o Yo

that tggigdégljn;éyis so great, and they're so highj,that

they just wouldn't depend upon prayer. They believe that

it's kind of a crime to pray to God, and that it Just some

myth that somebody dreamed up just to talk to somebody in
_ the sky, hoping that somebody ®lse would be listening to you.
So we discover that many people are prayerless because they

just do not believe in God, and therefore have no faith in it.

We have tried to see why people are prayerless, now let's
see what Jesus taught about prayer,

T. Jesus taught prayer

We notieeriniour text that after hearing Jesus pray

on this occasion, the disciples real;eed that it was this

fellowship and communion with his heavenly Father that

blesswed him and gave him spiritual resources,

They recalled that(John the Bagtégt)had also been a man

of unusual pqﬁgsﬁand that he believed in prayer so strongly

that he taught his disciples to pray. Onelef the disciples

of Jesus asked him,(ﬂhordi teach Eﬁ“iﬁﬂﬂ£§§:£> They knew

that Jesus prayed in all walks of life, he prayed at his

baptizm, They b:ogght(iittle children) to him, he prayed

for them.,.he prayed in the hour of popularity, after the

healing of Peter's mother-in-law. He Erazeg all night)

|
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Jesus had been prayipg in a certain place, and one of his
disciples said to him,é! cach us_to ggg;) as_John the Baptist

daught his diaciplou to pray."

When we think about a prayer—
less life and prayerlessness, we think of many, many things
And some people really look at

prayer and think of it andw to_any advantag

at all, therefore, they will say to you, "What's the good of
o -

on this subject of prayer,

ggayeg!ﬁwhy pray?" They think

that prayer is something (like i and there are times

when prayer is good, and there are other times when prayer

Many people are like that,

is not good,

: I, Let us think of the easons why some people are prayerless.

shavy

SSary) n the first place,

they feel that they chxget along}ln their livee wighout

prayer., Thereféfe, they ot worry about it. They may

think that things are going so wonderfully well, that life

is complete for them, there is glgg&x_g‘_mgagx in the bank,

and they have gggg health, and probably they are moving out

to the guburbs, and they're living without bthe worry about
N———— 7

God or anything else,

ﬁggy do not pr Auntil 1ife'goes on the roc

Or they

feel that prayer is only good when some tragedy has to be
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and then they feal that well,

meb, Therg crisis |
prayer.. ecessary. There are lots of people who feel that |

prayer is good during thgdaxs of n;i)that when we're in !;
grea@Me; then we ought to go to church, we ought to

go to the house of prayer, we ought to pray for our lbved

ones, and we ought to have prayer in behalf of those who're

on the bMd, but when the war is over, some of these
same individuals feel that prayer is not necessary any longer,

And that they can operate life without prayer at all.

/ 2. In the second place there are others who are prayer-—

vess vecrusoffher S0 poi e ai) ey dpuot beligve

that prayer accomplishes agg_thigg. They perhaps have prayed,

but they mvew and therefore they §
are prayerless,..they do@mwu@_in prayer, .

Many of these are like .they believe !

~

that they oyght to have p_mﬁ],gges, and they believe that

they ought to get what they want, and that prayer should

change things for them and they ought tobring about whatever |

they want, But since it hasn't, then they have no faith in

ite Well we know that prayer will change things. Prayer

will not only change things, but it will change people. It

really cﬁahges people more, we believe, than it changes

/

-3 i

things, because it will mean the(gower of God released)in

their lives. But you bake a and he cries for
his bottle, and @nless he gets it he

And some pecple can't bear to see him upset, and so they:

will give him special privileges. Many hr ‘ayer,

aside because of the same reasgn. They are not mature, and

they believe that because God does not answer their prayers

in the way they want them answered, then they'll go on through

life prayerless,

In he says, "Ye ask, and have not because ye
EMMMMW' Many

preyers are selfish, and when we pray selfish prayers s we

may ke assured that God will give consideration to such
prayers with expedient thought. Therefore people do not

prays:and are prayerless, because they do not feel it really

works for them.

