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TREATMENT OF ENEMIES \

Matt., 5:43-48 \\\

We approach a climax in the teachlngs of Jesus, We are near the summit.

*‘m s SR

If we see clouds of dlfflculty at thls point, it only means that we are

A s

reaching the tops We are now at the point of the treatment of our enemies.

k]

e

at)must be done for life? Eternal life - the deepest and the best? And

he is going to give us God's law on legg. And this will be the soul in actiom.

Love consists in being willing to do.

.

hearts, sgggwpgnplgwaxeudlaggpglgggg.

for the hugsband. It is very godless when you discover a b

mother.

The<§§ildren of God}must do more than others, Our Lord will demand

R e s e ansssat e s s e ena o et e

here more in the social area and he will help us to see how Chrlstlans form a

false estimate of themselves. (EEE;;§§>may flatter us - they may be generous

and kind, aan;2>judge ourselves by our own circle in which we live. Now this
; —— L

is far from being the adequate test.

I. The(%ld TestamenQETeaching
\ [

V.gégx- The 0ld Testament standard and teaching was very high. It

—-—;



at least called for love of one's neighbor which deals with the question
7~

of Human relationships.

ORI

5Lev.'}2;18.7 Now ég;;\ said, '"Ye have heard that it hath

been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor and hate thine enemy."
I4

Moses/did command, 'Thou shalt love thy neighbor" bug\the phrase
2 Ve Y 7

"And hate thine enemies' was a scribal addition.which the Lord sharply criticized,
o - 7

The(?cribes and Phariseeﬁ)sought justification from the fact that God had commanded
.-’/' - / ’

them to treat the Cagnaniteg severely. Under Joshua they tgggwg%gg the land.

- SRS

the chosen people settled on a land where they could be God's agents in a historical

process of revelation,

Now the(é?ggzzgawarises,(@E;}is my neighbor? @éggé;Pad already

~

expanded it to include strangers in Israel.( Lev. 19:33—;%;> The word

neigh—bgz_is or nigh-bor meanin§wgi§p the border, or dwelling nigh. But(ﬁéarnesé

itself does not necessarily insure love and peace. It sometimes meang strife and

tensions. The owning of a house or plece of land next to each other or across
the street may be a problem.

The(Hebzzggltreated members of their own tribe as neighbors regardless

of how far abroad they may have been scattered. Then they had despised the
7 T



Samaritans living directly between Juda and Galilee,

The;&gwyefjin Luke 10:29 made everything turn upon the question,

"Ang_ngwiswmywneighgfr?" It was(éé}though he hadssaid, "I am prepag;d to love

e

my neighbor allm;ight but ‘have so much di determining Wwho he is."

And Jesus_saw his reasoning and persuaded him with the account of the Good
7 L——

fSamaritan} He did not _tell the lawyer the answer to the question. He asked

=/
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him a question in stead. <§@ingof these threesthinkest thou was neighbor unto
o

him that fell among the thieves?" The lawyer was trapped. He had to answer,

"He that showed mercy on him." The neighbor is not _necessarily the one who may
———

be close, but the neighbor may be one who is in need and you have the power to

e

meet the need of another. "Go, do thou likewise,” Jesus said.

Now ﬁg;;§>saw through the old law as they were teaching that they

should hate their enemies., And of course this was meddling.

<?;;;§>man lqves‘himself. Now this is universally true. The whole

drift of the human life is centered in one's qyg~igg;g;§5§lity. Now this is

s rmormpirsm o

the result of being born of the first Adam. Every man seeks the right of
— — i

- cdingihal

We watch the interest of self. We always look out for insults of attacks or

e NP St o e / _,..,-/, B

injuries. We have a defensive attitude, and Jesus is trying to help us to change
b =
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the whole thing unto God."

(George Mulle} once made a good illustration on this point. He said,

"There was a day when I died, utterly died. I died to George Muller and his
P .

opinions, his preferences, his tastes and his will, died to the world and its

A

then I have studied only to show myself approved unto God."

