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Matt. 11:11

TMTRODUCTION:
To the greatness of John, the Baptist. There had Heen 400 dyears of Qilence.

msrhﬂé.‘heawlet. the silence was broken. And@ was heard
in the land -~ sp%ihﬂngm;;%e those of old It was the voice of one who was{?laé}

in an ordipary %loal and a le%EEEEMg;rﬁ1e. Vei?oupdeQ)lzke one of the old prophets.
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0ld 3&222&$#JJ~PUt it this way - higjﬁglment was rough, and so was his tongue.
And if his food was wild honey, his speech was a stinging locust.
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Tbef/baracter of hid preacH1
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taught the absolute need of-repentance. £nd he stated that men who repented must
P

e proved by their works. And he warned men to not rest in outward privileges,
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He{gggaéz;lainlyéabout Jesus
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And he

faptize ater ‘only while Uo,uv dd e spcke very
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plainly ahlout th@ Foly fpirit. he gpole ry plainly ebout the awful dangser

of the impenitent. UYe told them there was a wrath to come and he preached of

e

the unquenchable fire. e - spoke very plainly about the safetv of the ¥
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As we think akout the greatness of John, the Bantist. There are
e,

that make him great. Ve would aslk the :uestiQQEWhv did the Tord Tesus seel b
520D v ; et
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with John. Jesus was sgg;igss‘and John's bhaptism was of repentance. T suppose

; - Y
one of the egplanation is - at this ag ’.ov£:::Xvere hathed and anointed, and

o )

v

admitted to serv1ce. So in this way, our TLord, showed his humility by coming and

being baptized of John. As proof of his_humility. Another thing, Jesus came

,.:“,«M....nmw.‘»m

and was baptized of John because of h Tt firmly fixed.bdm among

the people that he had come to save. And of course, it was a matter of submission

//,
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with our Lord who came for this bhaptism,

As we consider the man today, we will{stand;upon the shoulders of one ofr@gg's
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o, reat . men. John's brief d fixey.mini of deeme and r 78 e th
g an i %éwy judgement an epentance ¥ one that
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that seriously oenounced Uerod and the Terodias, in thelrfgdultro wunion. John
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was cast in prigon for this. And John sent a question from prison - a question

to Jesus from the dungeon. And Jesus sent back an apswer.

On one occasion, {
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) o . .
;asked the crowd, @héi}went ve out 1ntokthe w;ldg;ness to
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A ~shak vith 5 j&i o y ¥ ; j&i 1 ptie
see. A regd.shaken with the wind.” Fere was a man that Was‘gggglar. e had emptied

e
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the cities. Had come to the Jozgigﬂzélgey to hear him preach. He was a prophet, but

he was more than that,
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But as we search for his greatness, we ‘nln}xof hlq%orlyln; Where did he come

from. You trace a great r1vegwh%§k to its soug@ﬁ“ﬁﬁzzg the other rivals of John
: Vi
name was“%ggn. That. was. .as
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of the Baptists. Tt as far as

any man goes to fathom the deptﬁs of the great persgnallty Back of a1l of our
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hlstox1ea and biographies, lies the mighty purpose of GCod. There is a man sent from

s ot
God.

But sending such a man into the world, God lets him come through channels and

through instruments. VWhich lie within our own observation. Therefore, when we

look at the stream that contributes to the great river of Tlfe fTUﬁ
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and says- a certain priest named.Zag)

ariah and his wife of the daughters of Aaron,
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was Flizabeth. And they were hoth righteous before God.
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In a letter stating his qualifications for a position, as a tutor or school
Ty
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teacher,iparlisleévrote, 'not forgetting among my other advantages, the prayers of

A,

takes it back
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rellglous parents, a btlessing of which if I qpeak less of it -~ I do not feel less
than he." It is a blessing and a hlessed thing to have had a godly father. Whose
example is still reaping. The blessedness of parents whose pravers and whose love

still attends vou.

Born of such parents from the day that he was able to think, {John M

deny himself. He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither
s V . m&aw.s«m;m;«%ﬁ“%&%:-ﬁéﬁ

wine nor strong drink. TTe shall be filled with the Holy nggt even from his mother’'s

>
womh., MNow John's ﬁ&égentg f skin and camel '8 h@lr, and h19§ :;of locust and wild

M&‘V&W nysm,w s

honez, did not make him great. DBut it is worth notlng that luxury and self—lndulgence
had no place in the training of the man who Christ was to call the greatest of the

sons of men,

CRER R
R A e,

Te Frequenti} speak of good environmeng\for our children, and for youth. But if
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we generally mean all the onportum:tles -~ with mopey, which money can buy, little

responsibility, and none of the self-discipline which reveals the hidden powers. Ve

call this good environment,
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Jbeme and self-denial - John waowtralned in the desegt
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He went away in soii;yde. He retired. In order that he might get away from the

face of man, and see more clearly the face gf.God.
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; %%g no man will ever unfold.the capacities of his intellect.
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Who does not have a checkered life with solitude. John learned to meet and to endure
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even lonelln ess. That is often the lot of God's true children. Think of the greatest

