face to face with bhim, and we will
Squeone’ has preached the
i ar you bo oon-
sider Jesus, And we >11atpyand Josus atands
there even as he stands today. . What hindéred Pilate from
making this great decision. We might say sglf-interest
thinking of what he might lose, but the trag of atah&ing
before Jesus and he is the one that will make the decision.

Some day we will come

} Pilate thought he might the
'He thought that after sending Jesus to Herod
that he would

nﬂgx_m_&%g%n% with the company of
Jesus, But today Jesus stands before you pleading for a

déclsion, And you will either give him a cross or a throne
as you face himg n
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question on.’

You may ket him stand without a word of recognition.

You can ust him back, tell him to stand aside.
You may memely look upon him, ﬂ%ﬁ(‘“ S,
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PILATE BEFORE JESUS (Matt. 27:22)
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# wo look baok over history, we realize that perhaps

all of the and governors would be forgotten,
exgopt the nai ~.o_i_j ’!!:hl. his Roman gudor of exgellent
birth, also of educati

: on, will be remombored until the end
of time. They had préJufice naturally againet the Jews,

and as a Homan ruler, he d a over the people,
if he had to depend upon ower , he would oall out
his soldiers. lven Pllate of his faults, we think

that Jesus made some sort of an appeal to him, concerning

the truth, Perhaps %Wmm

from the pagan way of worship, but when he comes face to
Jesus alone, it is then that we understand Pilate

faga with
was more concerned with power, i

As a great deal of history has been written in courts,
80 here we find that L is before the
and is being put to the supreme test. late knew that

course it matters in pour own personal life,..in your own
\1vationy for where will you@ e '

"I t depends upon what you do with Jesus today. e
_( dexrry McCalley)Mission in New York city, a motto meads,
- TMIf T sho e tonight, where would I go?"

with Jesus, determines where you will go.
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W] Christ, he will perhaps
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[ “tian whom I ¢a1led, a w e soul I
They would not come to any of my ways. They
had 0 tunities of salvation, (-d§P33P~I never knew.yole
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Jesus was innocent and that he was not guilty of death,
and that he should have been allowed to go .free, but he
is the common type of individual today. A fruitless, re-

ligious experience, : ¢tray. Jesus, like Judas.
Few men would plot against him, but every day there are

ace the cdaims

d e8us .

would be a g;:);i question.
ng im he mustU, Me could the
question...he could it. Even tra woul

not be sufficient...he could not turn away from Jesus and
walk off,
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What shall I do
all the world...

Pilate could . %o deoide 1%,..he Sould
no his(’ )to decide it...certainly it was in.

the_hande—ef-Pilate to make a big decision.

was in a place of authority, z

retatn his power? It is the Wmmm
men with small minds have sought to impose their judgments
upon the thinking and actions of other men, Pilate must

be measured. He was afra

Pilate was not a great man of strength, of a strong soul...
of a solid character, but he was in the arena with a great
conflict...would truth prevail, or would truth be defeated?_
Pilate looked at things through the physical eye, and de-
termined that he would follow the currents of the time in-

stead of standing up for the, truth, Pilate believed that
Jesus was innocente.. ..yet he
sentenced him to die. ause Pilat d to stand

. in with «.he wanted to‘)&t‘hﬁ! the people...he
' wanted to .he soughtvthe e ¢hEl out,

’ Pilate trifled with the truth, in that sought to give Jesus

' an opportunity to back down, but Jesus could not renounce
his convictions, and here Pilate was in the midst of a
great confliet, ;

us s skill to ghift and to work out
some gcheme by which he . could personally be free from the
responsibility that had been placed upon him to render
judgment, But he fonnd that it was not easy, for he sent
Jesus first to thed and he felt like they could
settle the issue, But Jesus came back to him,.

He sent Jesus to d felt like that he had escaped
Jesus, hut Jesus came back to him

{ite_don't. want o be bothere”? We want b0 gawbs, driak, 1ie

RPN ‘

He ddeided to%im and to put striped upon him,
feeling this wo aken pity in the hearts of the
accusers and would also soften the heart of Jesus to re~
nounce his position. .

He had them td%and ‘to crown him with thorns, but
this did not ri of the responsibility.

At last, Pilate tried as a last bid when he gave them the

Gl Jo And he discovered that these
%%ﬁ&-& poopIe WSﬂ still put him to death., This

was an inescapable effort,

ate did not ask for his It was thrust upon him,..
he found Jeosu s and he did not know what

to do about it, Pilate tried to evade the issue; he trdedd
to get the Jews to try him...he tried to get Herod to try
him. He tried to please the people by rglﬁigg_zﬁ%i_gggl.
And as his last effort to free himgelf, he asked ques t-
ion, What shall I then do with Jesus? Even after this fataj
question, he goes off to wash his hands, hoping to rid his

consciemse of the whole matter,

ﬁ“m.’wf-

are familar with E&ma_'s_memeﬁ Wat_shall

ug_gn_ggm__am? but the question which Pilate faces
today, W These questions have
ages, We cannot escape Jesus.

there
W try to evade the.issue.
He nay s L didn't t to hurt you, I didn't want to get

rid of you, He may try to pass the responsibility on to
somebody else, But after Pilat uses ,

there still stands Jesus,

Try as we may, we cannot escape Jesus. We gan ignore, we

can admire him, but that is not enough. We can reject him
we can ¢rucify him,:. ; .8till have. Jesus -on -our-har

whbsher we want him or not..

and steal. We don't 1ike thé preaeher, we don't like the

church.  We've tried rg_l_i_g%on and it doesn't work. We may
give all of our excuses, we cannot-get-rid of Je



