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PROPHECY

PREPARATION FOR HIS COMING

I Cor. 15:52-58

INTRODUCTION :
m the coming of the Lord is mentioned in the Scripf;ures,. can
= > —
use it as a basis that God is saying to us -— prepare to megg_ghgﬂﬁnd! The

more it appears to me, is that ng expects to have a show-down with God

of some %}gd, so?iyhere, at someplace. FEven the agnostic expects a show-down.

Two days(EéEEEE)Jesus' trial and crucifixion the disciples(ﬁgke him those
= N_W

questions - when will this happen.?pggéijwill be the signal for your coming and

7
the end of this world. And Jesus gave an answer - and it was a long one of

signs, which when fulfilled, would constitute the signal for his return to earth.

o
The of this whole things swings around Matt, 24:44. Therefore, be ve also
nppem—- " / /

24
ready for in such an hour as ye think not, the son of man cometh,

kkf— that is the‘Egy word and it occurs all the way through the New

Testament. Jesus, himself, is ready at any moment. Peter states it, he stands
— —

ready to pass judgement on the living and the QEEE} I Peter. 4:5. With his

wonderful gift of eternal life, ready to be revealed in the last time. T Peter 1:5.

. 77

:Syexhorts the coming of the Lord is near. There stands the judge at the
— — =

door. Chapter 5:8-9,

Often in the it is compared to a marriage. Our Lord having gone

to prepare a place for us. And he assures us that the wedding is ready. Or again,

all things are now ready.
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(éelievers>are to expect the return of Christ at any moment. Jesus tells us
 — 4 Ly
that your time is short. And that you ought to be ready. You are to live in a

readiness.

That was the parable of thd They that were ready - went.

4
‘"éoegins the last chapter of Timothy with a charge - before God and the

Lord Jesus Christ who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and

his kingdom. 2 Tim. 4:1,
N

Now the Qrowniawaits me. Of righteousness - which the all just judge will

award me on that great day. And it is not for me alone but all who set their

hearts on the coming appearance. 2 Tim. 4:8.

Ve find that eyery) prophecy concerning Christ's fi coming as a Saviour was

literally fulfilled. This gives<;2;;£§5reason for believing that pggphecy concerning

=g

the second coming will be fulfilled in the same way. There are more than 300 verses
— ———

that speak of this in the New Testament. @neypreacher put it, now L'm not on the
, S3SIEL, Lmnot

tiﬂ? and plgge committee, I am on the reception committee. I _want to be there to

-

welcome the Lord when he comes.

| N—
IMPERATIVE |

e —————

That (man)is fast degrading within and without. And that he is heading toward
Hemmn

T. PROPHECY TELLS US THAT HIS COMING AGAIN IS

destruction apart from the intervension of Cod. Man simply’QiééL;BLaave himself.

H. G, VWells, and Albert Einstein - have been dead now for some ears, But their
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observation was that they despaired -~ this world is at the end of its %gpe. The

end of everything that we call life is close at hand. Later of

"The ghost like character of this development of atomic weapons is an apparent trend

&

- every step~ appears as the unavoidable consequence of the preceeding one. In the

end there beckons more and more clearly general annihilation.”

——

¢

e i ..___....\\ )
Certainly anhiE&_hééwhéQP%PGd to reverse this pessimism. (Dr. Alan Munnysays, b

mig&t cause the world and all in it to disintegrate in less than a minute in reference

to the neucular power.

Now Charles’Spuréeon;spoke of the world - most likely to sink into this sort of

a period.

)said to his disciples, "then there shall be greét misery such as

n
NI I e .

£

never happened before from the beginning of the wqgldéhntil now. And will never

h appen again.” Yes, Q::}Egﬁﬁ—dal_ﬂﬁre not cut s%g;t, no human being would survive.

But for the sake of God's people - those days are to be shortened.

So our Lord promises that when man is about to destroy himself, Jesus will come

again,

rsity - where the atomic bomb was developed -

said, I cappot see any future to our known world.) !

174
mbia University ~ "The end cannot be far distant.”
-

God - but something to be worked at among men.

