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SAMSON'S WOMEN

Judges 16

INTRODUCTION:
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I thank God for r_many good wo??n. Many women who love Christ. And many

women who live Godly 1i¥es. As(ﬁ%}look at one of the saddest shipwrecks in
A PIKTE AT Vm i S o 75 e we ~7 T

all of history, we study Samson and his women. We discover that the book of

Hebrews however enrolls him as one of theC:Sro of fa1€9 That means that

he was God's man. Because when God has a job.te.dp, he_always looks..fox.a.man

- and he took Samson from a family that was Ggdly. His mother and géfher were
very rel%gious and,rigggeous people. |

And from the(:é_mgwgggéhwe read that Samson was a{ﬁézari&g}?from the zomb.
To take the vow of the Mazarite meant to separate oggigmgg%f unto the Lord. The
fg;ﬁﬁ%gf this was that the individual partook of no wine or strong, dripk whatsoever.

And that he let his hair grow in sevegm%gggg which were braijded-baek.of his.head.

And that he observed the laws concerning the defilement of the body.

Note that one, thus sanctified, and separated. unto the Lord was to touchég@

liquor, Some of the ggeat

Wmireremean

’enerals of hlstory such as Caesar, Fredgg&gk the _Great,

[ g

Cromwell, and Napoleon - were men glven to temperance. They knewggggém%iquor and

g

a clear mind do not go together. And if a man is to be wholly unto the Lord, he

P A,

muag_aQ§§§;$ from the use of liquor.

/

Not only was Samson a Nazarite and abstained, but also hig ESF%9#§ were commanded

to abstain.

~ The<;;§9adeguate prlnplple toward liguox is a total abstainence. thn the
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A
Baptlst*was also a man of the Nazarite vow from his birth, and this was a symbol of
R /::N //'/



the consecration of an individual unto the Lord.

<§?mson's QOW&Q‘W&S dependent entirely on his obedience and his separation.
The Lord had chosen him for a purpose. To QE§§§>£§rael and to take them out
of the slavery of the Philistines. His parents were Godly people. And at least
the spéz?t qf God was upon héﬁ& And it enabled him to do great expleits. Samson

hadf&earned that it was not by might nor by power - but by the spirit of the Lord.

e

Zech.;§i6.

Now the point of Sqmson'séégakness>was women. Like(?éigggg} he loved many

strange women and they became a spare unto him. I Kings 11:1.

I.I THE WOMAN AT TIMNAEET{

On one of his visits, to Timnath, he saw a beautiful wo . He loved her - now

g . h
he leaped across the boundary of race, CEEEQ, and country And he wanted to make
a strange union with this woman. He told his parents to get that woman for him.
Nl

For Samson said,é%e pleases me well})

Now (you Jremember, my sermon on that ~ the ;ddl%)in which going down to Timnath
on one occasion he met Q:E;on. He was alone/and one of his riddles came out of that

W 7
incident. Out of the eater came forth meat and out of the strong came forth sweetness.
ut of 7 . torth sweet

T — —

And of course the men, the Philistine men worried his wife at Timnath until she
W

expected the riddle from Samson after weeping seven days. And following that episode,
——7

he slew — took their shirts and their garments. And of course

this invoked the wrath of the Philistines upon his wife. And when he came back to

visit his wife, she had been given to another.

And then we have the experience of Samson and hi }gO foxeg, He tied their tails

T



VI

-3-

together with firebrands, and let them loose in the standing corn and wheat. And

they burned about gz:gg_gilgs of standing corn and shocks of wheat, and the vine-
vards.

Then we have Samson uses the<£é£§£§%325’32_§%;’and slaying a thousand men at
once.

II.i THE WOMAN AT GAZA ;
o g
He was not very successful with the (farm/gir ith. That went sour.

And now the Bible in y. 1 tells us that he went to Gaza and (saw /there a harlot. Now

Gaza was the é;;;:;D of the Philistin%;. A strong fortified city. Powerful in every

e

way. And the Scripture is gg_ﬁgi;%%yl - because this is a breech of God's holy

commandment.

