When Godh has som thing he wants done ,he looks
for a man....
When he wanted a man to warn Nineweh he
called Jonah~---and he almost proved to be a,straw
marne

When God wanted to bu ild a nation he called
Abraham .. Gen. 12:1-3

When he needed one who would be honest in
safrifice and offering there was Abel

When he needed a conserrated man he found
Enoch ..

When he needed a leader there was Moses

When he needed a man to overthrow the prophets
of Baal there was Elijah.

When he needed a man to send the message to tle
Gentiles, there was_Paul & Peter

When God needed some’one to be the fore runner
there was John The Baptist...

God nee oday===_no straw men----
when a fmother t r small boy\if he were

not good he would not go to heaven, the lad re-
plied he did not want to go to heaven, When the
shocked mother ask why? he said "Cause there wont
be anybody in heaven except, women and preachers,” g
The work of the .church is not to be left to just !
women and preachers..
The work of the church depends upon you men!
Of course if you are straw men, not much will
be done. Christian men never faced a greater
opportunity. . ’
The church cries for men today l
Give us men with eyes to see, ,
Visions as they ought to be, l
Men who champion the right, % |
Men with courage wrong to smite;
NMen with boldness to begin
and courage to fight on and win;
¥en who will not stoop to wrong,
To please the vain applauding throng;
Men who would perish with the just,
Then violate their sacred trust;
#Who martialed hosts of hell defy, |
Holding Christ‘'s banner waving high. |

MEN OF STRAW John 1:6

Intro. Scarecrows are often built of straw,
These men have the outward apperance...

Thgg:can'tUQQ any.hing...

I. THE HISTORY OF STRAW MEN
If you saw a siraw man driving a car down the

street toward you. You would re alize how danger
ous a man of straw can be. Powerless to steer the
car,

Have you ever seen a man of straw put at the
head of a steering committee charged with seeing
that some important job be done well?

He occupies the place behing the vh eel, but
he is powerless to do anything, ercept wreck
the whole project through his incompetence,

Have you known any straw Xtians? Perhaps
they are purty good people, they would not be
willing to harm a soul. In fact the cheif
impression they make is that they are harmless.,
But they loose their influence because they are
to complacient about Evil,

They seem to stand for nothing--- or
perhaps anything. ,

Une of the straw men of the pib was Lot
He was shrewd, he prospered, and he was willipg
to Keep moving his tent towards Sodom in order

to keep prospering.

At length he went to live in the s of
Sodom and his daughters married men of the city.

Then the time came when it was revealed to Lot
that the city was ro be destroyed. Lot spoke to
his son - laws. [le wanted to influsice “hem %o
*1%ye But they refused to take hip
serio.usly. Seecmed as one that mocked. What did
Lot know about the lLord?

1T 5odom was such a wicked place , why had Lot
b een living there all this time?

His moral influence was a man of Straw....

laave the

Powerless for God and for moral influence even
though he had nggéﬂi}lx been ofin the side of the




churche. .
had refused to take his religion seriously

Straw rous- lets be men o God.

StWor the church..
They are’no. for expansibon, they do not like to
be disturbed, they QQ,ndL_like_nggizgjg‘cooperate
with the program of the —T

churchee.

Straw men would set up a progréaie.

Each menber would bring & scuttle full of
coal with him to the services during cold weather.

" n a supply of candles W te
evening worship & prayer meeting, & the church
could cut off its electricity whic h cost so
much each year.
n 1" would in turn play the organ. We could
out music free.
po oM Would be respomsible for his own
hymn book, and replace the ones carried off from
the ChurChooo
Every Member will take nis choice o f the pastoral
duties some would perfer.to preach, another lead
prayer meeting, some would take over visiting the
sick, makeing the calls to the hospital, perform
weddings, take care of . the admimistrative duties,
and some one else would be glad to conduct the.

funerals, in so doing, save & lot of money, no
need for a preacher.
Every member write some of the letters, others
do t e memographing, getting out the papers,
Every Member bring his own thermos jug & the water
could be turned off.

then get
i

Every member take his turn atl repairing the buildirg'v

and painting
Every member will come to clean the ¢

his own broom, cut off the kjanitor. ,

Oh yes, another important point, every member m st
arrange his business 8O that he can give at least
6 months of his life on the missi i Not

be called on for money for mission causes.

