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THE SEVENTH WORD FROM THE CROSS

Luke 23 42} 46
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hree of our Lord's w from the cross were dOUBt1€SSi3§§§§§Sf J;

The(first wax one was when he prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they know not
y \_—/‘%

what they do." That was the first prayer.

The E?%%E;?gprayer was, '"My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

Now, the(third prayer was, 'Father, into thy hand%7l commend my spirit.”

This is the seventh and the final word of Jems as He commits his all to His Father,
T

Greatﬁgﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁag often is g}zgg}hz_ggpple to the last words which they remember

speEk spoken to them before some loved one has passed away. Such is our experience

this morning as we give our attention to Jesus hanging on the cross. While all the

wQ ~of* dyigg\ erson are full of interest and have special importance to us,

but the last ones seem to be the vital ones.

'as the story goes who was dying called in his daughter

and said, "'Come ce how a Christi an die,” No one can we be learned or

near and

kug taught so well as by studying the death of Christ. The last words especially
teach us more than how to die because there is more involved.

'nggherish these last words that were writtenk by his followers who
: g

regarded them asthe last words that he spoke from the cross.



Jesus knew that these were his final words before death. Furthermore,
.\w

he was conscious of the fact that they would be read and s;ggigdjthrough the ages.

We can be certain that Heé;;gkﬁspoke aq(ééi; word, but He chose his words with
. e — —

deliberate care, which regi ~us that we as his followers ought to be very careful
; qpinds ug

about the W2£Q§,E§_Qh9%§§a because they may be the last words we speak.

We have a record ixf history of many many people who have used these

words of Jesus in the 1aEE_Eggggts of life., Knowing their contents, a man truly

may use these. Al{manlonce called as h v his wife as she stood between the

1
i

shadows of death, and said, ”Shé has taught us how to live. Now she is going to
s —— o et - >
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teach us how to die."

ey

;is to a degree wha esus was doing. He had been teaching

us how to live, HNow he is going to teach us how to die.

Jesus gave up th% ghogé, gave up the spirit.as-simply stated. It means

that he breathes out the spirit. Actually, these words mean that he expired, or was
satss out s ssies (smeld 2

out of breath. He bregathed hi breath.
g
When gOhé was talking about this account, he emphasized the fact that

Jesus dglizg;gi,his.s;ixjﬁ;to God as though it were a deliberate act, as you deliver
¥

something to keep the use of i, to take care of it, tgaggga%f7;t, and He delivered
— ; ke o )

His spirit up to the Father.

It is like the paréble of the %¥km talents. The man traveling in &
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far country, he delivered to his servants his goods. DNow, he meant for them to

care for this. And so Jgsus-delivers His spirit to the Father.

ey in talking about this time said that Jesus sent kk=z

away or bid His spirit to go and depart. He sent His spirit away, and that was the
—

—

final bid of agony. He had entered into this world, had the sins upon him, and now
,—_.,—*_,——-—\7.—

he says, Let it be., He dismisses his spirit. Matthew states it.
G
; —

Now, here is a fulfilment of a predetermined purpose. Jesus.waQZQ;E?
[ s S \ o

a martyr, he was @%Eif;ffigéggl, hisﬂggath on the cross was @or an accident. It was
b - N .
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the end of the road for Jesus. And Jesus dismissed his spirit. TFather into thy hands
M

I commend my spirit. At the beginning, so at the end of the crucifixion, he addresses
God as Father.
he struggle is over, the vigzggz_has_haan;gon, he has committed himself
to the Father, like the preéigg}_ggg{gg@igg_ﬁgmg to his father, his father's care.
Now, the key word here from the cross in theg seventh word is commit. It means to
place beside or pear. We could illustrate it with somebody setting before you a
7 S
(Egble of foodi It means that to place thisddown before one's self. It means to
deposi;, to qu;g%p, tg_gé%;.
This is very similar to the charge given to Timothy by(Paul. I
— .~\~,-~mw_(:: >

charge thee, 1 cogg};_thee, according to prophsgcy that thou by them migbtest war a

Cal

good warfare, 1 Tim. 1:8,



Another way to think about this would be the obligation to use

properly. If the<£;;§lﬂig_b§§2_§§thbefQn%7ps, then it is out obligation to eat

part of it, and to properly use it, QE}else it has been prepared in vain.