And there was(realli no excuse for Samson being warned here. I-Le__me.t—&bis_.ba.r%ot

- a female innkeeper who kept a general lodgi lace or house. Firse, she had this
7 7

lodging house to accommodate strangers.
~7

Now the (firs

woman at Timmath - that he had fallen in love with and intended to
— B —
marryher -~ against all the protests and the warnings of the ill advised alliance

with the woman, just because he said, I_like her. And of course, in the end he was

betrayed by that woman. Now as we come to nnumber two at Gaza, there is an

(1 ;
éd proverb) that says w\e__live and we learn.’/

//

d

But (sQme) men neveér learn. And Samson pext girl friend or woman friend was a much

(;;;;é woman than the first one&="

Because this time it was alharlot. And the Philistines were told of his visit.
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é he % vas first of all a woman that p@_\]_igwmﬁa?e for strangers. And
of all, the truth is as the k f the inn, she acted in two charagters.
o - * 7 v

She provided accomggffions and she 153 served as a harlot for_the guest.
- ‘ -7
e
: Something else you id)not come to Gaza to see this

11
person. He did (not! know her until he enteWty. And seeing her, he was

attracted to her.

It seems that and according to temperment, he readily fell before

temptation,
A : 7/ 7
02’ — @ hing, go to Gaza compelled of the spirit of God. That
et — e -
was no,_t_:_t;lg,e_,put:p% of his trip. It seems that it was for self—indulgence.

j“’Samson did. have any businss at Gaza. _@he went here locking for a ha}_}_ot,
— ) /

we do not knmow. But we think that he went to observe the conditions of the Philistines.

That he might get a better advantage of them since he was judged.

So he fell into this snare. His sin began in his eye. The Bible says he went
s

in unto her.

V.Si}- Samson Wa The magistrates of the city heard about this, and
this being an inn or public house - theof the city were shut. And perhaps

the guards had gone to sleep. Now they thought that they had him in a prison. And

that the next morning after he had indulged in his sensual appetites of uncleanness

g SRS )

and fleshly lust, that they would capture him,

@ mg_s_j;wed«%n about about midpnight as he, as the Scripture
says he étayed in bed)with this harlot until midnight. And he rose—wp this time to

save his life., And his escape was made by taking)the gates of Gaza, and setting them
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~'on top of a high hill near the city.

T T

It is said that{Hell!/is paved with good inten;%ons. It will be well for us to

remember that Samson perhaps came here with good intentions. But whether it is paved
R__mimEL~_ij; L _good intentior

with good or bad intentions, bad deeds and bég_gggggiag;ons will soon put one in
Hell.

When it was day, they said we should get him, and kill him.

Samsmnégég;;aséescaped the Philistines at ?éga. And that (should have taught

him some wisdom.
m

e

Now it is also well to point out here that this is a(E;EEDOf Christ victory over

death and the grave. He not only sQlled away the stone from the door, he came forth

e

himself and carried away the gates, the grave, the bar, and all. And so Samson took

~...

the gate posts, the gates, the bar, and all - to a high hill and removed them from

the city.

a— IIIi SOREK i

A fFesort area)— this was woman number{€;;;§:>
V_——\. \ 3

T Vi

Her name was{'

And she is(one)of the several_ggerE55553 who appear in

the Bible. Another notable one is Potiphars' wife who tempted quggh. Another is

Jezebel who stirred up Ahab. //’

Now ée{f}éﬁ had the regl influence over men, for the pover of egél. And the
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Bible here is the book that holds the mirror up to life. And gives us the story of

this woman and it is not very beautiful.

~_X;<£i} This third woman that he became involved in(EéE)q‘garden and a home where
, —7 -

she entertained her callers. It was in the beautiful»yalley“of Sorek., Perhaps there

were some olive trees.

P73 s

Now Egég are so many [broken ?Sfi;'due to women like Dea_lah, such as this. 1In

our cities in America, there are many of them. And of course divorces occur out of

every four marriages.

é;é'wonders what a_man expects to have when exchanges a wife and a home for
= 7 g ~

a woman such as Delilah. A careful 1005 at Samson ought to be a strong warning to

any who are beset by such sin.

Samson's (fall’had begun with lust. First the(iﬁgﬂ of the eyg; then the lust
7

of the flesh, and (finally)he abandon his Nazarite wow. As he had experience with

theﬁéé%ggjﬁ;}iﬂ%§5h9 with the/Rarlot>at Gaza, the fact that he went on to the Qﬁird3

such woman i sad commentary on the weakness of the man. Thus we behold him as

one in a/ﬁigh p031t1q;]— elevated in the glories of his time. And yet, the most
Iy §

disgraceful £all because he sinned against the Spirit of God.

