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NEXT DOOR TO TIE CHURCH

Acts 18:1-11
/

Introduction-—-Hhemnﬁgg_xgu_lina—iéégﬁlationshipjko the world

and where do you live in relationship to the church?

I want us to start with vgrs:

d_the gm is on the other

side of the world called Corinth. Some of the most outstanding

-
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monumental ruins of the ancient world are those in that city. You
T—— N““‘M
can visit there, see the temples of yesterday, the marksf place, the

altars and the stone houses.

N

Though we know that Athens as a most prominent in history, Athens

was a city of philosophers. It was a city of culture.

Corinth at the Eéggtgffgpsgg was the center of the empire as far

as comperce, business and trade were concerned for all that part of
~ R
the eastern world, not far from Rome.

N

This was due to its locatéaa. If you could just visualize a map,

Greece.jutting out into the Mediterranean Sea, then a very narrow
e ) ot
disthpus, it was like a bulb, not more than 3 or 4 miles wide. There
. - p——— ——
were 2 d ter harbors on either side; one facing east to Ephesus,

Asia Minor and all the lMiddle Last, and one facing west to Italy.

e

liere Corinth was located at the lower Ba;;,of the isthmus.




Sailors brought their bqgéimigto this harbor, pulled.them onto dry

land and rgiifd them across the isthmus and into the water on the

other side thus they avoided a long and treacherous route by the
ity
Mediterranean so Corinth, very early, became a center of commerce,

trade, seaport city with two harbors.

Corinth was about_ 50 miles west of Athens and the Greeks had

built a SREEEEX-%EE%;P the narrow isthmus where they actuglly dragged
j.j; . T e -

beautiful EEEBLQS of all kinds. It was byeal

priestess of the temple would come down into the cziy-stréﬁ?s to ply

their trade as cult prostitutes indulging in the worship of sex. The
i

city gained the reputation throughout all the Ronaﬂﬁyorlg as the

“center of sensuuli}yﬁ

TRy,

o
'hergver a citizen of Corinth was portrayed in a draméé he would
be a norally logse-ekaracter and usually a drunk. This was the city
e T
to which the apostle came, walking all alone in the dust of the road.

The city was infested with stpongheldds.of evil. The apostle

describes these in his first letten.to.the.Loringhians---sexual

license, perversion, racial discord, famil uds, political px ens.,
. l 1 g BT 3 M,\:.-d o 1 -'g#M

e might say it was like a city {ike our very/own kity. Ve live

in Corinthian conditions today and if there is any-chﬁrch in the HNew

v‘—s——’—’v
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Testament with which we could particularly identify, this is one.

Sailors brought their boats into the harbor, pulled them onto
dry land, rolled them across to the other side and this was a seaport
city. Vhen Paul came here, it wag’ not only a wonderful CDHﬂQTCldl
center, but it was a center of‘ rort A rhey had Eg;;ng fqg;wﬁaees
discus throwing, many other games, indulged by hundxeds—.af people and

————
watehed by thousands of people. Of course, there was a great deal of

ganblingeand Venus, the goddess of love, was worshiped and in her namne
g
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they engaged in the vilgst religious rites---Sodon, at its worst was
S g
no worse than Corinth, Sﬁéégéi coming in from the west brought the

vile customs from other nations and so when a man saw a man living
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in lewd, sinful ways they described him as saying---heﬁggugxggwgikgmh
TSR

a . Copinthian

a hundred years later, Jullug Caesar rebgi;t it in all of its glory

of Nome itself and made it a pr0v1n31al center with the seat of

government and a governor and people retiring from the Roman Arny
"

and the Roman officials came to 1ive in this city that had so much

for its ent?;;ﬁéfEEHt‘ It was the fun city on the Hedlpgrranean

and by the same token, it was a SIn Clltya..

So by the time of this event that I read to you from the

s——

Scripture, ,g_a_.u, Corinth had been there almost a century. The

great apostle

aul Was on his second missionary journey and he came
E ey m
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first to ?2%;$npim.then to Thessalonica, then to‘ﬂgrqg and to Atleng

) reception
where he preached on lMars Hill and he had no xexsxpxism of the Gospel.

In SeEEEEEE£—9£~thiS year, he came on down about 30 or 40 miles to

Corinth.

Ve read this acgount in this passage today. After these things
had happened at Athens, Qgg;,ﬂ&n&&%sd and came to Corinth. There he

4322¥i‘ccrtain Jews naned Aggééla and his wife, Priscilla, who had

just come from Rome and who were Jewish Christians, we learn.

