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NEXT DOOR TO TIIE CHURCH

Acts 18:1-11
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Introduction——-Hhexa_QQ_IQR_Liuﬂ—iéégf1ationship o the world

and vhere do you live in relationship to the church?

I want us to start with vers d_the 5122& is on the other
~ S

side of the world called Corinthﬁ‘ Some of the most outstanding

St ia

nonumental ruins of the ancient world are those in that city. You

e

can visit there, see the templeg of yesterday, the market place, the

altars and the stone houses.

N

Though we know that Athens as a most prominent in history, Athens

~

was a city of philosophers. It was a city of culture.

Corinth at the géﬁgiézi);asus was the center of the empire as far

4 L

as com&&ife, bus@ness and tragf were concerned for all that part of
e, '

the eastern world, not far from Rome.

This was due to its 1ocatéag. If you could just visualize a map,

Greece.jutting out into the Mediterranean Sea, then a very narrow

L

3 or 4 miles wide. There

—— —

Asia IMinor and all the Middle LFast, and one facing west to Italy.

A

liere Coyinth was located at the lower part of the isthmus.



Sailors brought their bq&ﬁghinto this harbor, pulled.them.onto dry

land and rolled them across the isthmus and into the water on the
"-u._____

other side thus they avoided a long and treacherous route by the

————.

Mediterranean so Corinth, very early, became a center of commerce,

trade, seaport city with two_harbors,

Corinth was about 50 miles west of Athens and the Greeks had
wa —_

built a skidway across the narrow isthmus where they actually dragged

' was filled with

smal i i greased ski Now thi§

beautiful EEEB;gs of all kinds. It was bYeatl , 1t was the

center of the worship of Aphrodit “the gggééééfggﬁggga There was
o
a great temple, the 11111 g i eve}”é"enlnw"ga thousand

priestess of the temple would come down into the c;&y—strﬁ‘?s to ply

their trade as cult prostitutes indulging in the worship of sex. The

Z— i

thy r"mled the re)utat on throughout all the Roman worlu as the

“center of sensual/{;ﬁ

BT,

™
Vhercver a citizen of Corinth was portrayed in a{dramﬁ} he would
be a norally logse—sharacter and usually a drunk, This was the city
et

to which the apostle came, walking all alone in the dust of the road.

The city was infested with strenghedds<of_evil., The apostle

describes these in his fiﬁiﬁﬁig;;g;mLQﬂthﬁmﬁgginLhéaHS---SeKual

license, perversion, racial discord, fanily f nolitics
s P 5 » family euds, lollglcdl problens.

O
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our very/own ity. Ve live

lle might say it was like a city

- . 1. . . - : é}
in Corinthian conditions today and if there is any church in the New




Testament with which we could particularly identify, this is one.

Sailors brought their boats into the harbor, pulled them onto
dry land, rolled them across to the other side and this was a seaport

city. Vhen Paul came here, it was not 'only a wonderful conncrclal

center, but it was a center of‘ Fort7fwwfhey had Eﬂééﬂﬁ fqggwaases

discus throwing, many other games, indulged by hundreds—af people and
————————"
watched by thousands of people. Of course, there was a great deal of

ganblinge.and Venus, the goddess of love, was worshiped and in her name

B s SRR i LT TR

they engaged in the vilest religious rites---Sodom, at its worst was
o »
no worse than Corinth. Sé;;gii coming in from the west brought the

vile customs from other nations and so when a man saw a man living

in lewd, sinful ways they described him as saying-—-heagghgxg§“$;hgh“
m

v

o Copinthian.

