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"PREVIEW OF THE FUTURE"

I Samuel 28

INTRODUCTION:

First we want to look at the@/for looking into the future.
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Second, we want to@ at the methods used in discovering future information.
e

I. THE REASONS FOR LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE

V.l 1-7 It was a time of war. It was the ewve of the battle of Gilboa.
——
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And the moonlight streamed down over Mt. Tabor where theof King Saul

-

were encamped.

Thlﬁg_mﬂﬁ%__})_/.jsm_n beyond - the camp of thelPhilistines) And
e
about the same distance was a little(Villagéyby the name o

In!ﬂé)tlxe tides of battle had been running against the so-called

children of God. And as @ leaned on the tent prop, he was trembling, the
7 T e

Scripture says in the verse. e was afraid. His heart greatly trembled.
All Israel's warriors were within. They did not have a great number as compared

to the enemy. Disaster seemed inevitable. And desperation was disabling this

once proud warrior.

I can hear him say, "I am undone". The fate of God is against me. Even

eternal God is not with me. The real spirit of power and

of comfort had forsaken him.

@waa still a fugitive.
The were growing in number.




And Saul's poor self-confident heart began to give way. What is there

in us apart from the grace of God to sustain us, when the dark and cloudy day

comes .

‘Y;C:)— When Saul iqﬂgiggghof the Lord, the Lord answered him not. Neither

by drefgg nor by %fim’ nor by prophets.
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Here was a fearful heart and a(é?lent lleaven} What a sorrowful plight

—_—

for a man to be in. Who once has as a companion one of God's best prophets.

a light seems to pass over Saul's face and he turns to an attendent.
——————

There in all this place who has some kind of a gift - one who can tell
e ———
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you<iimething about tomorrow;}”TﬂﬁS-EEH—gI;;t;;(; preview of the future.
— P ——— —
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JE(:)— Saul said seek me a woman who hath a familiar spirit., That I may go
—__—————'7’ -_—

inte her and inquire of her. And thewas ready with information. There
— e i = _—

was a witch - a woman at IEndor who practices witchecraft.
ey — —

\. D ~Tow we mustl;emember; that hy a royal decree, witchcraft was crime of first

degree and those who practiced this blggg_grt_wexe_nutzlgégd from the Kingdom.

And Saul had given the order to put these people out of business—--but now a war
was on. And now he wanted information. And this was against the law of God
= re——————

and it was a contradiction to what he had faith in. Now had someone told Saul
‘-___'—T

when he was destroying the witches that he would, himself, consult with one. He

v ———

would have said that it would never happen.

But _yo knows what mischief those will run into - those that will forsake

God, and or, forsake him.

—
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! are told that during war, the Ci_\_rﬂj.%r, between the BE'_t,_es - that this

movement began to grow on the Eastern Seaboard. And after World War I - great

groups of grief stricken parents frequently visited these people for seances

- in- of word from the other world. During World War II, those who had money

- these mediums reaped a harvest. Spiritismyis really what it is called. It

flourishes among defeated folk

cash and will flock to all sorts of seances. Child-like people who have lost

5. A bewilde®ed people will scrape together needed

their houses and all they have - will turn to fortune tellers and ask them to

intercede.

lMost people who consult these familiar spirits are in distress of somekijﬁ

that may spring from within. And King Saul), for instance, had gone into battle

after battle - he had lost his inner reserves. Ie began to fail., He was going
down in dgﬁgat. and he could not stand the shame. And this was the reason why

he sought to find something out about the future.

This man's distress sprang from his lack of religion. The King had ﬁ!ﬂ.lived
satsess sio EeDiives

right in relation to God -Czlgg_ggd, he would have felt no impulse to consult the

witch.

During his earlier years as King, he had been able to depend upon Samuei;

His spiritual counselor. To go to his dear friend and(%qsfé?//;;t now he felt

that he needed some other contact. He could not solve the problem as it arose.
' T

But when the man of God departed - the King was at his wit's cend. Having no
ﬁr__E_;7

—

where else to turn, as in his earlier years, he had tried to drive the witches out

of the land. To stop this folly. To shield his people. But now he feels God

forsaken.

It is a bewildering moment when stand in the midst of some great sorrow
. p / —
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and there is no pastor w@e_izgggg_zg%%y to intercede for them. And there is

no church to offer a friendly hand. They often reach out to the spiritualist.
When burdened men and women fail to find and look to the church and to the
minister - they cease to attend church. And that's when life crumbles in on

them.

V. 1-7, tells us the reason for his seeking to know something about the

future. )
o . ¥ ﬁfﬁwy:ﬁ |
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II. THE METHOD USED IN DISCOVERING THE FUTURE

The servant quickly clothed the King in garments of a_peasant.

Saul and his tqgﬂhndy_guax%; go around the edge of the camp of the Philistines.

