The Read Family and the Civil War

John Read was opposed to the secession of the States from the
Union. Consequently Northern soldiers favored him by not burning
his home, but they did burn his gin house in which he had stored
They took all of his slaves,

i ‘Tact,

the cotton from three years crops.
his horses, mules, cattle, sheep, hogs and chickens,
except the clothing and

everything that they could take away,
furniture. Many of the family's hogs had been hidden in the woods.
except what Dicey Read had hidden

They were the only means of food,
in the house. Cavalry horses were turned into the gardens, orchards,

and into the growing crops.
ﬁs the family was now "prisoners of the Army of the Nortli,”. they
dég to draw rations from the army commissary just as the soldiers
id. Each Saturday, old John Read, who was too old for service in
hat was allotted him

Ehe war, went into the enemy's camp and drew w
or the next week. The family had never eaten such food, and
hard tack, a

hgrdship was great. The food consisted of fat meat,
llttlg flour and coffee. The meat had worms and the hard tack
contained weevils. Dicey soaked the hard tack in water and fried
1t 1n the grease that came from the meat.
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An obituary for John Read in the New Orleans Christian Agzggasa;
August 9, 1877: In part: "Bro. John Read is dead. Bref s Ba
born December 6, 1794 in Halifax Co., N. C. In ear.ly ol diss
emigrated with his father, and settled in East TN. He was a AL
with Gen. Jackson from 1812 to 1814, but when his country no hgre
demanded his services in war, he returned to his home in TN w S
he was soon after happily married to Miss Dicy Duke. On a few mog. %
passed away before they professed religion and joined the Metho 13
Episcopal Church. This was perhaps as early as 1816. Brother Read,
afterward to MS., and

after his marriage, first moved to N. AL;
settled in Madison Co.; thence to Hinds Co., and settled near the

present site of Edwards' Depot, where he lived for a number of
years. Some 10 years ago his wife passed to her eternal reward.
Bro. Read then removed to Carroll Co., and spent the remainder of
his long Life at the pleasant home of his only living son, where
Read was confined

on 28 april 1877, he bade adieu to earth. Bro.
to his room, and most of the time to his bed, for more than a year.
We often visited this man of God in his last months, and never
without profit to ourselves." This was written by Thomas C. Parish
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