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THE COVENANT SUMMARY

Hebrews 8

Now we have reached the genith of the epistle of Hebrews as we close

with the verses in Chapter 7 and take the first six verses of Chapter 8.
—————— ]

The discussion on nd the place, of the‘high priest and his

priestly work.

The first six verses give us the M.- he high priest.

\L@— Now of the things which we have spoken this is a .] Now this

is a tremendous thought, that we have a high priest. This is the point

which he has settled. He has prgy_gi and is indisb té;. The word
—

translated ' leasl_s us to believe this is the chief point. The principle

object. The crowning feature - that have such a high priest. This is
cﬁp, the cil)ina; ~ that we have this sumarization of the entire comparison.

Of the high priesthood of Jesus over and against that of Aaron.

We read that this high priest is now éeate_d)on the right hyd of the
o«

throne of the ma,je\sﬂ in Heaven. s one ever read of the%vitical
priest being seated at their work. No where, for the @; was ne\Lar__ﬁm_ished

and every priest stapdeth daily in ministering and offering sacrifices tbut
this man sat down on the right hand of God. Chapter 10:11-12. On the day
of atonement when the high priest went in and brought the blood - someone
committed another ﬁin, perhaps at that very moment. Therefore, the priest's
work was never dene. Ne/x_rer fin_ifhed. But here is an ever present priest
in the presence of God, on the right hand. A pla,_c’e__g_ﬁ_aif_;ction, au@ty,
and power. Seated. He hung on the cross for sin. It is finished. He was

the one who shed his blood on this eatth.

N\



What a comforting thing this is. yOu,thin hat there opething

you can do to rg_gi_eg_m. your soul. @ has done it ail. Christ finished

the task.

So the writer of Hebrews is finished describing the prjesthood after the

order of Melghiggdf.c in all its glory. He has described this priesthood

without. beginning and witho d. A priest that God has confirmed with an
,g ithout ery p

oath, that has beeo.; begause of a racial qualification but a priest

that was pure. And we need to underscore that Jesus was a perfect priest.

Jesus tobk his seat,at_the right hand on the throne of majesty. Now that

is the f@ proof of the glory of Jesus. The highest place that Heaven affords
-~

is his. It is his right ~ the king of kings, the Lord of Igrds, and heaven's

eternal light.

There can be no glory greater than the exalted Jesus.

X@— He states thator a minister, of . the sanctuary

- that is the proof of the service of Jesus.

.lé::g never looked on maj;efty as something to be sgl_fj.sh.];_en%oyed. He

did not look upon it as something to_be conferréd on him for his own sake.
=7 -

One of the very greatest of thewas Marcus Aurelius. As

an administrator, he was unsurpassed. He died at 59. Having worked himself

Ay

to death in the service of hispeeple. W‘h,ﬁﬂ-—he-ka?J that he was chosen to
succeed in due time to the imperial-pewer - a hi tells us that "hw

appalled rather than overjoyed." And when he was told to move to the private
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house of Hadrian, the emperor. It was with reluctance that he departed
from his mggggr's villa. And when the members of the household asked him

W the royal adgption, he

g}t&e\/sov reignty i ved. Mar kingship in terms of ice, not of
w e gnty invglve arcus saw gship ’;“Im service, y

majgsty.
" 1"
The of the prince of Whales,was "I serve'.

is the unique example of diviwesty and diviggjg}vice

combined. He knew that he had been given his supreme g9sition, not just to
/g
guard it in #solation but rather to enable others to obtain it and share-dt.

He had received glory to enable others to enter into glory.

V_'@' To Jesus, was acgﬁw__ﬁgzd. The priest removed the

bayr'%rs between God and man., He builg‘;,, as I have described before to you,
the @d e acrosywhich a mgn.can go into the E}'_e_g_g_r;gg__gi_ﬁg.;l. So we talk
about thds and we must remember that every act of Jesus was to lead men into

this reality.

-

V & Here we have a w,,‘.ex.am.p.}e of the Heavenly thipg. That, as

< goseé built the tabernacle, there was a pattern and a shadow. In this world

we walk in shadows - somewhere there is reality. And the great problem that

we have is to discover the realities. The ea_n;hl;c_.te.myle is a pale copy

of the real temple of God. The od is an inadequate shadow of
, g ~

the real priestheqd. And all of these things point beyond themselves to the

reality of which they are the shadows of, When Moses had received God's
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instructions, about the tae and all its fur.nish.in%, Gad.said in
Exodus 25:40 - LOWWW which was showed
—u—‘_'m S

thee on the mount. God had shown Moses the real and eternal pattern of
w

which all earthly worship is the copy. So here the writer of Hebrews talks
about the haying a service whig_g_j_s_hu.r_a_gw or an
outline of the Hgavenly order.

e,

A better understanding would be a sketch plan. A real reflection. That

(:ﬁ is not just thwww, and cannot lead men to
reality - @gﬂa cag_lgwqty. His was a real priesthood in

this world - after the shadow.

