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WHERE IS GOD

Psalm 139

\ R , . . inding. The f
Each' generation must do)wlrts own seeking and finding he gﬂ%rs have

found it - and the children must search for it. Where is God?

Many times you have heard a (child} call, Mother, where are you? And in

the same way, we as individuals seek and search for knowledge of God.

Someone once said - how ‘it would be if knowled rew on bushes
picd) 1d be uzsdas, Bre A
as the berries do. Then we would plant our sellin and gather all the
——3 [ = ——

wo/r}s/we need. And some from off the slates, we'd wipe. And wait for fg.i"gures

to be right. And go into the@and pick whole @o arithmetic. Or

if we wished to leamgChineseziwe'd just go out and shake the /t;:z/ees.\ And

o

@mhem in all our town, will grow with proper verbs and nouns. And in

the garden there would be, great bHEches of éeoéraéhz/.: And all the passers
by would stop and marvel at th

PRESEEASN

Everywhere today, we find inéividuals@;ssing, for knowledge. They want

to know about their identity. They are looking to see who am I. Where-is God.

Yes, we ask all sorts of questions in view of the scientific findings.

We come to deal with a man whose relationship with God ~- and get some knowledge

of it. (Psalm 139:3 It describes a man who is thinking about himie/lf - and he is
—

thinking about his relationship with God.
- ] Vv
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If you read this Psalm very carefully, you will find that there are at

good d1v1sions I would say - for consideration. Flrsgg séow Jwell
does God know me, Second‘g how‘fnear 1s God to me! ifzhlrdg -do 1 know that

God is true. do I deal with the problems of evil,
T

I. HOW WELL DOES GOD KNOW ME

As you face the knowledge about your own life - this is a good question.

V_.! :2— Oh Lord, thou hasésearched!me and known me.
The {Hebrew 2word here for search is the word Literally, what this

mans says is - Oh ~Lord, you dig me. Now that is very up;gg;;d%e - isn't it.

In the Bible and what people say today. You dig into me and therefore you know
N

me. And it is not surprising that the word dig has come to mean, understand,

and in the English - to know and to understand. @is @ the man of God

begins. Lord, you dig me. And everything connected with his whole being and

e
do you convince

yourself that noone knows some ué%g thidg in your life or in your thoughts.

his whole life, is an open bogk to his God. Now hgy

It becomes a nigh © you as you imagine that sooner or later, some person

wg.l find 4t out. Shame or disgrace will be your part. You literally dread the
hour when men will know your secret. How much do we make up and Yeneer oyer the

ugly scars or blemishes of our lives. Would it ruin us. {ouldjit startle you _

ST,

' i . 1 i it. B
t%that the (secret }is \1ready out.y The neighbors may not know it ut here

o v

is the He‘gvenly Father who knows. He not only knows, just how it looks now, but

he knows how it all happened. And just how you failed in the hour of testing.

And no pretty veil will cover this. No man or forgetfulness will tone it down.
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No sweet perfume will rob it of its odors. He knows it all.

In what way does God understand and know me.

QES;:L He knows myggonsciousllife - and 1 Eig7ﬂown and Iﬁfiigjgp - he

discerns my passive life and my action life. When I am resting. When I am
in my subconscious - at all levels of life. He knows how I think, what I

think about, and he understands my thoughts. It is all different from what
you think. He looks way beyond and knows whether or not there is a sweeter,

nobler, Christ-like life in your heart.

S

. He knows about myttravels.! He know my pﬁf&g;! that I travel.

That I chose. And you look inside of me.

A
V. - He knows my(ianguage. He understands the words I utter. He

T

knows what we say. And isn't that an ?EEEEEELthing - that (x gardles>

2

of what
your language may be, God knows and qugpstands. Whether it is E 5%;§h, Hebrew,

-
or Greek. Or some other language. He can communicate with you.

————

V.{5-6 4 God knows your past, present, and future. Thou d°th<E§§g§LEE_ﬁ
— —7 —7

behind. That is as And Pefores) That is my future And (Qayeth) thy hand
_,ww ~_~_) Y — 7 Y

upon me - now, that is theuggggggF. Now such knowledge as this is amazing, that

God knows him better than he knows himself. And he knows all about him and this

is a revelation. And what a wonderful revelation it is.
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: II. HOW NEAR IS GOD TO YOU - V. 7-12
Dt N g Catind
The Psalmist catches his breath. As he realizes @cannot get a@ from
God. He is swept off his feet by the kngxﬁledge that God is everywhere. And
Pabbei2 4y
this thought has so challenged him -~ that God knows everything, and now he
s v
begins to ask himself m
\
/!
\/ ]/I I get away from God - V. 7. Whj}_@_i@l I flea from thy spirit
. D 1
/or whether shall I flea from thy presence. This question here - I imagine he

asks. @have some guilt in my lji_/f,e and I would like to escape. Man thinks

about somehow getting away from God's presence. (Like taking a jou‘mey and
¥

going out into the darkness somewhere. Or going overseas - or taking a trip
("—’—_‘_—.V
somewhere. And see if he can't get away from it all. Just sort of get out of
s i

himself - and get away from God's presence.