It was couplete .iestroyedfﬁnh145_B C by the Roman Arm ut

R A

a hundred years later, Julius Caesar rebuilt it in all of its glory
of Rome itself and made it a provincial center with the seat of
government and a governor and people retiring from the Roman Arny

pi—
and the Roman officials came to live in this city that had so much

glamour to it. It was a city something 11 égas Vegas; notor10u§J

for its entertgime®fit. It was the fun city on the Hedltgrranean

1 ‘ . . : . 5
and by the same token, it was a SIn Cityo e

So by the time of this event that I read to you from the

—

Seripture, 5Q0.Ae-d,, Corinth had been there almost a century. The

great apostle

aul*was on his second missionary journey and he came



first to ?Eigjggi,;then to T@;ssalqnica, then to'gggggmépd tO.QEEER§u¢
= reception '
where he preached on Hars Iill and he had no xmxexpxism of the Gospel.

In September of this year, he came on down about 30 or 40 miles to
e —

Corinth.

e read this account in this passage today. After these things

had happened at Athens, E&gégggnggégq and came to Corinth. There he

<232i certain Jews nanmed Aﬂgéél& and his wife, Priscilla, who had

just come from Rome and who were Jewish Christians, we learn.

e

'."“.'
e ~\/E:' This vg§§£§§é;;the qggsﬁiﬂﬁ‘f?fﬁﬁhow do these who had lived in

Nome and recently come from there ever become Christians? Christianitx

s

salem and Judea, but we know the

started in the Middle East
M-—n PR o

fada

Gospel came very early tgrﬂggg. Perhaps there were Romans at

who were saved; and the Gospel flourished in Rome to such

Ak Claudiggﬁ comnanded aé% ﬂgys to

depagt from Rome. We do not know why he commanded Jews to depart,

Penteco

e

both Jewish believers and Jewish Christians, until we read the

secular history.

das_alone at Corinth; his companions had not yet come;

B B
he was waiting. Ile had no money or means of support and he found

o o PR SR

these fine Christian-peeple and they were also faithful members of

the church, the local church.

A Roman/ historian/ by the name Seutonius wrote about Claudius
: ———— e ——
e;g;%%%gg.all_Jews from Rome six years before this because of a

= 4 =




controversy Or a CO that was stirred up among the Jews over
&,

T R E A F .

Christ. the Jewish community, Claudius did not know any difference

between Christian-dews and Orthodox..lews and so he expelled all Jews---
‘_____‘_‘-___

he said they are froublemakers; they are arguing over this issue and

creating confusion and diw. !\bore

sent out of Rome by Claudius.

sd Pau;’ ggungg twéghe;ievers in Corinth and he took up abode with
P
then because they were of’the same craft; they were ge sops:, ) Paul

was a tentmaker.

What is sig@ificant about this or that? Again we dig back into

the background and there were in those mountains a certain breed of

——

higgﬁ;ﬁaégggﬁgggggé_ The black hair of these goats made a very fine

durable cloth and those people had a particular craft and this
s e ——

particular product---the making w that were more durable than

any other tent in the Ifiddle LCast., It was a craft that Paul, as a

rabbi, learned. Lvery raypgﬁhadzgﬁygggéggg whereby he could make
his living and not depend upon the synagogue for his support. So
Paul uas.dtentmaker, and £ the goat-hair tents that he made
as were these two people. So Paul settled d6\411 and began to make

Egy;s with then.

In the meantime, day.by day P ‘:reachec}) not just in the

ng%%mt as his custom he preached in the sgagogueﬁ e

preached that Jesus was the promised lessiah; he brought then the

good news that the one for whom they had waited and werc expecting
"'——(——-—""




had now come in Jesus.

t/ 4 '_sc.‘"hp' .
4 Verse M-thow this says to us that as he reasoned he tried to
persuade the Jews and witness to them. lle did Ehiqgs in versgﬁi

in his work---he rcasoned!‘that is, he approached their maggs and

second, he persuaded.f lle tried to woe and touch the heart and the will

with the Gospel messfige.

the su%erstition that was associated with the Roman religion and the

Greek religion and people were attraected-whedesale to a reasonable true

religion of the Jews which said there's one God and he is a living God.