Now these things are slightly amusing, But let me give you an illustration
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of John Wesley Whggs«who told about an experience he had of getting back to his

car. His wife.was born in Irgland and she was not accustomed to skates, as the

L

people in Canada. And so they were picking their way across a sheet of ice, in
front of the church. Now she thought that her husband had gone just ahead of her
on her right. But someone had stopped him for a few words and there walked by a
man with a black coat like the Preacher's on his way to his car. Reaching out and
seizing his arm, the Preacher's wife without looking up - explaigggwdarligg,

let me hang on to yo?v or T will fall on this ice. Over hearing her request - the

Preacher %xcellerated and called from behind - Kaghleen; and she thought at first
e 7

it was something in stereo. Because she was thinking about her apologies. She was

/4
startled by the gentleman when he replied - anyone will latch‘Pn to‘aggthiné qn this

it ‘
slippery surface.

There is a truth there - anyone will latch on to anything to keep from falling

on a sheet of ice., (Wha about in this world today. That is just what le are
<g;;£ SRS o = a—£~i———-239§

ding. Those who do not chose Christ and go to be with bim - when he comes again are

going to be reaching out in every direction, as the conditions of the wn;lﬂ_ﬂg;%gn.

in Rev. - "Then the kings of the earth, the marshall, the rich, the powerful

and all men slave or free hid themselves in caves or mountain caves and called out to
the mountains, fall on us and hide us from the face of the one who sits on the throne
and from the vengenance of the lamb., TFor the great day of their vengenance is coming

and who will be able to stand. Rey. 6:15-17.

Winsto LChurchhillgwept in the House of Commons as he reviewed the awful unfolding
{ S P s

g

scene of the future. Only the Christian can stand up and be genuinely confident as
é v "2\ /
aul wrote -~ Phil. 1:6 —/Qggwthing T am certain, the one that started the good work

o -
in you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.

g was certain that there was a day when Jesus Christ was c_gming and unchange-
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able fact - that hope that we hold on is like an anchor for our lives. That is

safe zn4 sure.

Now we do

never know in which direction the models or styles are going. But

Romans - hope maketh not ashamed. And to T1mothy, i;gm?nnt_ashamgdjépr I know who

I have believed. And am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have

committed unto him against that day. 2 Tim. 1:12,

on a volcano - not on a rock. Yet Paul said in TI. Cor. 3:11 - other foundations

can no man lay than that layed in Jesus Christ.

claims he always reads the sports section first in the newspaper.

7 - h &
It at least has some cheerful news. The fropt page has nothing but man's failures.
».g”- jy S e s e - 3y R

Now in a world of g%gom - man can turn to the Bible for the good news of Christ's

coming,

A?é;;;;;;§>blayer wggx forward in a Crusade meeting. He said, I want to commit
/ .
my life to Christ. I am gettlng t;red of playing the game without being able to see
—
the gog}mygggz And without the goal post of life - you have no direction. The coming

of Christ is a sure fact. And it gives people a goal post.

falways points North - so the é;;;;;;;Tg life always points in
I e 2 4

7 7
the dire¢tion of Christ coming again. To me, this is the light for our path.

Now if a

fgamfPe%%aﬁgﬁﬁﬁQfsaid’ "I_never lay down my head on the pillow without thinking

that perhaps before I awake - the final morning may have dawned. I never begin my

¥
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days work without thinking that he may interrupt it and begin his own. Though
he tarry past our time reasoned Matthew Henry, he will not tarry past the due
time, There is_a.time, an exact time_on God's blueprint schedule for the event

of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is imperative that Christ comes back

and all the peoples of the world shall lament in remorse. So it shall be. Amen.
I am the alpha and the'omega says the Lord God. Who is and who was and who is to

come. Rev., 1:7-8.