Now I cannot imagine a more perfect summary of what JEsus is going

to_teach us. He died to the censor of the world, to his intimate fr%iggs, he

S —— 4 g

died to himself. Now this is a mosﬁ difficult thing for a man to do is to die
— SRS

to himself. A(E;EEWants the approval of his friends. You value their opinions
: — i

U

highly. You are gfnsitive to it. But Jesus is telling his people they are going

to have to surmount this.

man to rise above this world that may despise him or be aggressive, and the real

problem issto face self and to be honest, and we react in self-defense, and we

S A YN

are really moved and disturbed. It is pride. And it is easy to explain it

some other way. But to a certain extent, self is the thing that controls. You



react according to self, And you make this horrible discovery - the extent

oﬂsggggjffffznandAunhappiness and failure and trouble may be due to self.

Your unhappiness, your irritability, the reason youte disturbed is based on

e e

this problem of self,.

Now, this is the supreme illustration of (why)Jesus came into the

world, and that statement he starts with is the teaching of the Pharisees and
oLt g

the Scribes.l:%%éggbdid they find this in the 01d Testament% Is there anywhere?

The ansuer is of course "mo'", They said their neighbor meant an lgxasi;te and

they were taught to love the Jews and to hate with bitterness wx their enemies.

Nowhere, I repeat in the Old Testament do we find "Love your neighbor

o .
o~

and hate your ememy.' Now there may be many statements that people use to encourage
u__w~m~*_.—~—;§ ~

R———C

people to hate enemies as the Jews entered the promised land and had to deal with

some of the problems there.

R

Now, note second%iégszzmggp has a neighbor.x This is taken for granted.

You have a part in the circumference of somebody else's life. You may have a ver
_ 1 y y

wide one or a far extended one, but you cannot evade the faﬁts that you have been

born into a community or into a family of people. The ﬁééﬁgiis not who is your

o b

neighbor. so much as é%om\you will be neighbor to.
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Now, esgﬁ gives a method here and he is going to try to work

out this limit as far as the number of your neighbors - few or many? God's

principle goes forth that all who need comfort and he%R“you are to help.

Now there are €ére€)characteristlcs%that I see in this opening verse.

[ Fifst, every man has his rights/y

.

There are his inherited rights - his right to freedom. No man should

A e

and to suff1c1ent land to maintain his life. And no man is justified ;gw;mpgglng
B

anything, even his creggwgf worship, upon another. These are rights, and the

e

human family has-.a.claim to it. We have acqmmred rights, such as character and
/7 W“M s o

pESS— -mm'-"‘;/—» 1,7

to hurt his reputation, or to blemish another or to blame another,

contrast between the demands of Christ and the demands of the devil.

1
Every man in the‘XE?rd{place, §f§_§i§_§iﬁgf Christ is laying down

L -

the principle here for us. You have heard it said, "Now if a brother tresspass

‘\W‘M‘\\\J

aga}pst thﬁs/ what\are you going to do? You going to be co6l to him - not
»»»»»»»»»»»»»» i / St g




speak to him? Somebody does us wrong, we are going to not speak to him?

No, Jesus said, you are going and tell him his fault. And if you meet this

need, the Lord says, you perhaps.will win a brother. If a man is overtaken

S
in default, ye which are spiritual restore such an one, @;; ofteniwe whisper

the story - "of course you will not tell" - but that is not God's way. Lovingly,
7

we should 1ift that fallen man orvwom@E7pp in the spirit of meekng;s. Remember
e ~

how leasy /it is to be tempted - and then go to the place of secret prayer and

pray to God for them. "If any man see his brother in sin, he shall pr
1 all

—
I John 5:16. éggffififf_Ei?king of it, let us hasten away to the secret place
vt e g o it M} N . ?

of prayer and pray for him.

The illustration that Jesus is giving here is that he was the

fulfillment of the law, and this i ’;;;;;\&o be the most moving exhortat%gg
py >

o
ﬁf/fgn love, @gé;;;tgaid when you meet your enemy's %§=or his ass going astray,

"Thou shalt surely bring it back again toihim, for if you see the ox of the

mmmmm —

man that hateth you lying under a burden, you will not forebear, but you will

help himi" Exodus 23:4 and 5. '"Rejoice not when thine ememy falleth, nor let

thineheart be glad."”

Now, this is the way the(ggésggr- had corrupted Hebrew history, and

they had obliterated the words"as gheys thyself" - and had finally whittled it

e SV

P



down, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" - they had cut it down -
s Fi /

P —

"Thou shalt love thy neighbor'. They had added their own words out of their
I e

PRSI

own bad hearts, YAnd hate thine enemy." And so through the centuries this

g R [

had taken place. And Christ is here taking the old law and doing away with

this edition, and he is going to make significance come to the words of Moses.

