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"CAUSING OTHERS TO SIK"

I Kings 22:52

INTRODUCTION:

Atext) that seems to be afformulaiin one man's life is what we focus on
NSRRI
today. And(he’did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the Mgy of his

fg;ggx and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboagm the son of HNebat,

who made Israel sin.

This text is giving the v of Ahaziah, the son of Ahab. But in giving
the history of that King, it(tells) the life stg:yﬂqf&Jerobgaﬁi) The Bible has

much to say about the sin of this man. There are many references made to his sin.
v
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<§g§=§é£Zgast its shadow over the(reign)of fifteen of the Kings of Israel. His sin
—— e PR ey
was the most serious for that time, and for centuries. It was felt in the life of

Israel.

This perhaps might have

been his missipn)in life. It may be the(feaso?>why~;2 is_hg;e. That it might become

a warning for even you today.

o

There are\many/individue ; who seemingly have no other,miag%gp -

than to/ﬁarn qg) And the story of Jeroboam is one.

The story of | Vis another that warns men against sin.
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The story of the man in Joshua's army who brought destruction to his
al h et i At e e

Vd

own army.
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Tha s}ory %ch sold his Lord for 30 pieces of silver ~ that was a

-
horrible mission. And now as we think about the mission, of this man(iéiéboam;\
.,

)

s . . eSS
simply stated causing others to sin.
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A RELICTOUS PEQR

Now if we took the Bible and read it - all that it had to say about this

one man, there would be(éééiZiéééééE}that would grow out of it-as-te-how he
caused Israel ta sin,

In the story of Jeroboam, we find thatﬂﬂ!becqm@s"a»lqadq;woﬁ'a:ye

peogle. liowever,

Tie did ot look up and pray for the h%lgﬂgiwﬁﬁéyen, when he came to his throne.
.-—-.————‘-’V' -~
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i, more or less, any need to call upon-God. lHe did not need God's

counsel or wisdom. He turned to human wisdom, fleshly cleverness. And he
,-/ - D

sought to carry forward the Kingdom when he came to the throne.

~
ithout
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He felt that with his own hands, he could manage this Y

Go

mhirdistian

people. And there may be a greatigulfgbetween religion and Christianity. Now all

men sometimes, have some sort of religion. Without exception, éven an atheist. Who

does not claim the name of God will have some kind of religion. He has a

conscience, and he has a memory, and he knows that there is going to be a judgement.
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(E;;;;;;;>came to the ghrome and he found Xeligious people - that as a rule.

He was to ryle over these religious people. Now, yet, Jeroboam did(ﬁai)recggnize

the worship of the-true God. DBecause the worship of the true God meant a rigid way

‘,____’__——-

of life. And the worship of the true God meant the cutting off of sin. And the
worship of the true God meant death to selfishmess. And it meant that you were
i /"

going to treat men correctly and right. And that you were going to be righteous

in every way.

Now findings, as he did, these religious people, he saw that he needed to deal
with the situation. So he said, we will divert the people from the worship of God.

And we will turn them to the worship of idols,

.

HE REVOLUTLIONIZE

Keep in mind, here is a re;igzgysﬁpeople. How he is going to revo}ggignize

. 1 s o s . ™ . . .
their worship. He is going togtryzto change - he is resolved that he is going to

someliow keep these people from God. 5o the & fjﬁn the Bib%@ points out how he

N

went about it. ILe made GWE images) two golden cslves, and he set them up in one

section of(BgtheéQ— and then, he built another one and had it set wup in the

to encourage

4#{’
Northern section at/Da 12:28 And he said to the people, want
N A cecs

you to worship. He probably said something like this -'it is too difficult for you

to go up to Jerusalem to worship. That is asking too much. Religion should be an
o e SRS IRy -~ e '

easy thing. There should be no hardship about it. Their should be no restraint

- no_self-denial, HNo taxing difficulty - no_strenuous labor. Nothing rigid. (I }

I have made the image of God for you.

And you do not have to take a(igggwjourney to Jerusalem — there to worship God. But
Y

you may worship-Ged-xright here.
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Z—‘m@g_was talking tqc}gf, to a great mass of people - he would say

to worship. Just turn on the

£nd in his<;azzg)¥§y, Jercboam turned away the true

P

worship of God's people.
= == .
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Mow the thing is, he resolved to\keep jthe pecnle, ,mwﬂmjg“wwghnﬂw&”_v*”w;;g@

to the house of God. He pgfﬁggggﬁ the people that the galvgs were the true images Q\‘~\f>

of Cod. 12:28.

le abused the perlleﬂes)— that divine prov1dence had given him in putting him

in that great position. It was God who brought Jeroboam to his position. On the

throne, and God Almighty could remove him.

