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/Another thing in thinking about the foundation of this

sermon, It's not a license % i

We hear ofte

"If I believed in eternal security, then I'd d6é what T wanted

to do, since I'd be saved regardless." But said

once, "That's exactly right. I do what I want to do, but",

he says, "in regeneration, Christ did something to my 'wanter.d

I just don't want to do the things you're talking sbout, "he

says.("When a man experiences the new birth, it _creates in
his_heart a_hatred, for s Dr. Conner says,

We want to also see in this that/iﬁ is _not the argu__megt of
gn that wi ehermine n_of thj but it w:L,J_.% p&:

the word of God. The saint must depend upon: the solid ground

of the Bible, It is "Thus saith the Lord." And God has

spoken of many great truthssin the Bible, and I think that

this is one of the most glorious that we have record of.

B O L Yt o it i

I, God's glan

We note first Ged's plan for the human race, he placed

may in this earth for s purpose and for a plan., God made man
to have @o-m’ s aa over the fowl of the sir, the fish of the

sea, the cattle, and over all the earth, and every creeping

|
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old doctrine.

7
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ONCE SAVED-—ALWAYS SAVED I John 5:10-12

Intro: We come face to face with 3 subject that is one of

the old problems of mankind,

It has been discussed perhaps
more than any other single docfrine in all the Bible, in the

church and among Christians,

Giaplr statedd it is this: Can a man be lost after he is

saved? In other words, what is saivatioh, what does it mean?

| 3 5 22  Ths i

What does salvation involve? What does the B:Lbl‘e S3y about

this doctrine? Can a man ever be lost after he has accepted
—_——

Jesus Christ?

This introduces, really ,¢two s&stems of theoloa s in this

In many religious denominations, we find, they

think in terms of one or the other. <One Zadvocates salvation

by works, or by werK and grace, which means ‘when workd fail
T~
S
in whole or in part, the result is apostasy, and the one

having professed faith in Christ and his works is lost. Now

the system advocates salvation by ggede alone, without

any mixture of works., This view holds that if sinners are

saved by grace alone, they must be kept by grace unto eternal

life, and that means they ¢an never be los}t. That means what

we call in@&@, %ﬁiﬁi securi tib
iGes_not meemythat under some

conditions he can backslidg or grow cold and lose fellowship

¥

The security of the believer

with God and thus for a time lose his salvation. He may fall
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down but he does not and cannot fall out of the hands gg

Christ. ~When the Christian sins he will be stiicken with

grief and confess it to God.

Dinned woefully and shamefully against God and was

made to suffer for it, But he was not cut off from his re-

lationship with God., A_Mn_i_sﬁéi_his child for

wrong doihge So does God,——nunishes'his child when he sins

against him., God would no more damn his child for his mis-

deed than an earthly father would banish his child for the

wrong deeds he conmits,

oxder to correct the erring ghild.

very similarly, in the same way, Nowd!EEiE?onée said, "No

His punishment is administered in

Thus, God deals with us,

Matt, 6:24, Now that statement

|
]
|
|
|
|
mantcan serve two masters." :

|

is applicable to the Christian as well as to the non-Christian,

We know thefpanhil good thing

shall I do to inherit eternal 1ife?" In other words, this
man wanted to do something, Ij_nag_;, And when we come to

deal with bhis matter of eternal security, it is not I, but j
it is Christ. If one must hold out faithful to the end, if

one must work out his own salvation, then all Christian act- |

ivity is ultimately seifish. But if ope is held faithfully

by Christ. If one works out what Christ has worked in, then

all Christian sctivity is for the glory of Cod.

. sermon,

Bk

On th‘ m.' e used to clear away the QderbrushI and get
the undergrowth out of the way, then you could cut s tree or

get vision for observation. Let us, just for a moment, sorta

lay a foundation by saying to you

Some scripture and some arguments that we'll not be

able to touch on.

W, mpad alsoér_hlﬂiﬂimmaﬂwm

say Jihebber another is a Christian or pot, "For gan looketh

bn the outward appearance but the Lord locketh on the heart."
I Sam, 16:7.

