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THE NIGHT OF FRHIT ESS TOIL

John 21:1-6

INTRODUCTION:

From our-might scenes: in the Bible, !Pete 5
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\Z 7 And they went forth and entered into a ship and immediately that night, they caught

’aqd_hiswg%;gp agree to go fishing.

nothing.
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Fishing) is something that is often mentioned in the 0ld Testament and the

\
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New Testament. In the book of Lev. ll‘?and Deut. 14 9 -{Wﬁ?read that whatsoever has

flns and acales in the water is declared clean by law. That as that which has not

aas ‘,,« et

fins is forbidden.

We also note that there ar

ﬂw}f;ﬁh%that can live in the DeadtSea. Or they

perish, even though the swift currents of Jordan would*fove many of them down stream

- they perish because of the high content of(éélﬁﬁ

a net that was several feet long with weights on the bottom of it and they would pull

the ropes and cast the net in the form of a circle,

For then ‘they to*& for hours without sucecess.

And vet there
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¥ish were used for
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,ﬁ,éﬁ we read in Chapter 13 - Verse 47, about @Agxagwne£;~ casting



abundance of food. These fishermen wore special garments when they went fishing.
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of Jesus was that he took fiw

#{i%{fisbes, and fed a great multitude of people. Matt. 14:17,

loaves and fish -
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esus used the _te 0 his Disciples

It had such an impact upon the people that f

;iégéycu will follow me,

T will make you to become fishers of men.,

ey

Of flshlng, all night, and there are all klnds 2§g§i:;;e%g£f;ut men who flsh and
1e8

’ size f fish, ete. I remember a story I

read abouty ho went fishing. They happened to hit a real hot spot and
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at that spot. Mike said we had better({m this hole%and come back tomorrow. And so

they hauled in a 5uﬁch“ hoppegﬁ. And Mike and Pat had a tremendous time fishing

(Tét\pulled up the anchor and as they moved ashore, Mike said Pat, did you maxk the
I F
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And;ﬁlke



ey
snorted you have a loose screw w(%ow o you know that we' ll(getjfgf same boat tomorrow
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when we come to ren boat to go fishing.
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I suppose there has beenﬁanpthzg&nggg that has been given to such far fetched

stories as that of fishing., And/pén today are little different from those of years
/
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III. THE FANTASTIC TECHNIQUE

- it is %ggi;utiful night., It is

quiet and peaceful. And there is qgmﬁgzgggwhre%;e - nggmg_;ige;g to break on the

white sands of the silent shore. The lake lies as clear

and calm as the lofty mountains
1 S

there is heard the occasional cdil of a sheg erd. To answer the watchdog who breaks

IR

the silence of night. But here is a boat that has gone out on this sea. The Roman

horseman pass along the patrol on the road - close to the waters edge. But the shore

is silent.
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In the midst of the deep calm there a o come slowly and thoughtfully

down to the narrow beach. And they ent

ush it out a little way
. - . -

from the land. They are clad in their coarse gargmggmﬁighgggen. Their faces have been

bronzed by their exposure to the wind and the sun. Their hands have been swollen with

dragging the dripping net. And hardened with pulling the laboring ore.

But these men are destine to hold the highest rank among the great masters and
teachers of mankind. They are to bear their lives and spend their lives carrying a

torch, about the Heavenly truth. Offering the remedy for all human woes.

in this group. There is also (3 ) ! ' _bossom, in the upper chamber,
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from the hill town
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They aregg ing hard and honestly at
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it. They are now a sufficient distance from the land. And they cast thgi;r%%; into
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the deep sea. And dggwﬂitﬁggw Time and time again, they work at their fishing trade.

They ghanged the;g~g£gggiﬁfthey péﬁﬁﬂg:x
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They row _out into
s

deeper water. They come nearer to the shore. And everywhere they let down the net,

e 4 utli b8, When a Christian used this asQa 31gnﬁof
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wanted to know whether the one whom he(@é@ wag a Christian, he would trace with a




Christians. And they might speak of Christ in safety.

Therefore these fishermen and their trade furnish for us a great background of

all Christianity.

men's hearts. W

men.
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not successfull., And everytlme a man goes out flshlng, he

7 T
- i1l t al s bring back tri of fish. Th Discipl ht hing. Th
; will not always bring back a string gguﬁls ese Disciples caught nothing ey

spent long hours. Fruitless toil - thinking and talking about the absent Lord. And
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toiling at their occupation. T Imdea  AF A j
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and they were trying to live

over the past.