" II. The CHristian Standard

N
V. {44 7 Here is an illustration which our Lord uses and brings to

us as he we seek the well-being of enemies. "But I say unto ¥ou, love your

enemies,

/-
There are Eggﬁggggiggwggg_zég of an enemy. irstf, you can k111

[,

him -~ kill him deizigg%z; mafzaake a friend of him. No enemy is ever %gge into
.___,.,______,,../—-—7 E

a frlggg by treating him as an enemy. This is the Christian distinctive - love
e s -

us. It is not passive good will, but it is something that is active, that seeks

to assist the well-being of the enemy.

First), Jesus says, "Love your enemifﬁ;" Now, this is the social
; oYF Zour enemics

pattern. fhosgzwho might be classified as enemies, whether it be of different
W”"""*“‘”—'—’"7

.

PE—
w

réggfﬂwhether it be capital or 1%59r, whether it be the country, the urbanites,
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the edﬂgg%;d or the uneducated. The command is that Christ does not accept
—

as natural any division or factors that would take away the love of enemies.

e

When a 1arge'. gcomes out with an announcement of himself, a man knows

whagwgg has got to meet. But these little nasty(ggzzznzzggﬂthat don't bark at

all, but run behind and nip, you don't know whether to_run or stand still.
. -7 7

Whether to flght or whether to glve ‘up. Now, q:izgjknew about these enemies -

ap—

T

at you, and kind of sneak around behind your back, but nevertheless he says,

"Love your enemies."

Louis XII of Francef there is a story that he had many enemies when

he came to power, and when he seceded to the throne, he called for a list of them

to be drawn up and he marked against each of them - their names - a large black

AR A

cross. When this became known, the enemies of the ki fled, because they thought
IR s

it was a sign that he intended to punish them. The kiﬁg}hearing of their alarm

recalled _them and he gave them the assurance of his_ggod will Tbat he had placed
——“‘"‘J T—— —

ama

a cross beside their names to remind him of a cross that brings pardon to all, and

B e

he urged them by his own example and by the example of Christ who prayed for his

7

enemies to go and do likewise.
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A Godlike life begets a Godlike disposition. And therefore he said,
7~

"Love thine enemies."

w‘""”"‘"”””-\\
( Second,)blessings for those who cursg/ W are to have kind words

for those who curse us. To curse back could start violence. To<g;£££§ithe
. /,

role of the enemy and tocgggzwh\the attitude of a friend may dissolve the evil
7 T

of the enemy. Aggggﬁfitly spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.

A soft answer turneth away wrath.

Rauixwaxme A man(being insulted}is biting his lips to keep back

\
S,
A,

the anger. He finally smiled and said, "My Egtches are all wet. I can't get
’ /  ammmane s ——

started." ©Now if he did not make a friend of the enemy 1mmed1ately, he certainly

ety - e et o g

won the admiration of all by-standers.

<§é££§> kindness to the hatefq&éj Now, it is not only enough to talk
7

nggggg to them that hate you. A charitable deed melts much ill will., It is a
> £ SRS M

pity that we could not have such following the German and the Japanese war. This

o e

principle might stop much strife before it starts. This dq;§§m§gg%7go them that

hate you is to be studied alongside of V.§39xk "Turn the other cheek." You
7

completely take the enemy off guard when you turn the other cheek. If you do

6§£>descend upon him on his level,(§6§}let him decide the amount of- strlfe. When

v 4 ot of strif
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you give the coat or go the second mile, you lift the battle from the phy81cal

realm and you put it in the spiritual. Even if you suffer indignities, you

[

don't lose in the long run. Your love offensive may work. The enemy tries
~

to misuse you; you try to melt his:heart. Your obligation as a Christian.

it —T /

Now, going on grudgingly reveals that you have:tension, and there is tension
in both directions.