Though he was put there by !/ Almighty God. Just as sQon as he got on the throg;,

without any delay at all, the King sought ways and means whereby he might utterly

ignore God, and turn the people away from‘%gﬂ.

We might say here, that any man who is given success, and(uses} that success in

the wrong way,  will be brought to ruin. There are people who are given leadership,

prominence, and they become selfish and use that success in the wrong way. And they
<é§§§£flff,ffﬂﬁ.a high andﬁgmﬁolzwgggﬁ and the day is going to come when that individual
|8 hieh ant £t
will be defeated. Let any man in that position - God will see to it that such a man
who wastes his influence - gets to the place where he cannot lead men at all. Ve

find this true in history. Yet, here is a man who trifles with it for his own glory.

And without exception — there are men who havg

od - think

/;ﬁaid of him, the greatest marvel

v

Ye was a genius in the military world. AngA
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is more brain packed into his human skull than any other man, in the way of ;eadershi?.

As he led over men - he was %agﬁﬁﬁéégéif but he used Lis leadership to a selfish end.

And while hie was there on the lome island of °t,_halﬁaa_.gglled and defeateg - he

died.

This Qggh;_ta\hg_ggiggggiﬁto politicans who are clever - today, they are up on
LY

a pedestal, but they are in the ditch to_ggsgw. They will sooner or later be defeated.

pri et

Let him forget the high claims of the state and the best interests of the citizens,
and go on improperly using the success that God has given him, it will bring him

down to his own defeat, To defeat and doom.

e,

N
The whole lesson is that no people should suffer themselves to EQIEEZEQQ_

discig&§9§,gi_liﬁe It will lead to deterioration tomorrow.
—— \,/.

if

is too long. The labor is too much . T@E_EEEEEE§§~§re too many & ‘!;b

simple and easy Tet us somehow b ing religion right to your own homes. How instead
4 (; gmwﬂmﬁwmme 3 £ - o

of going to Jerusalem to worship,( I @111 make images of bod And put him right here
g

s make relicion

at your gate. It will be an easy thing for you to worship -~ and we will have not
the need for discipline to worship God - but just relax, and we find that general

— ____———-—-———V-
deterioration and the character of Israel set in because he persuaded the people to

do this.

(insincere.
You know, this was the decisi of an{insincere @ did not mean to conform

' ~\ s . . . :
his life to what was right. In fact, he was fot) interested in doing what God wanted done.
PESRehiRI RTINS
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He was trying to fool those people to think that he was reaching some end by

some sort of means. There is no need for a man to be so strict and conscientious.

About his religio

the great principle of goingvgg_ggélﬁﬂiﬁmp%?. And lets make some substitutions -

and at that moment, the nation was doom for downfall.
—

. if
Jeroboam made Israel to sin. You read that whole story - and it is an gwful phrase

to see how Israel sank, how Israel went down in forgetfulness of God. Idolat¥y,
v

into passion, into waste, into wreck, and into doom.

We have to understand his whole\formula)was bound up in causing others to sin.

He found a religious peogég_when he came on the throne. Solomon had acknowledged
Cod. And there had been a let down. But now when this man comes to take over the

Northern Kingdom, following Solomon's death -~ we find that he revises and revolutionizes
_—‘——‘"'—’—«—-.._.__‘__‘,_:‘_7-

their worship.

of influence. Our Scripture text says to us, that

It tells about(@ééggék— the king of Israel.

The ways of Jeroboam. And in his sin. 16:2, 19. You read about the consequences

of this man's sin.

Tlow (contagious Ja man's influence is - he so behaves himself as to make all of

Israel sin. WNow here is the peril and the power of influence. Is there anything that

so stirs a man's heart today, as the power of influence.



ink erly and think about your
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\\
ged about his neck.
That he be cast out into the depths of the . That he should cause some little
jt P
one to_stumble.
What about the ¥ . the leaflets, and the pamphlets that
people read. Some people make their cantribution in life through a book. And
' g 7
many times, it is filled with poison. Little by little, that person puts a virus
E—— j -
into the very blood of the public, the noted =nglishman said this,
\\

(ihen he was he was a bog ééadZman gut into his hands a_“amﬂnlet which he read 1n;%§

fe even to the hour when he was

ninutes. But, which left its talntwpn his

writing - and he was then an old man.

a time the writer of a newspaper, oY a mggggine.axg;cle, or a tract,

or a book ~ a man may wgitewggygjgggigggg that will be very Eg_i,g_oné to a soul.

nd it will be awful poison -- and it will kill the body.