£
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Nome and recently come from there ever becone Christians? Lhrlstlanltz

alem and Judea, but we know the

Gospel came very early“ﬁgﬁgggg Perhaps there were Romans at

who were saved and the Gospel flourished in Rome to such

an extent that the-fonagmggaﬁina&_Claudéggﬂ comnanded all Jeus to

depagt from Rome. We do not know why he commanded Jews to depart,
e —

both Jewish believers and Jewish Christians, until we read the

secular history.

as. aﬂone at Corlnth his companions had not yet come;
- LS

he was waiting. Ile had no money OTr means 9_“5uppggt and he found

i o AN T

these fiﬂgxghriﬁyi@nﬁyagglﬁAand they were also faithful members of

the church, the local church.

A

A Roman/ historian/by the name Seutonius wrote about Claudius
y - A ——— "‘—-—,—E—m
e;g;%&%gg_all,Jews from Rome six years before this because of a
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to the Gentiles and they were putting him out of the synagogue. lie
IR
said that is alright; I will shake thg dust of you from my cloak;

your hégaé;is.on your heads; you nust take the personal responsibility

for your decision.

-7 -
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had now come in Jesus.
'/; 4 L‘fﬂh\_ . 5
— Verse 4--+How this says to us that as he reasoned he tried to
" iy R i S R

persuade the Jews and witness to them. He did @wp;things in verse!4
in his work---hgﬁreasonedz‘that is, he approached their m%ags and

second, he gersuadeg. lle tried to woe and touch the heart and the will
= ad

with the Cospel messfige.

the su%erstition that was associated with the Roman religion and the

Greek religion and people were attracted-whetesale to a reasonable true
e

religion of the Jews which said there's one God and he is a living God.

Another Teason they were so attracted to this religion was

They were si§§ of the gross immoagl}ty of

the Romans and of the Greeks. They had turned to a religion that

because of its/nox:

provided a foundation of social structure that would strengthen the

fanily life---a religion of the ten conmandments that said there are
some thipgs.wreng.in society and we must build against these things
= e TR e

and throughout the Scripture and throughout history.

there were many Greek proselytes---God-fearing
- e ——

Here in Corinth
e

people who were worshiping in the synagogues. Now Paul was preaching

to the Greeks and to the Jews in the synagogue that Jesus was now the




contgoversy or a that was stirred up among the Jews over

A WY s T —

Christ. the Jewish community, Claudius did not know any difference
between Christian-Jews and Ort&gggngaws and so he expelled all Jews---

\_\‘-“_‘_
he said they are froublemakers; they are arouln over this issue and

creating confusion and dkgggggn-uy4ﬂﬁhqaxy Jews were

sent out of Rome by Claudius.

was a tentmaker.

What is significant gbout this or that? Again we dig back into

the backsround and there were in those nountains a certain breed of

| ——

blﬁg&;&&ifggﬁgggggé_ The black hair of these goats made a very fine

durable cloth and those people had a particular craft and this
e R S S ————T

particular product---the making 2£~35g3; that were more durable than

any other tent in the 1tiddle Last. It was a craft that Paul, as a

rabbi, learned. Every rapp;jhadﬁiﬁxgﬁggion whereby he could make

his living and not depend upon the synagogue for his support. 5o

Pgul ias.a-tentmaker, and famous.. the goat-hair tents that he made
W‘

as were these two people. So Paul settled down and began to nake

tepks with then.
>

In the meantime, day.by day T 7reachej) not just in the

r.m%%ut as his custom he preached in the sgagvogu?l He

preached that Jesus was the pronlsed Messiah; he brought them the

good news that the one for whom they had waited and were expecting
e
e,




As each of ys must ultimately take personal-sresponsibility for

our decisions, we cach one must stand before Cod and give an account
of ourselves to God and we can go so and so so long saying---I will
not---I will not---I will not until even the Holy Spirit of God says

I must depart from you---you stand on your own---I've done all that

I can do for you. So this is what Paul is saying to these people.

’l ,‘..'““f:"‘\
~==!5h-{\ Verse 7-+-ilerc is theSkey\to the wonderful story that we want

e ———,.
you to understand this morning., Vhen he departed thence going out of

the synagogue, shaking the dust off, telling them they were responsible

s o

o

for their actions and he entered into a 3 naned

Justus---one who worshiped God---he was a Greek. d he was a proseclyte

in the congregation that was inside the synagogue, whose house was hard

against the synagogue, whose house was flext do rch and there

is our lesson for today.

