[

| rf) - 5 y %/iﬂfm WKRT -

TEE MIGHTY DEAD

Exodus 13:19

i U
And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him. Cﬂbthis Memorial Day we
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honor the memory of men _fallen in battle. Thetoo of our fathers and

moegsrs, sons and daugh;grs, brothers and sis;grs ~ those who have died for

us and have lived for us. There can be no doubt that those who gave their
lives in war, and those who have watched over our lives in the peaceful

confines of home were acting in your behalf. Much was done and endured for

our sakes.(ﬁWﬁaE@can we do for their s%ggs. They felt it their duty and they

under their duty. If you had asked them ) was the compelling force
ndertoals y y 23

that led them to serve humanity in some special way, they would say to save

our homes and those we love.
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j some sensitive women of Co]unbuq Miss., decorated not only the
graves of their own dead who had given their lives in the great Ciwil War,
but also the graves of Northern soldiers who were buried there. The(noblg)

dqg_c‘l inspired others to do the same. it is an annual custom and it has
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become nation-~wide, Memorial Day.
ronTwl

It has become a beautiful,da; of tribute. Celebrated with music, parades,
— *—W————? Loasis il

sgggghgs, decorating of graves, and those who have died in the wars of our

nation. It has become an effective way of helping us remember those who have

made it possible for us to be where we are and to have what we have today.

Those who have paid the supreme sacrigégg. Those who have become expendable.
— o

Those who die that others may live.
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This is one of the natural experienc%% of human life. Thg§g_mhg_d;9 to

make the full life possible for others. The most tragic fact of reality is

that some of us must be sacrificed for the rest of us.

- none of us doubt

Memorial Day reminds us of thelhistorical
Mg

for a moment that we are citizers of the greatest republic in history of

mankind. Because so many gQVe their lives to make it possible. When we think

of the thousands of militafy personnel who have died during America's wars.

All the way back in York Toym, Flander's F%eld, GeEE%EBurg, Pearl Harbor, Korea,

Vietnam.

And we think of Arlington Cemeterz and similar gardens around the world.

The silent graves of hundreds of Americans who give a testimony that everything

costs. A.ndéfwmost of all. WSN— Vo BA G Fdst —

(ﬁgda§3would be a good day for us to remember that others have given their
; ﬂ_;- L >

lives besides the military, for liberty and for_health. Think of the v;éﬁ@;?E)

who sacrificed the security of their homeland to carve out thé wilderness of

America. We may never forget the §i£§£_g£%¥p of those who came to this land

equipped - but they faced death.

poorly c}othed, half starved, untrained, badly

it

But they made the nation secure.

There have been scientists and inventers who have gone against the odds of
nature and have brought industrial revolution and have shared with the martyrs

and the heroes.

There have been those in medical fields that have made progress and have
W =

become the world’'s noblestﬂegpéﬁéables. A multitude of these have died and
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suffered the agony of disease and affliction.



There have been thq&gfigﬁgducation, bugig&;s, politics, religion ~ who
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have crusaded and have{pgg their lives on the line. In every age and in
PhG e Y ne - every age

every area of life, there are those who have been expendable ~ people who
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have had to lose that others may gain.

y &
we have done without them. Wasn't their very act of sacrifice

more successful and more essential than all of the little acts of selfishness

vhich we exhibit.

We could even of the supreme example of our(Tord Jesus Christ

- =7
think of how he loved life. Fvery tlade of grass, every pgggézgg?;hﬁj;ose.
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And of how much he must have wanted to keep living in this great world.

He touched it. And think of his marvelous power and his compassionate love.
-~ )

But he offered it to a sick world.

Cﬁg;gbwho have the most to live for are often the quickest to give up
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their lives. Thev are the most alert, the most sensitive, the wost talented.
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vywho could have lived in luxury, in softness, and in ease.
, atilubeiitas g

But they turned their lives over to a great purpose and a great cause. They

There arg man

consecrated their powers to a service that was perhaps dangerous.

Think of the Jwho knew what a man had to decide. When he

ta@gs up the crﬁégj/ Not simply bearing the burden but he must be ready to die

for a cause.

égéééééggfuffered martyrdom by being slain with a sword at the distant

city of Ethopia. Was hanged upon an olive tree in the classic land of
e = 7

Greece.
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(John }as put into boiling o0il. But he escgp_escy death and was afterward

branded at P/afg_uos.

é_ ;}ms cruc1f1 d at Rome with his head downward
@the greater, was beheaded at Jerusalem.

t‘le less, was thrown from the temple. And then beaten to death
[

with a club.

