear, the serpent was lifted

up because something was wrong with the people. The people

who were bitten

6 VAT e bl YA SR

looked upon the serpent., Thgw.

manner the son of man is lifted up on the cross, that whoso-

obeyed the command of God and

In like

ever believeth on him should not perish but have eternal life.

This is an ach of faith, The moment we believe, that moment,
That is the new birth,

We_term it conversj.gg g Egeneraﬁign. ~Vithout it, we perish,

O Sty

a dead soul is made a living soul.

The reason for the se Jent of brass-being nailed to the pole

is God's love for sinning hunianity., The reason for Christ's

atoning death is God's love for sinning humenity. For God

K R —
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meeting, he came br:.%' inﬁ his 1little son named Joe, He was
siok child a orippled child, and a dying child, And he

said, he does We s but he said when I

' started to attend the mission, this boy said to me, "Father

I cannot go to the meetings, tut you dan go and gll the time

yoWM’ I never came into the house at
night that T did not hear the thud of his liiile-exruidh on the

I
‘ ' . nt the door opened
floor as he came to welcome me, The mome n1 D

he would spring into his arms and say, ’"DW But

dgst night he did not ask me, I heard him come to the door,
as it opened, He sprang into my arms and buried his face on

my shoulder, "You have cone. ou-Heva-Cans. "

My little boy won me, That: igfwhat Jesus me e

working of the spirit;> It is the_very halg.dafluepce, It is
"God calls

and he said,

through the prayers of a mother.or a good wife,
through sermons and through’ other means, that men might turn
instead of dying and be obedient*unto the challenge of the

spirit,
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word, of Gods ; That is the surest way of knowing, Willing to

do the will of God. The converted person is commended to

be baptized. . The converted person is added to the church,
Now the danger is that you might be near the kingdom and

yet not enter it. By one decision you might truly settle it

(preacher in Orego

i on, he said that he was raised in a Chris-

tian home... his father wes a church
offigey, He said, I was vgry near the kingdom but I did not

yield until one E_:m;_!; hegrd e minister use the following
\illustzgtiond He said that e man with_tuboroulosis left home

for the mountaing, And as msual in.the country where the

all, An America used 'to tell this story

about his conve

people having whis would go to the mountains, And they were
y 1. """"'-'---:-. 3 "
days of real su:rferi'x_lg'. And the man was discouraged and he
seid, I ghall die, and so-he stsrbed~home, He sent a tele-
gram to his home. in the country, saying they would arrive on
a certain train. But am the telegraph; wires
——————

were down, the train.mas.delayed, His home was 3 miles from
the country station., He reached the sfation about midnight,

no one kmew of his coming,..the teleﬁiam was never delivered,
the station was closed and the lights were out., His home
AN Sy

was the nearest to the railroad. There was only one thing
—EITme—— g

for him to do, he must fight his way through the storm.
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He pushed Bhrough the snowdrifts until at last ‘he saw a light
in the window of hig home, He passed through the gate and l
staggored up the walk. - Just as he reached the 'steps of the

dgar, he fell on s knees fron feintness. Withhishend—
|
upon the siep.of the door,.he.dieds This minister said "

th:it he turned to the congregation and said that there may be

some n in this buildi ml]é;.gaw_tm

0, » shut) ++And then he

said it was that he arose from his pew and hurried «to make

that decision of yielding and_ggoepding. Jegns Chirist on the
spot. Now that's what Jesus urged I.\I_i_qggma_tqwdo..not to

tarry, not to wait until it was too lates:

i
Almest is but to feil, almost cannot avail,
Sad, sad, that bitter wail, almost but lost.

This is the worldls—greatest need and it is your greatest
L

need today, if you have not experienced it,

,_.,_._,.,.._,_,._._-’1.,,____