Timothy was under compulsion of using the gospel ministry. Thus,

el

the human redemption is placed into thé hands of the Father. And this was assigned
' B 7

to the Son and He had finally aggggglighed_th§§, and his spirit is dismissed from

>

the dead body. He has(E;;a the price for the ransom of many. From now on it is
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in the hands of the Father. God has given His word to save all, The Son has finished
hetwmrk the work that the Father gave Him to do. And therefore, He goes to continue
this ministry.

Now, they were very important wog%§, these last words. What did these

words mean? Could wegaggziéégthem for a moment?

1

First, they were wxmd{ words of prayer/ Jesus on the cross was
ooy

L——

praying. We know some of His words from the cross as he adé%ess%d~a~téi9i, as he

addyessed his mother, as he addressed the soldiers, But the(figgijand the last

words from the cross were in the form of a prayer. I might state thatprayer is
appropriate at all times,and all seasons, even when a man is going to die. At the
close of the day, it's a good thing to pray. In the time of death, the time of

peril, mx£f of fellowship and gquietness, it is Jesus' nature to pray. The #akk

eathbed without God i%FEE—EYEEE‘fiﬁif' I don't know whether you have watched



many people die, especially those who don't know God. It is not, I can say to you,

a very pleasant experience. The thought of facing God brings terror, and it is
. :

natural for a man to want to pray at this time.

You remember even that sigful4g£§££§E>prayed, "Let me die the death of
; e

t he righteous, and let my last end be like his.”

<<E§;;;E:)they were fuotatio s from the scriptur¢/7 Not only were these

words prayer, but they were a quotation of the 3lst Palm and the l15th verse. Because
the gaX psalmist had exE;g5saé—shis_in_a_ﬁmy_gf_praggr. You remember many of these

sayings on k=xgxsx the cross Jesus ngzgg_;he—Bibie, ”M§.9994~mf;9°d’ why hast thou

forsaken me?" were the words taken out of the Old Tes t. That is the natural

thing for Jesus to use the scriptures. So the Bible and its language was used here
v

and it was fitting.

A ééégégéﬁg;igx_exaegge. Some of them h%Xg_g;ggg;atignxiggmugggig;gse,

and some of them are veryfx fitting. Some of them may seem out of place.

e

For(sﬁégg%?g a student went to visit his professor who was dziﬁg, and

they went out for a little while and the pfmes professor had been visiting with some

of the other students earliet, and the professor confessed that they had been reading

to him the words of some philosopher. And the professor said, "I am E}£§§”3£~i§7”

—
Ard then hegﬁeganﬁto repeat, "This is the faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation,




that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners of whom I am the chief.''
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He went on to say that there wasfqgghing else of any use except the scriptures.

Now, of course, the student certainly was overjoyed in the depth and the greatness
P - -

P *

of the man's mind. He knew other books. Some of them were good. But in the

momiﬂgﬁggwdﬁaxh, he turns to that bQEE-EhiEE-iE_SEEEEil;
The quotations from the 31lst Psalm and Psalm 22 help us to know

that Jesus knew the Bible.

et

In the<££££§>place, this isﬁg word about his s%%riti\ Dying persons

are sometimes much taken up with a lot. For {example} their bodies, their pain, their_
- s J s oy, e
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tfgghlﬁsy with their dqg;g;ﬁi and some display of a peculiar anxiety about what is

going to happen to their body after life, They leave careful instructionipaa to what,

will happen. They are ocgggied with worldlv affairs. They have property to dispose
of. They are distracted by the anxieties of the family.

But Jesus shows us that it is not wrong to bestow attention upon
makk earthly things, because Ehe fifth word he said, "I thirst.” Aﬁd in another word
he made provision for his mother:§ future. And yet his last and final word is of
supreme concern about that of his spirit.

What is the Spiﬁ;t? It is the m%53,5395§9 part of our being. Now in

theology we call this thé/SOulf) That man is composed of body and soul, And this was
= _ 2.
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a word about the spirit.

In the(éééiiﬁ)place,\if\ias filing a regort.i The idea here is

of bringing forward by way of proof. It was like a 1et§er of recommendation,

Acts 14:23.
\..,M/ -

From the cross, Jesus was adding a report that he had completed
. el

the task, and it was a report to the head commander in chief. Satan had tried to

7

force him along another route.