Ve see this take place in public life, in the lives of men who live in the
____.,.'-——-—""’7"

public., They are careless. And reckless with their influence. They cause others
‘ = o : Q/-V ST ‘

aid, one day, in answer to the reply L Jid you get started.
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Jhere on earth d rou contract is i < i i 7 1
(<twjy irth did you cont this ruinness habit of drink{ Where did you get

mmmmm =
it from. He said, I got it from going with my superiors. My ggg&gyers. Je \took trips,

T T * e i:;;-ﬂﬂl-ﬂﬂ-gnmw
we went on excursions. And the older mep, olégg/;han.l, drank morning, noon, and.ploht,

iy employer pressed it again and again into my hapgds and said, bo
B e ]

do not be timid
. g ‘“””””‘ﬁ“*iﬁ'*

Drink with us. Now the boy, who started out that way - is in the clutches of drunkenness.

~—

Fighting tremens.

How there have been(a lotZof,Jeroboam's who have broken manz,motheg‘é E:g:gs.

And have contributed to the dammation of There have been Jeroboam's

who have taken sleeg from the father's eyes. Making many a drunken son. There have
o wMN e # P

e

been Jeroboams who have marked many a young man for a drunkards grave. That means
a drunkards Nell. What can Jeroboam mean to be so careless with his conduct and his

example. And his inflggpce - by bringing such results as these.

L
Tbis/bld Testament stor

r has a bearing eve

We could make application today in the affairs of the(gg;ggﬁ,41n the affairs

of this.g£;;;> There are laws that are made that destroy public conscience. Jeroboam
L=} i T

can make all of Israel to sin. By preverting and debasing laws.

A man can be careless in the management of a city's life. This entire city.

And produce a terrible forgetfulness, of the will of gsg. The forgetfulness of

God by any city, will produce gangrene in the city - and mark it for destruction.

Men in position, in the city, in the state, who do not look for guidance

from God, what if they fail to do this, Well, they tear down. Rather than build up.
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influence has not been what it ought to be, you will decide right now - I am going to

correct the error of my wrong way.

The second thing that *ill decide to do is — seek God's mercy for forgiveness.

tnd saving grace.

/ e

I want to close with thig
tie was preaching in a seen

in the congregation. And he was dggg}z_iggg;ggﬁed in these youﬁg men, And one day,

he stopped by their law office to confer with them about their personal religion.

They received him, and he asked them{wh

side., They said, we will give you a reason - perhaps, you will mnot think it is a good
Se——— -\M £

one. And then they mentioned the name of a distine 0 of the city vhom the

preacher had known for some years. And they said, he is nmot a Christian. lle is pot
. X

a chux sember, And we have taken him for ¢

The minister's reply was —-(yowhave indeed chosen a splendid man. He is one of
= = MW

the most interesting men I have known.
w

Then they saidy-he rarely goes to church., He is a brilliant lawyer. He is
1%

a most useful citizen. And we have concluded if he can afford to pass up personal

religion - we can afford to follow his example,

e

£ft-and _went straight way to the Swdge's officgd
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And fortunately, found him alone, iie greeted him and the Judge invited him to
'udge invited ni
v ‘

be seated. The minister said, I need not sit down Judpe - you are busy and so am I,
' , S et o= T L DY an -

o

I've come to ask you alquyes

of whicéh position he will hurt somebody else. jl
L P = B e i

With deep earnestness - hLe promptl:_égﬁyered - a positive "No. A man has no

”jf your question in ethics.‘/

/

had said, and how they were

to the Judge. He wgggfgygx_;ﬁ_ghgﬂwindow ~ looked out across the.city - for several

L)

question,

moments. e came back and he said —<§\canpot answer that

‘ﬂalﬁaid, only one way, sir.l

lle took the preacher by the hand and said, I will be at the services tonight.

And without another word, he left. The day passed on and night fell. And the man

of God stood up to preach. He saw the two

then, the Judge entered and was seated near the front. That evening, he preached
R A ABRSR -rv—

R

as to one man. When the sermon was finished, he gave the invitation. Which the Judge
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knew he was included. And Bromptlz he arose and came forward - and grasp his hand

and said - your question in ethics got me this morning. (4s>soon as you left my office,

T locked the door, fell on my knees and said. oh God, has it come to this ~ thag,l am

staying out of the

¢
f. And by the power of my perso

Kingdom of God mygel

causing others to take the dovnward way. Forgive me and help me that my influence
SRR RN SRS

l RN

may be saved as well as my soul,
e—————

OBy spis

He had just-finighed saying this to the preacher - and the preécher said, look

Q‘—-“'_—\
Judge behind you.

the minister. And they said, wh

™
The (power’ of influence for evil or for Eood, is great.
T ey
W

Fshall it be in your case? The soul destiny of others as well as your

. 3
own. Haybe determined by the aniyp¢¢52u make.,

~

What a(ééétﬁggfz\recorded in the Scripture —(i;;;£oam% the son of Nebat, who

made Israel to sin. I hope and I pray today - that your decision may be right in the
m

sight of God.



