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PRAYER'S DIFFICULTIES

Luke 11:1-

,_X;g:> Lord teach us to pray.

Theﬁgé;iéﬂkagﬂﬁ“$$§§éggpr nothing of the greatest men and

women.

Ve give ici iticians, to musjic, to artistic
We give publicity to poll%&g} S, m y} s A

genius; we more than overdo the advertisement of pop singers, film stars.
(s —

But what about the unheralded offerers up of untiring prayer.

lHas the

Gedis)

§nxplimelight to turn upon the Egod, p%gps, those
who spend time in prayer --- of course not --- nor would the men and

women of prayer want any publicity.

TEE}I-the world knows little of its greatest men and women of

prayer., Those of devotion.

qiééégnas, after all, the greatest_offerer up of prayer ---
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His life was on
e great unb{len p{fzer!

efday) His disci 5
giday disciples came upon H1Tﬂwhen He was alone and at

o b

prayer.

They watched --- they waited --- they listened.
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hen the Master was done, the impression was SO deep, that
7

@ of the disciples voicing the thoughts of all the others gaidj'Lord,
——

teach us to pray!"

It was a spontaneous tribute to what they had been through.
s e

a prayer --- 2 prayer that has span the world ---

a prayer that is spoken every five minutes of every day.

It is g mo_de_l} --- by which to learn. By what Jesus says and

does --- and what He does not say; by what Ile gives first p%’gce to and
-_ =

what He gives second place.

Jesus wajust teaching them(\a}p}gyer, but Q.mv;\r) to pray.

Have you examined the Lord's Prayer for its guidance? Or do

you use it as(magic?)

These remarkable few words but great themes, when looked at

closely and in the order which they were put, yield surprises and
—————

yield answers.
—

G disticuitieDand doghss sbout proyer.

@ you have problems with prijer, have problems

e T

with your whole @mtual 11 £ Their spiritual health is impaired
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You can never make people want to pray by arguing about
it --- or even preaching about it. We need to get across into the

holy of holies.

i

mthw-" even thousands in this universe.

God enter 1nto a rela ionshi

low can a sovere1

The writer of asks --- "Who shall remember me on
= -——————'—'——'—7 —

high? I shall not ha known among so many people."

At that time the(Qopulatioq;bf the world would be a
undreth or thousandth part of the inhabited world today.

Our imagination is overcome at the tremendous complexity

of it all.

Q can it be that "I" can be known by God.

With all the computer age, created in us things beyond
us --- makes one dizzy. We know how all these gadgets work yet we

in faith push buttons, flip switches --- we use ---

hand in hand with his-~ values that

child far more than th¢ m bove --- conscious of the moon and ask

questions about.
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rmess of things put you off your prayer.

lle is the creator-of-the-stars also and at the same time

lle loves me --- and loves me as if there were but one_of me to love.
—————— D —

,@.ﬁnﬂto the problem is very "The very

}La'ﬁ:gf your head are numbered."

this prayer with the word of the house --- the

first word He learped to utter --- Abba --- which meang daddé --- the

S —

one He had tough for within Ilim was all of life.

Greater the gtist, the greater care given to details.

II. If God is almiihtz‘ wh; do I have to tg“ m'm_au_
about mgself?

m L to draw liis attention? To the wi%gws --- Does

not God know what qpemgloxment does to body and soul?

7
le_does ---{Does He not know my brother died and
T
I am brokenhearted --- Of course He does and grieved.
—

has said, your Fgther knoweth what things ye have need

of before ye ask Ilim. We could add, knows a great deal more about thenm

than we do. lle sees them in an all around situation



The @:ﬂgr is ngt _to_infoxm God --- nor drag llis

wisdom down to the level of our wisdom.

The object of prayer is tg educate US with qgnxgggg;ign

with God. Value beyond explanation --- Speaking whatever is in our minds.

coming to_his earthly father. Ille has just

fi-land. lle begins to chatter about
—_ ==

Imagine a3}

returned from vacatfon, been to
—

where he's been, the gég_@d_.timegig etc. Father_sgié, "Yes, yes, yes, I
— e et bt S ;_._,:_., = s =

know all about that." Using that @g}d stoﬁﬁef}; Child has to _go.
Sy i il .
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With God, prayer is interesting to Him. What we have to say ---

n prayer we begin to see things in a different

light. In a wider context --- against the background of God's eternal

ways and everlasting promises.

It is thus that we sometimes come to see our asking is little

better than ignorance --- selfish begg;nﬁ --- it is saying not thy will

but mine be done.

It is good for us to talk and let God's grace flow into the

situation, Communication.

ITI. Prayer appears to go unanswerﬁg. 2
TR Ty,



{fkﬁzggbsees her husband die, in spite of her persistent

and nﬁgﬁzly prayer.