We must als

keep in wind that yg bave iwo.natures, that
man is g spirit, and he has a body, and that, the exparience
of the new birth brings life to the spirit, but, the physical
Paul says, is waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption

Rome 8323,

fus doctrine dogg not do guai.ghibb-the possibility of sin.
It is not in line with ginless perfecidan.
hat

of the body.

John, who preached
eternal life, says, " we _decgive
in uas," I Joh The fact

is that if we are Christians, we are going to be more aware
— a2l D

of sin, The greater concept we have of God, the grester con-
in, e.have ol Uog g

scicusness we're going to have of sin,

a

Te Christian who sins

will know ite
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much afraid.-that she smighd. fal].
say, Wiell, why don't you do it?"

"#here would I fall to?"

And it was giyven to me to

"You would fall down onto. the ever-

"Well, preachery she: said, |

i
thing. Gen,1:26
After the wicked men were destroyed, during the days of

thewwe know that having placed man upon the earth,

God slowly worked out his design of redemption. (A.hm@

lagting arms of GodY he replied, "for the Bible says. that his
everlasting arms are underneath his children. And if, you

should fall down into his everlasting arms,.it is sure: and
certain that you would not fall through them.

Therefore, God's plan, was to provide saving. grace, that
his people, through grsce, might be saved.,

This was a finished
work that God had in mind, and when Jesus said,on the cross;
he declared that there every demand of;;God's broken law had

. been_naf, IWW the father

Jesus Christ the righteous, Here the problem of sinning by

the believer is squarely-met. .John knew no such thing as.sin-
less perfection in the flesh, :A Christian may sin; but sooner
or later he suffers for its "My sin is ever before mey" David

cried,as he prayed, "Restore unto me the joy of my sa2lvation.'

II. The Christian's Eosition

As we turn from God's plan, let us see what the
Christian's position is. The God I worship &s the almighty.

and as we look at our lives, we are sin-scarred, hell-bound

was_chosen to produce a nation, that through him Christ might

God said of Abraham, "o _thee, shall all
the familiescbf the earth be blessed," Gen, 12:3
God did build a great nation through Abraham, and they

come to the earth,

turned their backs upon God, and he sent them off for. LOO

years into SlaNeni.in Zgypt.

for he said to ‘them in Exodus 12:13#7ind the blood shall be

He was working out his plen,

to you for a token upon the houses where you are, and when I

see the bloed, I will pass over you. God gave special pro-

tection to his people. "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass,

and as thy day is, so shall thy strensth be,"

God promised specifically that his cause was not going to

Deut, 33:25.

fail., He said through Isaish, "3o0 shall my word be that

goeth forth out of my mouth. It shall not return to me void,

but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the things whither unto I sent it."

' Now, digd G i £ salvats  ope? If Cod

provides eternal life for man, as indeed his word says,. if a
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man ¢an be saved and then lost,, K the only conclusion that we |
can draw is that there must be two kinds of salvatiop, namely
salyation that is eternal life, and salvation that is tempor-
ary, that qan save s man today apnd allow him to be lose tomor-

(im pot man, determined the elements included in salvation,

for it was God who designeg it, God put in salvation eternal

life. It would appear that the very power of God is here in-
wolyed, God can either ! Christ's
1 om a ' i 't) The Bible means

what it says about eternal life, or it doesn't. Selvation is

either determined by God or is determined by man.

Thelared "Salvation js of the Lord." Jonah 2:9

Salvetion was planned in the will of Gpd, provided as an act-

ualityyas the work of God, and we read that the Christian

experienced this in God's work, inw There was
foreknowlddge, pregdestination, calling, justification, glori-

fication, This was agggmolished by God himself, and we as

Christians experienced these, God predestined man to be con-
formed to the image of his son that he might be the firstborn
among many brethren.

Now we need thoroughly to comprehend that this was_God's

work. Before we set sail we need to know that God had a

. Kriows s

ol
plan to save, and God never does things foolishly, he fore-
He is the beginning, he is the end, he is. the alpha.
Hig: blbodl 4 SwePias
for all, but it is likewise true that hig blood must have been
Fq;_mg_pg_m_sagd, Christ must
die on the cross., Let us suppose that J become a Christisn

£or (30 days)or 3Q.years, and then I Jose my salvation.  For

me to be saved eéwenitthat 30 days, Christ would have to die

Now Christ tasted death for every man.

she ofsave 17,

on the cross, and tell me, would God have lost the plan of
salvation and have given his son on the cross, knowing all
the time that the plan would fail? and I would die in my

No, m i nds upon the eternal

He foreknew, he justified, and hel!s going to glorify.

sins?