And they shall see’ the sqg”gimmgg,sga;fg;on the right hand of God and coming

in the clouds. Mark 14:64, The Lord himself s

1 descend, Paul assures. There
were 500 people gazing upwards when he made that)point. This Jesus, who has been
taken away from you up into Heaven, will come in the same way as you have seen him

go, Acts 1:11,

A from a farm riding up the elgyator at the Fmpire State Building,

*.;7

she was a Christian., And when they reached the 86th floor she says, Mama,ﬂyi%; Jesus
i

knqg we are coming. One thing among others is cextain in the Bible. And that is

that Jesus Christ knows that we are coming up to be with him forever. Because he

personally is coming to get us. Everytime ;EE£§E§;;;;;EDgoes to the Lord's Supper
— L —

table to celebrate the last supper, he focuse

ez

n_the return of Christ. This means

this due in remembrance until he comes. Everytime we go to work - we hear the Lord's
words - occupy uptil T come. ILuke 19:13. For the blessed are those servants whom

the Lord when he cometh, shall find watching. Luke 12:37.



says looking for the blessed hope and the glorious appearing of thgwgreatvLord,\,

our Saviour Jesus Christ — Titus 2:13 - just when it appears that the world is
e

going up in smoke, Jesus said to 1ift up your eyes and look and see the son of man

on the clouds in great glory and great power.

s e

N,
Nowfg;;;;»Victorl 1

a

? she was birelzmlg when she ascended the throne in the

British Fmpire. Attending officially Handel's The Messiah -~ she was instructed

- the point at which the hallelujah chorus was sung — the entire audience will

rise as has been a custom since the days of George I. But you are the Queen - you

alone remain seated. The glorious chorus was reached and all stood — her majesty

remained seated. But when the thrilling passage - King of Kings, Lord of lLords was
i i / -
reached - the‘fh@g(rg/g!and bowed. And not a membér of the grand audience missed
Y
the significance. Oh;,ﬂhét a day - one day Christ the secret center of our lives

7
will show himself openly. And when the head shepherd appears you will receive for

your own the unfading glory.

Chrysostom) a great preacher, was dying. He seemed to see the vision - glorious

events, yHe called out - easy dying, blessed dying, glorious dying. I_have experience
s i
more happiness in two hours dying today than in my who}g‘life.

From this bed to a crown
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Eternity rolls in before me like a sea of glory.

N ¢
2ysaid, the one who can keepnyou_from falling, in his benediction

7
~ sets you in the presence of His Glory above reproach.

No wonder

I always thrill when we sing the of Mrs. Breck. Who was blind and yet,
97 S

1"

she had an insight - ce to f%§$ shall T bghpld him, Facgwggmfgce what will it be.

Face to face in all his glory. I shall see him by and by."

e

The second coming of Chiist is indeed the perpetual light on the path of the

believer which makes the present delightful, é£>Jesus is not coming again - we should
— - - 77 =

close our Bibles and our chggphes. We ought to study about his coming, sing about it,

-7

preach about it, talk about it. And spread this hope everywhere. Jesus said if any

one is ashamed of me and mine in this wicked and godless age ~ the son of man will be

ashamed of him. When he comes in the glory of his father and holy angels. Mark 8:38.

Y
2

IIT. PROPHECY SAYS IT WILL BE JEMINENT.

ThsB now to be watg,h,e}for, wajited, for, looked for, prayed for,
b =y ~ = —

expecte%(at any moment. And this day that Christ has designed is one that his appearing

is about to take place. Not at this time to all - just to them that look for his

appearing. Heb. 9:28,

inted us to wrath - but to obtain salvation.

He defines Christian as those who have turned from idols to be servants of the living

and the true God. And wait for the appearance from Heaven of the son of Jesus? whom he
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raised from the dead. Jesus, our deliverer, from the terrors of judgement to come.

So we are to bé"\blgmeless in the day of our Lord asadmonished - keep
— —_ =

your commission clean and above reproach. One day ouwwill be confronted with the
Vepa— e r—— e — — ——— —

coming of Christ., This will be his own time. Who is the blessed controller of all
& - 7

things, I Tim. 6:16.

the professox says there are 22 'quotations in the epistles alone.
— —_— 7 —

Venture not to declare when, nor on the other hand slumber, for he sayeth watch -

LI

we are looking for Christ.”

: 6reached constantly that Christ's coming was eminent.

reached this,

Declaring no where am I told to wat‘:uut for the coming of the Lord. Each of us

must at all times be at our best.)

ays» I.want: to show you a mystery in a moment, in a twinkling

7
of an eye. VWhat has he said - he has said that the trumpet is going to sound. The
- —= —
dead in Christ are going to be raised. The living Christians of that day are going
- - "

to be changed. He is saying that Christians do not need to be disturbed and worried
: - 7

about those who die in Christ. That the unsaved do not have. So they do not have to
o
worry about death.