Another reason they were so attracted to this religion was

‘ They were sigé of the gross immoiglity of

the Romans and of the Greeks. They had turned to a religion that

becausc of itsy

provided a foundation of social structure that would strengthen the

fanily life---a religion of the ten commandments that said there are
some thipgs.wreng.in society and we must build against these things
= -

and throughout the Scripture and throughout history.

Here in Corinth, there were many Gxggk_n;gggix&si;—-God-fearing

people who were worshiping in the synagogues. Now Paul was preaching

to the Greeks and to the Jews in the synagogue that Jesus was now the



Messiah, the comy;gziggwgﬁdghghrexeiation,and that started in the Jewish

religion with Abpalram and now is complete in Christ.

":..an s Verse %K-Tin;o;_ v and Silas soon came to Carinth. This made Paul
feel !;%%%ch better. le loved companigpghm’ and he loved to feel that he
had his brethren 1}y_,h.i.5éd£—hdp§ﬂg him., Nothing in the world helps

a @%W%a goo_d men of his church.axe standing

with him. Nothing hurts him so much as to know that there are some of
L SR
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those who are supposed to help him are out criticizing hin and destroying

| (e

what.he is doing. A Gospel preacher called of God and empowered by the

lfoly Spirit, having the help of good men, cap.
N ’
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God. You can be a vital part and when these men came to Corinth, they
brought Paul an offering from-Philippi and they heard of what had been

done and they begin to work with him.

—p— \/(y In ve@—nut Paul did @et a@,reception in the
e —— -

swgc?/ they hardgned=their hearts, they o;gg;;bdﬁn: and they said
=

he was blaspheming, Paul finally threw up his hands as we would say,
i m

T

in a symbetic way. lle . off his coat and shogk-the=tust.fron it
as I shake nyself of you; in other words, Paul says W}i
L1

from all responsibility of you because I have done all that I can do

and you will not listen to mne. From henceforth I will go to preach
T . =

———

to the Gentiles and they were putting him out of the synagogue. lie
said that is alright; I will shake thg dust of you from my cloak;

your b%_s. on your heads; you must take the personal responsibility

]

for your decision.




As each of ys nust ultinately take pezsonal-respansibility for
our decisions, we each one nust stand beforé God and give an account
of ourseI:;s to God and we can go so and so so long saying---I will
not---I will not---I will not until even the quxnﬁpi?%tngfwggg_ggyg
I nust depart from you--~-you stand on your own---I've done all that

I can do for you, 5o this is what Paul is saying to these people.

e e
-*reﬂﬁmf(rl Versg 7-L-llere is the(;;;\to the wonderful story that we want
."mmm [ ¢ o :; -

you to understand this morning. Vhen he departed _thence going out of

s -

the synagogue, shaking the dust off, telling then they were responsible
e N e———

for their actions and he entered into a ¢fxtain man's housd, named

Justus---one who worshiped God---he was a Greek. And he was a proselyte

in the congregation that was inside the synagogue, vwhose house was hard

against the synagogue, whose house was rch and there

is our lesson for today.

It must have been that as he left the synagogue, there must have

- ] o %\E‘V‘L‘. : :'.'?.\ -

just beenéa wall) between the synagogue andhgg%?‘housei We do not know
— ) ) o e R

who-,", as; this is tlie only reference we have of him. There are

not this one. We know that he was{h Greeﬁ% we know that he was a God-

W 2 .\’*\stm._* | iy o

-} we know that he heard the Gospel preached to him and when the
‘g u% - i
time came that Paul was tHrown gpt of the synagogue and everybody was

e el

i

against him, Justus opened th ddspitalif“(of his heart and his home---

' e
come on and take up my house here, not to live here, that is not what

he is talking about. (@ lready has a plac

e to 1

s o
———

into a W&art a

prayer meeting here, start a preachipg service here, preach in my house---

'.‘:; ' -

ive with Aqyiﬁla and

Priscilla. Take my house and turn it

(o]
1



I turn it over to you and he lived, the Scripture says, next door to the

church.