3« In the third place there are people who are prayer-

P

less because : ! (Sl tleir belief) "What is
prayery they say, "That I should have to depend upon prayer

in this lifetime,

and want,"

And some of these people are people who are/efucatéd) and

they feel that prayer is a little bitfbeneath the
o
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: n earth as it is in heaven,

In the lives of other people, but

3:  Let
Let your will be done.

you say, Lwant to do as I please; now that God's word might

be operated and his law might be obeyed, here's a request
here, How can they be exposed to those statutes if they

seldom attend Sunday school and worship service?

Well, they can learn otherwise, mainly if they!ll take

the Bible in their homes. Leb.your.will.Re.douo Qnoerth,
in my life, ag your will is obediently done in heaven,
This certainly puts great importance on God's glory and

his kingdom, because they come first before our wants. In

your prayer life, seek ye first the kingdom of God.

The other three petetitions which are manward,
This is & primary

i:s in God's interest, in every’ aspect of our lives.

Give us bread, me-a_n_sf every thing necessar;)to sustaig life,

This petetion underscores our dependence upon complete de=~
-

1. fGive us this day, our daily bread

pendence on God for every day blessings. To mention to God
our physical needs is to revesl the facts that we should

pray for our liwlihood as well as work for it, We know that

3 for re-

s

i‘éshment, and yet somMmmM

S

2L
prior to the selection of the %2 discipbes, He was praying
when he was :brm before Peter, James, and John., He

prayed in Gm...be prayed on the cross...prayer was
the habit of his life,

We know that these early disciples followed his teac}li'ng S

because they prayed in the selection of ﬁudoessor to Judas>

They continued 1néne accord in EEEQ until the mighty
power of the Holy Spirit came 1.1pon @gg_ge

Prayer opened the

met the master on the way to Damascus,

G@for Peter and set him free., The @Llhouse at Pmu%gg

gave up its prisoners when Paul and Silas prayed.

On one occasion when éesus had healed g‘goamth the dumb
spirit, whom the disciples had be ble to heal, he was
explaining his success by saying, "This =5

e

g."

Therefore( &g Qggé' Bles,were,int,erested.) They wanted to

know how to pray, and how not to be prayerless, because of

its pgralyzing effect upon their Christiaam lives. Thus,

Jesus gives to them, tlle_ﬂ,w It can perhaps be

read er repeated in abo@t_@g. And around the world,

this prayer is offered up many times each day., It is looked

upon as a gyodel prayer, and Jesus said pray after this manner,
If you want to get rid of your prayerlessness, then mold your

praver life after this praver.
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@irst?we see the invitation, father, which art

in heaven," This speaks of the
e ————

realize that we are talking with Go7d,~ our heavenly father,
We have had the spiritual birth, To as many as received him
to ghem gave he rights to become the sons of God, which were
' ‘born of God. #And we see here W)
relationship i r. ' This intimate relationship is not
to degenerate into disrespect, for he said, "Our father ,

which is in heaven,lléin heaven? Truly we can go boldly to

the throne of grace, but it emphasis the family r elationship

of all Christians, 'Our father, not merely my father, but here

is one who is ready to hear all of the.pleas of his followers.‘!

Jesus teaches them how to get rid of their prayerlessness

by setting fortf six petitiong/, equally divided, three God-

ward, and three manward.

1. The first request is @nowed be thy name"> Let
your name be holy. !Dr. Re Go Leiwas traveling on a t®ain

with two smell granddaughtgrs, and had been notified by

their mother that he:might need to assist the smaller one
with prayer. At prayer:time the older child successfully
quoted the model prayer and then some additional personal
request@¢ The second child began the example prayer, "Our

father, which.art in heaven", she said, then paused, turned

., ol

to her wa’ grandfather," she
said, "What is hallowed2" Well, he said he did not have time

to look up in the Greek New Testament what is hallowed, Well
let your name be_holy is the petition. 'Hallowed means hely,
the request is that w be recognized everywhere

throughout the entire world., Does your life declare unquest-

ionably that your God is holy? Supremely hQ‘;? God's reput-
ation is dependent upon your holy Lliving. he preachez

said that the livi f the people of his da "
my holy hame" It was tragic that some people enjoyed the

family relationship with God, and yet they cared so little

about his reputation, and about his interests among other
people.
'2+ The second request of our model prayer is also God-

ward,~¢"let your kingdom come,"™ This is a desire for the

rule of Bgﬂr.. and the reign of God in the hearts of the

citizens of the world., This speeks of divine control., This
’ ~

puts Satan out of control, And this would do away with all
corruption, all dishonesty, and all sin, to let your kingdom
come because we are ’:Lnst.ructed that. one day the end will
come and the kingdom will be delivered up to God fhe father

who shallreign in power.
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that are lost and undone. The thousands of people without