( Andrew ivac ‘round to a cross - when he preached to his persecutors until

he died.

homa; was run through the body with a lance.
et

@was shot to death with arrows.
was first stoned and then beheaded.

Barnabas) of the Gentiles was stoned to death, at Salonica.
S y
@ after various tortures, and persecutions was at length beheaded at
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Rome by the emperor HNero.

Such_was the Eate of the Apostles according to traditional staterments

and recorded in the Christian index. -

we think of the mighty dead - truly Memorial Day challenges us to be

thoughtful concerning those who have paid the supreme price. Today, as

Memorial Day, a grateful nation should pause to remember the valiant men
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WhQ_h§¥ﬁ~gi!§2_EEEi£_}i¥§f in the defense of their couptry. It is difficult

to find appropriate words and means to express our true gratitude. As I have
said already, every day ought to be a Memorial Day for Christians who recall

the supreme sacrifice of Jesus.

1] ] 7 .
S~ I've taken a text tonlght from the 0ld Testament (\Exodus 13:19A It rells

about M%gggﬂgéki%%_up*the_hgggs of Joseph and carrying them with him to the

land of Canaan. And as we think of the mighty dead T want to do so under three
heads. First, the(%ggggf) of the mighty dead. Second, the é@egl}gg;ipz)of the

mighty dead. Third, the<§sigggg for the mighty dead.

I. THE REOUEST OF THE MIGHTY DEAD

Israel that ye shall carry up my bones hence. This was a great request. Now

— (every seasoned(goldi knows that an extra ounce to the pack in the morning is
: : \
an extra qgggd hefore evening.
Fvery soldier knows that he must not g;gggl_;gg=é§ght. But he must rid

himself of all extra weight before going into battle. It is a struggle to put

aside the sengégggggézgg%;nS, letters, photographs, and other so-called things

for necessities. And if they do not chose to get rid of that, they will have

a heavy burden before the day is over.

N The strict request of Jeseph that his bones should be carried back to the
;—-———"'—V -

1§33_g;,hg§_g§§g%is. Yet apart from this,(had Moses not done so, he would have

— ey
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Because this mighty g%n had value. And to carry the memory of his departed
7/

loved ones and friends, and as a hero - was a great value to Israel.
e

e mighty deaddhad been able to carry the burdens of the nation before.
=2 = =

And now the Eggggﬁof Joseph was to become their burden. As he requested it, and

I do not think it was a very difficult or hard request, for these men to fulfill.

It is the Cb;istian.G;E;)tg_gﬁxxx“g;;hcg§zon the_path of life the _bones of
our-mighty dead. Those of stephzhad sworn to the Israelites to carry him. We
e - (’
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are bound up with the men and women of the generation before us - and we cannot

~.

too carefully carry along with us their nmemory.

Our debt to these that have immediately preceeded us in life, who have
‘ 7

set us an example of a consistent Christian course.

—~
(@ iving Christian man does not feg} that to_some.Christian person

Eggightg older than himself, perhaps still alive or else maybe has_passed

awvay., e is indebted for the many changesg

that have taken place in his life.

Maybe some mighty dgid have been the result of him turning away from dumb
™~

idols and worshipping the living God.

<§E§Z)gratitude is not due in each such case. Such memories are to be

cherighed, clung too. Mot given up for he to vhom we owe so much is dead.

v/ ‘7
Being dead, such a one still speaketh. And it is well that our hearts

shall still hear his voice or her voice. And be thankful for it.

t/ i’
Now ye shall surely carry up my bones away hence with you. Now this was
» S

a choice of Joseph's heart was still with his own people. The Hebrews were

as yet as aégandfu; of shepherdsé) And here was spiritual greatness which was

A e
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lacking in Egypt. And he gets them to pledge themselves, He was not ashamed

to be called one of the humble settlers and he declared to them that he preferred

a grave - to be buried with them rather than to be in the crowded mausoleum

So we have this request. And this charge.

Josh, 25:22.
M

We must note here thatdéose%}discharged this sacred charge and request,
= s /

In the day of Israel's freedom, his body was to be taken in the great procession

/

as these slaves left.

This{ teaches ys something tonight - to pay some heed to the last requests

X}

of departing loved opes and friends.

