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EXPECT GREAT THINGS FROM GOD
ATTEMPT GREAT THINGS FOR GOD

Jehn 20:19-23

I have decided to use this as a text ~-- these were the words of Dr.
Willid Carey at the appual association meeting in_1791. Held at

Nottingham and Caréywas the preacher. He used as his Scripture, Iga, 54:2-3,
B
“Enlarge the place of thy tent and let them stretch forth the curtains of thine
-—““'.-.'7
habitations. Spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes, For
thou shall break forth on the right hand and on the left, and thy seed shall
inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited., He used
'
his subject - expect great things from God -~ attempt great things for God,
The impression made by the discoarse was so decided that the following

resolution was aprrived at. That against the next meeting of ministers at
TS ity

Kéttering - a plan should be prepared for the purpose of forming a society
7

for progigﬁgting the Gospel among the heathen.

Now there are two or three things that I would like to tie our thoughts around
this morning:

1. William Carey's Commission,

2. The Foundation of Carey's Committment,

3. How Carey Fulfilled The Text. i

I. William Carey's Commission :7 3

In an interesting old book by J. B, Myers which was published many many years i

>
ago - 1887 . which I had picked up somewhere from a second hand book store, I 4
pupe= b - - i

do not really remember, but the contents of that book were so fascinating that

I thought I would bring you a just of some of those things about this missionaries |



life.

He Was(borg)in Pauleﬁépury, August 17, 1797. He was brought up in a coEEEgeg

His father had a positié; as perish clerk and the office of school master. And

his father was a journeyman, and William was taugh ig. father, in company
with the village lads. He was eager in hislpggggit of knowledge ~ he would lie
awgkgﬂéswéfght reviewing things. His mother often heard him doing so,

He had a(little r09§:r his own little room. And what an interesting room it
WO AR RS RISAN

became. He had numerous bi;ds, eggs, the walls were stuck with insects, and

bétanical specimens. These were preserved with utmost care., Many other things
7 ‘oot arracTtaiy

he found along the lanes and in the forests. His sig erL,v
———————n— A

remarked that

she endulged a great deal of pleasure with William. Going over the dirty roads
- getting new plants, finding insects. And he took great delight in showing her

the beauty in the growth of plants.

HlS(i%t&I&Ii)t&%E?S as a young boy were books of science and history, and

e
voyages. ggwéls, he said, disgusted him. He avoided them. He did read Pilgrim's
) ,
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Progress with eagerness.

His{%otanica%)pasﬁg was greatly encouraged by his qgglgmmEg.was a gardener in

the village. And of course. pne day Carey became an emninent horticulturists.

At the of 14 Will}am began as a field laborer to earn his livelihood but
because of a gkin infection from exposure to the sum, he was compelled to abandon

this and he turned to the(f%de making tradé} This became his special occupation,

Therefore, he worked at this trade and the prévince of God linked him with {
ed ;

individuals, scholars, poets, and reformers. And in this hand-craft, Carey had 3
Cpgerener gy B w RS RS U TV ., :
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the opportunity of meeting with dearned people.

He had some books to come into his possession -~ a New Testament Comme%fﬁyy,

This led him to study the Greek language.

He, of course, at his temptations_as with every other young man - underwent

SRS

great change. And he felt himself ruined and helpless. And at last he was

brought to depend upon the Saviour.

His with Dorothy Placket - before he was 20 years of age. ~ pressed

- e —— e

him to wQrk haxder in bis business. This marriage did not really prove suitable

because she had little sympathy with her husbgpd's tastes, So his dgomestic

troubles, and he also had bysiness troubles, and his little_daughter in her 2nd

L e

vear was taken with a fever an. He faced starvation, in his shoe making
bt Pl / b Nerm e

business. And at last, he opened an evening school. He began to teach and this

helped to supplement his salary. There was a small church at Olney and in June

1785 ~ he appeared before the church. And gave a satisfactory_gccounb.be~Lod
IS

et

and his soul, - and was admitted.-as..a member., He was invited by the church to
R L e

preach. He was given a probation period in which he agreed to preach here once

Wy

a month.