&_@— Now this leads us into the@f the mediator of%_t_te.r
7

cvv\emaglﬁ Now this word-means in the middla - the one who stande-+in the

middle between two people and brings them together. 4@ as such _a man

in reference to Israel. When he speaks here of a better covenant, he speaks
oAy

of one that is superior to that of the old.

The “covenant" as used in the Scripture means an arrangement or

a disposition or an institution. It represents(no§ as a contrm_a_h.a.:ga\i;

pup it is a b1e5§1ng that is to be communicated. Consisting of a deed or a

granted blessing. Ory a covenant is an agreement entered into by two

people. The agreement is depended upon comz}ti-en on which they mutually agree.

And @either should break the cqonditions, the covenant becgmes void. It is
4

something used in that simple sense in the 0ld Testament.

From all normal uses the 0;_@.- word for an agreement here is a word used

for€ marriag§ covenant or”bond. Anzt‘,.agreement between two people or an agreement




between two states.

There is e to consider here - that this agreement was.
entered into on equal terms. The in the agreement were on the one

level and each could bargain with the other and purpose terms for the other.

@_G’%l?and man_do_not meet on egua} terms and in the Bible sense, a covenant
~ the only approach,w_cmjncb @_}_g__(;_gd_who comes to

man and offers this relationship with himself. And who states the terms on
which the relationship will remain effective. @S;@Wod
according to the new covenant. Man cannét argue about the. terps and conditions
of the covenant. Man can only accept or.rejept the offer that God makes. He
cannot in _any way al;g;: it or alter its terms. Now Wof
such an agreement is inWe conditions of the will are not made

on equal terms. THey are made enEiLEJéWL‘E_EQ%on. The te_ﬂ:gj:,g:. And
e s sanry

the other party cannot alter them and could not even have made them. The
7

will is made by one person and the other person can only accept or refuse the

inheritance.

Now that is why this relationship to.God is described-as—a-covemant for

the terms of which only one person is responsiblés. Our relationship with

God is given to us through his grace.

Now this, é:Zthe Hebrew, is described as meaning to bind or biny.ng. The

fact they had a custom of cuw@@ Cutting the body to

obtain blecd in order to seal the pack or the agreement.

There is the in the history of God's dealing

with his people. The covenant he made with Abraham - Gen. 3:15. Noah -
7 e
Gen, 9:8, Abraham - Gen. 12:1., Renewed covenant with Isaac - Gen. 26:2,

LI



Jacoh - Gen. 28:1.

And in the e have the exhibit of two primary ;oveng%t’fs - the
oy« and the n}t&/ The fix;t and the secand.

The {irst or old covenani_; is expressed to be that which God made with

the chw. He took_thep to be aw to himself

and in the same sense, called Moses. And at_Sinai a_covenanf was there

unfolded. Now no other nations in the world had such before or since. They

have been God's peculiar people. Or a kingdom govem%:\ immediately by God.
I

Who had visible judges or rulexs G:Q they had no legislative ggger. The great

moral code was given of God - there was a regular priesthood and divine worship,
._.——-———7 e ra—————

that was carried on.

Th&mﬂw}&dm% of his people, Moses led them in
Exodus 19:4-7 to Mt. Sinai and God founded the covepant. Now therefore @xn.u,

will obey my voice in deed.and keep my covemant, then yg. shall be-s—peeediar

treasure unto above all people. For all the earth is mine and ye shall be
to_me peop y

unto me as a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. V. 5-6.

The éecond or new covenan?was instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ.
Which he ratified by the shedding of his blgod and this produced mercy for

the sippers.

The @of this covenant are E_o:% and_sini.e{s - represented in %gsus
Christ. 1It's object is to display the divine love - the conditions of the
\____——7

covenant, so far as they bear upon Christ, are first - perfect obedience.

And second, the satisfaction for the sins:-of mankind.

