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Dr. C.E. Crosland

Dr. Clayton E. Crosland was originally
from Alabama. He graduated from
Howard College in Birmingham in 1907
and immediately began a career within
the Baptist establishment. He started as

a Sunday-School Recruiter for the state ] ) ]
of Alabama and quickly rose through the Prior to his time at Ward-

ranks, even moving to Nashville to Belmont, Dr. Crosland was
establish a teacher-recruiting station. His

career soared to new heights when he the President of Fork
became a Rhodes Scholar and was given Union Milita ry Academy’

the opportunity to study at the Wadham
Branch of Oxford University in England and then Averett College

from 1910 to 1913. in Danville, VA




Dr. Crosland, was associate Vice President of Ward-
Belmont, (now Belmont University) Nashville, from
1921 to 1923, and during that short time, he worked
with Jack DeWitt to bring radio to Ward-Belmont. Dr.
Crosland felt that radio would be a great promotional
tool for the college. Though the station did not
broadcast for long, Crosland’s foresight secured Ward-
Belmont’s place as the birthplace of radio in Nashville.



“This is Ward-Belmont, Nashville. W-A-R-D--B-E-L-M-O-N-T. We have
today installed a radio sending station and will tonight broadcast the
concert by Mr. Philip Gordon, the distinguished American pianist.” Dr.
Clayton E. Crosland, Associate VP, Ward-Belmont, April 18, 1922.

With this speech, Dr. Crosland of Ward-Belmont, became the first person
to broadcast on a radio station in Nashville, Tennessee. This feat of
electronic engineering was accomplished only with the aid of John
“Jack” DeWitt Jr.,, a 16-year-old high school student, boy scout, and radio
enthusiast, who first constructed a radio antenna in his Belmont Heights
backyard. Crosland realized the enormous potential of radio to advertise
the college and recruited DeWitt. DeWitt set up Ward-Belmont’s station
and was instrumental in this first broadcast on the night of April 18,
1922.




C. E. CROSSLAND ACCEPTS
~ PRESIDENCY OF FORK UNION

|

8 et {

Ceecil Rhodes Scholar and Oxﬂn’dx
Graduate to Become Head of Well-

Known Military School. !

The acceptance by C. E. Crossland
of the presidency of the Fork Union
‘Military Academy is a source of great
‘gratlﬂcation to the trustees of that
‘institution. The new president is said |
'to be eminently qualified for the |
work he has undertaken. He spent
‘three yvears at Oxford and other Eu-
| ropean universities, and was gradu-
ated from Oxford, after having won
the Cecil Rhodes' scholarship from
Alabama for that institution. n

Mr. Crossland is a native of Ala- |
bama. He spent several years at
Howard College in that State, of which | 1
institution he is a graduate. For the |
past session he has been president of
the Southeast Alabama Agricultural
School and Experiment Station.

Mr. Crossland will enter upon his|
duties about August 1, and will be-
gin at once a vigorous campalgn of
preparations for next session. e is
an enthusiastic educator, and is com-
mended in the highest terms by promi-
nent educators in other States where
he has lived and labored.







F‘OLR'I‘IEV GRADUATED
AT FORK UNION A(‘\DE\IYi
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.] | ¢
FORK TUNION, VA, June 6.—The j
commencement exercises of Fork |
Union Military Academy will be held )
to-day. Attorney-General John Gar- )
land Pollard was on the program for

—

' the address, but on account of ill-,
'ness was unable to be present. His

O . T Wy W S
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herd, of Palmyra. There were four-
teen graduates. In the military de-|
partment the marksmanship medal -
was awarded to Cadet C. G. Saunders.
Cadet Sale won the medal for the best | X
drilled cadet in school.

President C. E. Crossland presented
the W. E. Hatcher scholarship medal |
to Captain P. T. Ancarrow, of Rich-
mond, and Pembroke Pettit, of Flu-,
vanna, presented the second scholar-
ship medal to Alvin Klor. |

The graduates were: Captain P. T. '4
Ancarrow, Richmond; Sergeant Yik |
Tak Cheung, Canton, China; Sergeant
E. F. Lambert, South Hill, Va.; Lieu-
tenant R. I. Brown, Belspring, Va.;
Sergeant Harry Graham, Fork Union, |
Va.: Private N. E. Schaumberg, Rio'
Vista, Va.; Sergeant F. H. Worthing-z
ton, Newport News, Va.; Adjutant Joe
Phillips, Newport News, Va.; Sergeant
E. S. Robinson, Newport News, Va.;
Major E. F. Jordan, Big Island, Va.;
Private P. K. Snead, Carysbrook, Va.;
Lieutenant 1. A. Brittingham, New-
port News, Va.; Corporal T. H. Snead,
Cohasset, Va.; Captain J. H. Robin-
son, Newport News, Va.

.

place was taken by Judge J. O. Shep-%]
|

PRESIDENT CROSLAND PRESIDES
OVER FUMA 1910 GRADUATION.



HIS FATHER, EDWARD, DIED
IN 1915, WHILE VISITING HIS sonsa Ty , 1
SON AT FUMA. | | \ g
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GOES TODANY

Danville, July 6-—It was announced
loday that Colonel ., E. Crossland,
principal of Fork Union Military Acad-
remy, has accepted the principalship of
Averett College, He will be here dur-
ing the last week of this month to take
'charge of the girl's college.

Colonel Crossland comes
@ high recommendation, namely, the
success of his administration at Fork
Union Academy, in Fluvanna county,
which he built up to be one of the best
known colleges of its kind in Virginia.
Colonel Crossland took the school after
Dr. Hatcher's death and with the as-
sistance of the Baptist association he
built Hatcher Hall, which is now the
main structure of the school. There
are three hundred boyvs enrolled at the
college,

Colonel Crossland is on the program
at the Baptist encampment at Virginia
Beach, and he will come to Danville just

here with

M e M IF s wd N e vw e

as soon as he has filled his engagement. p

JULY 6, 1917
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|ter Dr., Hatcher’s death and with the’
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L. . CRISSLANDTO
HEAD LOGAL COLLEG

PRINCIPAL OF FORK UNION MILI-
TARY ACADEMY RESIGNS POST
IN FLUVANNA COLLEGE TO AC-
CEPT PRINCIPALSHIP OF AVE.-
RETT COLLEGE HERE.

J

It 1i{& announced that Colon-
el C. E. Crossland, principal of Fork
Union Military Academy, has accept-
ed the principalship of Averett Col-
lege. He will be here during the last
week of this month to take charge of
the girl's college.

success of his administration. at Fork
Union Academy, in Fluvanna county,
which he built up to be one of the best
known colleges of its kind in Virginia.
Colonel Crossland took the school af-

assistance of the Baptist association
he built Hatcher Hall, which is now
the main structure of the school.
There are three hundred boys enroll-
ed at the college. -

Colonel Crossland is on the program
at the Baptist encampment at Virgin-
1a" Bsach, aud he will come to Banville

jipst as soon as he has fllled his cn-L

Colonel Crossland comes here with :
a high recommendation, namely, the 1

et A b

— bt el i A -

St P i bl b i

T B I AP



1917 - 1921.: Clayton Edward Crosland \V /]
*Presided over the completion of the name change to Averett College‘“ |
*During his tenure, the first Student Government Association on
campus was organized (1920).

*In addition to his duties as President, taught German, Latin, French,
and philosophy.

*|s the only President or principal in the school's history to be fired for
his actions: the Board of Trustees (following a condemnation by a
Baptist convention) demanded that Crosland leave after he allowed
dancing and dance classes on campus.




The Ledger: Lakeland, Florida - Sunday, October 14, 1973
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