7

Now elil;;:ﬁived in this 1i§£l§_gg§§'with the¥yingy%£g, the olive trees, and she

was supported by money of the illicit leve. It was inhabited by a famous but beautiful

woman, named Delilah. @think that Samson married this woman. But the ‘@
/ -

does not give us such an implication. She was merely a ywoman of Samson's choice of

the hour, of his weakness. She must have been physically beautiful.

her femine beauty, to a disgrace. She used her femine charm not as a gift of God,

not as an appeal to the love of God - but she was brilliant an ining. And
. ———— .

pen-were—ipfatuated by not only her beauty. But Samson,




-7

S@sox;/s MMTE_U} You simply camnot mix Christianity and Godlm@"(y‘)

but it is vounger-people and even older people this. It is hard

to hem that there will be tears, hegj;a.ch)e,s, and disap_pointmeg‘f,?. The Scripture

7

’gays, be not ungg:uglly yoked together with unbelievers. What concord hath
Christ w:Lth 2Cor, 6:14-15. Samson was@choosing a helpmate as a holy
7’

man of God. It is afp tha he did ied into one of the families of
Igrael, And thereby remove such a temptation that he had. He was probably a fairly

young man - scarcely up in his middle.life. And the@and the folly which brought

him to an yntimely end. Samson accepted the warning not of Justing after this woman.
7

And it became a snare seems to have referred to this story of Samson. When

in his caufigr anness, he gives this account of a woman. Proverbs 7:26.

7 i
\ That she hath cast down many wounded, yeamany strong men have been slain by her.

[ 7
Proverbs 6:26, that the adulteress shall hunt for the precious life.
yZd

Th.:'g,ﬂlz_a/d_mmm} that brought Samson to ruin, did so by flattery, falsehoods,

and by pretending to be kind.

Samson @ to have affection and love. - V. 4, This indicates that
he(:)urt d heé It was a sinful affection that he had for her. M

uncleanness with her ;
Now @woman was @ of all selfish., ©She was very cowii@ She

was ambitious to ug_c_a__s_gmsgx for her own material gain. Being proud of her ability
as a love.maker, she glori#ted in the fact that she was going to conquor an Israelite
judge.

She was false to the core. She was acting in behalf of her own country. In

order to deliver it from a great enemy.
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And she used her(love for ulterior motives>and_p_1_1_;,p.os&§. From the love of

Samson that he cared for her - that she responded was not true, (I; Eas a put up

b

love. . And Samson's fall and ruin begins in his first visit.

/7
The @ says, there is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end

thereof is death .// Proverbs 14:12.

\__—.L@- The @of the Philistine Lords. They told her that if she would
. ~

hugble him, they would afflict him. And you will entice him to know where his

@eat strength lay.) And by whatever means, you use, that we might bind him.

Now this is the/

is be&r_m_g_l:_r___c,k_a“) You remember that

his first account with the (f;rsg woman, he said you have not plowed wi

heffer, you would not have found out the riddle, Now @hilistlnes” again come

and engage Delilah, and they say we want you to get the secret from him.

They promise her(l1100 pieces of silw Someone has estimated this&ii?é_,_(_)p_()_.__\

secret of his strength. It was the { So

if they should give her 1100 pieces of silver, 55004m—-all - that which she had
been hired to betray one she pretended to love. So horrid and wicked is the love

of money, and is the root of it.

Our blessed was thus betrayed by one whom he called friend. And with
7 *_“

a kis.s too. For filthy lucen.

It is no marvel that this upchasted woman wag unjust and had no honesty.

J— went to work on hiwm, and he put her off. There is no reason to think
that these@g_g Samson followed in succession - that is, on the same day
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or on the same visit. It was very likely that there were fgour successive visits

and Samson paid to Delilah. And each time she beset him with her beauty and her
oy

gile.

So the first time, she said, I pray thee wherein is thy great strength.

