"MARKED BY THE MASTER"

Gal. 6:17

ile often wonder we. are made out of., There are people who tell us that we
s .__..——;—"-""'_‘——-—--?-

are made out of our dreams. What we dx;g._g‘am - we will probably bLecome B),m&trow.

are your Q]éeams, today. What is the chief obsession. What are your ideals.

Your ggy‘s. What do you think about today. It will probably mark what you will

accomplish tomorrow.

N4
From experience, gives us in this text,(a.' remarkable statementy From now
: glves us in tuis Tel
on, please_’/ggrﬁg_,ar?gue with me about these things. For I carry on my body, scars

of the whippings and wounds that marked me as Jesus slave.

@a}_)_out this situation — Paul was a missionary - and he had journeyed
e _—

through GEL}tu. And he established many churches, perhaps on these journeys.
But there élway% followed him enemies. Who sought to disrupt the work and to
).——-7 ._,__-7’ —

hurt the work of the church. Now Paul was @ a message back to them, in

N

trying to solve their problems. There were at least

made against Paul.

@, they charged Paul - that he was@a true Apostl‘e.,/ They challenged

him on his cre_de%t'als. He answers that in this letter.

@ they charged - you are eaching the true Gospels And Paul has
- w
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an answer to that.

, they charge him that the Christian faith is reallz@ a spiritual

7 /

religion. That é;)is a lepal, mechanical religion. And they were comparing i
.._a_-——-'v

@ You have @or rules_that you follow, a geB of cer.:eln%es,

as they referred to circumcisi

They continued to tell Paul that youq first become a Jew. Observe the

law and the ritual, and all of the requirements, and @ you can come into
—-—-——‘_-__Z ~

Vs
Christiapity. Then you observe the Sabb , you be cigmcj-sed - become a Jew,
»‘l -7

and then you become a Christian.

—_—

Paul stated the _Pf the Christian faith - it is . rules or regulations.
il —— )
@is_ a_spiritual e@gr@ceﬁgu have to k_),giga_a new creation. You have to be

bog{sgi_r_i_g—ljlly - just as you were born physically. You have to be transformed into
'__—._-—.

a new nature. le answers these charges and he his book in this one verse.
' T g o

ty
let no man trouble me he says.
A ———— Q_______———'-——"
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I don't want to hear anymore about what you have to say. Paul is very strong

in this. He has heard enough about the trouble - and so he wants no more of this

kind of false teaching.

I think there comes a time, in Paul's life - when he saidgd T)must deal with

b———“—‘?—
these cr Thesw by saying, I am not going to discuss this with
= B =

you anymore. That is behind me - so let us not keep pecking away at this thing.
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And Paul cements this together by saying — I bare in my body the narks of the
=
Lord Jesus. There is hi@ evidence - you can look at/me, you can look at my

l'i_lf‘g,, and see me. And you can s_g_e_i_:l_lg_pﬁ;of about my Gospel and my life — I bear in

my body, the marks of Jesus.

No@ people have wondered through the years and some hav and
ST ——— — — —_— = —

Q@E@ did Paul mean,TI bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.
Hpp—— /

in Christian circles, we hear individuals teaching or proclaiming,

that now the ‘g&rk of the Lord Jesus is - is that you have yo a_cFrtain way.

You wear Y°un way. You refrain from putting ois another
- = e — — =
mark. Or you refrain from putgjﬁs@? And we hear thes

regulatigns and other suggestions that they say are the marks of a Christian.
——

s see SapPayl is talking about here - he says, I bear in my bod
@us is talking about here 1e 8ays, e my be y
the marks of the Lord Jesus. The e is this - I bear in my body

'y ‘ .
the/stigmata }- now this is a Greek word. DBut we have a perfectly EooQ( EnEllS_ﬂ) word
e T T LT " =

— ; =
that has the same spelling. And we call it stigla. We would say, if we were
sayinaul said in his day have been stigmatized,./ We have been_ma.yd

= — -

and usually, if we say this - it is a discredit. DBut when Paul says, L have been

stigmatized then I have the marks of .the Lord Jesus., This@ord for stick or
Pl

prick, had the name or stamp of his owner, on their bodies. It was sometimes
==t . - Q--—_-_—,_:l_-

[

done for @_also. There were@ho were devoted to_pagan Gods who would

stamp the name of this God on their bodies. Like today, in the West, they round

up the nd give the owner's mark. Paul gloried in being the slave of Jesus

Christ. This is probably the image which Paul had in mind since his body bore

the brand marks of the suffering for Jesus Christ that he had received in many places.
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Read I Cor. 63:4-6 — and verse 11. Chapter 11:23, and following. Frobably

these scars were from the 39 lashes at a time. Andéi;)for no other reason, you

=
need to listen, he says, to me z::::reason of these scars for Christ. Let no one
— * - ' —_— ——

keep on furnishing trouble to me. TFor I bear these marks.

