MALAYA. R.O. YOUNG
OF TECOMA, VIC., CAN
BOAST HE IS THE FIRST
MEMBER OF THE A.Il.F.
IN MALAYA TO
UNDERGO A SURGICAL
OPERATION. VISITING
HIM IS Padre Frederick
Hugh Bashford OF
MOLONG, N.S.W.
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Informal portrait of members of the 2/4 Casualty Clearing Station.
Identified, left side of the table, front to back, NX70505 Lieutenant-
Colonel (Lt-Col) Thomas Hamilton, Captain (Capt) Furocer (?), Lt
Robinson and $X10761 Major (Maj) Alan Frank Hobbs. Centre back is
240062 (NX70685) Padre Frederick Hugh Bashford. Right side of table,
front to back, TX2150 Capt John Sheddon Chalmers, Maj Phillips,
TX6009 Capt Edgar Newton Lee and NX70473 Padre Bernard James

Quirk. Capt Chalmers, (later major), died at sea, while a prisoner of
war, on 14 September 1944.
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Photo of (VX57167) Gunner Keith Johnson Dickinson
who was a prisoner of war of the Japanese in Burma
during the Second World War. On 12 September
1946, Padre (Chaplain) Captain Frederick Hugh
Bashford wrote to Gnr Dickinson's wife. The letter
describes the events leading up to, and the execution
by the Japanese, of Gnr Dickinson on 2 March 1943.
Includes statement describing Dickinson's escape
from Thethaw camp with 2 other Australians,
NX12243 Major Alan Mull and VX73838 Sapper
Alexander John Bell.



SAW AUSTRALIANS MURDERED:
NOT CALLED AS WITNESS

CANBERRA, Thursday. — Despite the fact that he is the sole surviving witness of the
shooting down of eight Victorian artillerymen without a trial by the Japanese at Tavoy (South
Barma) in]unqlm.nmﬁmw“hh-mbmamdtogineﬁdenan&e
Manus war trials. He is Padre Frederick Hugh Bashford, now stationed at the Royal Military
College, Duntroon, Canberra.
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as a “great power for in
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War Crimes Trials Open At Manus

, South

t Victorion

, S
Australion Army Padre hod not been

as choplain to
Jopon, Rt. Rev.

of

Michael Yashiro in a dedication service at*St John's Church,

Conberra.

He understood evidence

at the triols would be purely documentary in order to avoid os

Bashford said he was handed
far as possible cross examination of witnesses.

to the shooting down of e
without trial by the Japanese ot

, in June 1942 on
While two Japonese were standing triol for the otrocities

which Bashford witnessed Bashford was octi

Canberra, June 12 —Despite the fact that he wos the

sole surviving witness

ortillerymen

Burmo,
Commonwealth Government affidavits of experience but hod

Frederick Hugh Bashford, now stationed at the Royal Military

called to give evidence at the Manus wor trials. He is Podre
College, Duntroon, Conberra

Alleged Shooting Down Of Eight Artillerymen

not been directed to attend the trials,
the presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church

Bashford last week told the

Krim
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shooting of the eight Austral
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we conducied a
funeral service over their bodies '
the Roman Catholic chaplain of
camp.” ha said. He suld Varleys
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Saw Shootings
But Not Called
As a Witness

CANBERRA: Despite the faot that he was the sole sur-
viving witness to the sho down of eighf Victoriam ar-
tillerymen without trial by the Japanese at Tavoy (South
Burma) in June, 1042, an Australign Army padre has not
been called to give evidence at the Manu: Island war trials.

He is Padre Frederick Hugh Bashford, now stationsd at
the Royal Military College Duntroon. Canberra,

The Rev, Bashford said yesterday that he had handed
the Commonwealth Government affidavits of hig experience,
but had not been directed to attend the trials.

He understood the evidence at
the irials would t:.p-nl“: docu-
in erder a , as far

:? the cross-examination

While two Japanese were stand.
ing for atrocities which the
Rev. withessed, Rev.
Bashford

ﬁbﬂ-'l - ’ -
strvice at S84 John's
Church, Canberra.

He desoribed Buhop Yarhire,
wbe-:t he kn:w in Ju;un.au “a
freal power for good In Japan”

The Rev., Bashiord yesterday
told & grim stary of his experience

as A witness with the Jate Bri-
gadier A. L. Varley at the shoot-

m" of the elght Ausiralians,
"

said: “Aflerwards we con-
ducted g Jolnt funeral service over
their bodie: with the Roman

Catholic chaplain of the camp.”