M—L@- And Samson said unto her, if they bind me with seven @ that

were never dried, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.
\/ﬁ

She probably said in good humor and laughing ~ Samson LJynuLiuﬂquggmggngfgur

wondexful strength. I have often thought gbog;_ygnx_fige that has passed through

this part of the world, There is not a man among the Philiqi%ges that can match

you in any way. I will never mention it t one, and so with her soft voice - he

said you just bind me with thes raw bow stringg) ~ and T will be made as weak as

anyone else. So the néfgjyisit, she did this. And of course, Samson snapped these
—

like they were cotton string.

//

V.(IEEED - She plead with him again - and so he told her to use/new ropes.) Brand
\ 7

g

new ropes and tie him, And the Philistines waited. But that was not his secret.

C:;_jLng;ig'He told her on another visit to weave his hair in he{/IZZQB Pin his

hair to the wall. She did. But that did not prove te-be the answer. That was not

his strength. But she was coming neare;_iggﬂghg_gi@@. Samson had won_three victories
’ 'd

over the Philistines here. He says, I'll take ano /gnce. I'11 go down and

vigit Delilah and‘zill deceive herzégain. But this‘ygs just once téswéfggn. Because

this was the time that she was to extract’ from him the feeling of his heart ~(z;1§z;>

She was w?cked and restless. And she finally discovered that he had told her all

his heart. He had opeped his. heart to her,

first made sure of her

She had the lords to bring her and
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have that in hand first.

v.{19 ’~shé,putg,him_sg_sleeg_upon her knee. As you read this verse - you
P E i SW that window and see the blue sky. Look
) , == :¥

out and see the sun_and the Hehw Look out upon the vine s. You will not

be able to see these for every long because this will be your last sleep. You

will ayaken blinded

While he slept, Delilah sheared off his golden hair. The Philistines came

rushing in as Delilah shouted, the Philistines be upon thee. Samson stirred him~

. 7
self but he was ea,,s%'Lly conquored. @ uin en by rocking them to sleep. And

_ them o heir strength. Because when a man sleeps - his spiritual enemies
0y i 4 V———'—‘“""‘_ ~

z lr 7
V. V0 Aihf__d;—l_‘_‘edzﬁ - he wist -not; that the Lo . im. He
@'—Eﬁ?ﬁ}iﬂ: that this was the reason of the change. (E‘-{any}people have lost
PSR m\ o
the favorable presence of Gad and are not aware of it. There are many who have

(back—slidde% because they have provoked God. And their gifts have withered. God

has departed from them., When God has departed, we cannot do as at other times.

Samson shook hﬂ self as though he could defend himself. He did not know that
,—"—'\/_7

through @he had lost the blessing of God. Now Satan knows exactly where your

4
besetting sin lies. And where is the&eik’e_s__t’_p_%nt. This is @_g_f__gh,e,sad.des_t._

vérses in the Bible. @said, I keep under my body and bring it into subjection
e ——— e e T T

less by any means when I have preached to others - I myself shou , ~a-way.
I. Cor. 9:27. What Paul meant was that W@f. And that

his seryice would not be effective. Hence, he did not want to grieve the Spirit of

God, in any way, and lose the victory.

did not lose this strength aI‘Lu/n(ﬁn/e__ga_y. No, it was a steadily ebbing
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of the tide away from him. Now @15 the way that men lose their moral and

—7
spiritual strength. Fo here is a gr&t@tan@;.ng yonder in the

field. TIt's leaves_are ,g;_fg;en It's trunk appears to be sound and strong. And

e
then we have a great wind to blow and the tree goes down. And there is a lonely

place against the’sky. When the tree has fallen, you go and examine it - and the

C hsirt of iE/s/rotg_e;_)) It has just been waiting for the sufficient, strong wind,

to bring it down to ruim-s So asinks eradya o.ruin. And when the crisis

and the temptation come, the real cry, the P@itines be upon_thee - then that man

goes down.

o

It was an un_gg,n.cious_thi%g in the spiritual realm here with Samson. He was
_@&ﬂw_@ﬂihim for he was_a fool. é.e wist not) But he ought to
VA

have known that his @_];iﬂgg would lead to this loss.
Wansmoprramrm o sty —_——

P v

\%. o
sho:ﬁld know as they feel grief —-Mthe cottish/poet Burns tan:;%i;}one

7
time about life. ight have beenﬂfm are great possibilities for Samson.
Many of these were never fully realized. Very solomn  and awful thing it is to

hinder God's purpose.