—



l@— He points out that the superiority of this ggveng_g;: relates
to@'trs'gggmig_@ It is a_better covenant because it has bw.
*—-ﬁ
The Qroxgi:ses)of the Mosaiac covengt pertains mainly to the E;esent 11f’e7
They were promised promises of length of da;s, there was promises of increase

of number romises of seedtime and harvest time romises of national
/_235 p = k_i___y— s P

privilege, promises of extraordinary peace, and of an abundance and prosperity.
= 7

The faithful observants of these ceremonies and regulations in return there

would be temperal blessings and for disobedience and neglect, there would be

adversity.

But in the Qew chgnana, thiw—di-f—f-ee?nt. Because the promise of
1J;.th.1.ch._u_n,9,w - is a promise of li_f_ew. Ingtead of giving

he prominence or the prominent point in the picture - it presents the
— . -
reality of m

us treasures where moth does not .corrupt, nor thiewes break through and steal.

Instead of holding out to us ear_r.hl.y_.ga?ds, it promises

The great promise of the new covenant comprehend all the blessings in .

ternal lifg. That is,@ﬂ_l_o_\gd_t_lle_unﬂ.d that he_gave his only begotten
son, that whosoever believes in_him, might not pexish but have everlastipg
Se—— —— ~

life. This is the promise that he has promised us eternal life.

Now he does not see that these promises are far better than those of the

legal dispensation. Eternity is a long time. Heayen is higher than this

earth.
.-4

The @covenant in Exodus 24:1-8 offered{a special relationship/ to

God and (@s)long as the_peap od, the agreement or the

covenant was in effect,
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\/ 7 For €2 that first covenant hid b_e_gn fatiltless.

There would have been no reason fo d one to have been issuedd.

Now that first covenant, as stated here, is the covenant that the Lord
made with Is¥ael and Judeh in the days that he took them by the hand and led

them out of Egypt, as illustrated in V.’ The first covenant, and therefore

the covenant of the law, was a covenant of Israel.

Now the writer of Hebrews begins by pointing out that the idea of the
new covenant is not something revolutionary - it is already there in the

01d Testament.

[_ir. 31:31—34.—7These verses are‘iligged in full., The idea of a new
covenant is not some new and strange heresay, which/ he has invented. It was
there in Jeremiah go. Further, the very fact that the
Scripture itself speaks of the new covenant shows that the old covenantiwas

not fully satisfactory. It begins by pointing out that the Scriptures looked

forward to a new covenant coming into being.

For finding fault with them he said, behold the days come, saith
the Lord, when I 11 make a _new covenant win and the house
of _Judah, Now this is taken from the book of Jer. as I stated. An exposition

of this passage really belongs in the commentary of Jer.

He opens with the clause of finding fault with them. The old covenant

was not _fayltless. @ who wrote the laws on pages of stone - came immediately
back and found the people worshipping a and the tables were broken.

There were manyyears that passed between the giving of the law and the coming of
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the new covenant. And the new covenant was made obyiously by God. And of
W
e smtsts e ———cy

course the new _covenant was not going to be like the old, when the nation

failed - the old covenant failed. But the new covenant was going to be

7
different - altogether different, from the other covenant.

Now the were means that in thq_@ia&.a.i_tj.mg A thing that

was a precise copy of its predécessor. But it is new in point of time. If
%

it had been made since the others, them it is new.

Also, in point of /quality)-— a thing which is simply a_repwoduction of

\ ~7
what went before - is ne:y__j.n_.tha.,.sme.mi;_j_s_n;w. But it is not new
in the sense that it has a hetter guality. Now this covenant which Jesus

introduces is not merely new in the point of time. He meant to say that the

‘ covenant was aging - aging i.g;_q__d.a.?y.' And now it is be_gx_g_y_:i;ge,d_m? so

the covenant which Jesus brings is new in quality and completely cancels the

old.

Now as expressed here in V. and God was ever-ready and anxious to

keep his part of the bargain. In regard to Israel as a preculiar treasure.

But Israel failed to keep her side of the agreement. To be a dedicated priest

nation.

@ efused Lo enter her land of destiny. Instead of a pz_:lig_t..nation
—@ngeh'zingé Canaan, sb_g— was paganized by the Cangnites. The book of Qudges)
S— - — Nt

tells us Israel sinned - God punished Iarael. Israel repe - God delivered.
Israel sinned - generation after generation God sent prophets and the same thing

repeated.

The @ cause of Isrgel's failure was due to material thiggs. And there
—

mission was to be spiritual. to Abrgham, I'll bless: you - material -
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blessings will be yours @—yﬁcarrz out the spiritual miss%gn. Now Israel

forgot her spiritual mission. In herpu‘rsuit for material and political
v —

power.,

First, they to b he pagan n rs. Instead of being a

peculiar tre_gﬁnze_u.n.ta_sf;l, they wanted to be like the others. And in terms

of military conquest - they tried to conquor in.s_t_e_g,d._oi.a_s.pirj.m.a.]_c;ﬂuy,de.
So they ef\lﬁ-\:&ﬂ%‘gﬂyaries, enri._cjgd...:hegelves, and under_Solomon's

reign they had military conquest extending their "berders. Now this was the

short comings of the old covenant - this is why the old covenant failed.