) e ¢ [ o
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Many people are heedlesgs of the rf?hesggf the dead. And any promise made
to them is speedily forgotten.
It was not so with w;/gs. He honored the request of this mighty dead.
" ny of you ton%gg; are unmindful of the xeg ;;g%s - or that was made
of you of some person that was dead. How many young men are unmindful of the
L S
requests of their buried parents.
- IT. RECOLLECTIONS OF THE MIGHTY DEAD
AR

In this matter of recollection, we go back to Gen4 50:2;3— we read that

Joseph prophesied that God will surely visit you., As they recollected the
A"V - e ETE e e

YR )
W g e
‘ prophecy)of the mighty dead, it was not being fulfilled. He had lived 110 years.
/ ] : — ’L’/—
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They had‘embAmbed thegéod; and pu;~;:i;:zzz§%?;;§

taking up the bones, of the mighty dead. And they were_ trsnsporti

And now they were

The cherished relations and memories which they had came back to life. Too
ons Bl

many times it is a common practice to shut out the memory of the deceased.

N
I know bereavement is a terrible thing and grief is really something that
PR = : )
gggl;gggg_gg. And many times people resolve that they will not think upon their

dead. And yet it is quite possible to turn away so quickly - that we forget

all of the rare qualities. But Christians will,regain the dead in their thoughts.

They will recollect those things that were for good. They will think about their
wqggsa And in this is an unseen help that may help in the struggle of the days

ahead.

‘¢ 2/
\\\\\\ (géoseph%pad said, God will surely visit ng; Gen.50:25. And he:.,h:cxd._digglh_~
A— he had pat_vet received the Qroméges. 0f having seen the

promise land,“the land of Canaan. At the time of Joseph-death, there wverefew

t2§33§. That Israel would ever grow to be a great people or a special people.

And that they would go to a land flowing with milk and homey. But Joseph's

faith rested on God's plain word. God had said that this time would come and

it did. And those who trusted it - even though they were ridiculed, they had

confidence. They had a recollection of the mighty dead. Who had prophesied that
' ] Bt pd

th%ﬁ/ﬂguld~tak§_g%9pe. And the mighty dead increases our powers.

indeed who does nqt know where there is a spot, a mound and a grave - where he
ol wh Q Qv L. Lpounc anc 2. A el
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can stand and suymmons to his side a presencg that will glow again with some

Cormras——————

e,

high.ideal. And then determined to(go)away and achieve it,
s @ avay cieve ~ -

@-) nothing to Moses @he desert sun was hot and the march
S v ~7, < ="

e
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was long., And the water failed. The food was scarce. The people were restless,
e -~ g —
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ng(ﬁgjpgrrleqﬁthe bones of Joseph.

TN pix-atiod Came As Ry W-ﬁéefk -977}24 %59%{;Lw_i ~Sold s Sherve. —
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ph and the bones may _have lain in the silent splendor of

mg?p;1 6§tead of going, wandering with his people. But here in the wilderness,

g

Moses Jcould touch them and take heart. ¥He could use them as(gj;;;;ﬁtbat it was

bs}ter to seek a promised land in the hills and valleys, than to live in the

level life of Egypt.

The mighty degdA_,They offer ug. _ igion). They make somehow drudgery

turn to a radiant quality. Both glorify the idgals. They make a man courageous

and steadfast.

WE::?* Th agéiéngg_ggﬁ;::;;5§ There were 2,000 people. They had heen requested
T— ] y e -
not to applaud. When the( etary of Navy) Frank Knox, distributed diplomas
T ===

there was a mid-shipman. He spoke these

o : /
words-too. ‘Remember vour father did not lose his life - he gave fg)]The man
[ I

°
"

to 547 graduates, December
aﬂ-’—_———_- P

he addressed was Igaac Campbell Fidd, of Long Beach, California - whose father,

Rear Admiral Tszac €. ¥idd was killed at Pearl Harber ~12 days earlier by an

attack of the Japanese. Young Xidd, pale and composed listened to this brief

tribute to his father. szlgd, shook the hand of Secretary Knox, returned to
/

his seat and requested that he be assigned to submarine duty.

There was recollection of the mighty dead and a mighty applause went up

e

from the 2,000 who were there.

11T, RESPECT FOR THE MIGHTY DEAD

- ’ \ "
Y 2 VIn J the Bible says that Moses, the bones ofd&seglwere brought

Shechem;) The land had been bought by Jacob for 100 pieces of si%yer,‘or
100 lambs. As N
it

> And hence Moses took the bones of Jospeh with

him. And brought them to this burial place. And there the mighty dead received
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the respect of the w@glg_gg;ign.

c If vou could look at that<1;;£;;;;;;>and somehow get it

mind, the 1ife of Joseph - he is now 110 vears old. His children and his
childrens' children are by his sidg. And these are his words, I die, but God

shall surely visit you. And bring vyou 0 into the land where

he swegar to Abraham, to Isaag, anq\fgwg;ggér/=And Joseph touched the bones of

his father's and saw the visions. And I commission ZQH~LQ~liZm_ZE£§§§§21U a
resting plaee—in the land of Israel.

