a father whose son has been sick., The father said to
Jesus, "L ask your descinles and they could not," They
were powerless to help this man., The same if true in many
of our churches., It is @dﬁ because\we don't have knowledge

or equimment, mﬁ rograps, activitiy, or even money, Io
matter how perfect our system may be, if we don't have the

spirit, then we are without power,

E the servant of the provhet, was sent to the
home where the child had died. But, the child was not
bro't back to life uhtil the prophet arrived.

It is sad when we donot realize that we are without
spiritual power as is the case of so man; Christians today,
I think of [Samson\who shook himself and did not realize that
the spirit had departed from him. There was a time when the
spirit was vith him, On one occasion the scripture says,
the gpirit came mightily upon him. Judges 14:5. And he
had nothing in his hand, the only weapon was the spirit of
God. We think also how Gideon was able with the sword of
the Lord to go and win a victory for Him.

We think of the[ghyrches| in Rev. Ephesis -~ had left
her first love. Sgrdis - was without life. Another church
was merely lukewarm and without the spirit.

We cannot go out to battle with Saul's armor. ‘he Bible
is full of men and women who went forth with nothing except
the spirit of God and won victory after vistory., wmwmmmm%w
left his home, the Jorients at Jericho walked around the wall
David faced the giant, But, our difficulty today is that
we are afraid to prove God.~We borrow from the world and
feel that this will do the task. e think that if we can
copy after the success of &:mAEOWHPW.wSms our church prog-
ram will go over big. Therefore, instead of getting on our
knees in prayer, we depend uoon the external, and we soon
discover that it is not by might, or by power , but that
1t is by the spirit of Cod that we conquer.

T, wﬁw<m3¢wmm the Spirit, -

“As we think of the Spirit of God, representiang
truth to us, and also we recognize that one_mav resist or
reevent, the spirit. Begng a\goral nt), this is
voluntary action, Now, if God orge his spirit upon
us, it would be impossible for us to prevent or £&kg
quench the spirit. The spirit enlightens the mind, it takes
the truth of Christ and reveals it to us.
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7 ullers 1s such a thing as shutting our eves.
and refusing to receive the light as given by the spirit.
Tou can shut your eyes against it, in fact, you can turn
them in another direction, ILveryone knows by personal

xperi it spirit has the power of shedding
light on truthe But, you may quench this spirit as the
truth is presented to your mind , some set themselves
deliberately to prevent it. They are determined not Hm.
yield to its vowere Any evidence of truth is ed_aside,
They set themselves against it. ebmwAwmﬁm truth
a short truth in resisting truth, the conflich is’ over.

The individual becomes hardened to its power. Then, it is
easy to re sist th® spirit. He would peehaps at first,

be greatly moved by truth, but resisting it over and over
again, it no longer bothers him. At first perhaps, it

‘made him angry, but now it make (no longer an Hsvwmmmwme
on him., Have your resisted some truth until it has céased

to effect your mind? This trype is resisting will cause
one to even suprort error. They will reject the doctrines
of Christianity and will reject almost the entire Bible
feeling that they have gotten the true light.

It is wopderful that the spirit interprets to us the
great truthg. And, perhaps this is one place where Christian
work ften fail because they use their own eloguence
or wisdom instead of using what the spirit would teach and
let the spirit demonstrate in great power, Christians
fail in their work because some other message is taught _
other than that which the spirit reveals. They may ‘teach
science or philosophy, or history. Christian workers also
Tail because they seek to study the Bible by the natural
understanding without the spirit's help, And, thus instead
Bf giving out wisdome according to the power of the spirit,
they give it out according to their own interpretalion,
Thus, they grieve the spirit and quench the spirit by re-
sisting truth, o

) ]
V\@ _uncharitable judements Prove j P 7
the motives of

withoul understanding ohers,
Wwe judge them in a wrong spirit. 4nd I believe the spirit
is quenched by a bad temper, that is stirred up in an
individual and causes him to render such judgments. <Lhese
will be made wihth prejeduice , the mind is made up _on. g
subject before it throughly canvassed The mind is shut

against truth and it is impossible for the spirit to acte
Let every man keep an open mind concerning convietion
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