"THE CHOICE OF A WIFE"™

Judges 14:3
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This is Chrlstleggggg\leek, }and also - a time when we remember and

e

recall mothers. I found this 1nterest1ng{% Xt to use, that we might try

to stimulate and look some of thgiwindows%of notherhood. That we might
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develop some honest assessment of this,

5 i i 1sent of his father and mQther
; the glant is here a&kLUQWQOISen i ?}

ol Jise 1
to marry one whom they thought upfise- for him, Ile was wise in asking their

counsel. DBut he was gfiot wise in E?Jectlng it.

yated by her, 1ooks. And the big son wanted to marry a

daughter of one of the hostile.families., A decgitful creature. That after-

wards made for. h;m a world of trouble. Now in thiSf‘§§%* when there are so

nany hqgggf and beautllul naldens from your own, country —>are;you so hard
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put -~ for a llfe -time partner. That you propose to marry this foreign,

unGodly glrl

e

- that you must wear on your heart a Philistine thorn. fDoﬁyou go and
et R § 5
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a girl from a crabqu*g»tree rather than a pomegranate. Will you go among

these unc1rcunc1sed people and get a wife,
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so celebrated with loveliness and moral work, Becayse.he!
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1vg§ among the
race of Deboewxah, Mﬁéégm Isggsr, Iuth, and Mary. Theseﬁgodfearingfwomen.

And there was beauty and gracefulness, in their lives.
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Yet he is turnlng, as we would say in the modern, to a*worlgly wonan.;

o

Who did not express any of the good things of womanhood. But here is a man

who is reaching out to the world.

wbae%%uoppgrtunlty, they have had more

ey,
el e
lderzsg,
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privileges and edqcatlon, and they are bet g;ﬂedgcated now I would say than

the majoritﬁ of“men. And if they contlnue to .advance, in mentality at the
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present ratio -§before§long, the majority of men will have d{?ficulty in

f%g#}ng a wife who will have sufficient ignorance enough to make. a marriage

with~hims  But of course, this sort of dilution may not be adequate,.

No yan needs to marryfa fool? I think there is alpost in every town,

s,
o,
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great city, and a ;g;,afﬂhgggﬁ, and in the countryside, cgnsglgptlgxgmgomen

- Morshipful women, self-sacrificing women, holy.wemen who will sit at the

feet of Jesus. And there are GQQl”W randmothers like Lois, bending over their

Bibles. And they have followed this from ecarly irlhood, And there are a

lot of women going out to address the world with good happy homes. And yet

AR,
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here is a man who is struck by a woman of moral decay. v@waﬂaugmﬁaxﬁwm

;ég,bpln&u§0%M§§£ a guut somg..of you would say, well now, this is net

too bad. /I is a disaster. In the words of thef% x% 1s there never a woman
kwmm ’ -
among the daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people. That thou goest

to take a wife of the uncircumcised Philistines. ¥
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Now another thing by the way of introduction - marriage mayinot be  for
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all, Some people have an idea that it is the destiny of every human being.
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Which may be a mistake. There are multitudes of people who w'llﬁnevgr marry.
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And there are a mulgigyde of people who are Qg;meég tg, marry. As I

understand it, there are man{}nore women than there are men. In Great

Britain and in America. But let us come and see about the choice here that

he is going to make.

But I hope that we can lead somehow, some young person today - about

finding.a.wife. that widl-ba,

y

In the early_gvening in one of our 01t;es&wthegr. v nrnorai)from a

local station was interrupted with an emergency bullet'n. Someone had seen

PIRENIERE
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an adult scooping up _tug children, putting them in thevggggk of the car,

)eedlnc away. Check immediately, the bulletin said - to see
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‘your children

are at home. Look out, everybody For a car of this uescrlptlon. We advise the

police - if you know any information about the kidngppers, please let us know,
s et
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Hell thei:hole§c1ty went into a search, P%£S£%§, for any children that

were not at home. . And nelghbors for neighbors children. Many parents wgg§%
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that the thought of two precioyus children - being put and stuffed in the trunk
- ang .

of a car. The T, V. station was janmed W1th calls. Many parents called and
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said their children were safe,
ar

Lateg?on, relief arrived. About the 10 the announcement came

- the apparent kidnappers werg parents. Putting their own.tgg children in the

trunk of the car. {? 1hat they could drive into a drive-ip movie w1thout paylng

‘5%%&
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for tickets for the two.children. The dé}?had been found in the drive-in

rnovie with the entire family enjoying the enterfainment. Including the two
«zmﬁa‘%@‘ il i &=

&

Now the foregoing{tpugwgyiﬁﬂdQ\is something about the society in which

we are getting caught up in., That is why it is important to think with me

this morning about this subject.