bring

Whatever the case the church does not need yoney,
so straw men do not bring in their weekly offering
envelope. if they miss a sun. from church no need

bring one in for that weekKe.ocoe ,

1

1 stopped in 2 about a month ago, a
business man was in the waiting room , he was talki
ng to the e d about his church. He
said I have recently joined the church & it is
really costing me money to belong to the church.
why he said did you know it cost me 10 dollars
a month 7....
soon the Dr.
over to the lady
I had over heard was true,
she added, on my small salary,
every week to my churche«.eee 000
Think of it, 2 man making 5, 10, perhaps more
a year grawling about the church costing him
10 dollars each month... 1 said yes, and tnis
preacher gives more then 10 per week, where is
that mans conscience?

called for him to come in, I walked
at the desk and ask her if what
she said yes., and

I pive 10 dollars

Straw Men, give in accordance to their interest—-

1I. WHEN GOD HAS A TASK HE LOOKS FOR A MAN.

He was looking for one who was equal to Elijah
ig strength, courage,... :

Like Elijag running ahead o Kings .charriot
with shouts of the , the Kingeees

He needed one to shout the coming of Jesus the
King of Kingse . 3

It was a wilderness situation and demanded a
voice like a trumpet to blast to awaken deaf
earse

God-was-looking for a man who could meet the hours
Matt. 3:3

We have the same situation today, mush religion,
little room for CChri :

but ¥ ste.
4 WP P> "
An amusing story Princess Anne Countys=- Malbo
looking for a man to work on the farm. Young

fellow hired, told that when time to get up go to
work would call, About 4 Mr. Malnon called the be
s to get upe...coming down to hot stove . this new

man had suit case in his hand.. where are you

going---somewhere to spend the nighteeeoseoces



1II. WHAT KIND OF MEN DO WE NEED?

If our. chumch is to advance then we need men
like JohNes.

1.A MAN OF. PURPOSE

directness of purpose & devotion. John had
a purpose, a plan, a design before him...

when the soilders of Geribaldi, balked and said
we fight no longer it is useless. He mxclaimed
"Let a thousands Geribaldies die, but let ltaly
go free. " What have you to offer us if we do
go on.?"If you follow me. I 'have to offer you
hard marches, hunger, cold, and bloody battles,
L promise to leave some of you on the freild
dead, some 1 will send home cripples, But if you
w 11 follow me 1 will lead you one to yvictory

or die with you in the attempt." Fired with
his purpose they shouted; "On with the Fight",

%am Houston--- at Sh Jacinto burned the
bridges they had crossed with the slogan..
nTexas whall be free! Victory or death! "

‘What the magnetic pole is to the compass, a great
purpose is to Christian Men...
Ift will make you service effective.

2. A MAN OF ZEAL

Some men hagve zeal everywhere except about
their church work...
A man ean shout until he is hoarse at a
foot ball game==-===
Talk himself balck and blue in the face
for a political candfdate for office....
»..work his ears off on a hobby-eof his...
When it comes to religion he is 1like an




b 3 cgﬂscil}c— - ——

In case you find a man who has some religion
some body is ready to call him a fanatic... ..

What of the zeal of the eary xtians?....
Turned the world up side down... Acts.. 17:6

They siaid Paul was beside himself......

Look ing at the eary xtians and you see men a
fire with zeal for their Christe...

We will not gain the interest of others unless

we show interest ouselves., Lf we are feeble in
our interest about our church we will have
difficulty attracting the lost to Chrsit . When
the church pews are empty

1t should be zeal

the strange things is that there e a
lack of it,

With multitudes lost, L must work while it is
daYO...

John 9:}

Payl said M'I am set for the defnese of the Gospel"
c &

distributed Bible~w=w—w
Put the Kingdom first...

3, AIMAN OF VISION

John could see great th;gg%;in the future.

Wherg there is no vision the people pcriah Frov
29:1
Oup word opportunity comes from two latin words

DR SR e
wihich mean" oyer against the gateway"e...
there must be vision to see the g@igugz..before

there will be aneffort to enter and pass through it

d xtian hospitals, orphangg |

when visions eease, progress stops.
gggg;igl_gggggg§%.sweeps foreward on the wings
of visions.. Fulton-steamboat; Watt-railroad,;
Morse-telegraph; Bell=- telephone;

Kingdom of God waits on men of vision..;,
Un visgon that will Jook beyond...

1n latin American countries they have a word,
manaana”, I have always understood it meant
" ", but I' m told now that's not the
proper meaning, Letourneau saws , it means

"Not today".
Here again is the eaisest for the present and
not looking into the future....

k. A MAN OF GOD

Sent from God ==--

L d