And they werept; : i ives in for and some

hope for the future. And on tb]s little lake, they hoped that they would get things

ight of fishing. You will remember this was the

SEOEE

to the,&inds and the winds hushed. Tt was close

"zs%
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where he so oftenfhealedxthe siqk,

And it was not

over the ridge

and he changed

. e f”ﬂw — T
the hills. That was his home. Now these (Fishermen>no doubt were thinking about all

ofw hesef things. They are sad. While the long hours of the weary night are spent in
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starts out - he means to take it easy. He never

strazns himself.

Heymeets the demands before him. He never sets his standards very

He has little patience to listen to duty.

He is ready for anythlng that w111 divert a vacant _ 3 -
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mind. He means to
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to enjoy himself, ,15 all niéﬁt and takes nothing. If he lives to old age, he
"""""""""" T
will only be poor and a disapp01nted man. ’ ’(
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. who is

Falton  Trgiy o 3@@% W dide. [/
/fagecinated with a fashlonable 11fe, who turns away from the

iour and dismisses

ety, loves light literature and

him for a gay life, talks of trifles, and choses soc

N

light conversation, light amusements, Wilfz‘

ieht and tagke nothing., Tt will

bring darkness and disappointment upon her soul. She makes the great mistake of
—

fmultitudeéﬁaf the vyoupg throw away their

supposing that worldliness is happiness.

b s. And then find that their hearts are empty and unsatisfied. It has made

them waste their young affections. You let every young woman put forth her purest

and give herself to Christ - and then she will discover that Christ will show himself
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mfo;xthere are sogﬁany 1l1ustratipns
K

to you 6f people who Havg”%ut the world fqut Who have

ent-a whole 11fet1me=1n

"""" There are those who have pushad the S chepol out of their
il
lives. They have become ashamed to study the laws of God. They go away to toil

m/
for long dark years to find something more interesting than the blessed book. But

when they come to the end of life beyond the river of death, they die. They hope

for Heaven - but they'll miss it.



So the fishing trade may be compared with the fruitless toil that these fishermen

had without fish. To lives that are lived in fruitlessness - flounderlng around in

/ / ;
folley/'frustrated,‘and LUIll@ -/ Wflxgﬁﬁmf /gkv& wﬁﬁkﬂﬁyﬁyt“Z§ZiLwaﬁam
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inNEE:Zj} he spoke to his

\}gé _. Disciples at this time.
y ﬁjf“”wDisciples. Q:§;)~ He says children h y eat. And they answered him "no''.
e ,v &

Jesus said

f the ship. A astic technique

that Jesus came to them.with. ! tfﬁ some., Were cast their net and they were

unable to haul it for such aib ch - or mass and quantity of fish.

As we look at these Disciples after the night of fruitless toil, we find the scene

greatly changed. It is Egzg;ggéwnnulhgrﬁ%é. And the pale shadows of light are coming

up on the Fastern sky. And the

the shgrelineﬁgrightens;Q . And the weary Disciples now cease from their fruitful toil.

For the time of success had passed with the night. And still they had taken nothing.

,q.usgtanding on the beach. And they h

.

But they see thizgégpi.'
They had often heard before. And they are numbed - he tells them to cast the net on

e N,
the right side of the ship. Andﬂﬁgccess3which follows their obedience to his words

— reveals that this was the voice of the risen Lord.

lehe fruitless toil. 1In th jn;ﬁof seeing

" Immediately they( f

{ S
Jesus ~ they had learned a great lesson. The highest skill and the hardest work are vain
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without the presence of Jesus. And that the success of 1life is obedient to him.

_for some of you to iiarn. And hard for the heart

to learn, tonight. You may wogk fard as you posswblygcan to draw up riches and

pleasures in this world. And the , 1 " Put there will be disappointment,
You may pursue the most common occupatiopn

become success and joy.

,._...m_

night from;the<gigzgfiuigore his voice is sweeter than that

of an angel. FHe séys to each of you tonight

oldlow me. And the first step of

obedience is faith.

e

Y
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Mnd T will assure/vou

\ !
the é%;k night of toiling will be OYS;. When you _see

e

Jesus. It is the Lord, one of them said, standing on the lakeside. On every hand

we take our short _cutsy our sad moments, our frustratedﬂtaxms in the world. We see

e

misery, famine, battles, murders, and all of these taking place. That Jesus comes,
e P /_w-"‘ e T

and he said, my children - have you caught any fish. Have you landed any in the

net.

Into every place, and he is searching to

discovey whether there is meat to eat And he is saying, cast your net on the other

side of the ship.

It was reat day/when Jesus stood that morning on the beach. And made that
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and the shore his auditorium for that congregation to listen from their

[ T

pews in that boat. And the practical application he made - launch out into the deep.

R e

Let down your nets as told in Luke 5:4.

Now this is th i i 5 oiled all night# and taken nothing.