I. DIVINE DIRECTION
i R BRI R

i s ;i
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The majority of those who are listening to me this morning, wj

or you will have the right to marry. But ;hlyouy choice, I would say first

of all, seek-diving direction,.-

#

And,ﬁnglish poiﬁﬁurged men to.pray before they decided upon marriage.

I — 4

And people laughed at him. And some of them have lived to laugh out of the

other side of their mouth.

i

The first thing, &Sthout diygne direction - you arejg

A lot of strong and wise men that have blundered at this point. Think about

e
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nan of Timnath. She practically Wﬁ%&éﬁ%ﬁﬁiim}}fe‘

, whose wife had nothing to prescribe for his carbuncles
" i : + 4

but only a dose of profanity. Forget God, she said.

™ Thi . .o ; . . .
oy fhink aboutfAnanias Who perhaps might have been cured if he had
- o % cured i:
S } on ¢



-5-

a wife who was not as great a liar as he himself, oappnlra.

R

Think one of the bgspdgg&%that ever lived. United to one

of the most outrage

us and scandless of women. She sat in the c;py’rgggmggégel
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naking-facgs..at hinm while he preached.

There have been thousands of others who have blundered, and really by

wives, they have hauvﬁ_vw
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unyor h

earth., Like a ngch_NQrthgaster. She

has been a sﬁ&ndfghgifg, and put him through schemes to get money enough to meet

domestic expenditures. DPlus, there have been those who have 1j

alcohol Unreasonable wonmen get married, married perhaps to good men.

Hot only blunders - but there are pitfalls in“this%on the surface. If you
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do not seek divine guidance. I think our society is full of hrtifici

That men do not have sense enough, and are decelved by

W,

P

f}npt }now who they are marrying i&ftegfthe Qxeésqugg

,A?

And sometimes tbey d

ST P,

. 1 M
gets through with them, and the Jurgr<gets through, and the hair’ aujuster gets

. , ) M«f“’ " o P oY
through, and the dancing.naster. gets finished - and the cosenetfﬁﬂwwt Thave completed
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their work. Fion earth..can

R

ggg@isticated man decipher and make accura

e R pcsat,

Judg zent of who it is that he offers his heart and his_hand.

é»m‘ﬂul-u. iints,.




Now the goods is not delivered. It is so different from the sample - that

for Lsther,

sinmply he thinks he has been swindled. ho/élstoggzsezebewn

An{E?Qian chiefiboast; of the scalps.that he has taken - and there are in

~ic #ﬁ ren’ boast of men's hearts that they have cap ed.
society today{;nany‘wqﬁéﬁyﬂgfﬁy%iw, ien art VY,wu ADLHES
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With this, or that, or the other. That is so much countered among womenhood

abroad, You cannot tell the genuine that which is the real coin.

Do you realize that you need divine suidance. May I remind you that mistake
- e

is possible. That this is an important affair - and that there are many pitfalls.

unhapplly yoked together}f With that divine deduction - you're being

Third,/

put together will be pulled apart more galding than a yoke. How th

bring you up_again, read. to you the marriage cezemony bagkwards pé{nlght put you

ot ot S

on the opposite of the altar. He might take the ring offyour ﬁinger. He might
et YOV

tear the marriage leaf-eut of the family Bible. Or

~But it
is better not to make a mistake than it is to attempt to correct it. How are you

to avoid committing this blunder and falling into this pitfall. There is

belng in thg&unlverseiwho can tell you wh

e

to chose and that is the Lord God of

R e

Paradise.

"a

You remgmber that he madq Lve for Auar?? Both for each other. Adam nad not

o R R

N;group of women from whom to select his wife. But it is very fortunate

e

that it was 1
Eve or ng&%&gélfor hlh.
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As certainly,

takes occur because. Lye was made

Eve was made for Adam,

s

ows which of his
T o
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5 was taken

- but if you depend entirely upon you.