For

Jgsus.salde LI luQ v sheepl. -Concerning others; he said,

"I never knew you" in Matt, 7:23.

The basic testimony here is that we are confident with

Paul that(God who has. be

that he will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” He

had been shipwrecked, imprisoned, beaten, thrown out of the

city, left for dead, skbod every test, and yet he knew that

God had a plan to save him,

once said, "Ag old lady came to me at the close

of my sermon, many years ago, and said that she was very much
—— =
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abideth forever., And when this is plan.ted in 'a man's heart,
John says, that Cod will give him eternal life, John is
particularly interested in repeatirgthis s—eternal life, the
gift of God, over and over again., He picks out that promise
of Jesus, and this is the promise that he has profnised us,

even eternal life. 1 John 2:25. I} is the quality of this
——

thigg;, and the quantity of it. Tt is primarily a description

of a life, rather than the duration that is in view. That

kind of life is this that Jesus gives? Every student of the

Bible knows that it iséterm;.l existenceE)that Jesizs identifies
us with himself, and he identifies himself with God, and God

is eterngl], and therefore, the position of the believér is that

he has eternsl life th;:'ough the new bitth.

tle, and they brand them with a

red hot iron whicﬁ bears the initial of the owner. The pur-

pose of the branding is to designate and establish the owner-

—

ship of the cattle. Now when one is purchased of the blood

of Jesus Christ, he is sealed and branded as God's property.

Paul says, KEnow ye not that ye are not your own, you are

bought with a price,"

and gives us the glorious essurance that we are saved for

time and eternity.

=l

sinners. Jhen once the redemption comes to 2

God will ngyer permit Sstan to rob him of his glory, by snateh.

that Christian from him,

Baul _says, ! hi are going towork together." Hereis
a guarantee that every wheel, everything will work for- good

in this world for the Christian. . A ‘
the Christian's positiony "Ii.amg man be

oChrlal, gnd Chrisb.be dn you, the hooe of Zlony,! Col.1:27.

We must look well, in Chrigt,.snd Christ in Ol Paul pro-

claims that faith unites the believer with Christ, that the

believer is made one with Christ. In him we are Justified,

are made new creatures, are reconciled, are.made children of
Gods Joined to him, we becume members of that spiritual

body of which Christ is the head.

Galddsiates that he no longer lives, but Ghrist lives in

@M And the great apostle.states that there is

no power that candestroy. Listen to him as he says,("iho

ghall separatg}us from the love of Chris’t'.’ Shell tribulation,

Rom, 8:35-37.

The uunion is a permenent

persecutionytetc,
e —

cne, It is as permanent as the power of God,

Quiet often we have seen the- of the woman with the

long flowirig hair, clipging with numb fingers to a c¢ross that
1 T, OlapEing wi RS0 PN

is shaped out of a rock, rising fromea“storm in the sea.
= —— —_——
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nQ3_gggggg=£;nggxm;gpi;;§x_pg gling to the crogs, but we

must thank God that we are in the rock of ages, cleft for

-

Well, now truthfully that is not really salvation, It does [
: |

me. We do not do the holding on. God does it bhrough his
power. And sin does not destroy the Christian's position

here. Satan cannot do it, God declares he that is begotten

of God, God keeps him, and the wicked one cannot.+touch him,

1 John 5:18, Notice it is Christ that keeps him.

Referring, to the trial by fire, £

faithfulness., told him that Sgtan had obtained him for

——

thg askipse Satan can d ! isiian, ' I

God!s permis§ion. You remember this was the experience c@

The loving heavenly father would never permit the evil ome to

destroy one of his children.

over him, [Rom, 631, Wveryone who holds the idea.of falling

from gracey must .angwer thisffuestio How much sin would be
o

necessary for a Christian to be lost? lNow the Bible simply .
s8ays "Ibs goul that sinneth, it shall .die" .in Fzekiel 18:k.