Thisgﬁﬁ:igé ri%htjm In fulfilling this commission. We do not think of
these in our memories of the dead, they are our living saints. Gi;hjg;jggggi

are mighty, how much more the mightier of them as we see them with the light
of life upon their faces. As we mourn then, we summons them to service and to

serve us. And we need to translate this into a powerful experience.

This is the fulfillment of the ancient proghesy. That Joseph took an
1924

oath of the children of Israel. And in God's plan and purposes, they planted

him in the proper resting place. The last &;;wggzggjbf life are often most

va{ggb%;. And impressive. GCod can kindle the fire of prophesy in the soul
—_—7

of a dying saint. And it can bring much to those who sorrow.

— Ag((Sir William Niduié%said, the darkest days of World War IT 9:22

i

T

ithour the shedding of blood, thg%%géﬁ;&ﬁif'and then he paused, he looked

around in a most impressive way and then added, there is pothing, there is no
A e e

cggggfy, no civilization, there is no Christianity! And this was followed by
223110 Ar et
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a great and tigilzﬂgggsage, on the meaning of sacrifice.

— Ande-as €

3 comes to another Memorial Daz, the rich memory ‘and respect

that we have for those who have passed on. How much do we owe those who have

et
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sacrificed their lives for others. Others have labored and entered into our
I

labors. But here is our inheritance which is long andﬁ;%;h. We owe a great

debt as we think of those that are scattered out over the country, in the towmn,

in the city, in the cemetery -~ many have monuments and manydo not.

Nt

today to mothers, Yi%ﬁéa fathers, sisters

and brothers of those brave soldiers who have made the supreme sacrifice in
= —— ;

wars. And our prayers go up for these families, and for all those who have
lost or given in any way individuals through the supreme sacrifice. We would

respect their memory today as this is Memorial season when the whole nation

assembles to pay tribute to the memory of all of our heroes who have fallen.

We need to have some reaction to patriotism again. To law and order,

to truth and righteousness, to humanity and to God. To be a patriot means

more than just to salute the star._spangled banner. But it means that we

must be at our best. If you would bg_g_gggé_giﬁi&en and be true and stand
for the principles of this v. The man who reserves the right to
disobey any law whatsoever, because it does not please him - hé is a constructive

anarchist. The only liberty we know is liberty under law. And so called

individual freedom which is being merged with social freedom, is no freedom at
all, Wo man in America is free to do what he pleases. Unless he pleases

Almighty God and has repect for the rights of other men.

We Jcan never close our account with those who died for us on the field

i

of honor.

The task of the church is to bring the new glory, the kingdom of God to
earth,
(L

Harry Laudeﬁ stood by the(g;;;€>of his boy_and said,foh God, that I could
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have one request, if I would - it would be that I might emhrace my boy again
T 3 - P 2 Lo e ——

and thank him for what he did for his country and humanity. 7y
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The(EEEE)way to thank the dead the mighty dead is to complete the task
/ - 7

that they began.

Yes, we need to thank those who have died. And we need to remember this

hour on this day, thahavera.n account that needs to be fulfilled. And

the measure of life is not the span of it but the use that is made of it.

mg us_are not called upon to die heroically or sacrifically but we

should never be ashamed that we are alive. And we ought to dedicate our 11ves

P

v 4

tg_EEEﬁgégggggfand the noblest and to determine to live as best we can as a
soldier of our Saviour. He wanted us to do with out lives, and some of us may
be called upon to sacrifice our pride, our pleasure, our prosperity for our

blessed Loxd.

When the e@g_gorlst of &Z:I;;E)went down, with 130 salvation army officers

on board, ‘nggffipers_mggg_g;gwn And not_ope body.that was picked up had on
a life belt. The few survivors &old how the salvation army officers, finding

there were not enough life preservers, teok off their own belt, and strapped

them even upon strong men - saying,(é'candie better than you canl Apnd from

the depth of that sinking ship, flew their battle cry around the world.
—— AR . — N W -
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That‘is thg challenge ton;;bt of the mighty dead. There are those who

e

have died. And have died for others. And Joseph lived his life, and made the
=2 -

request, and they recollected the prophesy - and they had great respect for

—

the mighty dead.
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