Now Qdid not forsake him immediately. He bore along with him - for a long

time. And he ruled for 20 years.

Now thedeparted from him 7had to do_with twhat he had

rendered. Not his salvation,/ He had played fagt with loose sin - and now this

had departed. @meant that he was powerless, in service for God. So far as his
[

power was concerned, and yet he was unconscious of it.

Satan - Sampson's(strength)was due, to t ence of Jehovalf. ‘{L_t)was not

g

really tied up in his uncut hair. But in that JWTI\ only so long as
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he kept his N\%iaiii:g_%ow. And God allows his strength to be destroyed.

This is a bitter experience to learp - how that without God's presence
T LI

he was nothing at all.

It was the shield that Sé_m_a;gn.nh_a;l in his defense was his consecration

v
to God. His haiyr was only the sigp and the tok
— 7 =7 “i”£%7
Now, not let this though! pw:i.nd. That he parted with his
.__/
hair - the secret of his stxength. And the enemy of the soul to overcome him.

That is when he lived as if in the presence of God. And you can test daily your

consecration to God. @-- dgyn when he let go of God.

e —~

Now of a wigked woman but he won the victory and he is

an example to every young man and young woman. Not to forgive his obligations to

v

God. He said, hqw can I do this tAJiclcg/Qpess and siw_gg._i_n__s_{:__(io_d.)

I need at this pO;'LgF__}_Q_S_a;' that @) there is a time to be sii;nt - _there is —

also a time to speﬁtk. Perhapg teachers rs have been too,long tongue-tied

by a policy of silence o . That(@have not warned vyoung men and women

concerning the evils which coge,-:hmgh_in_@g_ina.t'yn which will soil theiﬁ"l}g’%gs,

s&g}hglr character, as(Ezekiel gaid - son of man hath thou seen what the ancients

e i P o
e i

of the house of Israel do in fhe dark.
o

Now to be forewarned is to be forearmed. We(neegz to repulse the carnal sin

ofw_%s,s. d, out of the heart proceeds evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false-witness, blasphemes - these are the things

that defile man. This thought that brxings polution and polutes his life. You
e "\———‘-—"—7

think of the things today that defile. The pictures, the 3 coestive books,

that are thrust upon young people today. Shops in our cities, they announce that
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they have pictures inside that are not openly displayed. DBooks with stories that

are indecent to read.

But to @ your morals to the level of the beast,@_tien must,have their

Q e

fling - another must will be insisted on coming to play. They must reap as they

P

have sown.
S

The book oid his bones are full of iniquity of his youth which shall
> S~ . e e PR
orn

lie-down with him in the grave. And Samson jvho practiced @and others

speak out against this immorality. People must make a decision about their own

sexual behavior.

t@‘ in his book on the Jesus Gemeration,

wrote a letter. 1 get home every two or three months. But when I do, my -girl

who

friend 11}51$ts that I have relations with her. She says her W

"J;t/f I am no prude and I hope to be married someday. But I feel that this sex

bit is unhealthy for every relationship.

The @r}g_S_, the mag'az/‘xmes—alude ~ the chew;e_mm&ers, the theatre owners,
the publishers - they talk about sex and accept public pudit anias_t,_l:gélsjﬁg. They

call this @_é%‘ﬂ-f_@) The true means of this is(sex polution} Now the fact

that everybody is doing it. I think there is only a napbrity doing it. And people

who say what I do in my gex life is my private business. Wight
7
to criticize me. I read a he other day of a who tells to young

people wherever he goes about his own father. He said that when he was a lad growing

his father tried to teach him about the hazzards of immorality. Finally he said

his father gave him a hammer and some nails. And after each offense of lying and
T
cheating, and evexy time he did something wrong — the boy said that his
i i i . the boy apologized, the nail could
hmd{ﬂgﬂ? a \1:12‘1 into the door of his reom ‘ e boy apolog >



~14~

be pulled out. Very soon, the youth noted that even though he withdrew the nail,

i

the hole remained. And that is what happens to your character the minister declared.
vt e st e e P

You can try to right every wrong -~ but each offense leaves a 5%55.
' S B TS DIt~ o