In théTE;;;Z;qplace, pray for our enemieszf There should be used
e~ .

intercessory prayer.fmxxxhsse The highest expression of love for those who
b g =

JRUTRReSn O Hersmamsneny
R —
pea R

do not only hate but despltefully use %/}_and persecute you. To pray for

your enemies will deepen ymmx the sincerity of vyour concern for them. I%f think

this is one of the most supreme acts of love,

grayergchanges things and more 1mportant,(;;;;z;\changes people.
————7 ...... 7

i i 6

Whether it be one who v1olent1y persecutes, or one who nags and obstructs,

he needs to be treated with the Christian's sharpest weapon - prayer.

B

Iet me insert this point - g§§Z§3did not guarantee phsxex physical

safety to his followers.  Second; he assumed that men are not gorillas - that
__,_W—w——*—?c P4

the image of the divine is in every man and this will make him open to the grace
e

and mercy when extended or demonstrated before him. There are still some men
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who behave like mm¥® soulless animals and some of us are going to get hurt.
P d

And sometimes some of God's choicest people get hurt.
v

Somebody must be prepared to give in and make a concession. Yes,

~

to give up his rights if necessary in situations that could lead to divorce,

to Esggnge, or to murder. Somebody must be willing to yield a point - even
yd

forego a right in order to keep the peace. It isééagan?of us to d%gl or d%zg;ce

or law suit at the least violation of personal rights.

(Jesus?was never more king%;:than when he was under fire of persecution.

The soldierxs came to him in the garden when he bodily stepped forward to place
— 4 -

himself in their hands - they fell backwards. John 18:6.

When Pilgggjs soldiers stripped him and put on his scarlet rohe,

T

and put a crown of thorns upon his head and a Eggd in his right hand, and they

mocked him saying "Hail, Kinggof the Jews.'"  They spit upon him., Matt. 27:28-30,

Jesus never replied with so much as a word ogmggmg%%int. &E:?did he not strike back?

He had a right to, Through all this pszgggution, Jesus remained ready to forgive.

They /were the losers. He was dying. Ewen before Pilate, Jegus never lost balance.

<2/fohat a pity 4:;£;2>a shame - thatﬁié}are so often not like Jesus. We blunder as a

sy ORI, PO, o

e

representative of our Saviour.
_MM—“‘—‘ ] -
' w/d/-‘—- | ar AR S S
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Pilate delayed ~ did not do his best. He tried to remain neutral
R manemanerts. /

when this moral issue was at stake, He washed his hands publicly.

Now, this is the il}usg;gtion which Jesg; gives to us here in the
—— - -

e

treatment of our eneﬁzg;:/’;;d he tells us that this will bring fire upon the#r

heads., Coals of fire principle will work {eleven out of ten timeé) someone said.
) 7 T T T . ) T

Somebody gossips or treats you wrong, and those people have need and you are

2

willing to meet that need in deep humility, it works.

IIT. Reasons for Loving Enemies ;

There are ég;;;)%xcellentnreasonsj

45 % z A mark of sonshi;tko the Heavenly Father, The treatment of your

<3

enemies is Godlike. Children who practice it do so by taking after their

=

father. Doth God not treat the wicked mercifully? Jesus did not say as we

do, G;;_;;;;;tE) He said "The Father gepdeth the rain., In Him all things

EXisky consist. He sendeth on both the good and the bad and on the wicked."
' A -7

Gmmmama 3 A

Here is the inspiration of a great magimmx nature. (gég;;bf yours — the Father
/ £

which is in Heaven. We think much of the(éé££§22§% We have been born again
m‘"‘""““‘"”“""\\»

by the word of the Spirit from the family of the first Adam, we have become

grafted into the family of the second. We are all children of God by faith

in him and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Then we are partakers of the divine
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nature. We have within us the capacity for divine love and it is present in

us and nevertheless he illustrates here that God sends that rain and the

sunshine upon them and this is an experience of the common grace of God. §§§§>
OShLNe ubon DAl s

does God do this? God does(;;£>dea1 with them according to what they are or

even what they do to him. That does not govern God's attitude. He is not
7 |

dependent upon anything that is in us. It is (injspite of us that God loved
the world. Now this is a tremendous important principle. Love that we are to

manifest with respect to others. <@€>are not governed by what the other fellow

does to usfgggﬁ we are governed by this love - that we are new creatures,
{ B

Think of theCQ;EI;dEand cruel thoughts that have come into your

mind and kheugkks heart. § at) produced them? Somebody else. <§§EZ@55§L£gi

our Qéigkinf5and acting and behavior is entirely governed by other people.
- — 7 )