Now people have discussed this idea under many many different ways.

T. SOME HAVE SATD THEY WERE IMARKS OF THE{Z;UCIFIXION\\\
\—"-*

So first, there was a belief that actually these physical mark%%gs of the

crucifixion of Christ - bOtE_Biﬁﬂhé%QS. both feet, and hi?,fi%g—_ made“EBSEZEEL\
Now, this first belief came about m) years ago with4§rancis

Who was sick because the church was not living up to her . Was
i e — .

also sick because the clergy who were supposed to lead the people were not. And

of the

of Assisil)

he became a simple humble servant who went about helping people. Of course, he

hanged the whole direction of th Catholic Church and a refo i was brought
change e W.S_E___EEE——gp e olic Churc a reformation g

about the Fqéggiﬁgan_gxder.

Now Francis had an experience - one night he had a(gream. )lle saw the
_——ﬁ -
crucifixion of Christ. That he agonized in prayer, because it was so real to
P NS

him. Over the sufferings of Christ dying for his sins. When he awakened out of
e o *

that experience, he(Eisnnuerea that the marks that were on the hands and the
- = A e
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feet of Christ appeared in his own body. There were the E;ggg_ggunds in each hand

and in each foot.

Now the record, as a matter of history, says that Francis of Assisé:igggg

these farks) for the rest of his life. And upon his death, it was certified not only
7 ~ =
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by the church officials but by doubting segg;g;_gijnesses who observed these

—

marks. Now éggigégzlhese were se&E;éEggggg, or whether they appeared in a

miraculoup way, I do not know. But I have no way to say that they were true

or false.

However, thid

y . R
thing took place again, and again. Abari_s later

——

o
. g@) ho had the same marks in her body. A very

—————
pe of person - she was so absorbed of giving herself
—

devoted sacrificial, crucified ty
I

that she was marked this way.

there was one calld

There are more th

Even in

dents which have been documented by the church
r'
s day)in which we live, there is which

\_’——/7
lives in thd at the same time, periods before the ucifixion
= - *———“_—'_———‘1-25;7

of Christ each These strange marks seem to appear in her bod;, and she sits
= —
in a window in a trance as people come by. I do not know how you can explain this.
‘____———-_"_"

- the Cathodse Chufch.

I do not know whether this is something that controls the mind over body. It may
.= —— "'T?J
be like a hypnotist. Now he could perhaps put a spell on someone. And you might
— .
be led to touch a red hot stove and scream in pain. But if you were told that it
will blister your fingers, something will appear. And it was certainly possible that
something might have happened in some of these experiences. Now this is the thing

(@f these people say this is what happened to Paul. That he ld

out his d to these people and say - see here. Here are the marks of Christ.
e = — -7—-7

I bear these marks in my body. Five marks of the crucifixion of Christ. Now
—— e —— P

some people would say - that is what Paul meant.

LL

e et avs mther neoble who think that Paul meant that he did not literally




bear these marks, DBut @can see how I have been suffering and marked by suffering.
e St

-~
You will remember that when he was in G'zgg_;ia, they(stong‘d Yhim, and lgj_:_him_fnﬁdead.
You remember that he had to fleg for his life. He could tell them that I have been

in jail. They had beaten him with whips. And the scar on my back - so he could hold
—_— N -———-—Ap—-

up maybe a twisted arm that had been broken by a stone. He could pull hi t, and

show them his shoulder@mve been marked by the Master = for the sake of Christ.

ke
(tDr. 1. C. Goerneglon a mission tour in SBain 1955, visited a c%uur@
e -

and when the pastor stood up to preach, he said, I saw that his hangwere drawn
4__.._——-—-' —
-

like arthritis. But they told him later, that the had been pastor of a church about
< = =

30 miles évay at the time of the persectuion of Christians. And non-church state
croups in Spain., The pastor had been baptizing soue Eeog;e when a crowd stoned him,
.7

lie pyt his hands over his face for protection from these stones. Those stones broke

V
his fingers and left him with_gfg:_sgg&:law—likg handsi He could prgach a sermon
e e— =7 — L__V;

without say(_i_wrd. People would say - look, at what he has suffered for the sake
—— T i

of preaching the Gospel. So Paul could say, here are my scars — I have been marked.
>~ =

I bear in my body the marks of the Gospel.