It doesn't say, the soul that sinneth mg;h or the soul that

si'@. If any amount of 2in could tske 3 redeemed

soul from God, then one sin could do it,

The Christian is in a position where temptation can'f

break his relationship of his salvation., He!'ll suffer temp t-

<l=
ation., I Cor, 10:13, The world can't do it, for this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even your.faith. 1 John
S:k
We know that there is nfbipe that is in. existen in life

or_d_e@_..there is

the principalitfes, or the powgrs of the air, or the powers

othing among the forces of the angels or

p” the powers to ggme...there is nothing that can

from this Go-

o

The Christian's position is that he has experienced the

new birgh, he is a new creature, He realizes an amazing
—IT————

truth, A Chpistiands g pewomen... not just a(pemedgled)
person, He's not just awm, but he's

entirely new, he's entirely differept. Whereby we are given

unto us an exceeding great and precious promises that by these
we might be partakers of the divine nature, 2 Peter 1:l.
In regeneration, God's nature is imparted to the believing

soul. This nature, enables a man to escapé this corrupt

The{fa oday spend millions of dollars looking for

a perfecf seed, They do this because they have confidence
e ———

in_the haryest, that whatsoever a mgn soweth, that shall he

also reap. Now, if we can find a perfect seed, we can expect
—

a perfect harvest, In the spiritual realm, the pgrfect seed
——e s 108 —

1s avsilable, the word of God, ingorruptible, liveth and
R e 2 i
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elieved this, "They,shall never perish, neither

shall any man pluck them out of my hand. _John 10:28,

But somebody says, what about JKirs

}\ - — s
whether he was ever a child of God, He was a man after the

flesh, in whom there were some splendid cualiijes, and who

at'one time, gave great promise, but-he was never really

surrendered to God.

III." God's Eower

A}

Nowewe have moved from God's plan to the Christian's

position, and we climax what we have to say by centéering it

around Ggg'g power_-and ébpitx to keepﬁat which been

committeed unto him,

We see that God made this available when we look back into
tth t is not ossible__w
bulls and goats should take away sip. Hehe 10ik Now we
ndeth daily ministering, and oftimes
the same sacrifices which can ne inl but this

read, "

man Christ, after he has offered one sacrifice for sin. forever

m———

sat down at the right hahd of Cod." Hebrews 10:11,12.

We must notice carefully here that neither in t’uq_j@g%gle

nor in the temple were there any chairs for the Rriest to sit

———

down, They stood constently for their’work wes never done,
B

I 5, 08

once used an illustration about a little

girl who goes to her mother and assks her to show her how to

make a dress for a dolde The mother ~cuts out thie material,

shows her how to sew_the seam, threads the needle, and goes
Smp—— —
on back to her work. The childerworks and soon she brings her

imperfect piéce of work., There are long stitches, suort

stitches, crogked stitches, and some are siraight. But the

mother sees her child has done the best that she could, and
she does not scold op criticize her, but to the child it is

a blameless piece of work. We are imperfect children of our
heavenly father. We may do our best to please him, he does
not bleme us for our imperfections. He judges us by the
motives which prompt us, and by the faithfulness of oﬁr

effort to please him, 1 Peter 1:3-5.

Can we find an

——

illustration in the Bible about anybody evervbeing saved and

then being lost. The moment ohe becomes a Christian, the mo-

ment we commit ourselves to him, that moment we belong to him,

and we are in Christ, and we belong to him for eternity, and

there is Qur security that God is able to protect his property

And we can find no place in the Bible where it says that one
was saved and then lost.

Teke for example the illustration The Bible says

that David was a man after God's own heart, And after he had
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written the psalms in the Bible, served his nation well, he

committed sins, he even committed murder, Now the sin of

David was so great that i} _shook the nation, and it colored

the life of the people for generations., God did not cast

David off, but even after this experiencé, David was still a

child of Gode

Devid cries out in Psalm S1, "Have mercy upon

me, O GQQ,'wash me thorough%z.of mine iniquities." David is

simply ssying here that his salvation was not lost, but the
joy of his salvation was lost.

Or, or example, takwho followed Jesus for
three years, who swore, whg cursed,that he didn'tAeven know
Was Simon Peter a lost man while all f this was

If Simon Peter had fallen in death while lig warmed

Christ,

going on?
N———————————
abetie fre ol the.degd, wonld he lave boen loal?