T, Py,
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of all preachers and prophets. With only the Q@ad Sea and the ; nig seminary.
Ancd with the {ruins’of Sodom and CGomorrah for his ;}umjnatlng text., Waiting upon the

thought of CGod., The grandest thought that can take hold of mortal man.
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Yow T come to ask, {vhe
eeai

great authority. And wherein did his voice have such strength. And where great

areatness. And wherein did this man have
& . s N

audiences were drawm.

nK

If vou think about John the Rantist and vou think ahout our own age. Today,

everyvthing is questioned. And what men and women, and vouth are seeking for today

is a note of authority. And we are searching and asking questions about everything,

e
And that's the way that John the Daptist was up against it. Inﬁgkeﬁ‘;}(}ospel3
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se 1:8, the cH-ef - hriest, qCﬁigss, and elders, raised the duesstion

e
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Chapter 22

of the Saviour's aut@ggi&y. From what source was his authority. They asked, and
" z R moi

who gave it, Verse 2 - The Yaster's answer was a powerful and a venetrating.ene

as he pointed then to the greatest of the prophets
: exr DPropis
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t from_"eavan or
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Yegven, the Lord
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ﬂ vou rot helievw
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hey had said of ren, they feared the peonle, Because they were

RS

persuaded of John that he was a prophet.

V, & - So we mention this. Now let us seeﬁﬁka y the greatness of this remarkable

b

morning, very briefly. TFirst of all, in his living. Second, in his Dreaqhb And
b T

thirdly, in his illumingsion.
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Before Eiiéﬁ;ifﬁ’ the angel of the Lord declared, Luke 1:15. @gksh@;J%ham reat

s
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in the sight of the TLord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. And he

B R

shall be filled wit!

7 Vnm

This is truewfor the churq% for the home, and for the qtate, and for the world.

[ . .
the Holy Chost. Now all.greatness-ie.derived of Jesus. V., 4.

You remember that Jesus could confront a man like Pilate and remind him - thou

couldst not have any power against be except it be given from above. John 19:11.
And when Jesus spoke:these words, he was referring to the power invested in

Pilate. To determine his crucifixion.

”ov:whatfmade John the Baptist such a wonderful example in his life.
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it Lof all, it was characterized b sqyarat1o
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be great in the sight of the Lord. And shall drink neither wine.nes.strong.dxnd
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Tuke 1:15. Without a question, this re! e G318,
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Tt was a_vow which separated a man from anything calculated to he ca g%% arg
2 ‘MM

or_fleq@ly. Wine and strong drink arewgvmhgir of worldly stlmufﬁnts. This is why

LT, v

uLésays, be not dgunk Wlth wine, wherein in excess - hut be filled with the spirit.
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Eph. 5:18.
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Mow the(man?who knows gg&g%gess, in his living - he>mu;?fre]y§noé upon anything
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in the wg&%i. But his coej*&ince must be in God alone,
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Frscarmean, S5

thing ahbout living, his life was characterized by consecratlon.
g

He was flllad w1th the Foly Spirit. /Luke 1 1§% Here of course is the supreme

AR

,ﬂ""*" D RS b

secret of Oreatness. And this was no evidence in the

\fﬁm

man.

'li ved fin the pover of the Woly Spirit and from the moment that he was an01nted

R “’;‘g} M ;
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on the banks of Jordan, to his final cry on thelgégss - men and women recognized

that there was something of authority and greatness in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Qfﬁ%%ﬁwera astonished at his doctrine, for he taught them as one having authority
and not as the Scribes, Matt, 7:28-29, When Jesus performed his acts of mercy,
he created the same impression. They were astonished and said, where cometh this

man's wisdom and these mighty works, Matt. 13:54. And of course, he was filled

with the Holy Spirit.

PSS N
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flesusiin a large measure was discerpable in thesearlyjdisciples.

the
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BaptigE} Vhen the Tloly Spirit came upon him in the fullness

of the anointing, as it did in the day cf Pentecost upon those disciples, there was

S,
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a htoldness and &l faithfulne
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aethedy way of living and witnessipe. You only have

SR

to go through the hook of Acts, and underscore the word boldness.,
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Sgneration is that we ar%‘_ét

 prepared to meet the terms of

RSt

And we dislike the word

consecration. Therefore, we don't know the greatness and the authority that can

SR

o,
R
he explained only throuch the divine.
< el

¢ crying in the wilderness. llow this is very

were upon the son of rirc

The Scripture says the pure in heart shall see Cod.
.
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They shall see God, and shall not fear the Face of man. This was the preaching of

John the Paptist. And this characterized his preaching.