III. THE MARK OFfOWNERS

Now there are others who say, that whe said, I bear in my body the marks

of ownership here. Knowing that it was customary tQ b;gnagslavia_s:. You remember how

-

you had seen or read about —:no take ge_als of fire and stick a branding

iron in it - and then put it to the hide of a calf. And brand it. A mark of its

owner is left there for the rest of the calf's life. And it will bear the mark of

it's owner.

In gaul's! day, they put on a forehead of a slave. And anywhere that slave

? /:
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went, they would say - I know who owns youf Ggg;:bften referred to himself as a
— g e —— /

slave of Jesus Christ. Not as just a servant but a slave. And we can translate

it into English as a servant. But Paul said, I am a slave of Christ. I am sold
—_— = ——

out to Christ. I belong to him, I am mastered by him. I bear in my body the
'__—f—-‘-—-. R ——

marks of his ownership. MNow certainly that would be true. How regardless of how

you try to interpret this word stigma - whether it was th marks of the
....._———-7 ——_7

crucifixion - or whether it was th marks put upon men from the physical

beatings that left scars. Or whether he was talking about the symbolig’marks of
S ——r e

———

@ That he spoke of. We do know that there ig one hore mark that was
e

e ———

very true of Paul.

Now Paul had one great obseggion in his life. And that was the thing that

marked him. The thing that shaped his life. WNow, I do not know whatever the
—_— L —

obsession may be ioday. But I know this, whatever it is - it will

be therg tomorroy. And it is going to be there the next tomorrow, etc.

Paul's obsessiof i;E)Jesus Christ. I look to him, I see him, not as a great

teacher, not as a Wer. I see him as Christ crucified. He said this

again and again, @ am determined to know nothing among yg,u’, save Christ Jesus

crucified. And crucified daily for the sake of Christ. lle says that in this

passage. 1 will not glory, save anything - except the cross in @

Now Paul is talking about Christ of the cross, who dies, and gives himself
. v o
for your salvation and mine. And for this lost world. As Christ poured out himself.
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A sacrifice, and Paul looked at that saying - that is the thing I want.

You know,e, has some obsession. Something takes co d in
‘ pa akes commang Jn

zﬂg_ii;;e. Some people are so obsessed withphysical demands of life, that
-_—f?’

is all they live for. They are obsessed wit or having a, or the
.—1Llif3.° They live on ar‘elg_l. And that is an obsession with

them. I can tell you _what you are nnin% I can tell you what you are going

to be 10 years from You will still be living as you are today. You'll just

be an o._l_Qe‘Aimal - that will be the only difference, because you will still be

living on an animal level,.

There are other people who have an obsession with things - they want to

and th@everything within reach. Everything they can acquire.
They want a sense 0 And they'requite sure how they are going to

get it. But somehow there is the stigma of theélollar sign| on their foxehead.

And every decision that they make is a decision in that they might
—_—_—

gain something for themselves.

Yes, we are all marked Dby nany things in this life. P 1._1J_.__ha.d an obsession
- and he said he was marked by the Master. I read @7 it was
\/
a children's story - but it was good listening for Adults. he Mttle prince was
===, S " —

drawn, and E_e't_::_t_,_-and c}'_gg_lggc}. And all of the people said, isn't thattragic.

—

Dut the Prince gave an order to the great artist. I want you to make a statue

e ——
of me — make it exactly as I_,E.’E’ my face, my features - except, make it stxaight.

Make a statue standing tall with my head high. So the artist completed the statue.
R

And where do you want it placed - in front of your home. Oh, no, tell no one. I
I—— ¥ a_—

do not want it on display. Put it in the back of the garden against the wall - in a
display garden ag
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little secret corner. L[very day the Prince slipped out to the s nook, and there
earet v v _BE——~ ecret 5 1

stood the statue — he saw himself as he would like to be. He would stretch himself
App——

and stand a little taller. b,gg_a.m.to say,_have you goj;-éggd, the Prince is a little

. —_—

taller. His bEEE_iS straighter. And then one day, everyone said - isn't he handsome.

-

So tall and so ergct.
i

How I know that is true. Th we have today will shape our tomorrow.

—

What do you want to be like. What are the feelings™of your heart today. Your daydreams.

I read about, about some(business’ people who used the word gigo. A computer term

- %EEE&EQ:%D: 3%5235%:%3;‘ Vhat you put in, you get out. If you put false information

in - you get false information out. The computer is no better than what is put into
— - — e v - =

it.

Now if we listen to what Paul has to say, do not do this in some mechanical way.

That is what the enemies were saying. Go through this ritual - don't do this. Don't

do that. And there is the law. Be circumcised. You give this, don't do the other.

It is not legalism.

