lie

Sceriptures and we know very little of Judas Iscariot
apart from -the Gospels and truly, if we are to understand TILD Matthéw 26:25 - :

this man, we must look in'the Gospels for the answer,

This is a heart searching queation asked by a traitor,

We know that a (ggnm is one who is oagoni}o to a loyalisl.
ITI, In the Light of the Bible *
‘.’M Out in the ng;&wﬂ_m;.huhLW ‘their _Mﬂa_ %

I should like for us now to come and look at Judas

in the light of the Holy Seriptures. aya,_ "He was

: , perplexing to the Christian, The éhris_" !
' a thief", Wentered into him", (éesusl said, ¢

§;gn§2 the mind of Judas Iscariot, The mighty forces of the

but not by their friends, This is what makes this question

t’. der-

"It would have been better for him if he had never been . T
BBy T world were prepared to PW: and Judas is
born", . It seems that all him as a famous

the man who says, I know where he is, I can lead the

traitor, :
$Boldiers to him. And if we assume that the enemies would

have@aptured Jesus armvg) it perplexes us that anyone

@ﬁ lenber of the Apostolic Band )
who has known Christ seo intimately, who had ljved with him,

Judas Iscariot, as far as we can determine, was the - .
' talked with him, eaten with him and watched him work, could

on&l@@gﬁ the Apostolic Band, Of of the others were -
o do so foul a thing. It WM@ that anyone

ali and when we thing about this it is not unimportant, ]Z
could commit such a deed for such a small bribe, 30 pieces
- —_\—-———-—-‘

that twelve men were chosen that they might be with him

il of silver. /30 pie e%lof silver, the sum, of course, was
and eleven of them came out of the north country and one s 3
o @t fixed at random) 30 pieces of silver, as laid down
from the south, The southerner was Judas Iscariot, He , e b
in the 01d Te nt the price of a slave. In the
spoke with a different accente
currency of s someone has calculated it to be $12.00.

-

Some people would not sell a dog for $12.00, and the reward

@ John 6:70. ®he Bible Says That He Is Said to Be -
, ' seems to be out of proportion to the deed, We are perplexed

of the Devil,
TSSO
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I
further when we thing of wa_comittm"%

Yet it seems that he was almost born to carry

such a crime,

out this deed,

VO

i h Maﬂf Modern Theories Are Offered .

There are many who try to avoid the
and some Bible students(hauc sgggg' sted that Judas was a I

different type of man}and the:;r have sort of white washed !

him to cover over this sin.

" - . . |
there have been some who have said that he ‘

@s honess and he had reached a conclusioﬁ that Jesus was

a_danger to the nation and he f’)etrayed him out of pure

love for Israel,

(Second] others have said that he was a loyal disciple p

——

but he waé/ impatient and he was confident that Jesus had '

the ability to take care of himself in any situation.) He

had seen the hungry multitude fed and the sick made well

and by putéing Jesus in such danger it would give Jesus

°opﬁor’cunity to display his @vereign gov;re_r_s

1

Theay in which people have expressed it is

" -'m
L]
l'

that Jﬂwﬁ@aﬂmw dnow
that after Palm re . rm‘_ i 3

instead of J esu.s going on and proclaiming himself as ‘r

] I"‘l\ L
that he had a].;gged away jnto retirement and spent the

whole day at Bethany., In other words he thought that Jidﬁﬁf_ ,

. . o
was then Jesus would declare himself
the king of glory.

#ie » L

In thelaoe, there are those who argue that
Judas was wondering about th{ W That

at times he thought he ys the Messiah, that at other

times there WWG. he felt that this would be

one sure way of dete rmingint whether or not J esus was the

Let him.be.put.to-a-best., Let him be arrested
on a capital charge. If he was the Messiah all of his

Messiah,

power would come to light. If not he would be proved an

imposter,

These and many other efforts, with a good deal of
Qgriatioxy have been set forth to explain the perplexities
——

of Ju o I believe that many of these are the

desire of some preachers to say someth n B

v—

to say somet.hiné‘ true,)because theseg idggg__gn_n_;mnm' to
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but we are gradually discovering that his affection was

