HOW TO TAKE THE PROMISE LAND

Joshua 1:1-3

INTRODUCTION:

ng_ggzégs has brought us from the cgucified life of the Passover in %gypt,
the SPIEEEEiéééﬁg life in crossing Jg;dan, to the testings in the w11defness, and
the miracles. And last week, we discussed those that ge met in the wilderness.

Today we have a very challenging thought. We want to finally make it out of the

wilderness. And the time has come for approachingfCanaan Jfrom the Fast, the desert
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is left behind. The great land of Moab - there is a long ridge. There is a drop
of about 2600 feet down to the Jordan valley. There it is. Before you lies the
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promise land.

It stretches out like a green ribbon. Between the ridge and the Mediterranean

Sea. The qigﬂ_ig_%ﬁgath_taking. The land is wealth. Agriculture. And there
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certainly is no doubt that you have arrived.

We have been talking about the spiritual geography - the spiritual condition,
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as we have made progress in the light of the things along the way. And the book of

Joshua sets forth a clear, beautiful view of the conditions of the children of
v —
Israel in Canaan. I think by the text that he presents,(géﬁ)can tell whether or not
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yQu have reached your spiritual promise land. The promise land represents the
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mature, balanced life which enjoys the fullness of Cod's blessings. You can know
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how to take the promise land.

met the needs of the children of Israel, in the wilderness. He@

gu%$§nce, food, clothes, some miracles, and God does far more than merely meet their

needs. As precious as that is, Canaan is characterized by bounty. Listen to

V//(Deut. §:Z—9; 13)- "For the Lord thy God bringeth thee into a land. A land of brooks
/

of water, of fountains, and depths that spring out of valleys and hills. And a land
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of wheat and barley and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil trees
and honey. A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shall not
lack anything in it; a land where thy “herds and thy flocks multiply, and thy silver

and thy gold multiply, and all that thou hast is multiplied.”

God gave them a land of multipliéézblessings. To enter the promise land is to
enter into the fullness of your earthly spiritual inheritance. And God delivered

them from the past, the daily events. And you will have a lasting sgtisfaction.

Inhe spiritual life is a series of defeats. With an occasional victory.

, your life is first up for awhile and then it is down. But when

you come to the f;;;ise lahd:;f your life, you have a series of victories that are

interrupted only by an occasional defeat. You have constant joy and peace. fﬁﬁ%

o
will finally put it all together for;ygp."
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Now I an

§g39 implying today that your life will be void of conflict. Your life
is going to be tested even in the promise land. There will be those trying things.
If for no other reason or purpose, them that are necessary to keep you humble.

Deut. 8:2.

More over, the victory you enjoy is surmounting the conflict that you have.
4

You finally learn af{@au} _baid, now thanks be to God which always causeth us to
DAY

triumph in Christ. 2 Cor. 2:14.

So through the series of self crucifixion, the filling of the s it, you have
7

now reached a place of constant spititual living and development. But all of this

awaits your arrival in the promise land.

Well, there are probably some stages. The @ of growing up, to 2
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state of spiritual maturity. That is what Paul is speaking of when he encourages
dritual maturlty.

you to develop into a perfect 1 Unto the measure of the statue of the fullness
°R-‘==“’£x%? —

of Christ that we henceforth be no more children but may grow up. FEph, 4:14-15.

Now the Greek word translated perfect means perfect in the sense of mature. As
= .

Barclay and other people describe it - it is a person who is full grown, in his

personal development. That is to mature to manhood or statue.

Now you will never know the fullness of Christ and the joy until you become
3 \ v -

full grown. Now some never make it. The Bible charges us not to remain as

P

children or as bghigg* I Cor. 3:1.

to enjoy the blessings of God so much that you are simply going to praise God. There

are no silent folks in Canaan.

by

Life there‘is you have to tell about it.
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NEY In fact, there is a(common pitfa@j}in the promise land when people begin to

praise God in a mechanical way that is meaningless. This does not glorify Godﬁm“rx" y

e rra, Sagecy a1 Boger
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But when you find a reason to praise him constantly out of a heart felt gratification,

SBe
then yvou may know that you are in the promise land.