Now what Paul was saying here is - that grace is not cheap. ‘@ once

wrote - there is a difference between costly grace and cheap grace. He said cheap
- R ————

grace is grace without disciEleship. Grace without the cross. Grace without Jesus

Christ. He said also, that cheap grace is the bitterest foe of all true discipleship.

—

There really is no cheap grace. Wed have tried to make it cheap. We have seen the

agony, the ?EEEE’ the Efin - and the deg;h on the cross. The Lord Jesus Christ is

the only grace there is. But the cost of the blood of Christ, and notice that it is
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the grace of our Lord.

—

And Paul said, we are mesggg, And qhggggd, and transformed. A different and

a new person. We have been stigmatized, we have been marked.

‘7
(:EgEE:E;;B says, there are some that will call themselves Jacpb. Others will
‘I-._,_____-_’ 7 »

call themselves something else. But he says another will write upon his hand -
— o

77
I am God's. I have been marked by God. And what are these ag}hentic marks.

Do they come in an automatic way to us. Is there a certain life-style that

—

the Christian must follow. The new man ought to be committed, the new life is

different.<;;:}myone is in Christ, he is a new creation. Thq{old /has passed

away - behold, the new has come. 2 Coxry Hiel7. This is a reality in Christian
hJ

experience. Something new has come. What is new should express itself in a new

pattern of living. A new sense of values.

The f sin cannot reign now but there is new light in that life.

This will be observedm; the difference is that the Christian depends now upon his

Lord. Which is a sign that there is a difference. And that he is a Christian.
——

@iug a Christi?m> you are making @ ou are trying just to
be differegt, to impregs other people. If you are trying to ig;é;gg;zgg%églf.

If you are trying to establish your conversion and show someho® a major devotiom.
— 174

Now this is not a call to false piety.
—

—_—
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The mark here is a distinctive characteristic that your life is controlled
by Christ. And this will bring you a measure of victory. The power of sin
a_________—d -

- the acts of sin will be less and less. And you will be inclined toward

obedience, to Jesus Christ.

Your life will be marked by the agonies of commitment to the purposes of

—~

God in Christ. wili be active, involved, in the life and the work of the
. / —

church. And this will come first because Christ loved the church and gave
b I

himself for it. Eph. 5:25.

There will be dg;;;;;)for the salvation of lost people, persoms. And there
1 Vs

will be your taking part in the work in the kingdom of God in reaching people.

There will be joy in the worship of God. In the fellowship with God.

ind there will bq(EE%EE?EEE)ﬁn your life that will make ap impact upon other

persons for good. Jesus Christ said, you are the éalt)of the earth. You are the

f the world. Matt. 5:13-14. And salt and light mean a quality that helps

to segson and to save. It helps to drive back the darkmegs and point to the right
v o

way., This is the mark that counts. And this is something that will definitely

set you apart as a true believer and disciple of Jesus Christ.

You are marked, and changed, and t;ﬂggﬁgzmgd*_ The old life has been buried.

You have been resurrected to a new life. And if you are trusting today in some
I read th @; two brothers,
T, - ——ﬁ

The community gave them justice

other marks, then you have missed the point

who were caught - convicted of Eheep stealing

in this way. They brought them a blacksmi#h and then branded on the forehead
e,
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-5-T, Sheep Thief. They would be marked for the rest of their lives. Wherever they
T '

vent, people would say@le is a sheep thief. S. T. brother was so ashamed,

go bitter and resentful about the punishment - Yover and lower, and continued
; : -
in his erime of stealing sheep. And finally he i terness.

rother said, I believe that God can make a better person of me. I cam
be something else. And he repented of his sins, he asggg_gggls_fgxgixfggss, and oh
—2.

God, everyday I am going to try and be different with your help and power. He moved

to a new community and he was different. He was different in every way. He was

~
erous, a hard worker. Giving more than was expected of him or even required.
— — 7 =

In time@began to love him and appreciate him.

@ day of him, we think so much of him —w}on his

forehead are. Someone else said.S. T. - what does it stand for. I don't know,

e —— —_———
there was some kind of story. I used to hear it he says, but I believe that is

the abbreviation for St. (Saintz and that is what it must be ﬁ that is wha

. Y — -

~

——

he is 2

[

llow that i@ you can become under the power of Christ Jesuss So we
e p——— = -~
ask you -__o_u had that kind of expexie;l%cze. Has your life really been transformed
- spiritual rebirth., What are you thinking of today. are you marked by this

very hour. You can begin bearing - and be marked by the Master. MNo one should be
=J =S

happy going through life with the stigma of a pagan branded upon you. When
T —— —

Paul calls the attention to the marks of Jesus. My marks and scars I carry with

me to be thy witness. Who will now, someday, be my rewarder.