Living-next door to the church---T think there are many wonderful
’i ssONS we can draw from that very fruitful verse. I think it is
Mfw
significant that Paul would relate this to Luke, who wrote the Book of

T

Acts. Paul seens to say yes, I remember; put thlS down. Not only did

SR T A i s el

this man open his house, but his house was leht next door to the church.
——————,
So it is vegx\vital, I think, that Paul wanted us to get the message---
T AR
not just the hospitetity of this man, but the location where it happened

and this occurred in the Book of Acts.

Now we remember here that there in Corinth, when things were going
e
so tough_and so hard and all the peop%gﬂgg;gwggpggéngwgg’ Pa?} said there

was a man, Justus. Ille Ilved Ti
o A

gh ex door to the smnajo- e and he 1is

TR

the one who opened his house and his heart and he lived next door to the

church.

\\NQ:%. Tletquestlonyi want to ask today-cziéggflose to the church do you

live?l Do you live as closg as gustus.11veg to the church? HNow, I'm

not talking about pg%gggallgu e start this servi

and I meet people---some have driven several miles to come to this church.
Pl - .4 s

L -
Come dri . N o v , A
Some drive several miles---a de a auggﬁmecggpl gqﬁgpcr. It is not

that they live next door physically to the church, but they live close
to the church ggi;i;ggl&ys That's what I'm talking about---living next

door to the church with your life, with your interests, with your pattern,




with your contentment---hard against the church; that's where I live.

H@g;glasemdidwluggggb;;ve to the church? Now physically the

church was r%ghtpggg&tgéggéqbut spiritually, how close did he live?
e D o f-“
- P 4
/

/ h
*ﬁaas__gyf t by T think Justus lived close enough to the church to be in

fhat was_ there. Are you that close?

uch with the scouxr
zm- B Tt Ao

The word God-fearer says a
____...p_---'-""“-"'““-

ce of poy
st of things to us about this man---he

feared God. Mot that he had an unwholesome fear of God, but that he

!

respected God, he had reverence in his heart for God.,

0liver Vendell Ilolmes) said something like this---"In my heart
"‘-J'__‘z“\’h_:_‘,:‘ T 1 PO——— = T e

there is a fragile little flower called xeverence and I find that I

must nurture it every Sunday or it soon dies."
Mﬂﬂ!ﬁm " ==
B

Is there in your heart and life an awesome reverence for God?
In this day when we are being moved farther and farther away from the

church in what we call

jon---the secular life focuses on
3 T

things, on mechanical explanations for our very existence so that we

say---noqllxg there 15 no_God.

FrETE=E e

e—

whether in theory

a———-'—'-b
or in not. I live as though tﬁgéﬁtfézﬁﬂzﬁﬁéi.he has no clain on a
ﬂ"’"" =

part of my life. MNow that is secular 11V1ng and we are being.sweved

-

T TIRTIS

frﬂm{mm -8 x fron thing religious and spiritual by all

eyt

these forces about us. Why we even take secular music and txy-to
Vo RN T PR e

jumble it up with religious overtones.

BTN e
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Are you closc elough.to the church to be in touch with the pover

up there? The awesone TeverghLe and respect for CGod for morality. Uo
e ——— -

A

you recognize that God does have a claim on your 11fe
‘ ik

belong to him whether you do anything about it or not?

that you do

There are lots to be said for a God-fearer who says---Oh yes I

I llve like a

Yo, PM'&.WW

Lc;;pve 1n God and I know I m not what I ought to be.

e

R e

ag I talkslike. agan fI:§££=%%gg——-L—ﬂ— and wl ou really get
P& an,ﬁ_ gyllka@paggl s ] ‘m_“im)a an 1en y y g

s

down to it, I Pnowiin_;

heart that God is real, he is alive and he is

not plc@&gd,ulth what I'm d01ng and the way I'm living.