WWW_B% but( Q-gd's worQsags no. Peter

had been redeemed by Jesus Christ., "Simon, Simon, behold,

satan hath desired to have you, that he might sifi vou.as
I have prayed for you that thy faith fail not,

Man's

wheat, and
and when thou are converted, strengthen thy brethren,"

Luke 22:31.

Now Christ had prayed for him, that his faith
would not fail, and he is telling Simon Peter that after he
has gone through this bitter experience and is once turned

around again,’he is to go and strengthen his brethren..sby

) s
relating to him the experience he had? No, there is no il-
lustration in the Bible that a man was ever saved and then

It was Lis-azmegance.andbis-pride, He boasted as

To that boast,

lost.

though all others might fail, he would not,

Jesus said that he had allowed him to be sifted as wheat,
That was a bverrifving experience,--the depial.of his Tord.
Did Jesus fail to hold him? Listen to his ownflestimony)

"Blessed be the God and father of our Lordeesus Christ which
L

accordiné'to his abundant merc th begotten us again unto

a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled that fadeth
not away, reserved ji r t by

power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be-revesite

in the last time," 1. .Pater-1:3eb

Peter says that he was kept by the power of God through

faith, He didn't held on, God held on. Buthaomeone may ask,
Butfwhat if you were to lose ou The answer is you

Taarty

can'}. Faith is not something that is earped., Christ earned

your faithe You became convinced that He fould be trusted.,
For that faith to be destroyed, Christ must do something that

would prove him to be untrustworthy.

elieved. that, "Now unto him that is able to keep you
N ———

from falling, -and pres ess_before the p f
Jude 2L,

his glory., "
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die’on a cross %o pay the prige to rend the yeil, but now the

' Spirit is actually’ the agent of regeneration. He conviets us

of sin...he creates a ;gj_ng;g,for salvation,..he hears w:itne;s

to Jesus, the lamb of God, it is the spirit that quickeneth,

John 6:63, That same spirit is at work todgy, but his work

is not do. He has further work to do, Paul says, béing con-

fident of this very thing, which he has done a good work in

you, will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ, Philippi-
ans 1:6., So we discover in the word of God that we are kept

by the power of God, by the Holy Spirit, and his power assures
us that we are kept by this power, it is faithful. Being 1‘
confident of this very thing, Paul says, that gw

to keep us. He has promised to keep us, This is eternal

gecurity in Christ,

language mean anything, if “the words me an _any m;,pgz I believe

that we are safe in saying that it means we are secure.
S il

The @in the Bible, perhaps is, whpsoevexr .

rsheep h

ear my voice, and I know them ghat

follow me, and I give unto them eternal life.," How wonderful,

and they shall never perish, neither shall they be plucked out

of my hand,

They are gternally secure and can never be lost. When Jesus

5, 3y

but whenigéﬁzofé'ered himself, he sat down! he alone could

there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, The ajonement is
lete, "The d of J Christ his son, cleanseth us
comglg e &P bv 0 I

i‘w He didn't say past sipg, but all

sins, he'didn't say part of my sins, but all sins. .’-.'.'e are
sanctified through the offering of the body of Christ once for

all.” Hebrews 10:10, We have here that our high priest is

made a perfect sacrifice and a perfect work in completing what

he was doing,. Paul

states it that "Ilis Christ that died, yea that is risen

again, who is even at the right hand of God, " "If any man

[} —

w_advocatp with the father, Jesus Christ the

righteous,! Wmese scriptures declare

that we have a_hi h_ i ioght hand of Ged,

He was able to save unto the utmost.

He is one that can be touched with feeling of our infirmities,

Charge that

Jesus said,

and when a Christian sins, he has a high priest,

to my account for my blood has already paid it.

"I have paid this price on the crpss." This is God's power

that Jesus was both the sacrifice and the high priest.(&.