Some were suspicious. And*there are many Christians today who

work in the same way. They §;§Wé§2i9§;°at a conference, at a meeting, ot over sope |
& E o ,,: \3 } , 2ty
book. They get a little enthusiasm," v

AP
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There is no cost(involveé?in launching out. But you say, that is not so good. Well,

it is delightful. But letting down -~ that is a problem for us.

o make ypu, and to make them_ fishers

Have vyou launched _out and let dowm. Or

are you in the boat firmly anchored to the church pew. Jesus said, I'll make you

fishers of men. Not a fisher - if you are not a fisher of men, you are not following.

You are not true. A?
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ing, there is no following.

&

understood the termgmpf Jesus. Now men are darting hither

Now these éiiéf:iple der

—

and there. In the shadows of aimlessness, busy doing nothing, and getting no where.
They swim in the shallow because they lack the moral character to go out in the deep.

They jump inteo the smallest puddle and there is emptiness.
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There are countless fish drifting and floating in the tides of moral bankruptey.

';;? 7

—

p m% .
> world vis on the outside }

ground. And we are to launch out and that means we are to?,_jwhere the fish are.

2,

The boat that never goes fishing will never make a profit‘for the owner.

e

Launch out(eveé}if it is uncomfortable, Oriéamﬁfpt times. It is worthwhile to
- g, o = s

o

let dowmn vour nets.

sqg}lﬂggg_youldmggz.

down. 3But the present church today,:our members sit down and sit tight. Think about

P

it ~i£”§ou had a 100 members and every member was a fisher of men. (if IOOEmembers,“\

of gne churchfcaught oneAish each yeaj
—— 7 e =

population of the city could be in Christ's net

they will nevw r catch any fish gﬁ%;e. Now God cannot save all the fish just with our

church services. And we may pray that God will send them to us, but the command is

that we go out and catch them. Fishermen know that fish,

e

o

e _
But they @EZ%M?O,bﬁiF?UEht% The Lord Jesus always&égoks for fi

must do the same, We get the impression that mar

atching fisg. And many churches are equiﬁggawzaﬂdeal with a

[N

large catch. And what the churcﬁﬁieeds is a matter of fishing. They need this
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fantastic technique, that Jesus talked about here. Small boys, old men, business-

eo le, folce clerks. All of these can go fishing. Just like they do all across

P Lsennin™
T

this world. HNow you go down to the

are there. All s , ‘ & The fur wrapped/:

And some use all sorts of equipment to fish with and some?
e s g

of money. But they all enjoy fishing.

| or provided for - every

Christian is a fisher of men. This is Chrlst s-.ideal.

s T
g

sam:not, slow of speech. I am of a slow tonguef{ Ex, 4:10/ When he

was commissioned to flsh for men

A ———

thousands. If you can talk about the weather, you can talk about Christ.

Isa. 6:5. But the nggmggglt with that problem.
-

I am a man oflunclean lips

here am I, send me.

S —

e
You feel you arejnot worth;\

o fish - you may be right, but he can equip you.

Lord, I cannot speak, for I am This was a statement

of a man who could not speak. But he is wrong. If you have a tongue, it can be

used.

full of fish John 4:39. Samaritans of

Pz s
the city believed, e
% Mark 5:19 & who was liberated from thekpevil's dominion,

was 1nstructad

8s the Lord,hath
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done for thee. How he had compassion upon thee. Everyone and anyone can do this.

vt

There ig - Go\jhas arranged for the things to flsh with. Here is an ggean,
God-has arranged for us.

The Lord (Jesus is more interested in seeking souls than Christians will ever

be. He kn

s where the fish are. He knows the right time and the right place.

He knows the habit of getting them together.

and he{i;ught thatA

And it doesn't matter whether it is a whale or not. God knows how to put you

in a proper place to fish.

The fantastic technique which he said to these men - launch out, lower your nets.

f"’"‘\‘f
eter found
o

his fish -~ he lived in a_gentlle home. He went to that hcme and the whole household

I

was glorlouqu convexted“

.
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advertise or make announcements - that the fish will swim into the net. Into the

heart. It simply will not take place.

f we are going to be in contact with £ish, as our
N
Lord Jesus sald there is ngmghgxtﬂcut*. It is imperative that we go about this

process.,

|

ch must be landed

y G4 1
i

them,

And the fishermen do not influence fish - they catch

You must be able not only to explain the Gospel, to the fish, but you must

e

be able to land him —{lead him to Christ> Pray with him when he is ready and bring

him to the point of assurance and thankfulness, for all that he has in Christ.

awv the tangible results of the Tord's working, he fell down at
g a A

Jesus’ kneeé, sayin%?ggpart from me, oh'Lord, I am a sinful man/ Luke 5:8-9

He was convicted, of his faithlessness and he was amazed. And here was a net full

of fishes. They had launched out -~ they had let down.

