Military Leaders Say Iran War Is So Trump
Can Bring About “Armageddon”

Troops have logged more than 110 complaints about such
comments with the Military Religious Freedom Foundation.

Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images

Without any clear message coming from the White House with regard to the purpose of the Iran
war, U.S. military commanders have turned to Jesus, apparently telling American troops that the
war is “biblically sanctioned.”

The U.S. joined Israel in striking Iran early Saturday morning. By Monday evening, the Military
Religious Freedom Foundation, or MRFF, was “inundated” with complaints, receiving more than
110 grievances from U.S. military personnel stationed at dozens of sites across the Middle East,
reported independent journalist Jonathan Larsen.

One such note included an anecdote from a noncommissioned officer, who reported that their
commander had “urged us to tell our troops that this was ‘all part of God’s divine plan’ and he
specifically referenced numerous citations out of the Book of Revelation referring to
Armageddon and the imminent return of Jesus Christ.”


http://mrff.org/
http://mrff.org/
https://substack.com/home/post/p-189709984

The NCO’s complaint was lodged on behalf of 15 troops, including 11 Christians, one Muslim,
and one Jew, according to Larsen. The officer stated that such remarks “destroy morale and unit
cohesion and are in violation of the oaths we swore to support the [CJonstitution.”

“This morning our commander opened up the combat readiness status briefing by urging us to
not be ‘afraid’ as to what is happening with our combat operations in Iran right now,” the NCO
wrote.

“He said that ‘President Trump has been anointed by Jesus to light the signal fire in Iran to cause
Armageddon and mark his return to Earth,”” the NCO continued. “He had a big grin on his face
when he said all of this which made his message seem even more crazy.”

It wouldn’t be a stretch to blame some of the blatant constitutional violations on Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth, who has repeatedly evoked God and Christian nationalism in his time
fronting the Pentagon.

Hegseth has parroted the views of Douglas Wilson, a conservative theologian who advocated for
Christian dominance over government and society. He has followed through in practice, instating
regular prayer services at America’s military headquarters. He also entered office with several
Christian symbols already emblazoned on his skin—a Jerusalem cross and the phrase “Deus
vult’—in what Hegseth has described as emblems of the “modern-day American Christian
crusade.”

U.S. service members are afforded the religious liberty protections in the First Amendment. They
also have a legal right to seek religious accommodations—and the MRFF told Larsen that it has
been overwhelmed with complaints about commanders who are apparently tapping into the same
sort of Christian nationalism espoused by the Pentagon chief.

“These calls have one damn thing in freaking common; our MRFF clients [service members who
seek MRFF aid] report the unrestricted euphoria of their commanders and command chains as to
how this new ‘biblically-sanctioned’ war is clearly the undeniable sign of the expeditious
approach of the fundamentalist Christian ‘End Times’ as vividly described in the New Testament
Book of Revelation,” MRFF president and founder Mikey Weinstein, a veteran of the Air Force
and the Reagan White House, told Larsen.

“Many of their commanders are especially delighted with how graphic this battle will be zeroing
in on how bloody all of this must become in order to fulfill and be in 100 percent accordance
with fundamentalist Christian end of the world eschatology.”
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