P iR ot P

f in the selection of a wife, there

'é% that you will sq;gg&mduxﬁ ong, rib.:

;‘M e

s
AR

ST

iaB)  Taher

By the fate oéﬂ'ﬁ‘

% who was married to a woman after
he was blind, and someone called her | And the poet said, I am no judge
LA RO i S e 5

ﬁka & . .
of flowers - but it may be so. But I_feel the/thorns }daily.
s £ .
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an En ligh.

Or by the fate of}\ jan - whose wife was so determined to_dan

on his grave, that he wi
oS _

led that his body be buried in the sea.

s f

Vhat I am employing you to,be careful and cautious about is when you enter
this state - you can have two Heavens. One here on earth. And one forever.

Or you can have a Hell, and perhaps Heaven in the future.

Pliny, whose wife - when her husband was pleading in court, and had messengers

coming and going. To inform her, what impression he was making.

Grotius, whose wife delivered him from prison - under the pretense of having

N
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books carried out. Less they be injurious to her health. She, sending out her

husband unobserved in one of the bookcases.

Jneed 1o pray to ngwAim;gQéy, morzipg, nign, and night. At the r%ghgwﬁ

tinmg, at the right way, he will send you a good loving, sympathetic wife, or

she if she is not sent to you - you may be sent to her.

fﬁ I want to warn you - there are some celebrated natch-makers
. S Aty :

in every community. Depending upon your own judgement.

Match-nakers

A

ﬂwmzmesmm@

sidisse o

fokcrs“of matrimony. They are always ple

together some individual. Ay hunan being who knows neither of the fug.

parties as God knows. them. And who is ignorant of the future - give such

direction as you require at such a crisis.

SRR,

/ -
I can only say one thing -(if/ ouftake}the adyice of an earthly m

instead of divime..guidance, you are going to be 1lik

his own experience.

sonme of his neglects - retreated to. g@gaggmgggﬁggp to get relleL. And there he saw
: e T
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a@¥-dn the corner of the roof with a mattress for his only furniture.

i S s -
And the open sky, the only covering. And Solomon cries out -fit is better to
k 1. M,( "J,.“.,,. ?wﬁ(m 5
dwell in the corner of the house top,than with a bawling woman in a wide house."

Mm% i

ot

Or a Bap‘set‘there to catch it. And at one side of him, all day long the water

went drop éwwp drop. While on the other side, a_fema

about thisweand quarreled about Lhat . And drop, drop as the water - hg%gggseqn
o e B
a continual droppin@ on a very rainy day, and a conte tious

NN g

his:pepgandﬂhe wrote

ﬂg&anweremalike
as he was at the close - how much more domestlc .peace he would have had - and would

have avoided these things.

But prayer about this will amount to nothing unless you pray soon enough.

You cannot wait until you are fastened to some woman like a magnet, and then you

answer your own prayers. And it would be a mistake.

And it will not be the voice of God leading you.

That is avoid any woman who scoffs at the Christian.

" “WVMM"E&:

religioen., Chrtg&%gﬁgty is what has. given.wo

freedom. Seme women, who forget

themselves, and they forget their God. And they scoff at the most sacred things

of the soul, A woman who is not.a.Lhxistian, u;shgpég avoid. If after all,

RN

what Christ has done for woman - she will be an unworthy companion in this life if
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she scoffs at religion.

et

' was searching - and what you want is not a bytiesédy.in.the sunshine, Or

You want more than that when you strike
out on the pathway of life. When your fortune fails you, you will want someone to

talk to you.

Now as far as we can take time today to say to you what the essentials ougnt
® g

I think this is the foundatlon of all worthy wome

And T hope that you will get that - and get it.all. If you fail to get that,
::»_éffE% y %WM SN

then you are going to miss everything worthwhile.

R RS AR

in the text. Of letting hlsie;ﬁ settle the qé@%tlon. In which he should have looked

for cool judgement. And for divine direction, in this all important thing.

How, he who has no reason for his lifely choice except a pretty face - is

s SIS

e R “”““’“"‘%
like a nangiuylng a house B\&\mecause there are some flowers grow1ng in the £front
_yar Beauty is a talent. Upon a woman's face.
et

e a
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At this point of preparing this; ernon, ny telephone rang. And a young

i B o b,
el ¥

the house %ﬁ And I asked her
N A S e

anted Lo talk too. ¥ell, she said - I wanted to talk to the

e, of the house. Well, I said, fthis is the church. A
b, v Sy b
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charge - if you'd

R

And very poli}sly she said, "N

will be alrlgnt. Thank you very much."