We have but to go to;he@ book in the Bible — and read the story of

@ ﬁéwt’:;:led to hide from God down through the ages - men have tried the same

thing. Each of us im/aﬂ%s that it is possible to get out of his sight. Now

the Psalmist begins to think about where he can flea from God's presence.

\/ g v V.(8-10 ¥ He declares there 1s.dest1nz that will separate me from God.
" The fact that God -@__a_scend the ws - thou art there. If I go t%,

I cannot escape God. And the man is experiencing here something of how he can

get away from the presence of God. And it is not a fearful thouﬁg%t - he goes

on that no destiny,place I can go - will get me away from God. I could

around the wo;:ld he says. Do you go places where you hope that you will

not find God, you be shocked to know that God is everyw_gre/ And this

l/ @ /1s a stirring thought here in V. 9 10. @take the wings of the(mornmg)
4

/ and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea. Even thy hand shall leave me.
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(Whaﬁ do you think he means by the wings of the mom\:‘i/ng. That is a beautiful
pe
e%on. Did you ever stop and the "—’_E:’o_m_i_tlgvup. And you will notice

how the r_a_lﬁ;”of the rising sun shows across the Heavens. In its furtherest bounds
: t _bo

on its horizon. If I could travel with the wig%gs of the morning - that is with

the sgeed of light. @I could govwith the speed of light, and rgish the fartherest

i f th ' . i L - h bef
point of the e’a/r/th, the ocegn, or sea @vould find vou Efd you have gone before

me. You have preceeded me. And I will find you there as much as I will find you

tere, @ does tomorrow hold for us. What is beyond the horizon. Young people
v

ask the question - what, how, when. And try to go to the unexplored lands, the

beautiful valleys, the high mountains. The landscages, the rolling seas, the

hidden rocks. This man said, to the _young people) - God is thf,—fe' And in thoughtful

@ - when we wonder what is ahead of us. Will it be the danger of death.

Or hg%th, or illness, success, or frustration. God is there in e_{ci_ggg_._ We could

it

ask - what is there beyond the horizon. shall I find, And as you round and

(tum:} the curve and @r_ﬂ;}up the hil‘i‘L[- you can be certain of one eternal assurance.

God is there. Since he is to be theirve - you may be certain that his presence, right

now makes it possible.

I think @ needs some amount of courage and confidence to face the
i Cm— - —s

future s. We go into dark clouds. We have burdens but he gives us strength

to go through these.

n-T. I ) about a @ once that hen h//e;was gi2 years of ag}, he moved

from Minnesota to Montana. The night biio/re they were to move, he said, I got

' 74 ' | ) 14 .
down by my l?fiand said, Goqdbye Gpd. We are goi Wana. He said, I was
@I would not find God there. @ they arrived, there he was. Having found

him everywhere since. And that is what the writer was saying.
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I read the poem of a.éo;al Canadian Air Forc% man who was ki%lgd at the
age of lg. And (g :

Oh, I have slipped the surely bonds of earth. And danced the skies on Jaughters
——————— 7 7

cribes his experience of flight in these words.

silver wings. Sunward I've climbed}and joine@)éﬁgxtumbling myrth. The sun-~split
clouds, and done a 100 things he had not dreamed of. Wheeled and sored, ahd swung.
High in the tumult of the sunlight of silence, hovering there. I have chased the
shouting wind along. Flung my eager craft through footless halls of air. Of up
the long delirious burning blue. I topped the wing-swept heights with easy grace.
Where never lark nor eagle flew. While with silent, lifted mind I tried the
highest untrespasséd sanctity of peace. Put out my hand and touched the face of
God.(t

'

That ared in Zonderland, 1968. And it #ells) about the@and
M

the truth of it - gEZbe takes the wings of the mornigg and dwells in the uttermost

parts of the earth, there God has gone before. And there he sees the face of

s <7
God,
nviro hange will change the presence of God. God
e 97, ‘ ‘
will be there. /Let the darkness cover me. Let thebiigh; be about me.
e Pl

(??}ygu remember when you were 11ttle - and how you were gullty of something.