It must have been that as he left the synagogue, there must have

. g 2 __g-“-"”‘ﬂ.wm"»"
just beenég wall) between the synagogue and_thi% house, We do not know
y == - a

Ll
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who(Justus kas; this is the only reference we have of him. There are

two Justuses mentioned in the Scripture, but they are other persons;

AT,

not this one. He_know that he waiéi Greéﬁ% we know that he was a God-

———tn
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we know that he heard the Gospel preached to him and when the

o

tine came that Paul was thrown Gut of the synagogue and everybody was
v --’w-m‘,_.%r

W1ospitali€;

of his heart and his home---

not to live here, that is not what

lready has a place to_live with Aqu¥lla and

o e

Priscilla. Take my house and turn it into a neeti e. Start a

prayer nmeeting here, start a preachipg service here, preach in my house---

/ 2
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Messiah, the completion of the. revelation. and that started in the Jewish

religion with Abrahkam and now is complete in Christ.

._ELU ) Verse %W"-'}‘_}%&_mld Silas soon came to Cozigpth. This made Paul
feel “ﬂ;gd‘- better. Ile loved companionship and he loved to feel that he
had his brethren by.his.side-tredping him. Nothing in the world helps

a @_@Q&M&M&the g ood_men of his church.are standing

with him. HNothing hurts him so much as to know that there are some of
e e ]
those who are sum)osed to hel?__]um are out cWand &ﬁ:roylng

i

vhat.he is doing. A Cospel preacher called of God and empowered by the

Holy Spirit, having the help of good men, can.dosastyemnc

s T R i 00
God. You can be a vital part and when these men came to Corinth, they
brought Paul an offexring frow-Philippi and they heard of what had been

done and they begin to work with him.

——— \/4‘7 In veg@-lmt Paul did @et a@;recegtlon in the

"-._\ -
swe"/they hardened=their hearts, they OI:EW‘H‘ and they said
he was blaspheming. Paul finally threw up his hands as we would say,

in a SYM) way. e tegk off his coa; and :ahWron 1€
as 1 shake myself of you; in other words, I’aul says Wu‘

from_ all responsibility of you because I have done all that I can do

and you will not listen to me. From henceforth I will go to preach
%
to the Gentiles and they were putting him out of the synagogue. lle
e

said that is alright; I will shake thg dust of you from my cloak;

your ]e%& on your heads; you must take the personal responsibility
—

for your decision.



I turn it over to you and he lived, the Scripture says, next door to the

church.

Living-next door to the churchf—:I think there are many wonderful

?iessonQ&ue can draw from that very fruitful verse. I think it is
“‘l".' e

significant that Paul would relate this to Luke, who wrote the Book of

Acts: Paul seems to say yes, I remember, put thls down. Not only did

this man open his house, but his house was rlght next door to the church.
#
So it is very vital, I think, that Paul wanted us to get the message---
N RS
not just the hospite¥ity of this man, but the location where it happened

and this occurred in the PBool of Acts.

Now we remember here that there in Corinth, when things were going
'\w

T

was a man, Justus. ITfe 1ived righ door to the Synagogue and he is
-—V!‘—' H T e m— S
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the one who opened his house and his heart and he lived next door to the

church.

\‘4{:“ The! questlongI want to ask today—(iiég}éloqe to the church do you
e ———

live? Do you live as closqmas Justus lived to the church? HNow, I'm

not talking about ph%;;;allxu e start this servieg

and I meet people---some have driven several"miles to come to this church.

Some drive several miles---a de S r < i
3 niles deacon, a auggg%mégbog; ;ggsper. It is not
that they live next door physically to the church, but they live close

to the church %B%Ei&&?liy‘ That's what I'm talking about---living next




with your contentment---hard against the church; that's where I live.

ng;alosemdideuggggw;ive to the church? Now physically the

church was right ngg&tégg;é‘but spiritually, how close did he live?
v IR ~ . —_— SA—— ’}W
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*5255*_7// %ﬁgﬁ, I think Justus lived close enough to the church to be in

=

guch with the source of pouer ALhat was re. Are you that close?
" The word GOQ:EEﬂEEEQEQXi a hfst of things to us about this man---he

VRS

feared God. MNot that he had an unwholesome fear of God, but that he
e i

respected God, he had reverence in his heart for God.

Dliver liendell Iolmes) said something like this---"In my heart
e S T T . ‘ |

there is a fragile little flower called revercnce and I find that T

must nurture it every Sunday or it soon dies."
4 L .

Is there in your heart and life an awesome reverence for God?