You see, that is the beginning of all righteousness---the
beginning of a right relationship eternally with God is when there is

this spark of reverence in me and I fear Ilim and respect Iim and

aclmowledge Ilim,

fxﬁgatusf although he had been brought up in a pagan society in
S —
Greece with maqxﬂgods, he was still close enough to the church to be

in touch with the main source of power---the power of God.
™ W

izésoﬁ& Justus was close enough to the church to be a part of the

I i

P

'% He was_in.it. He was not just & name o

"‘Wl el

be Eé;é&rbut he was in tnat fellowship over there in the synagogue.

And when it moved over here 1ndgbg_house, he was a part of that

e -~
P T M\L

fellowship. Think about that remarkable fellowship that developed

in what was called a Christian church, the body of Christ. Oh, what

a fellowship.

= 1l =



. / ful‘ﬂtw'" \
was in that fe%égwshlp——‘“ dia,}one of

the most prominent businesswomen of that day. In that churcl was also

- Vs,
a(@gﬁggfed girl/who was being exploiEed by some wicked men. She had
followed after Paul and became a believer and understood and that is

i

Start at Philippi)
‘T—q-— !

the cause of the riot, but she was in that fellowship.

Then over there in Athens we believe that one of the judges or
pones . ained
philosophers did not become a believer and in Corinth, the two tent-

makers,| Aquilla and Priscill%) they were part of that fellowship.

e

£

And here was this Greek, [Ged-=fearing Justus), who said I am a

part of the wonderful New Testament fellowship---the body of Christ---

PR

I am in it.

i 1 lled
Are you close enough to be _d.part of this Iodggn n1ra%m% ca

the church?

Sitting in the balcgony years ago was \Dr. Don Harbucgl pastor of
L N B A SR PR

the First Raptist Church, Eldorado, Arkansas, who was attending a

u—msm;:ﬁznzngﬁy

continuing theological edugation conference. \ Dr. Waiée warﬁ)has

supplying the church that morning in Louisville and said he SaWeddse

w?§§%££;guring the first part of the service, even before he started

preaching, When Dr, Harbuck came by aftcr the service, he asked him

what was the matter. Do gmsg;ﬂml was Just SO noved w;thJZx

L sau.  You vere alreadyspreaching before T ever said a word. That

LT

congregation was preaching a sermon, I 1ogkﬂd—afeaﬂé—and_lﬁﬁ_‘;ﬁ
-ongregaty - & ITIOT . Sal

everybody; I saw black, gﬂiﬁg,_oriental, but I saw rich people, I saw
RS —

e L o
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n-nkm Thirdy Justus was cloggmenough. to.bi

pgor people, I saw )_{legﬁ"ople, I saw oMe---I just had to sit
and weep wi joy. This_ is, @ﬁngeiEEPent q@gg&%waﬁaily is, where

w&ggwgggﬁﬁmésylevel.

everybody is somebody and the ground at the quﬁrof

=i

lJe are all alike as we come before God.

Justus was a part, of the fellowship of the church; he was close

enough to be a part of it-@ﬂ; se~eBaughi.to be a part of
that wonderful, 1g¥iggﬁ£ellowship called a church? !Don't Eéfffit“ friggd:

don't miss_j&. You're a Baptist, you're a Chxdstian, but are you close
1 ¥ it ’
A o

enough to be really a part of the fellowship of the church?

18 F and the

i

L

the Hzﬁﬁggﬁ;ﬁﬁe, you see not only the pagan altar in the middle, but

——
around the edge of the marketplace there are;ééiaéﬁgégéggéd;we would
call then----drinking places, places of immorality and prostitution.
e ——.

33 different locations right around the city square. This was such a
¥ o ﬁw-‘___h__________/—'_ e

wicked place and people lived such a wild, immoral life that throughout

—

the Roman Lumpire they coined the word.Coxingthian---anybody that lived

w%%égigg:fzgggfmnd free was labgled Cox You are 1iving.the

Corinthian vy of 1life when you go wild and free like that. And into

this very environment Paul came preaching the Gospel of morality and

iy

of Christ Jesus.