- : sz
& Second/ let me caution you -~ this does fer to!sinless profession.l| When

you come to the promise land, this crisis of experience or sanctification when the

old natuxe rased. Joshua and the children of Israel never did succeed

Yerom the promise land. They could not drive them out,.
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But the Jebusites dwelt with the children of Judah at Jerusalem unto their day.
" Joshua 15:63. )
; p

Neither will yow

old ga;g;e be erased in your life. Fven though you are in

the promise land, youha\r\%ture will try to sometime reassert itself. And to

influence you. So yvou are going té~egnstantly be prunj that. And so you will
be urged to have constant w The sites dwealt within your borders -
whether you like it or not. And he can be subdued hut he canhot be exterminated.
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In view of that great danger, we have to be careful,
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J Mow third, those who have!a great deal of faithlare going to be able to occupy

the promise land. Those that exhibit much faith in God. The kgy to spiritual

maturity and full inheritance i enlargement of your faith. Faith is the condition
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Moé(es failed to lead his generation into the promise land because of their

- re
ow in the last sermon, we looked at seven different characteristics

about these people - what they lacked out in the wilderness. Let me@ome

S ——
of these places and .can test your own life by .
T30 SO qppuit
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\\T.—. First,étest your virtue.; In the wilderness, Israel's goodpess was up and down.
f ?

V«me\pgl:t}rg:y‘__qugeredkga aap they had developed virtye. That is, goodness became the

“

.d they answered Joshua saying,

2

naturgl and consf'g%t\t exprﬁsion of their life.

all that thou commandest us, we will do. And whether so.ever thou sendth us, thou
) - N h PR}

Y

wilt go.

?i/Here is a question - "Are you doing every single thing th_a_t you know you should

do as a Christian?" Search your heart about this matter. For a mature Christian has
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enough faith to trust God and obey in everything.

That is why Abrahg; trusted GCod. And when God told him to leave h%ge - to go

away to another land which he promised to give him ~Ab¥raham obeyed. Hebrews 11:8.

Second, Jtest your knowledée.! The Israelites tempted God in the wilderness.

4
Ex., 17:7 - "Is the Lord among us_or not?"  They were looking for signs, But the

sty

‘@ generation had such faith, they

not onlz knew God was with them - they kggy

God had given them the promise land. FEven before they possessed it. Truly the Lord

hath delivered into our hands all the land.

i€>//Your question - are you right now believing God for miracles that you know

will happen even before they do.

Joshua 2:24,

- Great faith knows God w w111 come through, Mark 11:23-24,

e

Now this is a Hallmark of faith - what is faith.

Hebrews lldl - It is ‘a confident

assurance that something we want is going to happen.

% wThird, ‘test your temp&j:}z&characterlstlc of Israel in the wilderness

was they kept ap.ddol.qr.two

. Ex, 32:8,

But when they entered the @romise land

they were tempted. They were willing to set tbgmselzgiqgéggt fggg idols. And any

thing else in order to be used of/pod. Joshua said sanctify yourselves for tomorrow

VL
~ the Lord will do wonders among you. Joshua 3:5.

i7b//§our question - Is there anzthigg in your unwillingness to give up for your
b sy T I T >

Ford. A real disciple will throw down everything to follow Jesus. Some(me@ drop
\_._____'—-'—7 b
their netg,~ Some men.left thei i . i i
355,/ eir E;g:géégces Other men left their ag{igglgural

callings. And great faith segEggﬁi;stwthe kingdom of God and his righteousness

and all of these things shall be added unto you. Matt, 6:33,
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ZZ*'Fourth, ltest your Eatiencel The children of Igrael were always complaining

and murmuring in the wildeme{ss. Ex. 15:22. They 11Wnces
~ they were discouraged easily. But the generation that took the ¢fTc

faith enough to stgy under the load and 1ift until the viectory
Now that is called patience. ¥nd pa:'ience was the key_at ) And the Lord
said unto Joshua, see 1 have given thee, into thine hands Jericho. And ye shall

compass the city all ye men of war go around about the city once. Thus shalt thou

do six days, and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times and the

priest shall blow the trumpet. Joshua 6:2-4,

Little did they understand it but they had enough faith to pagjently.obey,
Joghua_arose early each day, and led his army around Jericho and back. Forgis
dayg.the same thipng, just as God instructed. On the seygnib.day, he circled the
city seven times and they blew the trumpet. The great walls of the city crumbled
and fell - the victory was theirs. They joined the rankg\of those like Abraham,

through faith and patience inherited the promises. Heb. 6:12,

:V Your question - Will you refuse to guit and stgy upder the load, serying Cod

without complgint no matter tggat.,?

