sl Y rf r '

o 0 4
i | (—.‘,LL.,( Al AR )

J ’ : ROME AT LAST

Acts 28

INTRODUCTION:

We have now just com legggmgggmggggpsZstorm)which came to rest with a real
el : A
Wﬂin V. 44 - Chﬂoﬂggj#g7 They all escaped the ship and were safe
[ ;

4
on land. MNow the ﬁggg_;gmﬂiﬁf, as we look at it, that all of these people owed

their liyes to the Apostle Paul. In the closing moments of that shipwreck, the

(soldiers\wanted to kill the prisoner. Buforbade the killing and so did

the Centurion. Instead, all of those that were able to swim were instructed to
cast themselves into the sea and swim. The rest of the crew made use ofrgaanks
and pieces of the ship. And so all escaped safe to land. The ship was lost.

g

The cargo of wheat was lost. But the prisoners, the sgilors, the Roman soldlers, fdfb/
P — b
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the Apostle Paul (the missionary), and the other passengers were all on shore.
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This brings us to Chapter'ZS}in which we will use two divisions that will

cover this long chapter.

“""'Mrirst, the providences of the 15]:93"1" MM

/éecond, the proclamations of Porre. O 13=31,

.) V_.@ And when they were escaped, they knew that the

7" - Gafe landing

igsland was called

were wet, Tt was cqld. And evidently it was an early m
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@ When they went a shore on this island, their clothes
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A safe landing as we consider the scene of 276 people, were saved because of
a promise. And lMelita was the spot, and these men wondered, I imagine — w in

of_z_ege}.\;iny they were poing to receive when they were cast a shore.

Tow this is the @chapter of the book of Acts, we are facing now the last

stage of I’W of progress from the caBitol of the( Jewig\\b world to that of

the {1

Fe had been in many out posts, Antioch, Ph%,ll'—ijpi’ Ep@ls and others. Now he

was going toward the center of the empire, Rome, Ttaly.

Acts during this period and while he was configed in Rome, the
two vears with Peavgl. oted these events. e consider it an unf:'LniShegl

hock. Pecause Luke would not go farther. But the(work) is still unfinish% because

th@};} is in your hands and my hands.
._ - ———

This shipwreck todcplace about 60 miles South of Cieily. DPut the first

providence - a safe landing.

-@M @ TTho were these island people. Luke speaks
Bvecks bonoed sl g5

" hmawm 7 E i
of them as Qia‘rbariansr w"‘*"“ PR nofri?’a. on 3 Culboris -

divided people into two groups. @aws and Gentiles.)

catholics divide people into two groups. Catholic and heathen.
‘_-’--ﬁ?

CGreeI-:s ldivide people into two groups. @reek and Barbarian_;
g p——

T
(Christia"ng divide people into two groups. éaved and unsaved.)




The Greeks called these non-Greeks Darbarians. INow this not_in contempt.

But it was to indicate the sound of an unknown e. People ofwere
— —

Barbarians in a sense of the word. That they did not speak their language. The

beautiful Creek language.

{notheg way of designating these people would simply be{nativesJ They were

natives of this island and this is a very‘Bgmely, touchigg scene. Because these

people were very sympathetic with these newcomers.

Vv, ¥
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They showed no 1itt1£{11ndness., They kindled the fire. They received evervone

- they did not descriminate against anyone.

Luke says it was cold,.the rain was falling. And here was a sympathetic’ group
—————————
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of people, of natives, who first of all built the fire. To warm by. To dry out

s

their clothes.

They welcomed Taul. And<:)think they prepared fgod and a_fire. This must have
been say the middle of November. They did not try to take advantage of these new-

comers. Who had been cast upon their island.

Now here is something of socia!‘love) And this dwells in men's hearts around

the world. T think probably that even cannibals get together in tribes. FRecause

of some love.