Christ, just waiting to be gathered in., Where are the labor-

ers? They are not going forth, they are not responding to

@he Call. Jesus

Jesus ssid, pray thy kingdom come. Pray the father to

_(fend forth laborers) he said. So many of the things we
= i

want are secondary things. A% least they're besides the

main point and purpose of God, the coming of his kingdom,

Wé're W&m@e pray:

God bless me, and myrwife ;
My son John and his wife ?
Us four, and no more, Amen,

We find the heart and center of prayer as it relates to

the(Eaitigg gg;;;tudeéb Look at it, Now which of you, if
he have a frieéd go unto him at midnight, and say unto him,

friend, lend me three loaves for a friend of mine is come

to me and I have nothing to set Before him. Welll we see
R —————

here &hre dSymentioned here. God ;é the friend to
wggnﬁygﬂgg§ It is the midnight hour and what d@o we ask for

when we go, that he shall on the basis of our friendship

give us a blessing for our own need} We go.widh .an.oub-

s toward God 935-£‘if59’ the other hand is

s treiched-boward.a friend in need,

Fe

take a prayer brea;, @ither in the morning, noon, or night.

Here is a request that God gives the provisions of life.

2+ Here is a(raguegt ég EE £¥g§imss of sin.) Te

are to pray for our daily bread and for the forgiveness of

sin, We need forgiveness, as often as we need daily bread,

and our neced for forgiveness is ag urgent as that of bread,
And( God can gi

enerously, Many of us fail in this
relationship with God and with other human beings. We build
up barriers to prevent forgiving another person. We seal
our hearts, that God forgiveness cannot enter. The Spirit
which is open to receivingolové is of necessity open to
shofling loves, So we see the explanation of this petition,
It's due to our weakness,..the desire for ourselves and
for forgiveness.

The Christian learns that forgiveness of the past is
something that he must have guidance and strength for the
future, and lead us not into temptation, and we must like-

wise keep ourselves from enticement,

3. Therefore thigmatter EE Eggggatioézférmulates the

third manward part of the petition.

Jesus closes this suggestion as to how to be prayer-

less with the doxololy, for his is the kingdom. The need of
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our souls for cleansing and of your development, is for

e

God's honor and God's glory.

e

Now as we pin downm this business of prayerlessness, let

us come to the next point,
ITTI. Why should geogle ﬁra;?
Why should we pray, why shoulq_i"pray, why should a

Christian pray?

To getk e ought to

pray that-we might better know God, and come to understand

hin in & better way.  Because of sinmanforzeldukaiGod

is like, but through prayer we can come to an understanding
of the likeness of God.

3 hame

about the eternal (God.

Jesus said, when you pray, say our
That, within itself, settles all the misconceptions
They must ‘come to know him. He is
like a
Yere have been times in your life that you
would say to a younger member of the family, "WNell, it wonli

Now

loving, heavenly father,

ow he won't

you go back and you undérstand this.

bo_youp-fzther,

There was no need to discuss them, there was no need to

i :
It's an actual tribute

There were some things which were out for
U.S.
beg and plead to try toget through, because thosg things

had been settled a long time ago.  And your Daddy understood

dowe vt " Leaw

( 8. In the second place Eh;s is the LV to briﬁ his kingdom

el L~
that for some of those things, they would just not do. Well,
I didn't knéw about those things, and you didn't know qbout
them, but you had tollearn about them, and you learned about
them by asking.

s of God here which we may

just glance at here, In the llth chagter it is implied shat

God may at times seem like an unkind friend, who would not

get up at midnight, or an unnatural father who gives his son

In the 18%h chapter,

stones for bread, but that's not so.