Ll

this ngxwtamland In thinking about this, I found that some people have given some

ey i

o,

study to the matter of these(iSBVEish’

g%;d that the number 153 is made up of 3 things.

First, there is 100 that represent the fullness of the Gentiles. He says this is

—
who will be gathered in to Christ. Second, is the 50 -~ he says this stand for the
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reminant of Isyael who will be gathered in. And third, there is 3»— that stands for .

J— R

the tripltyé To whose glory all things are done. That is at least some interesting

I S

explanation.

[P
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cilugus?izé} in another explanat;gn of this said, that 10 is the number of the 1aw.

o,
e

B
There are Lgxggggéggggnts 7 is the number of grace for the eifts of the spirit ~ or
S5 Lrdit

seven_fold. And go he @Eigigéigg_thigmggg and the 153 stands for all those who either

<%by law or by gracé have been moved to come to Jesus Christ.
— 7

s

T
(igéiée/glve% a simplier explanatlon — he says that in thel sea there are 153
]

_________ .

<;}fferent klndg)of fishes. And that the catch stands for a catch w1§wféverv klnd)

e
T

- T—
of fish. And therefore the number(symbolizes th the fact that some day all men C of all

i

R R

qggigg§“will be gathered together to Jesus Christ. The great catch of fish was

et

gathered into the net. And the net held them all. And the net stands for the

church - and the church is wide enough to embrace all nations.

T

We have row Out The Lifeline Across the Dark Way,
%
% There is a braghgr}who someone should save, Somebody's brother,oh who will dare
T e S — o

to throw out the lifelisdie }n peril to share. Throw out the lifeline, throw out the

o

sion that we should be fishers

) of men. And we have a great field to fish in and to work in. And let it not be said

that our night is spent in fruitless toil because Jesus has given us the fantastic

techniques of dropping down the nets and of taking a full catch.
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~"poor forever,.

VN
He sugﬁgggs. But in,Qﬁddle A he.is rich, And he has everything that money

7
can bugr at his command. And at last, money cannot buv[thggmmhich man needs moiy.
e P e RNy

o \ M\\ e
It ;gﬂggilkgzﬁhégﬁinﬁss It cannot buy €aith:; Tt cannot buy (¢h
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eerfulness), pardon

of sin, preparation for death, thaf%opéaof Heaven.

e —
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o .
The capacity to makgwggggy is a great and a sacred{galent.W Which God gives to
e s AT TS0 gy -
%
men to be used in the enrichment of souls and the enlargement of their heart. And

their hopes and desires to a better life.

o

When men use their (talents only for self, and the world, it only makes them
) § 7
poorer in the priceless jewels of their heart. The harder they toil, the less they

get.

-—-M\x‘\ ,—“’“"s.\‘%
Now this/;;ogg rich, w%ﬁlthy man @E?ls?that he has spent all of his labor for
“ e s ey

S T —
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nothing. With all of his success he has not gained the satisfaction of his soul.

He has 1ived§gni?%ﬁgrkthﬁwmaxldo The(?ézzzfis only waiting for him to die - to
, -

get out of the way, for éﬁhgg@%to 111 his place and to enjov his possessions. And

with weary disappointment - this old man has labored and toiled all night, and taken

nothing.

and made this thewgyeat business of

N,
......

life - God would have given him wisdom and talent to make a better world. He would
< =

have had é:ggihadder place on earth than the death chamber

-

i

.,



fruitless toil.

They let down the net into the dark degthﬁrof the sea and it always comes up
empty. And so they thought of plunging into the deep and dark mysteries of Christ's

death and resurrection. They are hoping for some light on this.

Just as they were before, he said to them, follow me. They were weary,

diSsagggiB;gg. And they were in the midst of fruitless toil. And thev had taken

st

nothing -~ the Bible says.
oRle
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At this gintyél would like to say that there are |

among us who spend our whole liY&f* the whole 1ife as these Disciples spent that night

on the Sea of Galilee. Toiling in Qazkggﬁg. Taking nothing. The world is full of
toilers who never get satisfaction or return from their labor. Because they lose

sight of Jesus Christ.

There are a great number of{peop%&fwho put forth a great effort. Pour out all of

their strquxh and come to the end of life, without ever having found anything worth

s
e M S

living for. The world is full of the dissappointed and the unhappy.

T

troubled sea of to:l and competition.

i B
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And he Qﬁg}_},&} to make something out of life. To be proud of it and to enjoy it. He

puts a severe restraint upon appetite and passion. He has nothing to do with those

. .
that are idol. He 15Q&§55nt,ggpn turning every hggx, every aciyalntance‘ every

e re—— S ———",

opportunity to some account to advance his own efforts and enlarge his possessions

and his position.