« You see, he had missed

WMM—QW-J ‘ericho ‘because he

handled the transactions himself without the help of Judas

and now here i Maryt instead of" selli.ag the ointment for

300 pence she pores it upon Jesus, And Judas said, of
what purpose is this waste, These are _the(fmi_znrda,gf
Judas)_z_m’ he Gospel has transmitted to us, John 125,

Matthew 26:8, and in revealing ‘these words are to express

the feelings of a thief that he was not interested in the

poor and Jesus instructed him, "Let her alone, why troublest
What a tender rebuke.

thou the woman,"
u_the

Barﬁaininﬁ

The painful truth appears that Judas Iscariot was

a(qovetoug wan .) He not QRAY. e s o

“with some of the money entrusted to him as an imbezzler,
e ——

but he could not hide behind his greed when Mary of

Bethany seemed to be extravag/ant with the ointment, Here

was our Lord in the shadow of the cross. She was preparing

e — — it

him for the day of his‘ burial )Jand everything was shaping

up for the sacrifice and Judas moves from this incident

onto the priests for a meeting for the purpese of treason,

- that Jesus does not se

. | o """'1
L 5, .

) |

« When we consider this man mzw

example) but he has been repeated through all the ages and

we comé to see what the enemy of the sou}desiru and he

We must not

overlook that Judas, d : his lifet

pa‘bh .

took possession of Judas during his lifetime.

We sometimes wonder why Christ wh(fmaw evem}lmzmd v

whose vision penetrated the great deeps of the heart should

choose for his disciple a man so unnatural as to betray him,

as_Christ mistaken)at the time he made his choiee,
especially as he spent

believe that he _c.{osg, him intentionadly that he might

fullfill a mission. In reality Judas did not spot his

dMard course when he-was called, You must also notice

0 of you was a devil when I,
oBgs_g_y%". One can, thercfore, be a disciple and even

chosen an apostle and yet turn his 1lif e devil,
@ His Name .

Judas Iscariot, the man of(Keriotg This not only

tells us the name of Judas' birthplace, but casts a slur

on it and explains the reason which prompted him to offer



e

his. services to Christ, The town is situated :l.g&-ng“.)
Joshua 15:25, in the(RWa. As we have stated,
probably the other disciples were Galileans, this is , they

were summu J
indicated he was a(ﬁomgg_g@jgﬁ. Now, while a certain
independence was granted to the Galileans, the people,of
Judea were é‘uled by a Roman Governor, The foreign yoke

was 'geavy upon their shoulders and consequently they

waited for the promised Messimh to deliver them, They

_was a Judean and that

bout this than the Galileans and
3 i

thus we. see that from his name there is an indication
that he had: ambition that the Master would re-establish

the kingdom of Israel.
of the rule by the Romanse

For they looked forward to the end
They desired that Jesus would
come and rule over all the nations. Even the eleven had

much to learn, Acts. 1:6, but they submitted to the Master,

whereas Judas was desirous, perhaps, that he would deliver thy

them at once,

@ Love for Monez

It seems that Judas had a love for mongy and that he

must have had some .ability as » and so he was

put 1n@arge of the mone W‘pa their company moving from

. the Passover.

N e —
ong place to another, ipd we might '“"‘f‘-h!"w,

This is probably the origin of th erstition/concerning

the number 13.
\

Thirteen sat dom to the last supper Iln_d‘”

one of them wag a traitor, and superstitious people have
dreaded the number l3-ever since.

size, moving from one place to another, for one person to
s

handle the expe7nses, i% saves trouble and they had only

........

But a company of this

to deal with one man and it seems that he had the business

ability that could be useds Someone has suggested that

he might have become a disciple through interest and he
perhaps offered his a:er\riceml with some other motives in
mind, He hopedto derive some financial benefit from his
position, but never the less, this played a part in the

life of Judas for he loved money.

( :: i IIOEEOSGd to Wastefulness

John tells us that Judas (pr t
fulness og Mary) the sister of Lazarus, who had annointed

the feet of Jesus with costly cintmenf, In that incident

you have the impression of love and gratitude, and also

against the-waste—

hatred.