<Livingsto§ found hearts that were touched by sympathy. You remember in the
y

Bible, the prodigal son, the great element in that story is the part that love

played. The boy sinned, but think about the father's love.
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You lool at the story of the cross and it touches men's hearts even though

they are as cold as clay.

Now when you(contrast}what these sympathetic pegﬂ}e were doing, with what some

of the people who had been on the §h22 — there is quite a difference. Some of them
didn't trust Paul., ¢ me bf them wanted to put the prisoners to death.
hf/-_ ==

It is very ¢ to us today. Sometimes we find kindness among unchurched

people and we find it lack%ng among our_ own geogle. Luke says we found kindness.

Unusual kindness among these sympathetic people.

._}._ @ird} é‘la}i? bi@- V. 3-6. They had safely landed. They found sympathetic

people. And_zaCSJ Paul was a very Bractical man., He made himself very useful. Here

was a bond-fire that was being built, that was to be kept a fire. Paul walked
around and picked up some drift wood, or maybe a bundle of sticks, over in the
edge of the brush. ow here was a man who had been hﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂ from riding a plank
to shore. And he is pathering a bundle of sticks. A viper came out of the_heat. .

and fastened to his hands. That is when Paul picked up this bundle of sticks, he

pigked up a snake. And when he heM;L_lg, due to the cq,ldness the sgg_ke

TR ——

had not moved. BPut when he was placed next to the fire - the viper began to move.

And fastened onto his hand.

— E;C::} The barbarians sgw_thgmaeﬁge and they said in their hearts - this man

is a @ Though he has escaped the sea, ve“%gnce is due him. They were
L Retei bt Fotborae

superstitious. s AldiﬁT' Py , g;;fd
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about justice. And they connected crime with punishment. And this feeling was that
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he must s for his crime. Ve must be punished some way. FHe wasn't punished
by death in the sea. The viper has been sent to punish him. Now Paul will suffer
shipvrecks and storms. And he is going to suffer this snake bite. He is a tremendous

criminal - he deserved great punishment.

@— Paul is a very cool minded man. THe doesp't upset in a hurry. Te merely

—

shook the vipe;:_oqff. ?io,harm. @_l_’ooked at how his hand should be swollen. Or

that Paul should drop dead. But after a great while, they saw no harm, and they

\/C changed their mind., And they said - V_._@Paul is a(‘ great godd They changed their

. '\opinion in_a hurry. Yow all hearts that are not founded on faith are as unstable

as t-va,t,er. These people were looking at that which was on the surface.

Let me say there are vipers that we need to shake off. TFor example,
.Lume- ?

disWY- And an quper. Malice. These are some of the things that

bite people today. And they carry the poison of this in their hearts. And this
e

snake Paul shook off, Paul's hand did ncfﬁ_gg_ell. Paul did not drog dead. And

they felt somehow that only Cod could do this., This was a mi And there was

no sign of him dying.

e,
-T-—- (Fourt@, thefsicl: were healed v. 7-9.

— i._@— In that same quarter, there was a

man of the island. Whose name

—
was leuﬁ-.‘ And he received Paul and gave him lodging for—three Ea;s. He was

very courteous to Paul. Now, :i._@- This chief man of the island had ‘.; that

la_i_c-l_a;'.nk,with a fever., To whom Paul entered in and prayed and layed his hands

upon him. And he was healed.
———
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Thel po@of Christianity.is here demonstrated - in the viperland in the sick

man. TFaul's reputation spread. And there were similar cases of healing, that

took place.

liow this man of the island, must have had a villa of some size. That would
acc(‘:lnggda.te——‘i-f-he took Zmof these people and gave them hospitality for the three

days.

*\_@— Other e came which had diseases in the island and they were healed.

W/ Blemel y 4 Zpnpecl hy e Hwrpi.