Jesus is filing this declaratiop and his clain on the property of-

the
Tk sogig,gﬁiﬁﬁn He has purchased with his blood, and he says, I gave unto them

— /7

eternal life and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of

my hand.

looked up and saw Jesus standing on the right hand of God.
oked up 8w V&

This tells us that Jesus was loyal in filing his report that even this man Stephen

could stand and look and see as he was transported from earth.

(Fifth,) the word isTI;;; making a depogit in the bank.\ When Jesus

commit%éd his spirit, it is like banking terms. Yo6u make a deposit of money. You

i S

commit this to one charge or trust like a treasure in a bank for safe keeping.

Neither life nor death aS(Baul?says. If Paul kpew that he believed

T ——

and he was persuaded that what he had.gommitted, placed on deposit, would be kept

O earmy

against that day. On the Damascus Road he deposited his soul #ix for safe keeping in



the bank of God's grace, Now, that was a matter that happened to him. Suppose

you deposit your money in a bank. It is after safe keeping until the day when you

—t P il
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call for it. However, the banker may utilize your f§nds. He is_obligated however

e

to keep them safe for you in good times and in bad times. It would bdigééiggﬁ)for

you to place your mone ”inf&ha_bigk and then walk up and down outside of the 'strong
— " = —

vaults that are guarded by armed men and wonder whether or not your money.is-secure.

In like manner your soul is on deposit with God, it is in safe keeping, and we need

never care about its safety.

In the §E£E£>place, these wprds Lre in view of d%ath\ Commending His

spirit to God implies that he was giving it away in gqhgggkgjwﬁindigg~§t again. Not
only depositing it for safe keeping, but this was after death was over, he would come
and recover it.

This mxxk sort of helps us to answer the question that bothers many
o

people: £ a m i shall he live éégggg Does he die, does he live forever?

These words of Jesus prove to us this fact.

sshywas being led to executrion, and there was a paper cap on his
i ..;3.4»«-‘”,..”-...«.«,”,, -y

head put there with pig£E£g§_g£_th£~d§yil,on it by the wretched priest that assigned

his soul, but again and again he cried, ”Féggsr, into thy hands I commend my g spirit.”

These were the last words of Piiégarﬁt the last words of J§gﬁﬁe, the last words of

SN (s



Luthex,. and of Melanchthon.
r‘);’ g =TT
Now, Jesus did not yiéld to death in weakness, and the writer does
not say that he died. But k& it says that he gave up the ghost. It was on His
part.

égégé;;g% said He gave up His life because He willed it when He willed

it and as He willed it.

They tell us that the(factors involved in a man's death leads a man
y

to 1ift big head at the last moment if possible to fill his lungs with the life-giving
oxygen. But with Jesus he bowed his head before he died. It was a clear intention
that he gave up hx® his 1life.

Now, there is one other matter I should like to bring ®m to your

attention in closing, and that is£ who;spoke these words? Tlese last words?

First of all,
T

it was a prophet./ Jesus spoke them as a prophet of

security. Father, into thy hands I commend my pyt spirit.

George McDaniey used to tell the %égé;&ggméwmgﬁhﬁn*who argued that

her sailor boys were perfectly safe. And the man said, "But suppose one of your
L.

boys should d#town at sea?" "Well," she veplied, "I trust they are neopetheless safe

- e

for that. It would be a strange thing for am old woman like me to suppose that safety

lay in not being drowned. WhaEﬁiS_Ih%wbg%%eﬁhﬂ£~$hgygggan*N§éf? The bottom of the
- ] £
M

v



10

ocean 1s the hgllow of his hand.”

These were also [the words of a pri Sk, He, as the high priest

gy

on the last Passovér day, offered himself to God. He was the %k bleeding sacrifice

atoning for man's sin. The cross is the altar, and there he was officiating as the
N—-——-

~

high priest. At that very season, =mdizssxmpxissks many priests were going through

endless ceremonies. They werevto visit the temples and amid the singing of the
u-«-v--—'—-—ﬂ—""'m—— s e soprasm——y

psalms and the blasting of the silver trumpets, the priests received the blood of

Yrmmry i st

thousands of lambs. The %akax altar was soaked with blood. Here was the all-sufficient

lamb that has sver been found. He is W%EESEE—gggt’ without blemish, witgggf’yginkle,
o

and He pours out His precious blood on the cross, &nd the veil in the temple was rent.