He raid Brogadier Varley's death
left him the sole surviving witness
of the terrible incident,

He mid: "It waa u-lghhm
which I will never ! " "Maving

talkked 10 the men ore they
were abot, 1 kncw them perhaps
belter than I have ever khown
.n .00
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- The Rev, Bashford said he ll'-

rived st Tavoy ¢
dl.n before the "X"'%M
ht mm 0 days

lllll‘ i WETR recap tured. Saveral
deyy aflerwards, wl:h Brigadier
Varley, he was called before Cap-
lain Shina, now on trial at
and Insirucied to be present
the <x:cution,
¢ Wwid how “all the evenis of
that drudlul period were ohmn-
Icled Brigudier Varley In
mu blnclt book which was bnrled
fhe compound, and afler the
» surrender was recovered
hm:ed ‘lio ll’ho aylhorilies,”
Bﬂpd r arley  laler was
drowned when sn Amesican sub-

R ——

Brigadier Var later
drowned when n:x” Ammcun mb-

moarings torpedoed a ship cu'rggl
hundreds of former
guun VArlq WAS MD
men  from
an and o anuu ror
recuperation befors replaritalon.
Another Ausirallan b the com-
pound at lthe time of the execu-
tom was Lisut-Colonel C. G. W,

Anderson, VC, now for
Hume in the House of :
iabives. He sald Lieul «Colonel

Anderson was not present at the
executicns but heard the sound
of the firing, He was wilh Bri
gad'cr Vll’lty when he tested
against the execution given
by the Japanese.
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TAUGHT TO OBEY ORDERS,

‘WINlail:m.‘n

lold the War

M '

Itsul i ch w J:
Captaln mny
murder of e‘cht A\mnuu: POW

at Tavoy Bouth Burma) In Juno,
1M2

isul'n counul Y\mos Klml-
mura, walier
five hours, hud not

the stage where mm went (rom
Sumegira v Burma and there
committed the alleged crimes for
which he has been charged,
ok scghl, GG the ol

whole
hurh?

Itsul msuld that Jl‘pnue
oldicr receiving an order from »
mpcrtor offcer wnnld in effect

to himsell: “That o the end
ol it. ” Absolute obedienc ?
DecessAry Al the risk of one me

Itsuf that any Ja
woldicr uawmc an order Jm a
superior offficer would, In effect
ay (0 himsell: “That s the enJ
of It" Absolute obedlcnc;

ry Al the risk of one's me

ﬁ lendered coples of
3?.%'.“‘5“ ""f'nté‘:ﬁ'm.‘:{ and e

plinary
code of coriminml law of the
Japanese army, He drew specia)
ttention o Artiele 57 of the re-

sl bt lmwsm serislals e el ol At



attention lo Asticle 57 of the re-

gulations, which he mid dealt
wi the punishment to be in-
nrla ed on n soldler who discbeyed
ordemn,

When he asked Isul U he knew
the penalties under these regula-
tions for disbeying a superior
officer’s order, Itsul replled: “In »
theatre of war disobedience s
punishable by desth”

Itsul added that a soldier must
nbey orders immediately they are
given, and noi question whether
the order was right or wrong. The
[oMicer giving him orders while hls
Unit  Was stationed In Sou'h
Burma was the late General Yama-
shila, the 'Tiger of Malaya™

“If T had disobeyed his orders
I !md d have been charged,” Tiaul
aid.

He claimed he had been g'ven
only aboul one hour's Instruction
in  international law during the
whao'e of his miiary carcer and
did not know that Ja had been

h s tory to the eva Cone
1B ey




FROM 1938-1945, REV. BASHFORD
WAS THE PASTOR OF ST. JOHN’S
ANGLICAN CHURCH, MOLONG, NEW
SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA.

1938 - 1945 [Rev Frederick Hugh Bashford _mm




soidiers by the Japanese,

amammh:wum
names of the Japabess perpetrators in
‘& small note book, whish buried in

TRIBUTE TO LATE

PADRE BASHFORD

“Service was the watchword
of Padre Bashford's life at the
college,” Major-General H.
Wells, Commandant of the Dun.
troon Royal Military College,
said yesterday.

General Wells was speaking
at a memorial service for Padre
Bashford in St., John's Church
of England. . '

The service was attended by
the staff and cadets of the col-

lege. .

Padre F. H. Bashford was
Senior Chaplain at the college
until his sudden death in Quean-
beyan on Saturday afternoon. -

Major-General Wells said that
Padre Bashford had devoted his
life to service to God, his King
and Country, his community,
and his fellow men. ‘

“The Padre was always will-
ing to help wherever he could
and was always happy while
doing so,” he said.

“It was this quality, more
than any other, which earned
him the high respect and esteem

lin which he was held by all at

the «<ollege.

“In the all too short time he
was with us he made a lasting
place for himself in the college.

“If he had been spared a littie
longer he would have earned the
love of all."”

The service Yyesterday was
conducted by the Rev. Arch-
deacon R. E, Davies.