The lq\_‘rue_;gf. Mary and the hatred of J uda_s is quite
a contrast as this was taking place just a few days before
S t———

Perhaps he was really interested at first

—_— " -
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presence of Christ and drift away from it. . It i

T —

possible to be in his company and be regarded as one of his

and then go on to betray hime You seg, it is( dﬂgrws
Ler D we are in a place.of.such secunity that it

is impossible for us to sine. For the foundation might

crumble. As I read the story oﬂa gomg 1a__ﬂ_‘en Eho climbed
some high mountain .peaks, and a friends said to him as

they climbed over green slick rocks, "Do be careful," To
which the young man replied, "Oh, it's as safe as anything,
I couldn't fall here", They were the last words he
uttered. They picked his body up at the bottem of the

cliff,

L PC i

@ In the Groug and Not Part of the Groug

I think we get,from this that Judas was a part
apparently with the disciples, and }'M was not

in it and so it seems that it is possible for people today
to be in 'bhe(church |§nd yvet not be a disciple at heart,

It is feared tod;y«tkﬁ_ggrge_gg_q%come to church without

serious committment to Christ in their heart. They lack

W —

loyalty but almost conceal themselves until some,severe

tes comes and they reveal their allegiance, when a.chance

ot@thly advancement) presents itself, they turn the back

,*; Bk
‘.9 i
‘

to bargain with the(high prigat) to make adeal with him.

We do not know how many mggtings he had with the high

priest, but certainly he said, "W".
AT will deliver him unbo.youls Mabbhew 26115, These

words make us tremble, but thay filled the high priest with

Joy. He now had gomeone to help him in this precious plan

and yet the priest hid his ,joy/ because he wanted to get

the victim at thedggggh_.p,ossihlf:n;_i_._c/e) and then he began

the bargain with Judas, éuke tell us_.'that they M

and _covenanted. to.give him o This tells

T ——

us that they were not agreed at _i_‘gst about the price and
really we are surprised that Judas was content with such

a small sum, and maybe he took it as a first installment
with a promise that he might derive more from it.

@"The %Eer Roqn

The Bible next gives a description of Judas in the

upwgwm%m they are to

occupy and servedthem, It was here that the famous

question was asked,("Lord, is it I?"2 Jesus had a desire

to eat the Passover before he should suffer, but Judas

had hardened his heart.
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I expect this ques t:l.on Wi Or @ 0

B W”(r ‘
Lord arises from the tablas and ma“w;om
to wash_the feet of his disciples,  John tells us that

Peter obj ecte_d but he tells us nothing about Judas, and i

if anyone should have protested against it it should have

/
been Judas, knowing that in his heart he planned to sell

the llaster. nelt before

€L wonder how he fe

him, Perhaps it was like Heve 3:20, "Behold, I stand at ,’

the door and knock". How can anyone fail to be without ‘i

concern,

This also brings us back again to the éorelmowledgel ‘

of our Lord of all these events and that John 6:6l means

that Jesus knew the destiny of Judas from the beginning of

his ministry. You will still femember

ig not the same
R ———

Lmll rise tomorrow mornﬁ mjwm

It was at least possible for our Lord to

make it rise.

Know that Judas b _him without the knowledge

compelling Judas to act as he dids He still acted for
ey - . .

reasons of his own and with the freedom of choices.

1.1 1 Tae Bible ‘next ushers us. tum* !

. his Lord.

) e

\“3 JH:&“ I'

h

Jith a(group .of soldieng/ comin

probably whispers to them, the one whom 1

went forward, therefore, and took him in his

This was th@y which Jud

to point out his Master to the enemies. .I'b"n."

kissed him,

his own affections and great tendeﬁss he would t
0f course, he knew that some of the men ha
swords, but he intended tg ....,‘fl /by chance