TFor if we believe that Jesus died and arose again, so then them that also sleep

/ N
in Jesus will God bring with him. V. The bodles are in the cemetery. The spirits

have gone to be with the Lord.



(Efumpet will sound??*Now .rumpets

-~10-

(Al
<j£;;;;Dto it - the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and

N\

7~
remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds. The dead in Christ and

the Christians in a moment to be with the Lord. That's what it says. The trumpet
%
of the Lord shall sound, the dead in Christ shall arise, and we who are alive and

remain will be caught up together in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. The

G

were used by the Jews in many ways in their worship.

It caL;gd_Ihg_p%gple together for wogﬁhip. They sounded their trumpet on their peace

_égys. They sounded their trumpet when they marched off to w§r. On great occasions,
l“—/ 7
it was used. In the book of Rev., we_g;g_tg}d that the trumpet sounds will announce

the judgement.

1 _of the trumpet will be when the trumpet of the Loxrd_shall sound

around the earth. The Bible says that it will be in a twinkling of an eye., An you

measure the twinkle of your eye. It will be that quick{/ The graves of the saved will
v, ;

all be opened and they will be raised with new bodies. And those of us who are

Christians will suddenly be caught up to be with the Lord. Matt. 24:40.

é;;;glgaid &go shall be in the field - one shall be taken, the other left.

o farmers working in the wheat or co ield, only one of them is gone. Two women
Tgo_farmer: g hes -orn field, only on s 8 o,
grinding at a mill - one saygg and the other unsaved. Suddenly the saved person is
gone. Now(Paul) said this was a mystery. And of course you say, this is(gantastig)

o 4 o~ -
But Jesus said, there will be two.in a bed - one will be taken the other left. It

04D 8 Dec
is a thing to think about if you are ready. Jesus Christ is your Saviour.
St —— 7

If you have been born again through faith in Jesus Christ and can say, Lord, I am

ready. And it may come at any moment. Matt. 24:44 - Therefore be ye also ready.

ha————

nt down for the coming down of our Lord to take us home,

—
re——

As a Greek scholar who is familiar with a twinkling of an eve - which is read at

nearly every Christian burial service, That leaves no opportunity éor )_Ehe thief to
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t. oy th igal to come back home... did ¢ say that his comin
repen e p:%%ﬁggo o come om E!!!!§ ﬂ!} g

7 "
would be as a clap of thunde

But lightning comes WiEESEE_EbffégilEEZ—EO really time it.

e

észthe lightning. As the 1igh’£r£ggw-»_f1as}s.

, and the apostle, John, Peter, and Paul also

Now @ used J ef
A
In Rev. - Behold, 1. come quickly. So hold fast to
_____n;2%=ﬁp€;?

what you have.

Jesus said to his disciples - Ehg_g%éégyhall_hearmthghy%%gg of the son of God
and those who hear will live. The Egg£§_gi_théze%%§k are moving on towards midnight.
——-—:__—7_7/-

And the bfigf_ﬁa left to us - the clock of destiny. Which tells of the faithful

hour.

@does one become a citizen of the kingdom of Heaven. a person is

boxn_again. Are citizens of Heaven and from Heaven expected to be delivered - he

will transfigure the body and belong to him. In Phil. 3:20-21 -(We)never cease to

be comforted so long as we are at home in the body, we are exiles in_the Lord. We
7 4 7
are confident, I repeat, and would rather leave our home in the body and go and live

with the Lord.( 2 Cor. 5:6j§3 Indeed we know that if the e rame of the houses
. ~ . -
that houses us today should be demolished ™~ we posdess a build%gg:which God has pro-

vided, A house not made with human hands - eternal in Heaven. In this present day

we do indeed groan - we yearn to have our Heavenly habitation put on over this one.