So it was not until after more than. 3 uigy of this kind of preaching, that it
was agreed universally to call him as their minister. So Mr. Carey then accepted

the office of pastor. For three months the call was under compsideration. Six
Apepe

months after. his acceptance, the ordination took place. It is very obvious that

e

plow

the people beip&(éoor } this was not sufficient to support his family.
But all the time,cz;zhis mind, there was a(é?eat missionary iderl that if the
AN

English and the Scotch people could somehow.organize societies for carrying the
P - D il . . . ot
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Gospel, how wonderful it would be. he about this, that he

pursuaded the ministers of the North Hampton District to set aside an hour
L el sty | ST

for prayer theCEirst Monday }in every month. When especially the spread of
S CpNERE i St oo

the Gospel to the utmost parts of the globe was to be the object of the

most fervent request. So this method tock holt and the more Carey thought
P

about the religious condition of the world - the more convinced that he was
W7

that the responsibility ngéﬁgd upon Christians to send forth this knowledge.

This idea kindled within him like a fire.
[ N,

In hisSworkshoé}amd also in the school where he taught, he ha&:; large m§§>
7

consisting of several sheets of paper pasted together. Made by himself, and

with a pen he had placedevery nation in the world - and had entered into it -

WhaEESEXSE-EE~EEE~EEEEBX§£§§ in his reading. He included the populatiop. the
kind qpreople, theiz.ﬁgiigiggw A1l of these facts, he used every opportunity.

LOIS——
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A ‘decision had to be made in his life, 1n_g;789> when the church at

st
(:Eeicester,
L i ]

account, the appointed meeting in his own church was for the people to pray
R e A o

ad given him an invitatign to make a trial with them. On which

about the affair. The call was accepted and soon he moved to this new place.
-, D e N _—

4
It was about this time in. that he preached this neble sermon, on expect
_ " - W.‘ - AR w17

!
great things from God and attempt great things for God.

After it was decided to{orgggize socie%;) the ministers retired to prayer,
N 7’

and plane - and submitted eyen an offeri;g. In the inquiry into the obligations

of Christians to use their means for conversion of the heathen - in which the

religious states of the different nations of the world - the success was formerly

undertaken, by Carey. The society was organized and funds were ipcreased - and
‘ sooner thad the society gotten undg;way and a resoclution passed - tha@
=" N—cm—— B L o S

offered himself his own services.

et ——————_
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the question was asked -~ who will venture to_explore the gold .mine

in India 5 Cali%y replied that I will venture to go down - was his ingtant

reply. @g remember, that you must hold the ropes.?
™ A
/""M

Hence, this iséo\.l:zl—e_r_‘s;ﬁ_u@ of Caxey that has been used in migsionary

circles - the matter of holding the rope. He was talking to his friend

Fuller, and Riley, - that these brethren must hold the rope. Now the

where Carey was serving did not want to consent to him going,

n praying, said one of the members, for the spreading of Christ's

———, -

ki . G ir ke the first sacrifice to_accomplish
_ir_xggm And now God requires us to make the st sacrifice ccomp

it.
St

And it was eptered into theiréhurch bo?}f«) so that his love to_these poor

miserable creatures was put on record. And the expense of loosing one whom

they loved as their own soul.

Of course Carey had afgreater difficult}Dbecause Mrs, Carey refused to
, iged Lo

L

accompany him, He entreated her - but she was determined not to waver -~ but
W RO . P

———

he@ if T had all the world, I would give it to have you and the dear

o

children with me. But the sense of duty is so strong, as to over power all

Marsiasriasak 2N

other considerations. T could not turn back without guilt on my soul. Tell

I love you most affectionately.

/_,..«-M-w.
This é‘et;_t_;g';,w vas wiitten to his éife as he departed to thg seaport town and

they were preparing to go and depart. And they were having he and Thomas

g

quite é problem in getting Basse§>n a vessel. So the party consisted of Carf‘g;,..
Mrs. Thomas, and their child, and one of Carey's son by the name Felix. Who
AN e

had agreed to accompany his father. Cn April the vessel was delay;d for

-, .
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weeks off the Isle of Wighit and there was a bitter disappointment. Because the

missionaries were ejected from the ship. Because news had come that they had
/. - e - R

<run§obtained their license from the directors, to travel and to enter India.

7

So Carey and Thomas then through the province of God, searched out whether

there was a ship sailing for Bengal. And they discovered that there was a ship

and he went( <Jto North Hamptop to secure gome more money and also to sgg.llrs..