And here's iggﬁﬂﬁ* he was close enough to the church where the

line was draim and it was drawn. There was a clear distinction between



Christian and pagan, totally different in their position on issues and

their stand in life and the way they lived.

‘gstu;';.ild I am going to stand on_the 51de of rlf‘ht. I'm going

= »a—.-.._

to let my influencc be known. Igl_jLJﬂLLL&LLan and I want the world to

lnow it.

gyery evil in this century of ours, every, problel of immorality

——"

and of corruption in high places and in low would be str1lghtened out
e A et b

ckly if f us wh ed to be Ci would st % ggt
qui LY 1 Q%ggyong,gw us who clained to be Christian wou and ur

openly, ¢ of the solution of the problemn.

This is not right and I'm going to tak Christian stand on it. I

N e R e T i e B e PR T &F

.apt everybody to kngw-that I an gggpr;gtlan. Justus lived close
,’

enough to the church that he was a part of the solution to the problem

g,

of his day.

Are 1521

close enough to be in touch with the very source of life itself---

—

Jesus Christ. Are you close enough to let him haVe the claims to
Mot AP Lt AL AL R e

your life? Are you close enough today to say, I'm not Just a nane on,

e R TR

txiﬂﬁg;;,,l'v not an absentee member with a church membership way out

- mvu:ﬂ.—;ﬂk’lﬂﬁﬁ'»

yonder somewhere where I do not live. I am part of the body, I am

e,

part of the fellowship.

The fiodern mirag¥e down here on the corner af 1101 Chesapeake

~ = = em———
Avenue in the Borough of of it. I am

involved in it; I am under the load I an close enough to share m

responsi



I an not sitting on the outside casting my time and energies to
every other kind of. paraechurch effort and every other kind of progran

IR,

going on out yonder.

I bela@me theweltiech is in the on?01n§ witness of Christs. There
Aui‘v‘ o

are many claims that come to us from all around saying---go this way,

oo that way, give to this, give to that.

Dut I rec*gnlzo that the church is the ongoing bod

A AT AR i e b i et P R

of Christ in

e

the world and I'm under the load. It has my commitment, my TeSOUTCES,

my time, my energy and I'm there.

Are you that close?
_.——-—""‘-'—.—-"“"M

-

If you're not, let me encourage you to pack up today and move

next door_ to the church and be close, become a part of it. Vhy not

vy et

change your location and your adéﬁsssﬁspiEiEgg;ly today.

This is the pquphgf”;hg&ghu;gbmtqd;y. It's very much like

WKM#N’*-MW%
G%ptaln Robert &

fe———

expedition to the South.kgde. TFood and fuel had already been buried
A s

at various spots. At first they traveled by motor sled. They broke
__#

¢t in the year 1910 and 11 and 12 who went on that

down, they relied on ponies and then on dogs. The _ponies died, the
Ty

3§8§£:¥Ere sent back to the main base and Scott, and the four set out
on foot in January, 1912, Tempera ere exceedingly cold. At
S g i

no time did it rise above zero and on January 18 they reached the




AN

supply of food inadequate. February 17 ibe first man died. The four
survivors walked painfully across the ice agﬁiﬁst the wind. Heggh‘l7,

------- T A ok e T B

frosthitten. At first, they were optimistic but the bhlizzard lasted

ey

seyeral days. Harch 29, Gcott wrote the Final sentence in his diary:

We will stick it out to the end, but we're gettlng weakg; of course,
W w

R

. A A N

and the end cannot be ;ar. It seems a pity hut I do not think I can
@XM

o mp—— e

write .anymorc."# Newswef his tragic death did not reach England until
- "--h—-—-""'____

o o

}"ebluar 191 , almost g year later and a MW was held

for these people. But in the field of science and his mission in which

he held out he says- -1 Qggl;ﬁthlnk I can wrlte anywore.)
I T 7

But when we think about \our n&§510n for Christ in this world,

ot st U R S

d;é)wc as_faithful in honoring Jesus Christ?
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