He was assisted by the Co-
adjutor of Canberra-Goulbumn,
the Right Rev. Bishop K. J.
Clements, and the Right Rev. H.
Harrison, Presbyterian Moders-

tor.

Other clergy present included
it T T Reskin a close friend

| tificate of the couple

| Qlhch CICIgy PR . g
the Rev. J. Baskin, a close friend
of the late Padre Bashford, and
the Rev. J. Rose, from Quean-
bey ~ T}

Lieutenant W. R. Phaup rep-
resented the Harman Na
Station. The R.A.AF. at Falr-
bairn was represented by Flight-
Lieutenant J. Gu;.::;.‘ e -

Hymns sung sere
vice included, “Pralse My Soul .
the King of Heaven'™ “For All
the Saints, Who from Their
Labours Rest.” and the anthem,
«“Non Nobis Domine.”

The remains of the late Padre
Bashford will be cremated in
Sydney after a service at St
Luke's Church, Mosman.

The registrar of births, deaths
and marriages 1in Queanbeyan
said yesterday that he had not
yet received the marriage cer

married by
Padre Bashford just before his

death.
He said he did not km

whether Padre Bashford
signed the certificate.

I




SUDDEN DEATH OF RM.C. PADRE
AFTER WEDDING SERVICE

Padre Frederick Hugh
Bashford, 48, Senior Chap- |
lain at the Royal Military |
College, Duntroon, died
suddenly, half an hour af- ;
ter he had performed a |
wedding céremony, in |
Queanbeyan on Saturday
afternoon.

Padre Bashford complained of
iliness when hé completed the
ceremony and was asgsisted to
the Queanbeyan Church of Eng-
land rectory, where he died of
a heart seisure. |

He celebrated the marriage of
Miss B. May and Mr. R. Norton,
both of Queanbeyan, hefore he
complained of his iliness.

A special memorial service for
Paare Bashford will be conduct-
ed by the Rev. Archdeacon R. E,
Davies, in St. John's Church, at
2 p.m. to-day,

Tt will he attended by the staff
of the RM.C. and the Corps of
Staff Cadets from the College. |

The remains will be sent to,
Syaney to be cremated after a
service at St. Luke's Church,
Mosman, to-morrow.

The Sydney service is being
arranged by relatives of Padre.
Bashford and will be attended by !
representatif®s of the Command- |
ant of the College and the

Armvy

PP I, LIy LEPRE., . VST 0 RO
Army. ‘

During the morning service at
St. John's Church yesterday.‘
Archdeacon R. E. Davies an-
nounced the death of Padre
Bashford.

He said that his ciose personal
triend, the Rev. John Baskin, of
Canberra, would conduct the|
Rvensong service prt 8t. John's
in place of Padre Bashford. {

Padre Bashford is survived by,
his widow, a son. and a daugh-.
ter. who are living n Sydney.

Padre Bashford was a prisoner-
onf-war in Javanese -amps for"
four vears and it is thoueght that
had treatment he received may
have contributed to his death.

He was known to most ex-ser-
viremen in Canberr« and held
in high respect by them.

He first came t2 Canberra
ahout a year aen ns Senior
Chanlain to the RM.C.

He wrs made a Deacon in 1835
and ordained to the Anelican:
Priesthrnd during the following
vear. He first served in the
Grafton and Bathurst dioceses
where he became curate and
Inter Rertnr at Lowanna, be-
tween 1035-37.

In 1837. he was apnointed
Vicar of Clunes and held that'
nost until he hecame Rector of
Molong in 183R, his last civil
apnointment. '

In 1941 he joined the A.LF.
and became a member of the

and becerme a member of the
Eirhth Division ; !
While a prisoner-of-war he
was in the notorious Changi
Camp and on the Burma railway.'
On one occasion he was forced,
to witness the executicn of sev-
eral Australian =onldiers and,
later, in an affidavit, gave evi-
dence of this to the War Crimes
trials. '
After the wur, Pardre Bashford
returned to Australia, but took'
up an aponointment with the Oc-;
cupation Forces in Japan. Whlle|
in Japan, he met Bishop Yashiro,
who visited Canberra this year
as Bishop of Japan. .
He remained in Japan untiil he
was appointed to Duntroon
where he has made a lasting
imnression.
The Commandant of the Col-

Major-General H. Wells,
:l‘:l' last night that the loss of
I’adre Bashford lvl;vould be a great
blow to the College.

“Although he had only been
at the College for a short time
e had won the highest regard
of both the staff and the cadets
at the College,” General Wells
said.

The president of the Legion of
Ex-servicemen and Women, Mr.
L. Bligh, said that the loas of
Padre Bashford was a tragic one

berra. »
‘m"‘ncv‘nery man who knew him
had the greatest respect for him.
|He was a ‘man’ in every asense
of the word,” he said.
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