; - Fifth,l@est your godlinessz In the wilderness the children of I often fell
" —— £ = — )

@ they refused

to® countenance even %an who coveted worldly things. And who took them. The
@ aw the sp&i’l_s f 200 shekels of silver, and a wﬂa, of gold of 50 shekels. Then

seoamuaegr

1u§ting after things of the world. Numbers 11:4, However, i

T coveted them. I took them. Joshua 7:21.

p—
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Your question is - do_you often covet the things of thig world. Be deeply ju M .v
/ “r% oy,

hwt. The man who makes the prw must break every hope the world has

upon his life. FHe will believe there is more to life than material things to
be enjoyed. He will have the faith to live for things of eternal value. And he

will have the victory that over comes the world. lI John 5:4, D ard 7%'5}“/
T Tossed bis Shoes Jocks ol il He Fisn, [eqntiom Thalau Nortwauh & 2is1eg W
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:zfz:: Sixth, frest your brotherly kindness.] In the wilderness the children of Israel .

were enﬁgg@, judgementgl. Numbers 12:1, But in the promise land, they had

—

developed brotherly love and kJiEdness, and there was understanding.
W .

Let me give you an ex’%e ~{

dzl_\_rz';d_@g_gp__.among the tribes - approached Joshua who parceled out the land. Why have

g children when all the promise land was

you given us only one portion of land ~ when the Lord has given us such large

populations. (< oshua 17:14. )Now take note, they didn't coggé%in about what others

were getting. D-‘ to respond as they had hoped, in the 15th verse,
SN '

they simply asked - well, the land is not large enogugh for us. V. 16. They failed

to get all that they wanted, but they never did display envy about what others were

receiving. Brotherly love prevailed through that.

V?Your question - Do you love y

2y enough not_to be envious of him in any

way. . Now, do not speak too quickly and say it is never so - because you will make

yourself a liar. I think one of the greatest tests for brotherly love is to check

yourself for envy., Do you ever receive secret satisfaction at another man's misfortune.

Do you ever find vourself disliking a person because you have a wrong desire of something
- —— = 7

e

towards his. The Israelites envied Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. Psalm 106:16.
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But great men of faith have such belief in their own significance before
God that they rise above all envy. It is always the Jews which believed not - who

are moved with envy. Acts 17:5, against Jesus.

The children of Israel were afraid to

entex the promise..land, But the w seemed to have no Broblem, at all.

Marching in battle after battle without the slightest hesitation, you see - they took

/1
seriously the first instruction for taking the land. Fear ye, therefore, oh Israel
- . o

and observe to do it that it might be well with thee and that you might increase

mightily in the land that flowgth with milk and honey. Thou shalt love the Lord thy
s

God with g1l . thy heart. Deut. 6:3,5. This generation loved God with all their heart

and they had perfect love, and that cast out fear.

Have vou determined whether you really love Goq with all of your heart. Do you
love God enough to be contented. And are you not truly content, until you can thank
God for everything. That you have a quiet disposition in your heart. Do you thank

God even for the ebb and the flow of life. Now great faith, loves God that much.

It is content. Great faith believes in a personal universe in which God is love.

anaan -~ it is absolutely astonishing.

The description of Israel as they go into that land - it is divided up. But in all
- h kit il 1A

the requirements of the division of the inheritance - the children of Israel were

never expressing discontent because they had reached a spiritual q?turity. And

Peter designates this as a nggiggg_ggality_nf_ﬁaith. He says, like precious faith.

Peter 1:1-~7. As we have been analyzing how to get in the promise land, and to test

our entrance in.