God is again misunderstood as the unjust” judge, but if you

will search that you will find that it's different, Therefore

beoome agquainted with god. b e u

prayer will hel

We're to pray for his

Jesus!sald! tgx E;ggggm,ggme.

kingdom. The Christian ‘cannot overlook fhe kingdom of God,

The urgent need of this world today is that more people might

come to kﬁow this, We know there is going to be trouble, ther

will be'warsI and rumors g£ wars. We know that all these

important things are going to take place in our world, But
we as Christians need to pray for the fields are white unto
harvest,

This is reason enoﬁghi to pray without ceasing.

a fresh vision of the field, we see the masses on this earth

As we get
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any wickedness in the world that ﬂggd conque,rigg? Are there
F (3 e

any gr_:; alg)_ that may be awaiting you? ; Is not(death)before

you? Are you fully prepared for allethis? Do you have any

responsibilities at all? Get, these things before you.

ad_the Bible. § If you want to know what to do

e —
SR N,

about this prayerlessness, pick up the book of 'booka, and
o S R A

read, and you will find that it furnishes something that

will answer your case., Lf are depressed with a sense
of guilt, read the Eﬁ;ﬁ and say, "Haye mercy upon me
0 God, according to thy loving kindness."

If you are under affliction, headthe.20lh.oaln, "The

troubles of my heart are enlarged."

If you're rit, read the a1y "Oh

my God, my soul is cast down within me.,"

to be heard in prayer, according to the amount of prayex.' you

send wp. Hgwis it with(hildven ina fawilyd One of them

will come and ask you something and he is heard. We know

that all of us may not be finished workmen at this subject

e R

¢

ey |y
Get the pleture, You as & Christian, you are a friend in
between, and thus, that's what prayer means, God pours whrougl
us and bestows through us his power., If some-midnight hour
somebody should come, then we'd eall upon God, then he blesses

this friend, through us,

3. We ought to pray in the third place, and not be proud

beomww

That's exac tly what hapnens, Our life depends upon whether

or not we pray, or do not pray, spiritually.

o

pray, give us. tiis.dey, give us thigday's food el God

will supply all our needs according to Christ Jesus in glory,

Jesus daid,

But we must come to recognige that God is over all of the
circums tances of our lives.‘ We must know thet God prepares
for each day, and we do not pray for a certain thing, we

know that God may give us spinach when some of us may want

ice cream,

We cannot accuse him of being unjust. OSome

people raise the question wh&.,;W
y;} Why did it have to happen? W
pr_e_a%&w Well, he's gail, and he's f

and he's human,..that's true, But yet God's provisions are

ble

not always exactly what we think we need, We have a new

nature,a new life as Christians, and therefore it must be
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caungb-pray-as.Lonce did, I de as

developed, Prayer is one of the ways that it's developed,

that's why Jesus said( ";R_z_‘az without ceasigg.b' This is one

T

il

woil_c__o’If__i_‘_a_im. Sometimes we wonder in our work in the king- I used to. I used to number the days between the time that
dom, we say, well we're not getting anywhere, things are not I would be able to go back to church, and there listen to
moving, we get discouraged, but we must always recognize that the word of God, but today somehow, My mind wandergLand I
God can be trusted, and we learn to know him in prayer, and | g0 to sleep during the aergi_ge, and there's no joy in my

.
T e X LR TSR,

we must believe in his kingdom, the things he has prepared

for our souls. There is every reason on earth for us to

pray, Your heavenly father knoweth what you have need of . once did, Then remember to spread thi:«: out before God, You

even before you ask him. You see, God knows, now what we remember({ezekial) received a blasphemous me

ssage from Rabshakel
. i
need to do is to find out what God wants us to do, which and when he received that message he went up into the house

way he wants us to go, and in what channel e wants our of the Lord and spread it before the Lord.

ves to fit i to. Ther ovlded yays for us You remember whe too his ax}d
- = = e
ﬁ, e/ J‘j&r?a ii pr erlessness. buriéd it, they went and & Q;Q\\Iesus. _

IV, What can I do about this? ' but, "Lord, he whom thou lovest is sick."