You'd crawl under the covers at n__ght and@;g_,;&u;ng; You thou‘gg_t_ghgit‘
T

could not see you because man could. Now there are EEEZﬂEEQEE;%B§ who still try
v

to do that. We think if we do not think about cextain things, then Ggg_yiléhggt
hold us accountable. But he does. No darkness can hide us from God's presence.
- X7

Nor from us.
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Now we have said how well does God know me, how near is God to me.

IIT. HOW DO I KNOW THAT GOD'S NEARNESS IS TRUE

— The gm of my body tells me this. For if thou didst form
pelng—— X (v
my inward parts, and it is knit to%ether in my mother's wg@), I praise thee,
‘
for I am wonderfully and fearfully made. IAS the man himself - he is

@at his own body. His essential life. He obviously had no control of

that. He says, but he shows us@outside of man that regulates man
=

Comare

and runs him. I live within the limits of God. Have you ever stopped to
R =

think how much of @ is dependent upon the forces at_work in you. If

anyone of them stops - you would die very quickly. You are dependent upon these

PR e pasene

P
but you have no control. How about yourgheart \i,that th%s away ri@t now. It

T —
would be @Q—iif yo& had to control it with your Iyd and will., How

would you keep on saying to yourself - now thump, now thump. Or if you had

to say - it is to breathe, it is@to breathe.
No, it is wonderful = is it not. else is running our lives. It

e

is obvious from the design of our body. And this thing stuck in the mind of
the Psalmist. He says, that did knit me together. In an amazing way in my

mother's womb.

The creator always has a right to make demands upon its creature. And he

is indebted here that God has made him so wonderful in this way.

'~ The @ormation} oi_tﬂ;h.a%lets him know that it is true. Thou




R

knowest right well that f was idd But I was being made in

secret. He talks about the formation of his body. How his frame was put

i

L ;
tegether. @lxe would have been a rolling ball of Wefl},f//

now some of us are gettin}g that waw@g‘g.

P
[ e /

The Psalmist says, intricately: Lvrought. In one word, it really means

S embroidered.} Now you @ know what embroidery is. It is a stitch that
- w7 o R?

you do, and you add these to a piece of cloth. We men may never understand
— 7

this kind of work. I don't know how you do it. But it adds beauty. It is
(58 g T——

f&‘ And the word used here is described - the delicate embroidery of

fa—— "

the body - the @ that tie us together that one organ supports another.

-./

The lungs are needed, the heart Vneeds the lungs, the liylir:’needs the kidneys,

—= -
and the stomach needs both. And all of these parts are embroidered together.
"’//——/‘!

In He says, the eyes beheld my UHW - th

lHere the Hebrew word is my rule of substance - the picture of an embryo. The

becoming of a human being, And this is really some magnificient. That he

—

gives us here in V. 16. The behold the unformed s%ce. In Thy

book were written every one of them, the at were formed for me. And
n - “'v

wheﬂ_n__‘as yet, there was none of tlgs/m. This was quite an evidence here of

how God tied everything together.

It

like something was [not Jplanned -é;; Zsuddenly, @y by dag

it fits together beautifully. Even before the days occurred, they were recorded
e

-

in a book.
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~_ V.S 17-18% Lven in(death,“e éill )is with us. There is an abundant

revelation, the Psalmist says, even when we get to the end - God is with us

and there is still more of God. The knowledge of God is vast. DMore than the

sand. He says when I awake, I am still with thee.

IV, HOW TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM OF EVIL
In the closing verses of this Pgalm, he suddenly changes from his thoughts
about whay God’/knows about him. And ho God is to him. And the perfect
- .
knowledge of his truth - to inwardly now about his own@f sin in
— —
the light of God's knowledge.
V. 19-22 - Look at some of his reflections.
\—.‘

R v. 519 t Oh, that that wouldfslay the wicked!for God and the men of blood

would depart from me. @mﬁ_}he Psalmist here bring in this thought.? Lord,
=

here are the wicked. This has troubled many people. It seems that it is

off from the New Testament standard. You are supposed to love your enemies.
Pray for them that despitefully use you. And do good to them that injure you.

We understand these things.

————— @, I think that this Psalm i@ necessarily a reflection of God's will.

a4
, are (1istening to the experience \of the believer. And they do not g;]}wayé

reflect God's truth., To be an honor mirror of mag's viewpoint, where he asks God

—
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for something. That is about the way we go about it. He asks him a couple of
e E——

t&iggg_ﬁg&;. Ee 6:::;§2§_to take care of the problﬁgs_gg_gggﬂzigggd. And his

suggestion and manne

Lord,gwige theg gg%)

Now I Wonder<£££>many of you have sometimes had a similar feeling as a

—_—

remedy of your human ills. \@ out these enemies that I have. Take care of
A NS,

them, Have you ever felt that way.