Th{ new cov-en/ag was to be nw— it was going to include the
house of Ig;ael and the hogsj__g,.hyl . Hund.xf_d_s__gj__y?rs before the kingdom

hal been split into tup. Split into Isvdel with ten tribes - and Jugdh with

two tribes. And these two sections newer came again together. The new

e that which has been divided.

covenant is af )covenant which is p

And it is going to clgge_t;hg__g. In it, the old enemies will be as one. In

fact, it was going to ome of theerinkleg] out.
—i 7

I read in a news item that there was that might soon be used
—— iy
to erase facial wrjinkles and creases. This injection of a solution of silicone
L_____’___j&__? SalSll

fluid and f_a_;_t:;kac.:ig_s can make the fzce appear yogg'er than it actually is.

N, Harvey Kagan of B\everlz Hills said, that this new innewation was discovered
when he prepared a paper for the ear, nose, and throat physicians, in plastic

surgery. He said in addition to the cosemetic value, the process shows great
m

promise of fi.Llin.g_‘Ln_a.l:gs and legs which have been deformed. The fluid was

formulated some 12 years a Japanes r. Who claims to have performed

successful .therapy on 72,000 persons in the past. fiye—yeass. Now perhaps,
A st n

would have welcomed some of these injections. In his %rief, he said, thou hast
e s
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filled me with wrinkles. Which is a witness against me. €. 16 - V. 8,

Though these injections should remove the wrinkles from all faces of
a%_l_:.a.nes, we do rejoice thatand gave himself. That he

might sanctify and cleanse__the chusfh and wqghJmUﬁhiha.masgs_hx_thejﬁprd

that he might present it to himself a glorious church. W

wEi_uky. Or anything - but that it should be holy without blemish.

So the new covenant is with ~ it is a thing that abolishes
ﬁ

this problem.

In_V._@' He tells us that it is a new thing in its universality. ¢All) men

——

will know God - from the least til the greatest. Now that is something quite
new. The ordinary life of the did not think in such t . And there was

a differnce between the P‘lfgigges and the common ordinary people in the

observance of the ceremonial law. It was forbidden to have any fellowship

with them, to mammai%r was as bad or worse than to throw her to a

wild beast. It was forbidden to go on a journmey with them even. But under the
new there would be a place for all men - simple, great, educatéd, and well-known.

The doors are thrown wide open.

\E — The new coyenapt is going to be different in a fundamental way.

The Wn external and on the._ochgdience to the law. THhe

upon men's hearts and.miéads. Men would obey

God - not because of the terror of punishment. But because they loved God

in their hearts. d E§§ because the law ordered them, unwilling
to do so, but because there was a desire. And the law was written upon their
hearts. It would not be an external law which would effect an unwilling

obedience but it would come out of a man's heart.
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The new covenant does not rest upon external observances but mainly

spiritual in character.

It is controlled by- by his heart. It desciibes few
external rights, And it writes them on the t,ab_]_gs_gf__;h,g%xd and of the

heart. It engraves them upén t:.h.a—yul. It plants the principle of obedience
<

in the heart. Nor is it a very difficult task for us to specify the difference
here. When we even think of the Ten Commangents we are sure of a holy day

-~ a Sabbath Day. It is a delightful memory in our hearts. Not because it is

/
just the law. We are sure about our reverance to earthly pa to honor

them. We are quite sure that there should be kindness and that thou shalt not
kill. It is the nature of a Christian to do right. The new nature leads him

in the path of right. Because this is in his heart.

\L.@— Says and they shall gs te.ac.h—axeqp—m-&n‘.his-—aeﬁghhgr, and every
man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me. It is superior
in its efficiency. Now this passage tells us that this will be efficient.
The manner in which their knowledge of God was obtained. And effectual’ under
the CcOove ey _spoke no c in be‘f_g_y_(_e__the erection of the
synagogue. All worship was at the tabernacle or the temple. And when the
synagogue was established, then they did read the law. And there was scarcely
angy public mipnistry being carried on except the ministry of John The Baptist.
So the new covenant presents the Seriptures in the clearest form. The Revelation

~ the son of God. And these will be so that every man teaches his neighbor.