Let us deal with this questio
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won't believe the description. You won 't believe how they were to take it. Look at

a— i

it - sWns occupied the land. The Hittites, CGirgashites, Amorites,

Canaanjtes, Perizzites, Hivites, and the Jebusites - eWghtier than Israel.
7 e ’ o -

Deut. 7:1. They had bov?rs, sw?rds, sph?res, chariots of iron. Deut. 1:28,
[ IA

]
Now our text is taken from

4
That '-Servant is  dead, arise, and go over this Jordan - into the land
— “7 st

/4
which T do give to the children of Israel, Every place that the sole of your foot

shall tread upon, that have I given vou. ”
UGS e

They were

onlx by the land thev covered,
=

[

walk in the

spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. (Yow)are limited only by your
I d

walk,

In the(wilderness} yvou were characterized by vyour wangerings ; But in the
qPromise 1a19you alrEM You are making progress. And walking is not

wandering.

'Fhe{ 't;}hole laﬁa,')was given to the children of Israel and they could possess

it - every portion of it that they were willing to place the sole of their feet

upon it. Vherever they walked it had been given to them.

The enemy infested land ~ all they had to have was faith to walk thrcggh it.

Through trouble and though t‘r_'gl_lLlJ;d on every side, they were not to turn from the

right hand nor to the left. That thou mayst prosper whether soever thou goest.

The (spiritual @ is a walk of fa’ij:h., 2 Cor. 5:7, You must simply exercise

~
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faith by placing one foot before the other and continuing to trust God for every-
S —

thing., (You) have all of God, you have fa And the more faith

you have, it enléﬁges, and you simply walk - you take a step. You depend upon him.

One step at a time.

This one(é;;;;EEE>truth — the Christian 1ife<can bhe lived:> In that one

measured sentence, I have stated the most startling discovery of my own salvation.
S ———————

Do T believe it. The Christian life can be lived.

Now this makes thé e/news today. Ours is an a e of spiritual P

outs. The Baptists drop out, the Roman Catholics rust out, the Fundamentalists
. PLLSLS drop o - .__________£79 noamenta. 1St

fall out, the Pentecostals blow/gut, the youth tri t, our workers wear out,
s

our crusade converts cut out, and our old soldiers ¢f the cross - they jusg’ﬁgge
— )

away

Now it is not a matter of re-grouping our forces. The(éi;;;;;;;hzgiéfcannot

be lived bv_justwgygrvboq;i

L

R

< Nor can just anybody\live the Christian life. But only ope great somebody

- Jesus Christ, our Lord. That's the secret of a spiritual life. A Christian life
——

can be lived only in Christ,
Rty p

You must have the right ones living it. The Christian life can be lived

exclusive by him., He designed it and he assigned it to you.

People are forever trying

‘-’_/

at is why the Christian life is sg difficult.
VV ;§> When they do not put their

ir owp &1

ord Jesus. Now this is the sum substanfe of the spiritual

to live the Christian life in{the

dependance upon the
T .

way and the spiritual walk of life. It is an exchange of life - you exchange your
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life for Christ's.

I am crucified with Christ--never the less I _Jlive+ Yet not I

but Christ liveth in me.

That is indwelt and infilled. Your life can pulsate with the living wonder
/

of the son of God. demand upon your life is.a demand upon the Christ within

you. Now I

1o the gospel for a number of years now - and I have

<§3Yer found myself adéquate) for anything. My life is an endless exercise of faith
— e ziﬂr_1;,_gl_1 él,_———-~"‘ :

that is appropriated in Christ. That his love, he cares, he understands. And He

I live in the flesh. Now this place is the place of emphasis, for your life, that

will make it poéitive rather than negative. Your life will cease to be db and down.

In the Qu

ﬂ?time, the leaves begin to fal% now, this time of year. The winter

winds will begin to blow. Theré will be(§3;§>leaves that will hang on -~ they are
= —

Qg

dead and ugly. Now there are @.

of getting these leaves off the trees. One

way, we can take a stick and beag them off. Now the other way, we can wait until

e

the coming Springfand Summer arrives. And the new life sap comes up into the tree
!__7 2

and the dead leaves fall to the earth.

Now \God )doesn't take a stick to wour life and rush up and knock off all the

dead fruit. You lose those little by little. He takes you on through the Springtime

experience, when the son of God and his life flows through you and these ugly things
drop away - these sinful things. Then you will be in the promise land and you'll be
a part of God's finished work. Fe says, I will not drive them out from before thee

in one year. By little and little, I will drive them out from before thee until

thou be increased and inherit the land. FEx. 23:29-30.