In the hope that being just clothes, we will not find ourselves naked. 2 .Lor. 5:1-4,

As some - said I wish I knew how  would feel to be free. I wish I

e




/I

-12-

could break all the chgigg holding me. I wish I could say all the things that I
— N Ve .

should say. And say them loud e?gggh so that the world could hear.

Omar Bradley - the American military general, Said,éﬁL%Q%? more about..war,
than about peace. Mgzg_gygut_killi%évthaqwghgnt_lixing. This is our 20th century
claim to progress. Knowledge of science out skips the capacity for control.

We have too many men of science - too few men of_God. The world has achieved
brilliance Witﬁout wisdom. Power without conscience. A world of neucu%gr giants

and ethical infants.

Will the world get ethically and spiritually-better. Yes, but not until it

gets worse and Christ comes. imply cannot better himslelf. The only answer

is -~ for Christ's return.

IV. PROPHECY SAYS IT WILL BRING

Jesus Christ cq_@g_s__m_hriﬂg% and immortality to light the Gospel.

a person receives Jesus Christ, he says, I_give them eternal life. And they shall
e 4

P

never perish. And we lay hold on that eternal truth.

Now people (ong) to know what is going to be happening in the year 2000. We are
.- p———— /, _ﬁ%
living in a sad world - somebody says., If T were God, this world of sin and suffering

would break my heart.4

A\
Now

’r
God, why doesn't he show us - somebody says. And he will.
k<t LRI N B 53 / — " -
Jesus is coming. Behold the tabernacle of God is with men. And he will dwell with

{Dthere is

them and they shall be his people. And God himself shall be with them and be their

God. Rev. 20:3. And God shall wipe every tear from their eyes and there shall be an
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end to death and to mourning, crying and pain. And the old orders shall pass away.
'—————“7 A ——— ——— S—

Rev. 21:4.

Only immortality is the way to God - and it can provide us with a won@g;ful

—
132“‘. A new body, will be given. yes, I am coming to men. I'm coming

again. He stresses this even to the final chapter in the Biblf! And bringing about
‘_—-—_-_—7 . —,

reckonpense to everyone according to his deeds. Rev, 22:12, Christ appears for his
- e

church, The fin the agenda will be the review of believers wor%g. There

——
e

upon crowns and rewards will be distributed, For we must all have our lives layed
open before Christ. Paul exhorts the Christians where each must received what is

done for him - for his conduct in the body - good or bad. 2 Cor. 5:10.

./
~ Therefore, my beloved brothers - stand firm and immoveable. And work for the
—_— — —— .
Lord always. Work without limiﬁ)since you know that in the Loréyyour labor cannot

/
be lost. I Cor. 15:58,

'&@y the God of peggg make you holy through and through. May vou be kept in
soul, mind, and body in spotless integrity until the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

I Thess. 5:23,

Ji
You remember(éééé%{&ad concern when he sald - what sort of people ought you to
v 7_,_,____
be. Surely men of good and holy character who live expecting and earnestly longing

/
for the coming of the day of God. [2 Peter 3:11.

John said, little children remember to live continually in him.

LT e

X
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There is no such thing for an incentive to evangelism like that. The coming
of the Lord emphasizes what God has emphasized. It is the pattern and the mission

of the church.

V. PROPHECY SAYS IT IS| IMPENDING
Finally the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is not only ing;g;ive, immense.,
immediate with immortality - but it is an impending event. So shall it be in that
/ - 1

, :
day when the son of man is revealed. There shall be tyo men in one bed - the one
— ol e

taken and the other shall be left. Two women shall be gripding together - one shall
be taken and the other left. Two men shall be in the field - one shall be taken and

the other left. Watch ye therefore, w§zggg_gg£_Lord. For yvou know not when the

master of the house cometh, at evening or at midnight - or at the cock crowing -
et et /

e ~ -

or in the morning. less coming_suddenly, he finds you sleeping. And what T say

unto you - I say unto all. Watch. Mark 13:35-37,

Christian(ﬁgzgg)let the realization fully escape you any conscious moment -
= /" s

o

that at any moment, Christ may return. Be always and do always those things which

please your Lord. Were he to come this moment.