—

And they go to the(cave of Endory And there he makes his errand known. As he
s—_—

approaches this witch disguisedJ

You will Eg;&ﬁéfzhat it was_by(nighé)that this took place. Spiritism works

this way. There is gross deception. It takes place at night. And in the case
o M

of Saul, the interview called for a disguise. And preferred darkness rather than
: P

light. He had one — I want you to bring up a spirit from beigw. Where

did she suppose that the man of God made his home in the unseen world.

AN 1

I pray thee, bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee.

In We have a of safety given. He tells her of his errand

- that he desires to bring up the dead. And this she knows is especially forbidden,

And she signifies her fear of the law. But this man orders: it to be done. And

he insists that this will not endanger her life. There is no mention of acg;;D
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No doubt, she demanded a large one.

But she felt that this was a snear layed for her life. Saul promises with

an 3;2&} that he will ngg_kg;;ay.her. And it was his duty as King to punish her.

And he knew it. DBut he swears not to do it.

rE i
In @— The woman asked the , whom shall I bring up from thee.
. : >t

Y //
Bring me up Samuel. Saul desires to speak to Samuel. Samuel had anginted

him to the Kingdom. IHe had been a faithful friend, counselor, and had given him

wise advice.
—

Samuel was living at RaMa0 - not far from Gibeah. He presided over

the SQEgpl of the prophets. We never read of Saul going kée to consult him in
= 7 211

any of the diggigglgies that he was in. PBut now that he is %g;d, oh, for

Samuel again. Bzﬂgl; means, bring him up.

hat despise and persecute God's saints and ministers, when they are

—

li_'\{i'gl)};, be glad to have them again when they are gone.

/ —

—

Send(igzgzagjto me and to my father's house. Luke 16:24.
= —— "
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S50 here was a Bring him up. And this is a drama taking

place in the 0ld Testament. The(quest?of the Kin% — under cover at night.
— é_—______.
e learned availed him little.

His Ery)is not unlike that of multitudes of men and women who f£find their
7 - L

own hearts failing them. As they tremble at the gates of better erdays.
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This is a good scene to@ in ourselves. About the MH?

i e 4

@_’gﬂr_. We would like to crystal gazing - it is unattractive. And we

must look in a different way to see what the coming year may hold for us.

e

@ did the woman see. .dld this foxtune teller profess
// /)

to see. Oh, she said, she cried with a l_g_gd_y_g_:l_._g_e - when she saw Samuel.
=0 Bae SaW °eEs

It scared the daylights out of heh%ym Wﬁ @M-—f

Then remember, when he said, bring me up Samuel - this is wvery emphatic

in the Lebrew IWety, and determination - his soul
T 2

longs for a short interview. To get a preview of the future.

But the re-—appearance of Samuel brought{ no)relief or comfort. And it
i s

frig%ni}ch out of her wits.

The witch looked upon this sight - and of course, he asked her what she

saw - Ve::@ I saw God descending out of the earth. And was he
/‘V — =

1Ts
‘V_@ anéld man ) cometh " up. He is cowmered with a mantle. At this
—4’ o -
point stooped to the ground. @othing more than an old man - covered with

a_robe)

Now himself appears to _have seen nothing. Ile had(dependeddon the word
S
of a law breaking woman. We are told that in - people paid

5 millio ollars - today to take the rake of‘; must be vastly more. Wherefore,

do you spend money for that which is not bread - and labor for that which

’

satisfieth not. Harken unto me, thus saith the Lord.




TheCﬂxiwitch recogpized Saul and wanted to know why he had deceived her.

We may suppose that Saul was ke i i t room. He bid her

not to be afraid but to gg\gE_EiEE_EEEﬂng;a%;on. And to inquire of him., She

saw God. Now Saul @E§§§§§~;t_m§§&gggg§%§ry to have this conversation w1th
Samuel. That he might call him out of ;l e grave, And God peIn ed the

to answer the desire, of Samuel, in shgﬂg_ﬂ;ﬁb,éalﬂhe I think it was all a

Clig;, But Saul being told of God's descending was eager to know, about it, and

he must take the woman's word for it. That she saw an old+ man.

:il(;;?_ lle said why has thou quieted me - to bring me up.
7

-iﬁE - but this is cold comfort. He is not told about

repentance - but he is told that in he disobeyed God.

\L.p— He the approaching ruin of his army - his 1Hi_'f_,e - and the

7/

deaths of his sons.

V.— lle sank under the load. He had not eaten anything all day and all

night. And he was EEEEQUt strength. There was no strength in him to bear up under

such tidings for the future.

Saul is finally persuaded to eat some bread and to partake of some meat, of
a fat calf, which provided him strength enough to return back to his camp. The

midnight is settling down thick and fast. And this is the sure course of a back-

slidder.

have gone by since the King went to call on the witch at
35 vateh ag

Endor. And in all that time what has spiritism contributed to our knowledge of
e

God, and the unseen world. The light about him, and the way everlasting. We must



still turn to the Scriptures in the spirit of prayer. Why then, do we insist

in lgarning on what the leavenly Father does not wish us to know. We want to

g0 into the mysteries. We would like to know. We would like to get a preview

about the future. DBut here is the tragedy.