In this day when we are being moved farther and farther away from the

church in what we call segularization---the secular life focuses on

things, on mechanical explanations for our very existence so that we

say---Really; there is _no God.
B - CETRTIW S Hiize i iz S
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whether in theory

or in not. I live as though th&Lﬁjéégﬁgmﬁﬂﬁi_he has no claim on a
Tt e

part of my life. Now that is secular living and we are being.seved

——
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farther apg

oy WS

religious and spiritual by all

==

these forces about us. Why we even take secular music and tey-to
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jumble it up with religious over o
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Jiydia,yone of

followed after Paul and became a believer and understood and that is

the cause of the riot, but she was in that fellowship.

Then over there in Athens we believe that one of the judges or
p
philosophers did not become a believer and in Corinth, the two tent-

rakers éﬂgillgﬂgﬂé_ﬁgiggill%) they were part of that fellowship.

[

r

And here was this Greek, [Ged=fcaring Justus), who said I am a

T am in it.

Are you close enough to be a.part of this modern miracle called
R LA T TP AT |
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the church?

Sitting in the balc y years ago was . Don Harbuck), pastor of
L R — e A S e L S LA

the First Baptist Church, Eldorado= Arkansgs, who was attending a

continuing theological edggg;iggﬁ%ggference. DTy Walne Ward)was

supplying the church that morning in Louisville and said he_Sghsdidie.
weeping ring the first part of the service, even before he started
preaching. When Dr. Harbuck came by aftcr the service, he asked him

what was the natter, ILéhﬁﬂanI was Just so noved w1th_l

I _saw, Yog“yereaggggaéﬁmana&ﬁhing before I ever said a word. That

qgggégéééggp was preaching a sermon., I logk 1 Sauw..
e A - w»- e

everybody; I saw black, white, oriental, but I saw rich people, I saw
— ————
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Heor people, I saw young—people, I saw qﬁﬁ:ﬂggﬁ@p-—-I just had to sit
and weep Wé%% g oY . Thiaﬁiﬁmggggmgmi y Testament c&gﬁg&wxﬁaily is, where

thewggggﬁﬁésylevel.
e

everybody is somebody and ‘the ground at the footiof

VJe are all alike as we come before God.

Justus was a part of the fellowship of the church; he was close

enough to be a part of it"lzgégaigﬁmﬁﬁf%%wé-h---“f

that wonderful, loving-fellowship called a church? | Don't pisedit, frlend,

don't miss gf. You're a Baptist, Youliiwﬂvghﬁietian, but are ycu close
g i

enough to be really a part of the fellowship of the church?

Jy.to be a part of

dmaisany

excava&%gns today have revealed something of the wickedness of the city---

the nazhs;ggaﬁc you see not only the pagan altar in the middle, but

s s 3 s St .
around the edge of the marketplace there “re:iéaﬁﬁsgéﬁé%££=;”b would
call then~--- drinking places, places of immorality and prostitution.
it

33 different locations right around the c1ty square. This was such a
- M

wéckgd Plg;g and people lived such a wild, immoral life that throughout

—

the Roman Cmpire they coined the word.Cezipthian---an Lod" hat llveu

i iy o 1 " ]
L{}d sesiinid free was 1¢@h;%g Cc
Corinthian way of life when you go wild and free like that., And into

this very environment Paul came preaching the Gospel of morality and

LTS

of Christ Jesus.

And here's g;i&ﬂﬁ*'he was close enough to the church where the
L=
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line was drawn and it was drawn. There was a clear distinction between
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yonder somewhere where I do not live, I am part of the body, I am

L

part of the fellowship.

1101 Chesapeake

Thé//:;;;;ﬁ;;;;;)e down here on the corner a
GE\ e T T e S
uﬂi!!!!!!!ﬂi am_gﬁgg;;ﬁggniz* I am

involved in it; I am under the load; I am close enough to share %
pam— : B

Avenue in the Borough of §

onsikb

Are you closc_gpough.to the church to be in touch with the power

up there? The awesone reverence and respect fer Gop for moral % < Do

i AT
vou recognize that God does have a claim on your llfe, that you do
o — z
belong to him whether you do anything about it or not?

There are lots to be said for a God-fearer who says---Oh yes I

,elleve in, God and I know 1'n not what I ouvht to be. I live like a
’ - RS — T e I

T

not pleased.with what I'm doing and the way I'm living.

You see, that is the beginning of all righteousness---the
beginning of a right relationship eternally with God is when there is
this spark of reverence in me and I fear [lim and respect Ilim and

acknowledge Ilin,

*Justus; although he had been brought up in a pagan society in
7 —
Greece with many gods, he was stlll close enough to the church to be

ik

in touch with the main source of power—-—the power of God.