\L@- The new covenant is W Be merciful to their

unrighteousness and to their sins. And their iniquities will I remember no

more, The new relationship is@ entirely on th. Under the
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covenant it was based on the relatiomship of a man obeying the law. That is,

he must keep it. Bl__h_iw_gf_ﬁn.r}s. verything is dependent upon not
one's man's effort, but qgig;x_gn_xhg_ma;gz, love, and grace of Gpd. It puts

men into relatiomBhfp with God. Who is still a God of justice. But a God whose

jus tice has been swallowed up in hi§ love. Mercy was not the céééé?ﬁg_point in

the old covenant. It was true that it contemplated pardon and arrangements were
made for it. But the entire arrangement is one for the pardon of sin, in a manner

consistent to the claims of the law and justice.

God isGE;;£;;3>fn the unrighteousness of men and the sins are not remembered
7
again. Not that God literally forgets that men are sinners. He has made a

provision by which his grace through which he treats them as if they had never

been sinners. Their transgressions are thrown into the shade.

. He declares that the(éé&)is not temporary but eternal. It is not
‘L@L ary 3

ready to vanish away but here is the promise of an everlasting covenant. That
———
the sun, the moon, and the stars shall fail from before the Lord rather than

his covenant not stand. Jer. 31 & 32.

@g;adesirabie then is the_pew covenant. It rights the law of God in the

nind and on the heart.

This new covenant brings to us a God who we can call ours. esusd>is the

perfect sacrifice and is superior to the old covenant.
-~ —————

Let me i(i;;;;QEE_EEiS mercy which God shows us. Following the Civil War,

Ira San became famous for Gospel singing. In 1875}on a 1m scarlot Degember
( key u pe) sing ( ca/_ca geenber

evening, he was traveling by steamboat up the Delewere-River. Many passengers
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were on the deck. Sankey was asked to sing. And as always, he consented.
As he stood, he raigsed his eye brows to the Heavens in quiet prayer. He wanted

tows@g. But somehow, against his will, he was driven to sing

the Shgpherd!s Sang -(Saviour Like A Shepherd Lﬁggilb%? After the song had
s

énjwith a rough weather-beaten face came up and asked, did, you ever
s e ——

=25

serve in the

Fion Army. Yes, replied Sankey. In the Spring of 1860. Can

/
you remember if you were doing picket duty on a bright moonlight night in

Yes, replied Sankey, very much surprised. Sg_ggalq_said the stranger. But

(::)was serving in thq/gznfederate A;g;\when I gaw_vyou standing at your post.
\ — —

I thought to myself, that fellow will neyer.get away from.bere glive. I raised

my gun, took aim, I was standing in the shggows. While the full bright light

of the moon was shining upon me. At that instant, just as a moment ago, you

raised your eyes towQEg_Eggxgg,gnd(@gggg.&g—éégg.) I took my finger off the
3 . 7

trigger and let you sing your song to the end. I said to myself - I can_shoot

him afterwards., He is my victim and my bullet cannot miss. But the song you

sang then was the one you sang just now. When I heard it, I heard the ngds

| W

[~ perfectly. We are thine, do_thou.hefriend us. Be the guardian of our way. Keep
M M AR

]

thy flock from sin defend us. Seek us when we go astr y-

Those words stirred up manylhame;}eg)in my heart. I thouggg,gf_my_chilquod
and my GQg’faaiiﬂﬁ~£D£h%;- I had heard her s%;g that song many times. When you

finished your song, it was impossible for me to take aim at youragain. I thought
7

the Lord who was able to save that man from certain death, surely must be great

and mighty. My_arm of it's own accord droeped limp at its side. I remembered

iE—él} as_I heard you sing just now. And your song has wounded ny he%;t. Now

e (;;g1§h_Lha;_xgu_mnuld_hglg;gg’find a cure for my sick soul. Deeply moved,

Segkey threw his arms around the man, who in the days of the war had been his

enemy, That Christ Eve the two went_to Bethle 's manager, And on_to Calvary's
-nemy. Ithat Christmas Fye the two went to Bethlehem's manage ;
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cross. There the stranger @&&me Saviour - the Good Shepherd., Who seeks

his lost sheep until he finds if. d in the

X}

L s @g. Thg_t_x,h.as_nmmise.d.wssme.&;. Poo i . Thou
)
has mercy,to relieve us. Grégg_t_;q__g]_gms am_zmeug_f_r.e’e. ]
P4

e mei:;_am;( of the new govengnt came to seek and to save that

which was lost. All may come to him for pardon and peace.