- /M Noed T A el @/J/Lf%*—
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What I am talking to you about now is that beauty is a human countenance
- time will drive his chariot.wbeels..across the brightest face, and leave the
ruts and the gullies. But there is an eternal beauty on the face of some women,

that they may be homey. And yet their features are glorious.

For example, there might be some circumstances that would come - and you
would ddscover that this wife, this mogther, is certainly a queen. liere is a man
who returns home one evening - he says, I am ruined, I am disgraced, forever. I
cannot - whether I live or die. He bLegins to tell his story. The furniture must
go, the house must go. All that we have worked for seems to be gone. After he

ceases talking - his wife has heard all of this in silence. And she says, is that

all. Well, you had nothing when I married you, And we have only come back to where

we started. If you think that my happines;, and that of the children, depend upon
these things - you do not know me. Though we have lived together for 30 years.,
God is not dead - the National Bank of lleaven, has not suspended payment. And if
you don't mind, I don't care a cent., What little we need of food and clothing

- the rest of our lives we can get. I don't purpose to sit down here and groan.
And then she says, '"Mary, hand me the darning needle, I declare, I have forgotten

to set the rising for those cakes." And while she is busy, the man hears her

;ewton s old hylﬁ - "Tomorrow',
P e

hunming ot
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It can bring with it nothing,

But he will bear us through,

Who gives the lilies clothing,

Will he clothe his people too,.

} Beneath the spreading Heavens
; No creature but is fed
And he who feeds the ravens

Will give his children bread.

§ Though vine nor fig tree either
g Their wanted frult should bear
:

Though all the fields should whither

Hor flocks, nor hexrds be there,

g Yet God the same abiding
Shall tune my voice
For while in Him confiding

I cannot but rejoice.

e
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The fhsb;:a looks up in amazement and he says - well, well. Yoy are the.

~>q-,q. .

greatest woman I ever saw., I thought you would faint dead away when I told you,

And as he looks at her - in all of her glory, he knows that he has something
that is not just a modern fashionplate. DBut someone who is sincere. And somebody

who 1s earnest.



choice of a wife. Andil

'@L&u nggﬁw
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- the Methodist Evangelist g,;ﬂg When he arrlved in Heaven and the

L

}’OU can come to me

ST

g;st, sqmg%§¥wyou will seg,,

fadeless day. The l@ngmyhere we nevexr grow old. Where sg

Pl )

LJeyer comes., And

where God wipes away the tears from our eyes.
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There is another tru{;

ho selected the plainest wife - and she

in more ways than one. She'had_done”the,wgﬁk of life. She

has reared her children for God in leaven. And though somg of them may be a little
i i i Aw& AT

wild - they will yet come back, for God has promised. ﬁi“

_and her husband

e years of their companionship, the weddings, the
b BB LS S

suc;esses and the faiégres. They talk over the

é%.and the faithfulness, to children's children. She has no fear about
b Sbdes.

going. The Lord has sustained her so many years - that she would not bear to

s

\ )
ncourage each other
o5 RSENASS Ay

Py

distrust Him now. The ’llps of oth‘of themasa'KUGoodb\ey and

P ,-."7
i and rest. lle says,

f " .
alt a moment - I nust take onqwggxgﬁ;eokvat that face and those_hands. uea%;%ful,

beautiful!mjy
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Y
g;hope in the Choice of a wife, my friends, that that will be something of

e et

dffgur experience through life. I hope that you will not call it death - but sunset -

R
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just entering upon the crystal sea. It would be just like being overpowered by

the Hallelujah Chorus.

gfglmadge}said, that is the way %yw And my mgﬁ r.departed

at 7J.WM

R

And so will your choice made that way./$

u‘qpnamgggm;gg
s..0f . thy brethren, what among all my people. That thou gpggtvtoutakg a

wife of the un01rcumc15ed

s e

; “ e
Let us thank God for our mothers. Let us | d&$%£mgh%ﬂggmﬁggs. Let us

thank God for their faith. And nost of all, let us live our lives for our Mother's

Saviour and our Sayiour.

You owe a great debt today to the goodness of Cod and to the guidance of

God,

Carved upon it. And above if?ﬁ"dA

Godlx mother is - a Mother pointing her children to God in the Heavens. The wrong

kind of mother pointed them in the other direction. Are you the right kind?