Mow there are r three ways that we might look at tl_-li?. Now was

certainly an instru d. Ye healed the first man'g father. But thesé other)
———— =
healings, it indicates to us that he may have brought in the sick. Now @_uf_es
'
two different terms here. healed the father of Publius. But the people of the

island who weg
T
but there was also

know. And so they were healed in this way.

s redemption and healing in the mission.of-the.Cospel. There was g@

on a dark night who rode over a s% He caught a bu eld on. Uis

- T 4
muscles weakened. Tn despair, he.det go. Now the drog__t_ﬁ_&g_mla_é' . There are
le with nervous tension when all the time, they only need

@‘5 who work and strugel
to let go, to fi&ﬂ but that the

? .écuritx is Md v. gu} We read that the Wl
(10

and Luke with many honors. They gave them prov:.siq\)s for, and security - as they

; are heneath them.

(adened)them _down with many{ p

And Paul was now going to enter anothe Winter was_over, and the sailing was safe.
e _/_g_q - R

They had won the hearts of these people.




-

So security is provided. It is another providence of the island.
Loty ) 7 SR
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..f. , éiling mercies) V‘.@ As the ship departed, that had wintered
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in the island, whose sign was Qgg;&r and Po So there was a ship, and once

e

v f
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again in the Spring Paul was leaving the island. Going out of the hir_gor again.

Two of the

rite. fods o£ the seafaring folk were the heavenly twins - Cait.e‘f

was ome. And the ship had carved images of them as the ship's figurehead. Now

the voyage was very prosperous as they sailed out of port. And went on the first

day of their voyage from Melita to Puteoli.

ﬂ%di %ww[7n¢bé’

This was about 95 miles that they had to travel.

v - They landed at Syracuse, where they tarried for three days. And then
e ¢

they sail.ed on. Cicons 4_4,4’,/ T owes W%Mw 7 gl Hhud Ll

Now we leave the providences of the island.
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. THE PROCLAMATIONS AT ROME - Te. ~G-k

1T :
_‘r, the éeception in advance)-—i@ Pﬁtéali. When they had finally had
e AN MR T 171 e TR,

@uvth wind and came to this port which was in the bay of Napoles - about 140 miles

; v . i
to the great commercial center of Rome. Qﬂﬁjf’é""‘ é‘]ﬂ"""g‘) -Zﬁ‘?ﬁ’{m’ _
Vo5t yiws Einom T Bog — e Bpleas Vikeono —(9 ypdet AP 7 Kk Gy gkt Lo g
?Jw-op Wﬂp gk pmirtrmns Mb&”oéf—-' FD‘Y)‘?ﬂ-’-il: Mm@ﬂ-w’-“a\b ?’M‘V'M,W/WA
y ot Alihe Iocamotie ) 20vP Y i Vie T Eoy, L )7 BT S

+h wr
/309 Wﬂathers elt that of this journey was as much as 210 milesz for sailing.

And the lagd _trayeled. DBut they ha Or SQ-h0 20 from this port town,
gt . N —————1
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(i( énd this would be made. We would say tgday, it was something like th\-eﬂ@

T

B

i e, ] ‘ : N
from(South Norfol@ Baptist Church t%rf.{fﬁia - maybe a little farther.
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That would be a pretty good 60:111{.? But Paul, a prisoner - the other prisoners

and the soldiers travel and journey this way.

Rppll Forum — The ardod Floce W2 il B POt ¢

(3 Shirper) :
V. Three taverns - some of the 4@ had heard abouf Paul coming. And
they came oguteto peet thew. They were met by a group of Christians at three

taverns. This was about 10 miles up the road — or it could have been close to

30, Tor many years Paul hungered for these brethren. It was a beautiful sight.