— e
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%ifcondh Justus was close enouﬂh to the church to be a part of the

e el

e
'of that_cnurch : He was _in.dt. e was not just ﬁ nanc_on~

""'%:e;mv -

tbe EEI&ﬁ;but he was in that fellowship over there in the synagogue.

And when it moved over here 1n the house, he was a part,of that

R o=
Bt
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fellowship. Think about that remarkable fellowship that developed

in what was called a Christian church, the body of Christ. Oh, what

a fellowship.




I am not sitting on the outside casting my time and energies to

every other kind of para=church effort and every other kind of program

gz T

going on out yonder.

i'lgf;l__fa.&m&mmw ¥ch is in the % of Chzisks There

e ——

are many claims that come to us from all around saying---go this way,

oo that way, give to this, give to that.

Put I recggnize that the church is the ongoing body of Christ in
WF“J"’ ey - - - -
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the world and I'm under the load. It has my commitment, my resources,

my time, my energy and I'm there,

Are you that close?
—— e Xt oty

.

If you're not, let me encourage you to pack. up todaz_gnqhmove

=y,

next door_to the church and be close, become a part of it. Vhy not

SR ——

change your location and your adé@ossﬁapifiggglly today.

This is the power of the. church today. TIt's very much like

oA e g,
1 Rober '
S
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expedition to the %%%%%éﬁﬂ@f Food and fuel had already been buried

in the year 1910 and 11 and 12 who went on that

at various spots. At first they traveled by motor sled. They broke
T —
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down, they relied on ponies and then on dogs. The_ponies died, the

W

Eggéézyere sent back to the main base and Scott, and the four set out
on foot in January, 1913f Tepperatures were exceedingly cold. At

no time did it rise above zero and on January 18 they reached the

Pole and discovered th

Traveling conditions on
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supply of food inadequate. February 17 the first man died. The four
T

survivors walked painfully across the ice agﬁfﬁst the wind. IMarch 17,
) L N
two I months after thcy had begun the return trip,

= T

a second menber died---

frostbitten., At first, they were optimistic but the blizzard lasted

T

seyeral days. lMarch 29,

cott wrote the final sentence in his diary:
Ve will stick it out to the end, but we're nett

1ng weak of course,
e !Eh—’;m* BT T ‘.J'L Lo e
and the end cannot be gar. It seems a but I do not think I can
- B -:::;==*!!!55-==!.!!==§!!=h.

write.anymore,'

Neyseef his tragic death did not reach England until
) -Tagie ek

Fehzgarvj 1%&3, almost a year later and a mgﬁﬁ£i§l_;%;¥igp was held

for these people. DBut in the field of science and his mission in which

he held out he says- =1 QQBL;_thlnk I can write anyrore.)

R R A S
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Dut when we think ahout<5£;)u;551on for Chrlst in this world,
"__'.4—-—'_-—__-—"3

I

ard)we as faithful in hongfiﬁgﬁggggg_ghzést?




Christian and pagan, totally different in their position on issues and

their stand in life and the way they lived.

4;;;;;;$ald I arl going to stand on the side of riﬂht I'n going

— --...........__,,M__‘

to let my influence be known, I‘L_é_glrlsilﬁn and I want the world to

know it.

Lyery evil in this century of ours, every problem of immorality

T

and of corruption in high places and in low uould be str113htcned out
g e Dl P o P o s

quick if every £ us who aimed to be Christian would stg £
Lu;cl}x;i:ﬁgﬁgémggghgﬂ‘ui vho claine be Chris yld stand o

Sy

openly, ¢ of the solution of the probleri.

This is not right and I' I going to take g Christian stand on it, I
SRR A TS ‘_,na,(_,,_,_ i i e I e BARAIEE T, .,mhkquﬁmmw

w%&Ewg ;Mbﬁggﬂ$ﬂmkaﬁuwthat I am gighr}stlge. Justus lived close

enough to the church thdt he was a part of the solution to the problem

of his day.

Toda

Are 1521

close enough to be in touch with the very source of life itself---

Jesus Christ. Are you close enough to let him have the claims to
“""Wb’“"m‘“‘" e B

your life? Are you close enough today to say, I'm not just a nane on.

ey et b TR RS

the rolly I'm not an absentee member with a church membership way out
g o ﬂ-owmm

yonder somewhere where I do not live., I am part of the body, I anm

.

part of the fellowship,

The éodern mirag¥e down here on the corner a
I i
) i

Avenue in the Borough of
involved in it; I am under the load; I am close enough to share 14
m — - — Aoty 10

responsi