Mel Trotter,/the famous evangelist once said = there are a_lot of people
\\“

that are wonderful people, and they are going to go to Heaven some day.

Andh they would hurry up ,./

handling that is not exactly what God would do. He says,

— e

Well, you have felt that, wvay, I am sure. In all honest;, this Psalmist

requested here that the wicked be dealt with in that way. That is probably the
y

easiest way to handle the problem. Lord, just go ahead and slay these wicked

people.

I want you to notice that the(%salmiéﬁ>in this verse,(didZnot-iigZWhy don't
“__’,—--

you let me do it.

-

Now @is @éﬂ&y are) saying today. Lord, I will wipe out the wicked. You

just turn them over to me and I'll take care of them. But this man does not say

that. He recognizes tha&i?engenancé?%elonps to God. And that if anybody is going
v T
to do it and do it right - God alone must do it. He is saying, Lord, it is your
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problem, why don't you do it.

We can _understan e was so upset. Here is V. 20 - We speak against
Loan  unc D =

the wickedly - and they take thy/mame i 'é) And here is a point. They defy

tggg, In the Hebrew they say, they speak of thee for wickedness. Thezwuse your

name to carry out their il design.

Nwwdgéiggbbetter be(Gareful how Jthey use God's name, God's work, and God's
= S 77 S —7 -

word to fulfill their own evil design. In effect, he says, they take thy name

in vain for evil., Now these are religious hypecrites. And the

/ —
that(Jesus) ever spoke against hypocrites, the Pharisefiy he used words against

them.

e VHisiultimate concesgi»qn_.z How to deal with the problem of evil.

e reaches the conclusion. It is the utterance of one of the most beautiful
e e et

PRSI

(prayers}in all of the Bible.j%gﬁéw”co§? and knpw my heart. Try me and know

my thoughts. And see if there be any wicked way in me and lead me in the way

e &

everlastingf( Tord, I don't undsrstand that problem of evil, he says. It would

probably be the easiest thing to eliminate these evil people. Lord, I don't know
\__‘____,..__—_——-—“‘f"“‘"l

what the right answer is. And{(my }fhoughts are £ot alwaysSright. And let me add
= = /
my prayer. And what a wonderful prayer it is. How often, we should pray like
. Ot

this. @EEE) I don't understand what is going on around m?. What my solutions

are, 3But Lord(iikfrust you to take care of Té)
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This is an earnesg(;nvitatio to come in for a clqsdéexaminatiné) He wants
o — =/

examiner} to put the powerful X-Ray right on his heart. No corner left, he
ekt 2. — ..._.r——-—-—~———7

the

wants to know quickly what the Great Physician would have him to do. And that is
P A

L S
a great day. (If)you could stop where you are today, and let the conscience know
N -

that Goé knows all about you. God knows your thoughts, your d§§;res, your %39xnings,

your secret imaginations, your rebelliens, your sins, your noblgﬁgigg, your purposes,
e "

your Ei;l§, your Ygilgys, everz‘iggp of the way - your bugigggg_life, your social
engiéiggg;s, your exgifiggggs, your lqﬂflz_hgprs, your heayi;y loaded day are all

pen Eo him., Nothing is hid from him. You will not be able to give him the slip
e e et

and to pass and hide from him. Every minute you live in his presence.

He requests s in this prayer.

f

First, search me - my(heart. )
—

Second, try me -~ my é:houghts.\
—

Third, prove me - my éénduct.)

\

Fourth, lead me - my éeward.)

N\

As in the 0ld Testament, when he said, my presence shall go with thee.
And T will give thee rest. And he said unto him, if thy presence go not with

me, carry us up not hence. Exodus 33:14-15.

Acts 3:19 - Repent ye therefore, and be converted that your sins may be blotted
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o

ko
%./ :
L0 AT )

who tells about a preacher's conference.
e R

And following a sermon, aégggié;ggﬁ:name ”@ to him and said - I would like to
have this Surrendered life lI cén't g0 oggz But when you come to the place where
N T G

you want to acknowledge Cod's presence and know that God is everywhere, and you

[ S

out and the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. ° 2 25 .

I close by illustrating Paul Reece

N - -

want to surrender your life to him. you come to that place, then a miraculous
- =7 ~

thing wi . When you come to pray that prayer and let God search your heart

out. ﬂfﬁ;nﬁnner of man ought I to be. And fall on your knees with this Psalmist.
— — ~

And say, segzgh me, E:zzge, see, and lg%gzgg. It will be the griﬁffffﬂﬁiy of

beginning again for you. It will be one of the most important days and thrilling

days that you have ever experienced.