’/ v

Now ays the works of the fles/l}/ are_manifest which are these -

ad%%EEEX’ forpication, unleiEEEi? and lasgciviousness. The matter of senuality in

the life of Samson shaquld be g le 11 of us.
-7

In this d%Z’2f‘sgggggiggggggiﬁggl*:%}5, admonishes us mortify therefore uncleanness,

inorw, ewigg%ce - that is @,\ sex desires and appetites

- evil imaginations.

eached the position where he was deEra%ed -~ that he Eg_lggggx_hlusheﬁ,

He could }o from one woman. ther. Not distinguishing that there was good

-

and evil. And so in Rogigg_lig%7 Ggé)says that he gave them over to a reprobate
P / L. i o /

mind to do those things that were not convenient.

When he .part in fornication and sg&%_l_’i_m;g_g_c_o,\?e which goes on between

an unmarried man and an unmarried woman, that is pre—marital sex relg%;pns.
rarriec map

The §ib1d in I Cor. 6:18 says flea fornication. He that that committeth fornication

sinneth against his own body. Xnow ye not that the unrighteous shall inherit the
kingdom of God. Be not deceived, fornicaters shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

I. Cor. 6:9.

Now purity and chasity is a particular Christian wirtng. Now is
the no in a pﬁggguyg;ld, Cfaul z;g young Timo gy to keep himself pure. It is

God's w1ll that you should keep pure in person.

marriage is

in, But sin is a word that we may rarely hear

today. But I want to remind you that this is wyong. And flea youthful lusts.
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2 Tim. 2:22.

&V',@” Sin pr°veslawhr;@:l
the t out hi _Jej They blinded him. Thi a most cruel and
y put ou 13‘ e y blinded S was a most crue

ancient custom. There are many instances in Scripture and in History. 2 Kings 25:7,
Ca— Listory 5

Numbers 16:14 where they deprived the persgg_gi;all—pewex~ta;dg“hé;gk Some nations

put out the eyes of all their slaves. In many gountries, rivals to the throne had

their eyes put out. n_Persig )it is not uncommon for the king to punish a rebellious

v
district. By exacting so magy;pggndsnaf_sggs. The executioners go and scoog?out
the eyes, of those they\ggg, until they had the weight required. Sometimes the eyes
were pylled or cut out. Sometimes a rﬁéwhgiuixgn@mas,%;awn before them. Sometimes

7

the pugilEQEQxeapiezggg_%;/destroyed. And there were times when they would take the
vhole eye out with the poigﬁ_gf_g_gggggr, and carry it to the king in a basin.

In some cases when unskilled hands were employed, the victim died.
xilled han

%gcdng% they bound him with bronze chai brass - on both hands and both

feet, were these fetters. In ordinary cases leather was used, but in the case of

Samson they used brass.

they have him gr\i_r_l‘c_l_i_.r_l_g__gxain_{in the prison, The millstones were worked

by the hands. They employed him in the work of a slave.

The deviltg/crowd ejoiced. God’was dishonored.

Samson had gchangéa the glories of being a judge.
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The glories of serving God. The glories of b%ﬁ;rlg a Nazarite. These were
§

some of the t. Samson coul@longer see the things that

"needed to be done in God's kingdom.[ He was blind. His hands were in bands. He
[

was in the chain gang.

e,

@ The Bible states that the@of hig head began to grow again. The
s = 4 A /
Lords of the Philistines - }&_@it this point set up a|big festival

s

@gon» their God, the fish God - shaped like a fish and like a man. And it was
a famed temple. It was symbolic of power that they had. All of the contests between

God and Dagon reasserted now that Samson had been captured because of this Cod.

|

So here in the temple of the God, Dagon, blind Samson and these half drupken Lords

and their ladies bring in Samson. And they said, let us make

merry.

So they brought him out of th@— here is the huge figure of a

man. His hair has grown again. And there is saddness though because he is sightless.
iy o o™ e

They begin to mak@rt of him.> And perhaps there in ths the face of

a looking down. A beautiful woman -~ Delilah. She looks on upon her companion
et

e

and probably she shouts down some mockery.