Say today, that you know about prayer, puRlic prayer,
fanily prayer, private prayer...snd you know that it's comifig = In thegsecond ovaluate ndition Think about

to Jesus Christ, and it is calling upon him, but in your it. Wm...oause 1% %o pass by in re-

heart you are alsg W@ You know view, Golinto the closet, @_&Mﬁo_th_egrk, walk into

that ygy, do_not have aMearnestnes.s En your prayer. You the fm_sghere, and rw upon it, th_:i._nk___u%p it.
know that it doean't seem to be a privilege and a freedom. W Is there nothing

You know thatét's dull and ég %&&Lg‘ii ZS; xgu‘ and you're to cause you to get excited about prayer? 'Is there no longer




Nor; rison in ‘g
‘Prayer” tellg how Cha ¥
making the Voyage to J
ber of years ago, learg {

iStol. Tt 0™ that they

A
had encountereq a verx dense m. Be-
cause of it the captain had remained

on the twenty-
fe_lm_hmu;g‘ when Mr, Muller came to
him and said, “ ave come to
I _must be in Quebec o
S b

@
that “it~“wag.. j €, he replied:

never broken an engagement for Lifty-
seven years. I us go y e
chart room an ray.”

The captain continues the story thus:
“I looked at that ma 1
thought to myself, W. S,

(¢ e_from. 1

never heard of such a thing as this.
‘Mr. Muller," T saiq, © 10w

?’ ‘No, he replied, ‘my

is n t

oLmmeg_ng, Who controlg every

circumstance of my life’

was going to pray; but he put_his hand

on my shoulder and told ma not” to
pray. &}he said, ‘because you
do not, hel Ve God i

OWn my TLord for
’-a_nd there has never
iled to get

fifty-

been a
an aydi P
and open the door and you wij find
the Tog hag gone.’ I got up and the
fog was indeed gone, George Muller
was in day afternoon for

his engagement,”
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going to answer you as you plead,
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y

to ) A . .

' little hand, and
speak, and he will come and sgiretch out his L

Your prayer is not recordec

how fine
ding to arithmetic, or how loud they may be, or
accor g

rt and a
they may be, but of the sincerity of a broken hea
contrite spirite
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Prayer is imporbaént in the Christian's life,
You are to pray every-

P
1'08

:yl

? Are there not
The cause of prayer., Ig there not a gaggg,

2!

. s f

you., , And he will not hear.

If you are(si "
a
finger on the enemy...perhaps some known duty ¥
your finge
ve imprope:
h mitted, perhaps there is somepody that you ha
ave o °
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verance that God has mide, Perhlps there is sdne ungeneren

temper as directed and you have grieved him,
Is there no secret ¥ing by which you may account for this?
You may be aQnah;) the gord may whther above your head,

but there was a worm at the root of the goard,

We ought to truly discovezwhat is hinderinbour enj oym_el}t.;
-

in prayer, Whatever this may be, it must be, it may be found
S e B AR B Y

Lord will not hear me.

It will be well for us to walk so as to please God. Prayer
is\more than Jjust a.simple.du o it is more than just a routine 3

piece of business, or a job to do, but it is something that
Christians do because they like to do it, It produces

happiness, it aids our welfare, it brings fellowship with

God, and we know that when thou prayest in secret, the
heavenly father will recompense thee openly. Prayer is

essential., Jesus assures us that prayer. never is fruitless.
e T

It is bound to be rewsrded with the blessings of life, openly

before the eyes of men., It is our eim to contact God,. The
purpose of real prayer then, is to see the face of God, to

listen to him, and 1o receive the purifying strength, We

need more of God in our lives s — -
Lo o Moty e SimF. To sl v
ere's a "0
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"I often say my prayers, but do or pray
And do the wishes of my heart g th the words I say?
I may as well kneel down and worship God's of stone,
As offer to the living God,aapfayer of words alone.
For words without the heart, the Lord will never hear,

Nor will he to those lips attend whose prayers are not

Pcombone &, (Pre c)*°~ Lho A dhef'du f¢L~1’¢d' el Lo
&cxk v.‘/% A&WQ&G@W
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sincere,