~

The (prophet) said there were mué%igudes in the valley of decision. And the
PIOPEL tudes = =

day of the Lord is near the valley of decison. And it shall come to pass that who

so_ever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered. Joel 2:32.

s/

Now (Neil-Armstrong $tepped on the moon. He said one small step for man,
A . —

roverb)~ the journey of a thousand

—

/
one giant leap for mankind. “The o0ld Chinese
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miles begins with one step.-

Surely éodav?the“gffg_gf_iéith is the place where you put your foot - on the
— l— =

promise of the word of God. And this will take you to your eternal home.

gv@ou saved? _Jesus were to come today, @the trumpet were to sound,
would you be left behind - or would you go out to meet the Lord in the air. you

are saved, if you are a child of God, then when the trumpet sounds and the saved
/ —

are taken out, you will go with them in that great moment to meet the Lord Jesus

—_— 7 y v

Christ. ou are not saved, then you will be left behind. The gloréous things

we have seen, are not for you. Instead vou can look to dreadful things, that will

happen beyond death,
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come forth and all the cemetggyﬁijfijffiﬁorld would, yield up it's Christian

dead at this request.

- The Apostles Creed/has these remarkable words from thence he shall come to
. -~ : = <~ - — e

judge the uick and the dead.

The Apostles warned that Jesus was coming back again.

/7
/
— Bishop Ridley é;rned at the stake] at Oxford, exclaimed - Come, Lord Jesus/’
La-L€) _ = ot

- We remember that the(Wesley':

g rekindled the fires and there was a great appeal

about the return of Jpgus Christ, which was included in 5000 of the 7000 hymms

T

-

and verse that John gave in his preaching.

144
N Bég&ggéé;;;;;%sed to say that the sec%nd coming of Jesus is poggib}g_iny day

/
and it is impossible no day. /

It
NS Ppurgeon)said the coming of the Lord is by far the hope of the church and the
pe of the chur

4 7

remedy for mankind.

E-

TG 3
during my lifetime. Why does your majesty feel that very earnest desire, asked the

] 0\
dean.f7And she replied, because I should so love to [la

Victoria had heard of Christ's return at her cornation in 1837.

™ in 1953, also heard these remarkable words in a cere
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thee g# soveriegn lady this crown . to wear until ﬁ‘a]who reserves the right to wear
S ” / R e P D R A R PPt
it _shall return.

C?g;;; may-be over zealous pgggle = unbalanced people who announce dates, and
~— — ———

who scoff and who are disillusioned. And there may be modern ones who say, I_ap
z ->-uslone e

the master of my faith, I am the captain of my soul. But I feel 1ik§7§hlmFrené :

f}who in\1860 \said, .t n sigéR of a 100 vears, he saidi@o@fﬁs going to

s and he will say to humanity, Gentlemen, it

is closing time.

Now there are pegple who say there is no escape from the dilemma. But I want to

say to you - how shall we escape. Heb. 2:3 - If we neglect so great a-salvation.

iragtgy )l believe that our Lord's return could be at any time and

bring this present|stage of history to an end. That may well cqgg_hetmegn_ggy

—_

and the year AD 2(00.

Now seeing all of these things are going to leave this world behind. .
se_things, Gare & 14 behind. (Hhat

ought to be our attitude?7 What ought to be our concern about the new Heaven and
the new earth;P'in;:>- Wher@fgié beloved, seeing the ye look, for such things that
ve may be found in him. Not just careless about this thing - but to be diligent.
Active. And without spot and without blggigﬁ. What does this mean, First it means

w
we ought to be saved. Second.
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CONCLUSION

PROPHECY - SOME DETATLS

/

Live for the Lord - spotless - blameless.

g

¥ What a( joy/worki

in His church

«What a joy using you talen §¢M;7

V%an you sing,teach, preach, give, witnes

@;)hgﬁmere—%e—eégg7rhis hour where would you stand?

P

Arekzggfhpsy - The King is coming!

gl

 ;expressed his delight 7\ news that tie gospel song moved back to

center of stage.

;‘When the trumpet of the Lord shall sound and time shall be no more,

e
NPfigbt and fair.

When the saved of earth shall gather over on the other shore,

[//and the morning breaks,

| And the roll is called up yongder, I'11l be there.!"”