Jjust happened to drop into the Carden at that time,

And it was night, the Bible says, and if “

visualize th.ﬂshadow of a_man nts face )and see that

were the trages.of a supreme struggle. How brow W
with the dr.ogs of blood which, during his agony, had
dropped down to the ground, Luke 22:lk, w &}

i e e el

ignoranQ of what had been taking place but he comes to give

the signal, ’ ¢ vabod be

*

III. What Can We Learn From This Quntion?

that, like Judas, one might profess to live in the




conscience ise

is identity as he did

“to the w. T that speak unto thee am he",
\_____,__‘

We as Chrlst:.ans should never be timid about confessing

our allegiance to Jesus., We should always stand up for his

cause. I read _énce who declined to have a

prayer at the exercises 'of a public school because they

stipulated that-he delete from his prayer any use of the

name Jesus and because he could not use the name Whioh is

e

abw,. he refused to have g part in the sorvioe.
We should never beashamed to openly stand for him,

Therefore, we learn from Judas that it does not pay to be

ashamed of Jesus.

And as Jesus revealed his identify that night, he

reveals hisidentity to us toda

The gueg&i,gm}s) I wonder

Is there one who says,

if.we are’(_able to recognize ity

( "Master, is it I?") Have I been one who: has( beég bg‘t_rgx;i;gg_

you with a wicked 1';:_6__%25

TR

13
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to the church and their Lords We should ask ourselves

the question, "Am I really in this because of devotion to .

@ !The. Dan‘erl of Mow

A lesson comes out of this that we ought to watch.

money, It is awfully useful and yet at the same time
tewy. The Bible does not say that the money

is the root of evil, but it does say that the lgvo of money

is the root of evil,

@ Do Not Limit God's Grace
T e T R

After the betrayal Judas took things in hls_,xmn_hagp.

He forgot that Jesus/ had forgiven many s:.nnefy and perhaps

if he had listened to the forgiveness of the (thief on"the -
Cross, oq]y@ he had gone to the cross and cast himself

-

down saying, Lord Jéaus, forgive me, If he had done that,

do you not believe that Jesus would have forgiven him. He

forgave those ﬁo ngiled Zh:l.m to the cross, It was the

crowning error of Judas' life, And many times ~today we are

prone to put a limit on God's gace, by saying, he i too “

great a sinner.) But Judas must have

the lMaster. Even from the early days, and then in the
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upper room when they had gathéred, he wtill had time to

escape, but he turned his back upon'the appeals of Jesus,.

It seems that he wag( %ﬂ a hurg), that he(made-haste, that
he must é&g&g@ The voice of God speaks to our hoarts

and(we may turn away and go out into the.night in haste

to make sinful arrangements. The world offers all kinds

of distractions. Some of them may be legitimate, but

———————————

Judas goes on to agree on a signal and sells Jesus.

@ Jesus Did Not Deg His Identi‘bg.
This we believe must have happened at the gate of

4 : ¢
Gethsemane, [ ng 18:6.! There was Judas and.they were
: ‘ g". And he said,( "T am

startled as he saidl "Whom see
he'',) The hamed) as they stood in the purity of his

-
@life. They felt backward, Tor they had(heard him preach)
/

and now they were cwhmiwﬁsy. They

‘knew that they were arresting a man who was more than a

prop'het and his face must have been aglol,_’somGWha‘b as

Whe desdended from Sinai, he wist not that his

face shone, or a< Steghen}@‘lo looked beyond the grave and

the bystanders saw his s _though it were the face of

It must have been something like the incident

ansandste

1‘( Roman history Whén a %vas sent to bring Marius to his _

b

execution, When he appea‘red in h.tl. prosence

said in a serene voice, "Fllow darest 'bh 8

without his prisoner. Someone has said that (¥

had the Ten Commandments inscribed on his face

—

WG

é ean Robert Rﬁm writing of an interview he had

with Woodrow Wilson said, "Before five minutes had passed

I knew that I was in the presence of a very great man, I

recognized that I had never talked face to face with so
. compelling a person," :

What was —the that over=

whelmed his e It was his (a ( W; Even
SCguiltless man )gn.ght have refrained firom coming out and
-

capturing Jesus,

But here ‘is(Judas whose record has notm@_

convert from drunkenness was a powerful
e PR e

<John B. _Goughs >
influence for abstinence. The last speech he made was in

a church in Philadelphia, At the close of his speech he

fell dead, but the last words were importantéxgg man,

Wlhat a shield of protection

keep your record clean">
7
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