These. brethren coming to meet the Apostle. And at this point, Paul saw
i/ \ ‘i, [, e ﬁ o
Li.é—'—’—them - and he thanked Cod and took_courage. ! MW Wf / w2

v oy — Bfpens el —
Is that not the way it is with life sometimes when an o_l_c}_fw_pomes

in - when you have been in the miwm and when he comes, éou can't
m——

he];p“&?ﬂgg Egank --.GS,Q and take ggg;agg) So here was a reception in advance. Fven

before Paul arrived in Rome - they came to welcome him. ) L Vo $la_
M .5,1.,47 LI e Mﬁwwm Mfu/ LecAerse C._q;'/& o S ;
7] ) = 2 ; ; — =l
272X ot g Litrnne on. Yoo Pin Lo Al g;«,ﬂﬁ: "uﬂ?"f ""‘e'ﬂ’ v 29—

‘é& : %M L
3&& "’7 e dAV- _.:-ih:’ 9;" 7 ?’ve ;7{- g'___sm_,

{ .
They were ¢traveling the old Appian Vay, The group probably entered Rome
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Ve — They arrive at Pome at last. Luke mentions this fact twice in V. 14

and also in V. 16. had desired and determined to see PRome - Acts 19:21.' And

f”_'__-'—\“
in Tome - f\?%\ e was there.

Fe was there as an uncondemmed Roman who had appealed t

that he might

save his life from a blood thirsty crowd, ir Jerusale

There is simply a marvelous idea here that the ‘ is never alone. lle

has the eonsciousness of an unseen clggﬁ_,gf_.ﬂitggg es around him. He is also
conscious that he belongs to a world-wide fellowship. Wherever he goes, Cod ds ...

there. And the risen Lord Jesus is with hinm.
—




i These were thg
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is(allrowea-to live in his own hﬂlE? with a Roman guard and I imagine that he won

many of these soldiers to Christ.

A

y— and he was around 25 yearg of age - but already

his hands wexe.xed with blood. And his wife had already been murdered. Paul did

not go - not to Pome. He did .see Pome as ong Sef«lt todav.

There was a temple to Haig - to remind all of those arriving in the city of

the part that the strength of the empire was based upon the war-like character.

It was th{ centeryof paganism - vice. Within a circuit of 12 miles, two million
i . g w
h"d ;
Eeogle. One million of these were slaves.
an #‘ B i e

The wealth of Tome was masked in tﬁé“possessions of a very few. A

at that time would hear two cries. One was bxfad and the other, t%us.
AT 4,
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One wanted to get bread to sa;%’sﬂﬁy the hunger of the_»_body. The other crowd

S

wanted circuses - they wanted combat for excitement.
) oo —

e

Thousands of Re%}e sleptin the public places. Slaves were ground under the

cruel heel of opposition and oppression.

(Nerog is said to have been one of the Q'leanest men\ever to live. That he burned
p g

~

Rgn; and blamed Christians for doing it. e killed them.
' e
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He layed off )uith izcw];;érs And chaiped.a-Cheistian to each

pillar. And put oil and tar over these Christians and setthem afire. And rode

Sve—— e—

up and down the street in the light of these burning martyrs.

Yow Qaul}was bevond 60 vears of age. Perhaps he was gged more because of the
~—————

hardghips. As his peoE}e together, he told them while he was a prisoner.
Moo in t/é-vf‘-ﬂj Etny & Hne - Mr FPernaimed gzﬂowwu,.
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Second, we@he proclamations. There areéour Et_"lings}, that Paul used in

making his proclamations at Tome.
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He gathered the people together and he told them why he was a prisoner. Te

called the chief Jews and the men and the brethren. And had a conference about

why he was there and what had happened to him as a prisoner.

V He proclaims and reviews hi{'tl:rieﬂ} And the verdict.

S

V. EIQ } He said I was constrained toé’:peal)unto Caesar.
- .

-

\r. He said, for this purpose I have chr, that really for
the hope of Israel, what Israel hoped for in _the Messiah - Lgm_pgmd with this

T have this chain on my hands. An impressing convert in claiming Jesus

L a0 B Ly o b T

chain.

the Messiah, this must have been. 'Vg,f‘/‘,‘

e

— ;@ These gﬁple .admitted that they had not received any COIﬂE]lalntS against
e
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Paul from anywhere. So his proclamation first of all was through a conference.