[ Faithful and Godlz lovigggaéggzis)keep praying that God

~
- . s - t
will correct and change their evil loving dﬁpghtgr. All that appears
to happen is that she stays out more nighf% than ever and talks to
her parents about being squarég}- Their faithful prayers seem sO
vain in the face of her arrogaice. This is a hurtful thing in their

own_offspring --- where have they gone wrong.

Unanswered prayer also (lead:

us to brokenhearted souls.

o .,

j — -
Some become éngg m;h ga --£ bitters

Sometimes bitter towards the church.
R oo
Sometimes bitter towards the minist%y.

Say you have missled me --- unanswered prayer turns them

off --- what can one say?

Very 1itLlg you c i i 1gTY 1
_Litnle y an say to a person in a bitter, an mood.

You say your prayers silently.



A Scotch went to see a man once. He knew he was in

a horrible situation, not&__:_ang to live. After a time, he said I will
offer up a prayer. He was an old Scotchman and he lived in an_old

hguse—he preacher was a young man. The old man turned to him and
said "I ;gﬁc‘ned mny roofW" The young minister latex
- P
saw the truth. The old man lived in a housecovered with slate
but with straw or.reeds. When he said "I thatched my roof before the

storm", he was saying:";flﬂ have made Iy, sgiritual prggﬁation --= I have

built up the things of my soul before this ng came upon
‘f.,

me .
Now that we see thes, we will see the
build ig;m‘ ritual resources before the strain does come.

You will@member that the Lord's Prayer was(ladedby one

‘ prayer in the stress of Gﬁ%remained&nansw,ereg
_— -
has to(meet certa_ip)cqnditions,.

Qesus}said whatsoever ye shall ask in/IM ame --- that
_'ﬂ

is a condition.

Ifé@iﬂ%md I in you and My words_abide in

you --- that is a condijtion.

God is not contrary.



We c@ are not asking ipside _l_i‘i,s=wi11 --- He cannot

answer and remain true to His character.

We are praying in defiance of His mor al order. We are
gging the very things

and all the time we. .gra

and pardon @g_&lrselves do

@ha\re the forgiving spirit. It is just a spiritual law.

ing” tabl ts\are
i_céof
cream cake, fried_petatoes oOT double-dip ice cream. Without an
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obedience to dietary laws and exercise.

what we_pray for cannot be_given.

@are asking for wrong pxgferential treatment. If we get,

others of God's children will not _get.

Pgraéeé is not easily taken as sli

suppose to do, give you a nice slim figure wi

We must @ for et_we ray(;)@ Father not Y

Sometimes we forget there are 7



&is an answer.
=

_ --- when he would have %md gone
fe e was b;_locked. Turned to westward and establish the

church in Europe.

v1d L1v1ngstone _got it --- he was blocked in his

travels. /7;' .- - Son %ﬂ/ I(.J(Lfv—— Qaé—vw Q g L‘L-LV
M%(M% Mm/ fxﬂ/% T T Sl ls i WHond Ol Zﬁ,/
o ot ou Pl T olrnirid — it Aed Braglt sl e P K i

v The answer no, by God's grace, may become the source of B —
/%J/ Aﬁ«m a,..a.,Ww_ sz@.
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one'sdife purification and enri_dlme@.

God may shut up one way and open up a beé;_e_r_w_u,

@nr_nay mean not yet --- not yet is an answer.
2 CREE &

:i.t be a(gisd father who never said no?

Who never said wait awhile?

You are not ready for it?



No my child I have something better for you. More worthy

of your talent, a venture wider than your present narrow path.

said "a lot of our unanswered prayer --=-

"] am sure that either we_abide for bgtter times or w,
- e [ ‘x‘_‘-—-—'?

or a better g;:' £t M

_Theten_d _os ﬂ%ﬁe; is as @ﬂl_s_ﬁ_gl%n ought to

always pray and to lose heart.

For us, it is only the trying --- the rest is not opr

doing.
@ the missionary, said L never venture to criticize
God's answer; it's onlz, my. part to ask, if it were otherwise I would
e —

not dare, to pray at all.

beterbe --f Lord teach us to > a.ﬂ to

Y

go_on praying"

'The results are in the wisdom of almighty God.

d

Father we come to thee now in silence yet shouting for joy.
We come in silence over the thought of your love for us ---

You rule supreme over time and space --- yet You loved us so much that

You gave Your only son to suffer and die for us --- to think that You

= 10 =



loved us like that takes our breath away.

When we think of this love, You gave us living birth into
a new hope when You brought Jesus back from death. So that we
could make a new start in life, free from the guilt and shame of the
past. Confident that nothing in life or death can separate us from

your love.

Father accept our worship and praise through Jesus Christ

our Lord.

Bless those whom we love, near and far. Those in

sickness and health.
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