Cg;ey again - and see whether or not her objection still stood. And there was

great relief for(gbe agreed to g;)on the condition thaté&er sisteg)wculd go with

- 2

-

them. Then she would be willing to give her consent. Now this was a larger

expense — and so in\June, 1793 ) missionaries eventually started. They were off.
L™ st oy _?

And it was 5 months in passage. Until the 9th of November when the missionary
W s

party arrived in fa

Now this is just a little brief history, of(a man)who at the age of 12,

had mastered the Latin langugge and ended his formal education at the age of

C;;é;\ Had taken up a shoe cobbler's job, and was baptized in{1783 )y Dr, John

et

Ryland. And it was entered into the church record iygaptized today....2..Ro0r
. ¢
journeyman shoe cobhler. No man is mentioned -~ but ng doubt it was William

seriamic

Carey. And now this man is on a ship and he is landing in Calcutta.

II. The Foundation Of Carey's Committment

This is found iny/John 20:19-237y The great commission which Christ, our Lord,
has given us. @_engage in it today because we want too @Eﬁﬁﬂiﬁfmﬂi‘

choose too. because we like too @ecause we have been told too, The

church had been under orders - the risen Lord had commanded —-- go preach, make
KRRy 2

disciples.



{Fiv; times in our Pible this occurs. This was the burning possession of

William Carey. John records that Jesus said on the day of the resurrectdion
e 4

itself, for men to go.

J says that he told his disciples later in the mountains at Galilee.

ggkizézébsays that during a period of 40 days he talked to them about this

o
4

commission. CActs 1:6) tells them just prior to his ascension.

ééik lgyvhe told them that he was committed to them, the message to be

carried.

On the evening of the(fi‘rst Easge; } fcrof the Jews - the disciples

meet secretly behind closed doors. Through these closed dqg;s comes the

risen Jesus — stands in their midst, and they are terrified, He tells them to

have noﬁgggg% To be of gogd courage. And he gets them to throw copen the door
and to risk the dangers, and to march out in spiritual conquest of the world.

In four short sentences,

VRS x
(f?irsﬁ, he says peace be untg vou. Verse 19 and 21, Te says it twice,

This was the Jewish greeting. And it meant more than just what meets the eye.
The beautiful proof of his love and his compassionate spirit. Giving the 12

the peace they needed to confirm his words with a sign.

It meant of conscience through his death. Many of the disciples had
: > -

denied him and has deserted him and(EEE)thev needed forgiveness for the way
[ O

they had acted. He had made the peace thvough the cross,

They(éééﬁ)that they needed peace of mind in that room, on that day of the
e

resurrection. They had not expected to see him. But here he shows his wounds and




his hands to them.

The next things he says, @Emy father has sent me7— even so, send I
K

youz This is the simplest form.of the great commission. It is at the same
Ao Py ;

time, the most ‘Ero‘fw form and it is most challenging. And therefore, it may

be the most neglected. The father sent me - I send you.

id the father send the son.

— byinto the world. He did not stay in Heaven, he sept him into

the world. aside his _‘gv]“.%’ry and took on the form of a human,

—— @ to@ in the world, He asgumed the nature of man. He shared

our experiences. Dwealt among us - exposed himself to the tgmpkalipns -

léneln‘.vnAes,"s, opp"__osigg_;,),g, mixing freely with men. ‘In sinful secular society.

——— @y he was mmr the world. God's son did more than just

take upon himself our nature. He took our gins, and he was made sin and made a

RSy TP

curse. And he was the sin bearer. He did not stay apart. He made himself one

of us.

the father sent him -~ so send I you. Now(EerQ is our failure. And
this was the thing thatondered about. We do not ideng;:' fy with this.

,thi_:_gg that we can proclaim the message from a distance. We sometimes appear

like people who shout advice to drowing mey, from the safety of the shore. Ve

do not dive in to rescue them. We are afraid of getting.iiet. And indeed a greater

parellel. But Jesus did not brgadcast Salvation from.ihe sky. He didn't get

on televisdon and tell everybody about it.
o

L e

great humility.

And this was the thing that bg&hered William Carey. That he knew if the man could
. » ’7 .

o




be empowered by the spirits of God, V. 22, to receive the spirit - to carry
this message then the sins of men would be remitted. V. 23. And this does
not mean as a priest who would hear our confessions - but our commission is
to identify as Christ did - proclaiming the Gospel to the world. This is

the message that will change the world.