’ eachin%.’ V. 22-29,

@ These people said we desire to hear.about this grgup in Jerusalem

and also what yvou know and what has been spoken against you. At this point, Paul

has the opportunity to proclaim hy teaching.

@— He ‘set aside a daQ Now in V. 30 - he tells us he lives in a hired
house. He inyites these pe 3*9 to come to his lodging where he can expound and

teach the kingdom of gd and persuading them concerning Jesus Christ. He started

back with th of Moses and he started through the Bible with the prophets.
"II.I,"“__~__ v i s

And this must have been a wonderful opportunity hecause he taught from{morning

until evening.’ This was a long period of time - that Paul spent going over Cod's_

kingdom and his divine reign over the Jewish nation. And then the 0ld Testament.

T E

T imagine that he peinted out Daniel 7:13-14.

Isa. 9:7.
e e

He taught them about the hope of Israel.

And then he taught then about the salvation of God in V. 28. That salvation
RS s SRR . i

was of Cod.

And then he took the prophet! Tsaiah) in V.[25-27,) and quoted from the old
X ]

prophet.

Paul started with the economy of God, with the 1@ n?l:z.gp,,.,EX- 19:6.
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le talked about the true worship, of God. That they were to obey God's covenant

and they were going to be a particular, peculiar people for him.
And he told about when the lMessiah came.
it
Yow Lule tells us that some people believe and begin to be persuaded. And

there were others who continued to disbelieve. As Taul taught them this wonderful

message.

_V_._@ Ile quotes Is@- To our ears the words may sound harsh
t— P e

and juggsgggtal. Tut Paul is giving here to his kinsmen the real challenge of

God as he quotes this from the Ezgphgt. And the Jews should hear this with

understanding. Their hearts were heavy their ears were dull, their eyes were
- ’ ==

closed. As Paul makes his appeal to them in V. 28-29.

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan reminds us that th€ word;>from Isajah are quoted by

Matt. 13:14, John 12:40. And they are quoted here by Yaul They are
B mamma = \ {

pronouncements of doom. They rejected the light of the Gospel. 1In this sense,

they had closed their own eyes and refused to see. Hardened their own hearts.

We need to let this bhe a(warninE};o EEE Qun hearts. While you can still see ..

and hear.and respond, I would invite you to do so. If there is a conviction in

your heart of sin.

Jwriting } Ei:;;:> Paul dwealt two whole years in his own hired house.
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ow how did he SPW and this time in his hired house. Well, we
pick up some ideas about this in other places. There was a constant ministry going
i et i VN

on that was not limited to where he was imErisoneg or the house, There was a

constant coming and going of fellow workers. With news and messages of the churches.

There were several(i;tters}which Paul sent out at this time.

First, Eph. 6:21, 3:1-6.

Paul wrote this letter which we know alephesians\— as a circular letter some

e '
believe to all the churches in Asia. If so, it may be that this is the same one
e —————)

that Paul mentions in Col. 4:16, Or in Eph. 6:21. This must have happened about

4

the middle of Paul's two year stay in Rome.

— S
R Phil. R:19, 30, 1, 12, 14. Te wrote this letter and he thanked them for the

=

gifts they had sent to him.

Ipaphroditus - a member of the church at Phillippi had brought a gift to Paul
and then had been taken deathly sick at Rome. Phil. 2:25-27. News of his illness

had gotten back to Phillippi. Chapter 2:26.

Timothy was with Paul when he wrote the letter - Phil. 1:1. And so were other

unnamed brethren. Col. 4:10-14. The church at _ which had never seen Paul's

face - Chapter 2:1, had problems. Some(gﬁiégiég the goctriné“?f the person Jesus

Christ. Paul wrote this letgggdand sent it. Col. 4:7. He mentioned some names

in Col. 4:10-14.