H

,_%?%e sav Jesus appear on the tanks of Jordan,
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od that takes away the sin of the world. Johp 1l:29.

he ewclaimed, hehold the lamh of
Tow this is the,%entrawjmessage of our Christian |

pel, TI'11 come back and say more

about this in my final point.

Now{};have learned throuchout the,xggrs in my preaching, that the only time when

the voice of authdgztv makes an impact is when T have been faithful to the Gospel.

QW“M; thing in the world for a preacher to water dggg
nnis S _

Tt dis the”

i
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Tt is easy also to ratigpiee

cs who may brand him as this,

<of Cod is clear in itself. And the true exposition of preaching

TEa.
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void,

v pointed out in a

Prrsty, that

R
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authority resides-in the indiyidual's reasoning.

} 1s that authority resides in that church's teachings

;.

aggmggig?tions.
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ﬁ&;}%§>1s that it re81des_lgh
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Then he adds the fundamental _fferenge‘Eetween.jﬁfﬁﬁp, tziii&igp, andwﬁgﬁkELure

is that wherever reason and tradltlon are thé, Uoras of men,. however true they may be.

g i 3/%/»‘31.?\?4/
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How ever much the Ioly Spirit may have blessed them. PBut he said Scripture alone is

s,

thegword:bf God..

T

And it is not something that is to despise. These have their place but the

word of God is supreme. And Jﬁhn th Bag
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\was faithFul in preachingvtha.word of
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God.
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; 1urnln0 cuestloﬁ A ”hole generation of v1pors.
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¥tho hath warned vou fo fliﬁ from the wrath to come. fknd who hath warned you, he says.
Ntncgiot = - ~F e -

How can you flea from this wrath, If vou are not fleeing from your sins and coming,

he says, to Christ.

mﬂﬁw&

e &
1 >;Lﬁe challpnges his hearers to anzurgent demagg} Bring forth therequS
fruits worthy of repentance. And there are those who say it is easy to show the

fruits, in God's lives. Any tree may shake with the wind but the fruits are they

known., He says, bring forth your fruits as evidence. MNow this is a desert preaching,

pressing for the claims of Christ.
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-~ He said a?tthJng isig is go:ne,ggmgome. And now also, the axéils
iR
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layed at the root of thertreg. That 1s the message of this forerunner of Christ.

That the axe at the root of

Liee in due time

would be hewn down.
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The word of Joln would judge them on

will be used by the hand of the judge by cu

o
,»"‘ gy,

the testing day. & ”very”tlme you.hear.the

axe layed at the root of your life. That
e AN SRR D

hel of Christ in the pqﬁgﬁwggwggdm is an

g AT
tting down the fruitless impenitent. Hath

Jesus not declared that the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him on the

last day. John 12:48.

about the pggg&hﬁno nf.debn, was that it 1

s

called them é.generation of vipors - that w

hearts whether John was the Christ or not.

The people came. The Publ
im what shall we do. The

e upon the atoni

inquirers.

e preaches brotherly love unto them.

And he preaches forebearance and contentmen

(,ww

telling the vor16 i\ he 7as

8
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as a challenge. All men knew in their

jcans‘

prea hing.

And he preaches honesty and business, V. 13,

t, V. 14.

Ty
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1ure.of anﬁ\yhat tncy coulg eve in.

And in terrible earnestness he told them wi

ﬁ

convictions which be had. That the kingdom

o
thout any lack of conviction, the bedrock

oo

of ”oo was at hand and that men must

e

repent of their sins and that the Christ was

Then he preached,

5
E - A A 'Jv‘ -y
the groups to core out and intervie

the one to look too. And he shook the
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Fe said, Yo. &rt}thou “113ah

w— bR
e s mertpans S N

i f
s 1

inted towards him,

He said No. Art Lhou.gne)of the prophets.
se claims and these t espe

And John was mighty in having th

Tut he oldrall of these that he was just a voice crying in the vllderne S,
. - -~ PR P )

o T am makes no difference.

too much of wuo and not enough

g
e

they were, none Inows. What thev were,

'752&“'C$u~a%;h
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John preached and the

r him. And to see hi Then they came, John called

N AL

;y%en he heard of the preaching of Jgsus
v 53

was stricken in his comsc ence

.

o

Tohn ywhaory I have beheaded, is risen, from the

dead. ‘The soul of John the Paptist marches on, The voice in the wilderness. Every

word that he uttered hears that message.