II1.] How Carey Fulfilled The Text or the Commission;

Now let us come back to this man - as he lands in India. had some

knowledge because he had lived in India before. And on reagching Calcutta, they

had to mq&gcgggg_;gxaﬁxmanzé;>and they bought some articles of merchandise.

And Thomas undertook to resell and to realize some advantage from the sale. (éarey )
: Siteetrrl S2ntast,

[Loreerd

advised Thomas to rsue his medi of i - he w r. Carev sough
i} pu s medical profession as a docto arey ught

to get a job with a company in an botanical garden. The missionary had a little

problem getting food, and supplies. And theas taken with illness upon

abin s

their arrival there in(gélcutta. They sought to go and get some jungle land and

clear it and build a hut. And they could have a garden and make out on the

farm. But about that timgka Mr. Udnv,/ of about 200 miles distant, had trouble

- his brgther his brothir's wife drowned crossing the #iver., And he was an
: =

Indigo manufacturer. And he was at that time errecting two factories, And so

he invited Thomas to take one factory and Carey to take the other as )
And so this was like relief out of prison. @ ~ the factory gave them an

ample living and they had time to preach and to woxk in the surrounding country.

M
T
And of course Carey begin to translate tué/;Z;I§>— beginning with Qgg§§i§, Mark,

this and of course, his one child died and he knew the methods of agriculfure

that were used and he sought to get more missionaries. Andsaid that it was

1 . ,
absoclutely necessary to send them in in groups so they could train their children
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and live in a compound, and manage the household. Carrying on the preaching
AT TRy

and the teaching, and others could lock after food.

15 miles abowe Calcutta was a little @iit—]ﬁnﬁnt@ pore,/ Now
- - : -@?Zﬁlm::::

this was to become his home. He had already meant home -~ holding the ropes
L i

~ and he took up residence here, of course, he began a/érintin& business,) And

one newspaper, madega mista%gl and confounding Baptist with Papist. Which

announced four Papist missionaries. And of course they looked upon these new

comers as spiés. He was fortunate in getting a printing press that was
Y

advewtized in the Calcutta newspaper - and he was determined to use this press

in his professional work. Of course he meant with an anti-missionary spirit.

Even the {; at times put clamps on his distributing books or pamphlets.

And Carey was very patient about this ~ he did not want to trespass upon their

feelings, but felt that through prayer and time things would work out.

y/hour of the week and every day was occupied w1th<EEg:g:::::;} eading

proofs,. lecturing, and preaching. And in the time, Carey lost his wife,

Later he married Charlotte Fmelia, who was of a noble family. And she assisted

him in his work.

h

Carey was a great translator and he said, few people know what may be done

)
until they trv to do what they undertake./ He was careful in his work, he had

ative paper.) It was subject to the

attack of Insects and in foux or fiveﬁ§ea;s¢ some of this paper that they were

¢
using would be taken over with insects. He had to work on this and found a

?Teventatlvé\ This effectively worked on the destroyet.

In doing this, he imggrted a(i;eam engine, 12 HP kor working the paper mill. mill,
g

Nbw this was an interesting thing for it was as exciting as the first steam

boat. Because the natives looked around to see the‘ﬁgfﬁ%ff:ftf%ge as they call it.




On March 17, Dr. James F. Heaton, pastor of the Tabernacle Baptist Church: (118°S. Per-
son St.), Raleigh, spoke o misunderstandings that h DEr_Our minisiry : i i
He pointed out that d; Ticulties among Christians often come from misunderstandings; The
- Lartof communication.is g most difficult art. Sometimes we._mis-hear as did the hank tellor who
thought the Jady sajd. “This is egg money,” when she said, “Thisis Aid money.” Her resentment:
: E«lxp:-@iﬁt&tandable_ﬂl__ﬁé\repliﬁd; “The old hen s must have been working hard.” g
Often we sayaordsthat convey a mggmgggth@lhanﬁéhzi&emmnd, as.the daughter who,
in thanking the pastor for his_visit with her mother, said: “Mothekalwaé‘i‘fe\els_lb\e;t.g_e;maﬁgw 3
- leave” , ' : T R il
Misunderstanding sometimesEasulia i ‘ acts. Too often' we take -/
people for granted and fail to express the appreciation that would mean much in-our personal

relations. Sometimes the chip on our shoulder comes frqm our own head; our blyockfh_eadggngéss .