.dwée ﬁiM uliSSp us saved) Numbers 35:25, and

he says in John 1l:19, "Because I live, ye shall live also,"

As we think about it, t is kept?)) You are kept. ‘!-low

much of you?zz The whole being. Does God want part of you and
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not aznothery Why we know that God does not want keep us in a

general way, as though to just get us saved as by fire, but

there are some people who think God will keep them in spiritua.ll

things, but in’ temporal things, God has no part. But God is

with us through every experience,

keeps us, but in fimes of prosperity, people say, I do not

need his kee@ing, then I can forget about him, They think

that in times of prosperity, things are ggooth, and they
Why do you.not.believe.that

God can kegpgrou in all things? God can keep you in prosperi-
ty. God_can keep men frprcmnaeaessd God can keep men from
an eutbreak oﬂt'emgeri You think little importance of it.

Many people do, and they do not remember the commandment in

do not have to worry about God.

the New Testament "mve one another, as I have loved you", and

when hasty judgment or sharp words come out, they sin against
the highest law of God, God's love, and yet they say, "Well,

God can't keep me in this", but dear friends, in this.text,

we discover that God will keep us, He is able to do it.

It iﬁ continuous k"ggm.né.’ for a week, or a month, God has

kept us wonderfully, say I have lived in his countensnce,

I cannot say that now pext ]y%gk, I will not have his keeping

and watchcare,

In the times'of trial, God |

o, 1 18

edge or consciousness that he bad a victory over his sin,
When he heard about the possibility of it, he was interested,

He:listened tosas 3 g ilh, and when he heard

fhes 0. n Who came to to

ask Jesus to heal his child, he followed that story with

interest, He did not know all that Christ was going to do for

|

that man, and when Jesus said, " for thy child

iveth'", that man believed the word of Cod, He rested in his
word, and the proof that he had ﬁras that when he arri.vgd home,

they told him that abouf lolclock the afternoon of the prev-
ious day his child d, and he was seven hours away

from home. And friend,vwwhen it davmed upon this man that
when God com ggm_&p g promise of his keeping, and when e

havetbested God, that his word is enough, that we're kept

by his power, then what joy will come to us, and this preacher
went_gut on the stpgebseolOclerd, and told-his—friems; Tive
found it, 'SE'V:’,EBEBS%E-&«« and the mogent that you realize it

oment by moment, I'm kept in his love

ioment by moment, I've life from above
oking to Jesus, the glory doth shine .

ioment by moment, Oh Lord, I am thine,

The HOly Spirit is involved in this. God's power, through

the Holy Spixit, he loved the world, that he sent his son to
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)
said, "No man having put his hsnd to the plow and looking
back is worthy is of the kingdom." he was talking about

service,

They went_out from us, but they were not of us, for if they

had been of us they would have continued with us, but they
went out that they might be made manifest that they were not
of us,

Hebrews 6:l-6, "For it is impossible for those who were

once enlightened and have tasted the heavenly gift, and were

made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good

word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they

should fall away to be renewed," mw

be saved ]

Due 1€ 18 saying that if you could be saved

more than once il pify Christ all

over againe. But Christ was crucified once for all, and man
D

can be saved only once. Calvary must ba repeated before a

man could be saved a second time.

o) James g:lo saés, "For who-

e law anq et offepd in one

soever shou point,

is guilty of all." If a man could be lost after he is saved,

—

then one sin could csuse him to be lost. This would make the
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whole doctrine of salvation certasinly rest upon questionable

ground,

persuaded ths % ‘ e +hed
unto him against.that day,"

ing." This:is the meaning of eternal life,

There is a2 song that we sing:

| "I know not why God's wondrous grace

To me he hath made known;

Nor why unworthy, Christ is love

Redeemeé@ me for his own,

But I know whom T have believed and am persuaded
That he is able to keep that which I've committed
Unto him against that day."

So we must rest upon the record that God has given to us

eternal life, and his life is in his son. 1 John 5:11.

That eternal life is not in our being gggg, but in Christ's
being Godse It is in his son, and he that hath the son hath

life, Jesus said that the believer sh -be brought

%o trial. Now notice carefully. The Bible says that God

has given to us eternal life,

NW,&-@W. Saten would

-23

have to be bigger and larger than the heavenly father if he

sholidd deceive him, The Holy Spirit would have to give up_

his work and go

ion, and Jesus's sacrifjce would be
0 b \anathe sacrific _one..of.dhe.animads«on an 01d
Testament altar, All of this would_prove the inadequate plan

of God. We are safe and we stand on a firm foundgtion.
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