We need to read sometimes Hebrews 7:22 - 27. By so much was Jesus

made a surety of a better testament, and they truly were many priests because they
were not suffered to continue by reason of death, but this man, because he continuéth
ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood, wherefore, he is able also to m¥® save them to
the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession
for them. For such a high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, and
separated from sinners, and made higher than the heavens, who needeth not daily as
those high priests who offer up sacrifice first for his own sins and then for the

sins of the people, for this he did once when he offered up himself.
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Hebrews 9:24-28 says that Christ is now entered into the Holy

place which is a true figure that he is the priest of all mankind.

—

<ii&artiE:Luth;;>in one of his pgzigff_fflffgfggg;on saw the horrible
o & b/

crimes and transgressions written on the wall in his room. The accusing hand wrote
— e o7 -

down his sinful faults, the evil deeds, the sins of ommission, the sins of commission,
s 2

the secret sins, the open sins. There seemed to be no _end to them. Luther finally

bowigggi§ﬁhead~iaf?£a¥er, and then when he looked up, the writer was still there
-—

facing him, and Luther said, "Thou hast forgotten one thing. %Xka Take your pen once

more and write across the wall{/;;e bgggg;of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from
k< Iy

all siz) And at the mention of the blood of Christ, the evil spirit vanished, and

5
i

the walls were clean.

oet] once who pictured two men crossing a

A e e

There was an kn

battlefie Mfgg;éigggé;;;;’fought that day. And now they stand beside a manly form
outstretched alone. His helmet from his head had fallen. His hands still & grasped
his clean but broken sword. His f§?zwwas white and cold, and thinking he was gone,
they were just passing on, for time was precious. Then a faint sign caught their
attention, and life was still t@ere. And so bending down, they whigpered in his

ear more earnestly, yet with a hush, to this departing soul, "Brother, the blood
' T e

T

The pale lips moved and

of Jesus Christ, God's son, cleanses from every sin.'

S
e
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gently,ﬂzgggh;:_*Then they closed, but life again seemed to be gone. But yet
once more they whispered those wonderful words of hope trying to point the
paqging soul to Christ and heaven. "Bfgiher, the precious blood of Christ can
cleanse from every sin." And the pale lips moved again, for death was about to

do his fatal work, and the dying soldier whispered, "Hush, for the angels call

P A, o) et e,
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the muster-roll, E;YEEE_EE-EEEE,EZ~EEEE-" They spoke once again, because they

knew that he was listening, and so they hushed and they kneeled, they watched

and suddenly with his lastk breath, he wgigpgggg*wﬂHexeu" Now that is what
Christ on the cross as a priest was doing on that day. He was telling God that ¢

he was present.

‘wm.m.”W,_~a.._-§“*“m_ﬂ_~‘”/,/\
TheS;Lyords were spoken by a kingtr He had won the victory. Don't

forget this. He confessed tq,ﬁilate»that he was a king. They condemned him for

being a king. The board that was nailed on the cross declared that he was king. He

wore a crown indeed, but his last word, his seventh word from the cross was a proclamation
that he was a king. And this king rushes from the torments of hell and fearlessly

into God's presence as a strong power, This king commands death to come to his

service and convey his mxix spirit to God. The first Adam was death's servant, and

he could do nothing more than obey death. But the last Adam is now master of death
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and here is a symbol of gwm power, for he is the king.

Now, for the p?EE_EEZEE—TEEEE§ we have consiésred one saying of
Jesus from the cross each month. And it is so f%EEEEE_Egmg;imax this on the
week of his crggifizion, for we come to week of all weeks in the year in which
we in a special way commemorate this event., And so we introduce this week by
confronting you with the claims of Christ upon your life and soul. The redeeming
death of Jesus upon the cross is a fact of history. But it is to be availed for
you, it must become a fact in your personal experience. It should the most momentous
event in your life, and it will bex if as Jesus committed his spirit to the father,
you through faith in him commit your soul and life to God. Thus, that which the

Saviour accomplished ahost 2,000 years ago will become a present and abiding reality

in your life today. May God grant that this may be so.
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