has made us supersensitive and touchy.

have reason to think otherwise. i o -

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking; be put away: from
you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiVing one another; even
as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:31-32). ) : )
. L W 7] : B
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They sald it was of the axghitect the Gods. They began to publish the
New Testament ed come volumes in the 0ld Testament.
o ey e e e
And Soonﬁ?i worked with in his
"r’f‘%m 7 . RN e

Onz of ths fir

eing burned with

R o]

get on the pile and there lay down by him and put one arm around

L A AR A ALt AT NPT

his neck. put dry Coco leaves over them and then two bambools. fastenad them

down and the fire was put to the pile -~ and it was impossi

ARCRTLR RGP E 2O

hie

2 or struggle and she was forced to get upon the pile and to

birds, b

P

3]

fr

tds
[

¢

onds to send him scme roots

¢

and some seeds.~ and one of his missionary friends wrote about his delight about
T masawtheg”
o
A

. s .
-lcome, the little english flower - my mother country is white and

5

beauty spread.

Lo

-

red. TIno ross are 1illy - uantil this hour. MNevey tc me suc
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Transplanted from thy island bed.

(-.J

of earth

o

A treasure in a grair

5

Strange as a spirit from the death
Thine embroyo sprang to earth

Thrice welcome, little english flower

To me the pledge of hope unseen

When sorrow,

4

would my soul or power
With joys that were or might

I'11 call to mind how fresh

I saw thee walking from the dust

to heaven with brow serene

And placed in Cod my trust.

.‘
A

here are four or five other stanzas of that - but 2
was quite a .ally trained.

who knew tha

lantg for the sast India companies, botanical

POz G4

catﬁlogaur Tt

oy e AR AR
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Calcutta. And it bescame a standard work.

In iﬁll:&he wrote a paper on agriculture. Ie wrote about the cultivetion of.
Vi, %w_,_.: - i A N . -3 AT

o

it should be pressrved. In a place of 15C million souls S
T .
" . o
organized afseminary.) And he spent his{last vear)jas a college
o e Rt an gy R

ot

{leqlo¢ntN§ But he

%%ﬂ\_r,kw‘,m— e

7as proud of the fact that he had saved many victims from

suffering  from superstitution, who were degtroyed on the funeral piles and the

et womewd
graves for the living. in the rivers under the sacred places all over India
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And trafc&llcrcnwﬁare smuthered and strangled, or throuwn.into the mouth of

oo s SA T

ﬂﬁ T,

.arey Q lie :d}that the commission could bhe carried out. Quite often he used
M"«Mﬁq‘}lﬂ /
the history oH(Cldeo fand vould with great deep feeling, comment on the

TSRO IR

encouragement that the cause of God can be carried on tg.victory. Evep by feeble

T R eSS SRAR i eaoace st i ..,7;

and_apparent insufficient means .
s

S
On the last Sunday 1@ 10“03 more than 7 year s, after he arrived, Carey baptized

ST

o,
o
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Indi;n convert. But the next.day, in the mission, Bengali school wa

without pupils. Mot a person showed up for class. FEvery person was afraid that

A AR T

a

h
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mn

boy would become g Christian.

< e

Ve nesed o come back ¢ tased on

prayer list

PR Y

And he praved everyday for him. This young vastor went out as a missionary to
- gzt i jriimviaiing
£ . - . . s
the £hilippines in 19693 And he knew that this man was pravime for him everyday.
45 X e A AV IR =

at home will pray. And he made

-
a young Scotchman, visitad Carey just before his death.
R a < et

sout Dr. Larey.

Dr. Caxsy - he said. ~ say nothing about Dr. Carey - gpsak ahout
‘z&g\:é«“’“"" i m:“" w«::;ﬁ' F
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Dr. Carey’'s Saviour. é 9 18 yj in J1°§73rg vear -- he passed awvay. He
et s 5 T Ry R TN AN N R
cc;@g@ the text ~ expect great things from God., attsmpt great things for
e P Ny

Gag, From the lowest poverty he arose to the highest honors of literature
T .
P ;ﬁ

Th
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kﬁhnéw'll £fill his Shﬁpc.
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