- About 3,000 men plus a lot of en and children that were here in

this feast, and all of the(,@e Philistinev Lo@rere there who had bribed Delilah.

o

And had paid the money for Samson. They were in on this feast.

this power was replenished., It had cost him everythi 7 V. 25. He was

standing between the two pillars, and Samson began to offer somg prayer. V. 28 -
‘b@ s
e

He prayed earnestly unto God.
P
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Here's a(%?od sermo%)for the(égck slidder%/tonight. That spiritual power
—
isvgiven for the good of others. And the deliverance of others. And this man

through sin had lost that spirit and that power. And had lost his spiritual
—_— - \VZ

sight. GréEgiggfig_;he_mill_in_sin. Follow1Qgﬂaftg;ﬂxhasffigiiil — had been

appointed a deliverer of Igrael. But now he is powerless. He cannot help any
. I\_________’_,_...__-

body. He canpot help the gray haired_yggén, the_gxandmnrfs;, or those of old
- ——e—e—

age. He cannot hear the CEX\Of a soul asg a jud§e. Samson had been appointed of

God to deliver. To come and help these people. And as you reflect upon these

things, you think about how great a back slidder he was.

And that is the ’__Xou just about have to kill a back
A_’——-—"~/—>
sl;dder to get him to come back tz/hod They get so ggz‘gﬁgjénd they grow so

i%i£££g€§pt that you have to kill them to bring them back to God.

But wait - Samgggliﬂégix;heifgfg%; again and something important is about to

take place.
Samson has re d.

Samson has come back to God and he asks thi ‘ﬂ}% to conduct him so that he

could get ahold of these

And he is prazing4>oh Lord God, remember me. I pray thee, strengthen me,
I pray thee only once oh God.

And we know how much his life had been igggnsistfg;. And probably there are

some of you living the same way. He@ﬁ§£§§§>to feel the hand of the Lord again

ypon him. Qfgggggx_me* He was éélgthlnking of elilah) - or the women he had gone

with, or the @ that he had slept E_Eb/ He was w




-18-

Strengthen me. He had prayved remember me. @ strengthen me, Not of
hiw’ml strength was he thinking about - but he was thinking about the

power of God. Jusft/ogr.e, he wanted this just one more time to feel the presence

of the power of God in his life.

he said hegwanted to deal with his enemiea Before he had sided with

them and now he wants to get on the Lord's side in the clogé&g hours of his life.
T

A_ériiling sacrificiz>— he is no,longer thinking about himself. But he is thinking

about God's business. Rom.f:L—Z. I beseech you therefore brethren that you

Y

-
present yourself a living sacrifice.

S ——
@Ew;w, glad to die, if he could strike one last blow for God.
’ - )
As Samsonf, and bends in the power of the spirit, he pulls down

that tremendous bui}/ding. As the crash of the—temple, Dagon )was buried, the

Philistines were dead. And there to one side is another face. T think you
W

M—_—_——-7
recognize it in the dust - it :'Ls Now she had her wish - had learned

—-
the sec_zg,;,o.ﬂﬂa.:?on's strength. But has legrned the dreadful iud@ent

and retribution. She has also learned the strength of repentance and faith in

God, and it was the thing needed.

Oh Lord, God, remember me. Samson's(relatives Jcome and claim his body from

the ggu_,ins. And buried him in a burial ground back home,

I wonder(tonight)how many people would pray, God, remember me, and strengthen

me only this once. That may be you d. It may be yéur de. This
may be your hour. You have Md. You have bWandments. You

have sinned against him. WNow you may. not have been out with harloi/:g or had the

women that Samson had - but you have siqned against God. But God is merciful.

P
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HUOW that man that comes to him. Call on him now. Pray

as Samson did - Oh Lord, God, remember me -~ I pray thee. And strengthen me, I
member m

pray thee this once. I thank God that only this once it was a heart-felt prayer

for forgiveness. It was one that was courageous. It was a decision that was right.

And it was one that brought happiness for life.

\@ said his mother put g wash out on the line and it 1&9&@%
They forgot about it and left it out gver night. He said he slept im-the-left of

the home and the next morning it had snowed. He looked out and the barn was covered.

The cedar trees were bencli\%g over with snow. And he says the wash did not look

so white. What had happened.
—

If yop beside Christ, you will see the difference.

White is perfecs. Ctht.

@n.q ome stains upon his life and he had to @on God to clempse
amnp——— \/

him. He knew that Nazarite vow.
arite ve

o