Mow when Jesus went back to the Jordan country, where he had been baptized by

e
John. Thegdisciplest
LB LD

Gy
of John Qatberec around%Tequéﬁ And they listened to him. And

e

this was their verdict.

dld no miracle. Me never stilled the tempest, nor

“?rjﬁ-*

opened the Lllnddgyes, nor raised the..d But all things that John spoke of this

P

man were true. Vhat was it that John said about Jesus.
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Did he talk about Jesus of being a man who was perfect, or blameless. DNid he
talk about Jesus as being a carpenter. Did he talk about Jesus and his birth. Xo,

he did not talk, about that,

\MW

Which brings me to myg§1nal~
R

oint about the greatness of John rhe Dabtist.
RIS S

IIT. GREAT T ILLIMINATION,
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Twven though tHe{ﬁWZnelnwummgwys thatg‘Ohn campe, to hear witness of thgﬁ%%£§t,
e e w:-m%
that all men through him might hp11nvpﬂﬁﬁpqq\l y Tbeffwm?EJeeuo could add he was
a burning and a shining light. _@%ﬁn 5:3%2
e ook R
(T
This is another thing that made John great. When the Egopié of that day
observed and listened tomggm, There was ope impression. The fact that he was a
witness not ogfmag}but of Cod
5 -y «s»&a;..?,w, PR (;

he was awhurnlng llght.f It was evidenced in his life, in his _gpeech,

and there was something warm about him. Yo one could look at him without detecting
e ]

AR >

the light in his eye. o one could be near him without sensing the flre of his

devotion.

ﬁ?\be close to John the Paptist was to he e: poqed to the very heart Q£¥£Od

Through the word of God, through the Spirit of God. It may burn up the dross hut

o

it will reveal gold.
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This burning light, ngonder 1f there is a lack of fire in your lifes If you

want to see the church filled, D. L. Moody said -~ then set it on flre. People will

o 2
,u&f'*”"“"“" it 8

come and watch it burn.

The life of John the

iR

Baptist is quite a study. Jesus called him the'ﬁgsgteék of all the prophets. The

o
r::?:??% born of women, Lugew7:28,
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Evenﬁthoggg;&e had great human limitations, I am sure. It is true of every
S ” \E

son of ours. We all have our limitations. But if we are going to find the secret

-

of living. Ve must find the secret of John the Raptist.

Show me a man who can shed l;ght upon tne 1ssue of tod

me—

1, and be'll be respected.
g

Show me a person today who has the angsuars tbat,onme from above. Show me young people

Y

who solve their prohlems in the light as listed here.

~ the baptism of John, was it from Heaven or of
SRR R R Raaiaat TS

;hatjhs vhere true

SRR TR,

yansver was that it was from Heay

porsmes

ﬁo5you ipow that is MH

S
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men and women are powerless today. They have %ot

7
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this compact with CGod.
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be af n . f Je
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Yes,
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of the world. It is that witngss

N

behold..the Jamb of Cod which takes away the sins
‘,_.‘:-‘?"'“"w‘\.?x
of John to Jesus that men today ~ many axe.fbrvinz.bo.silence. Thelworld will talk
- e e 2 e
to you as Jesus being beautify naracter. Or some other flovcry notes of praise.
But the one thing the world will not tolerate today, is what Jesus is. John said
. Qodmw‘eternal sacrifice for sin. And he
T

today still has offense.

the lamb of Cedy=Be takes
ese words and vou will find that the cross

%1

uttered th
asdvice 1f you

e Cospel ceases to hecome the good news. And only becomes good
S sted with the Cospel,

r-r(

shall we

that,

leave this out. Shall the churches today, that have
hthouses. VWhere the light has been quenched. Worse than
false licht.

become ligh
 ogome

,.i.

S
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and flash w:

SUTn

become lighthouses which 1

laft out =~

St

hereafrer.

church, here and

And this

but he is upon the throne in HMeaven,
Ny, g

no longer upon the cross
look at the lamh of CGod.

Tohn the Paptist saigd,
o o "‘«.‘:.,q\\h

all men,
L

A A d\
1eld and heard the volce of many
“ e

I SE ~
’ J/f < And you go to tbeiﬂgw Testamenﬁ, and I >
%mwmw‘&w‘wm -
And the number of them was 10 thousand times 10

about the throne.
loud voice. Worthy is the
R o O T PR A S

ghigels a round
thousands. Saying with a
and honor and

thousand. And thousands and

and blessing And everv creature which is in Weaven and upon the earth
And all the things that are in them.

glory

And under the earth. And such as are in the sea.
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Plessed and honor, glory and power, be unto him. That sitteth upon the throne and

unto the lamb forever and ever.