This is the thing that makes life so wretched. You see a particular person

your
and gk=ix spirit is upset. If you had not seen that person, yoi have
— 7

fgl&,lékﬁLJﬂ%%;. <i§§£)life must be governed by a.é;;;Bprinciple. And God looks

down upon us in a different way, and we must learn to look at other people and

say, ''Yes, they are doing this and that and the other to me." And we must not

be governed by this world, and must not be annoyed by these hell-bound sinners.
4

I must do everything to save them and that's God's way of doing things.
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Now you understand thisé%&es it out of the sentimentai\ﬁnd gets it
Z

above the action of just on friendly terms. Qi;;>then are we to manifest this

love of God in our contact with other people? (_ﬁ_er@ it is - you are to kzi@l?s%}

them that curse you, When people say harsh and unkind things, you will say
k —

"I really am going to give it to *him." You put ysuszif yourself on their level

when vou do that. But use kind words instead.

You're going to do ggg@ to them that hate you just like God does

with the farmer that may hate him. He is going to send the rain and he is going

to cause the sun to shine upon him.

In the @;g;Eplace, you are/g;ing to pray)for them which despitefully
; £ =% ESpIEtuLS

use you, he says, and persecute you. We must get on our kneeé and talk to ourselves

before we talk to God. Instead of being bitter and reacting, we must get down first

and reckon with ourselves - "Why should a person behave like this?" It is the

7

horrible nature which is in man. (5;3you pray for the people who persecute you

and despitefully use you? Do you have mercy upon them that would punish you?

v

Will 'you ask God to save their souls and open their eyes before it is too late?
- = 2

Do you feel any great coneern? .-

7

o

~.

Now there is a whole lot of diﬁferqug/between loving and just liking

a person. This is not something sentimental, but it is a principle, a command
7 )

which Jé&sus makes to us that he offers to us to follow.
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You can love G8d and you can love man in this way and you need a

/

great gxmpX example in this and he has given it to you in that the Heavenly

Father's sun he makegh to shine on the childrezithat play games, on the R§§§§%(/
—TTTT = = e -

that is filled with cglmiuals, on the igggggg{&here there is a sick girl, on

the pg;h/:f a Qgggzgggégbn the gggggglghat belongs to a poor widow, on the tyranzf

=

He drops his showers on the aetheig;g{'the worst type, on the man who may rob the

widows or brow-beat the poor. Ged's love is showered upon a home, upon childhood

upon a loving wife, upon a sweegnggi}d, won seasons of good health, upog_iil_

business

Efilsh* upon/anxieties, because GPd has no special care whether a man is good or

bad, but because God loves his enemies, blesseth those that curse him, and is kind

to the unthankful.

<:2:;;E>Will sometimes speakJ\:; am one of the luckiest fellows living.E

-1

All of my dreams have been realized. I have a good wife, I have not had an

hout's illness. I have never wanted for momey." Such men éé)not realize that

e e £ o

s, Rhmmponrret

e

it is God who has given them all things richly to enjoy making no distimetion
A ————— . /

between them and his dearest children, but he longs to break in upon their shame,

.

™~
and he sends them the blessings from heaven. Like the( prodigal son.j Som

said that the parable should bevgg:ﬂgigggg. That the father heard about the

e,

boy going to eat hussé with the swine, and he sent him day by dazrsupplies of



17

sumptuous food, and on each hamper or basket were thesewwords: " I love

Sa——
v s st
B

thee still, Come home, Haste to come home."

He committed his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners,

Christ died .for us. (EE;heed to tell this to Pil%§gqrwe need to tell it to

Herod, we need to tell it to the mEE_EEE_QEQXQ.Lhﬁ_néfés in the hands of Jesus,

_; and we need to pray for such today. ) (- i _
/1 / g’«‘%/ﬁ"ﬂ ‘?1"7' %&"bw~7 Lprirttps
; ,

x/ %/ 42 Second,[a mark of superior righteousness [~ V. 46. Our righteousness

must exceed that of the Scrdbes and the Pharisees, Now the Qigggggggétkere among

the most despised mpeople of the land collecting taxes. They were classified
& 5 bt

with harlots and sinners. The chief complaint against Jesus was that he

associated with these folks. (Jesus}shows that the donduct of the Pharisees was

to
no more godly .according/his standards than that of the publicans. These(iéi%é}

peoplg loved onecanother after a fashion., Now there is fellowship in the underwozld
7 7~

even. Quite often there is more fellowship among people of the world than we find

among some gchurch members who cannot restrain themsélves from gossiping about (i*yL ?1 ’ J¢
] i