God forsaken, God is departed from me and answered me no more. The poor
S

man, might rather of said, T have forsaken the God of my Fathers - and I know

not how to pray.

Now when he talked about his unanswered prayers — God's answer may have been

His as to get in touch with God) But he sought out a fortune teller
—_—\ —_——

— and that visit marked the beginning of the end. (i:)he had nol gone to see the
.

witeh = he might not have met death the mnext day. But he went to that cave.
— — =

What aQQQE;SQEGEEL;o prepare for the baiﬁ;e on the morrow. And for the

life beyond this earth.

¥ The Gollowing day) we see how King Saul lost his sons, layed down his life,
_— 7 T

forfeited his Kiug@gm.

Vv CEQ;;;:EOu know about the New Year. Would you like a preview? Where would
e 7

you go? To some dark ca:.‘r/e and see a fortune teller. would you go to the
el

house of prayer.
‘-‘—‘_-—_——-

Do we not believe that God is waiting to give heed and that he answers the

call of faith.



(Qé:ﬁghave you ever known him to ignore any saint or sinner who really

—

prayed.

Vv Instead of going to fortune tellers - a needs to seek the church and
e

the sanctuary, and thg_ggggghg€7— where the Gospel is given. People need to

come to the house of the Lord to @d out the messgmg‘gfogr__ the life beyond.

The(giggz)of God streams from every page in the New Testament. The
7

eenter of gravity lies beyond the grave.

{/ﬁgmember this -\8aul) had possessed Samuel. For many years, Samuel had

offered him his counsel. He had been hig_i{}f&d. The old prophet had crowned

him. And all through the years Saul felt that the prophet, the old man, was

—

a hindrance. He dropped him. He felt that he could(E;;;;E!faster without the
V—Tﬁ"jp——

preacher.

Then, this pyd—, self-sufficient man encountered @ He

ongy for the help of Samuel - but Samuel is dead. He(Qishegzthat he had the

old opportunity. He sought to re-create it by bringing Samuel back to the world
Q—-———’7

again.

-~ This is an all éamiliar)experience in personal relationships. There are

, disus;, and nL@iﬂj}me of the best of God's prophets. And

it often causes heartache and heart-break.
B

Here is the folly of faithless ect. (Hlavelyou hated instruction. Has
o1y of faithloss negiost. (avdyou ==

you heart déspised reproof, Have you not obeyed the voice of teachers and

inclined your ear to those who instructed you. Frov. 5:12-13.
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I{/CW/!O flave despised the advice of a_father or a mother - and

grieved their parents by opposition and disgbedience, @bitterly to
i T =

bring them back. When they have gone down to the grave. That they might

benefit from their counsel.

the companion who cheered me in my_ gay days, in the day of

sin, but bring me up the father with his sray hairs that told me _

that the way of the transgressor was hard. Bring me up the mother who with
| MOLReL |

weep'_l_rLg’,eLes, and broken voice, admonished me against sinful indulgences.

And yet,@lgu/neglect the Lord, and continue to resist the striving of his

spirit - so at length he departs from you, as he departed from Saul - what

would it avail. That the could give up it's inhabitant. ( :;? the parent
-

could return, if the old man of God could come back, and speak with you again.

PE—

There are many men and women who have @ out with everything - a good
P
edlj%_j.oﬂ, a Chriiti/an,_bome, progglf_f_g_i._ends, but somewhere the foqtball of
success has been (fumbledh And they have turned to eajzd_l_;ving, wasting money,
energy and talents. But how then in old age‘ his face looks just like Saul.

In_t_hit__s_agl__lm, bring me up Samuel.
e e s et

omas| Carlyléc) was a great genidus. Success came to him — but there was

one element of tragedy in his life. And it did not come until late in life.

Jane Welsh Carlyle , his w}ée, he took for granted. When high honors came from

Ediwtliversity, J?.Eei had leer to bring her back.

He mourned her death sincerely. But as you know, if you have read any of her
correspondence - he might better have mourned his lack of consideratiopn. The
thoughtful affection she yearned for, when she shared the house with him and
his name., They were lonely years for Carlyle and he cried, briwtil.

—

The Samuel of lost opportunity of love and appreciation.
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If you have any love and kindness to show someone - show it now.

g

Modern men and women who want teo find something out about the new year
ind g ¥

we)have a chance at Christian chg;acter. And how sad it will be if suddenly

you discover that you threw out the baby with the bath water. Bring me up
Samuel. The very fact that some of you feel like that - perhaps today may be
hopeful. You haven't altogether lost the Samuel of your faith. Appreciate

it, live by it, be known by your fruits.

Do not have to end at the cave Endor. And be a God-forsaken man.

—

For a preview into the future - place your life into the hands of the omne who

controls it.