72&%&'7 'Lwﬁ ,nE;:;%?MLg /@}@@uAMAAY L?a. k? vk JINe

V,ijomey D Nl Lo S ’Q”"’"“*@"‘

v

(Egilove only your own friends or kin is usually a backhanded way of
— -

loving yoursalf.

- AiChlnese emperor had been appraised of his enemies that they were

‘)
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going to have an uprising says, '"Come follow me and I will quickly destroy

them." On arrival the rebels submitted to him and all expected him to take

JUSI—

revenge. Instead, he treated them with utmost humgg;ty. "How" criéd his

firstdiinister of staté> "You gxemi have a promise to fulfill. You have
7 e _— e

pardoned them all,"

"I have promised," said the emperor,sm "to destroy my enemies.

I have fulfilled my word. Cﬁ;;} are enemies no loggg:, I have made friends
—— / " _——‘m\-"‘? .

with them."
v, i:i— Suppose you(égzgzé*your brethren only. Again you hau lose
« — B
your reward. Do not é&ven the publicans do so?
mwwwii:: : s e

Now, we see that.@@)are not to wait for an emotion, but the(key)to
V - s

all of this is to obey the power of our will and second to begin with individuals.
~—_—-—————"~'_'7__‘

Gg;;;vm an _enemy who is always ftrying to curse us? Then bless him with
7 — e

your benedictions. (g;;;;;E\gxp people made much of salutations and greet12§§ in

public and in the home. Ordinarily some of them would not salute a gentile.

Now(i?i}the Christian to be unwilling to speak to his fellow mig’is at least a

failure in common courtesy. The éé;;;;;§>would prolong his greeting in the market

7

place and in the synagqgﬁgl The revelation of a ﬁﬁtual admiration society. Matthew
7 ‘

-

was a publican, but if he was in the congregation that heard this sermon, Jesus

*
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certainly did not tone it down for him.

The big}question%is, éﬁ;;ﬁ do we more than othersz/4i£>we only
2-5] —-

sa{g&gﬂgyr friends? Now,<§5&§man can go one mile, but the Christian must be
"" ot P d w}ﬂ,,.,

willing to go a second/mile. (Not only a man who is doing more than others,
= Z

/’\
but 4?5;;;;;;;;?is a/ﬁg;i;;:/;;r;;;posed to_do what others cannot %é} The
=z

Christian can go above and beyond the natural man, because of his standard

in Jesus Christ.

/ A A
1{ié£§:— < ./ A Mark of Perfection V. 38
i e | 1

Thus you will reach perfection. Ewexyimg Everything lies in the

. S

will. Are you willing that his will should be done in and through you in
respect to the life of love#®  There are many people whmxhim who think of

Christians as a man who believes in God. Mr. had a

belief, but he says that he was not a Christian, and yet we examine his activities.

But first of all, a Chiristian is different from a natural man and goes beyond a

natural man in his thinking and his behaviour.

<EPerfe%£B)in the Bible has three common meanings. Full grown in body

ad mind, moral completeness or maturity, and moral perfection, with particular

/

reference to love as here. Tde;;:\friends d{not) your enemies is_incomplete love.

To speak only to friends is evidence of imperfect love,
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Now all men are perfectionists after a fashion. We demand a
—

perfect standard where it is to our advantage. We in§i§E_g§_§§_in%B;§ to
a Z§;4§~f22£’gggrts to a gallon, s%ffffg_gggggs to a pound, 100 pennies to

a dollar. Otherwise we think we have been shortchanged. Now the Bible language

here is "Like as" and "in according as". The emphasis is on Godly conduiﬁ in
a man's life. This is our goal. We can afford to give all our alliegiance to

Jesus Christ who demands something of us.

Another illustration of the simple word 'perfect" means to go k® on to

a giffmxmrgxprink given point toward a/é;finite place/, The suggestion is that we
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