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e and oug/Demg;xatiswway of li§g§§urvivqj our young people and

older ones too must béjzzgggzanémwilling tdfgiveweveryﬁhing;they possess -~ even

eI “’“”MQ.

life jtself. ngng&&;aphen'had seen the Lord and had been transfigured by him.

A

And he went forth #o live and to die.

%L*oxldwmarehed -out..against. him, he said in substance, you
can't kill me. You may kill.the.body, but vou cannot prevent my being loyal to }
the Lord. You can stone me to.death, but you cannot prevent-the doors of Heaven

from opening wide for me.

Stephen lived during periless.days.and times. They maxghed~againstmggm and

against Christ. But he lived a full life and he died bravely. He was a young

man who had something on the inside.

st, the people were brought togetheggin a brotherhood

oy

wealth to support the needy converts. And those that were homeless.

some reason the }:_ istration) of the xApostleSr did not prove satisfactory.

R S R——

s we discovered in Chagggggéﬁ That there wgre f And the Apostles

decided to remedy this evil. As théy:saw gﬁémselves neglecting this group, and

secondly, they visioned themselves as q&Qéé;gkig&wmggmmggh. And they must give their

i
- -,
s

Ethat

-

time to the preaching of the word. For this reason, thev apy
- R

would help to take care of serving tables - “the temporal things in the church.
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There is élwayg the ever present dan%er of being side-tracked. And they were
Nl

4n danger of giving their time to work in which they had not been appointed. Now
/ Y%

had they done so, they would not have been as effective.

stop and think how the{;;;higg;Q of the churchhas grown and greé
the age in which we live.

Lare better trz

ed today than they have ever been before. But T am

afraid that the modern church with all of its is weakest maybe at this

point. Because ministers have become §Eé%égdminwma§¥ ways. And they have done so

at_a_great pr{ge. Many times our skill is not doing the supreme thing. We get our-

selves involved in the multitude of mechanies. And we forget that daily there is

the matter of and the m

Fs

nhy§of the fford\

¥ow the multitude heard th§

? men. And;égg}of the young men selected W.f'

And they went about se

S
Stephgg. Yo doubt, everyone knew him.

s

And he was a charming man. And there are two whole cl

DEELS here in the New

Testament that tells us about the history that was involved with this man's life.
We watch him live but for one brief day of his life. And we see him pass early and

swiftly.

n - it is very evident. He uses one word to

describe it. And that word is(éul%.) We@:‘g_qgng?ed, and there was a fullness about

Stephen. I think what Luke was saying, he was not a one-sided or half-baked
[l S R ——

individual. He was well-rounded, well-balanced, well-groomed. And he was well~

matured.

His fullness consists in the fact of something that people could not do away

with.

He was not full of himself - or tziggery, But he had a fullness that even the



demons could not handle.

We do r:hve time to go into this matter in detail - but merely to mention

. N
that he th. And this was a fine element. He was not timid. But

his faith had meaning to him in terms of God. TFor without faith it is impossible

to please God.

gdam .= this too is a wonderful trait. That he could handle

orsas AT

hat is v;Egge. As he went about things happened. We
are told that many wonderful dynamic things happened. That the whole church was.
blessed with the experience of grace. Not that he was full of learning or these
other fine qualities. But here is a description that made him a powerful saint.
N oo

And he was really needed. And this is the kind of power that we need. The power

that Stephen had. WHe was full of grace, you will recall.

Now the great secret of Stephen's fullness was that he continued with this. It

s
A,

was like a ééﬁ\‘QSOf water within_him*\wit was giving, giving all the time. And

P B

he had an inexhaustable resource. And this™s Holy Spiri® - the Holy

Ghost.

And this

hat Jesus Christ was the

is what we come to look upon now in Chapter 7. The outcome of the fullness of this

man. The faith he had. And the usefulness of this man and the effectiveness

of his preaching. He was aﬁé%&that was hard to ignore becauselhe
et =

And men who heard him knew they had to repent. They had to make a change.

. ' ' - ? s ; ’ //
oS Ve By - 3 Tpdley e



gu%l;y or n65w§gilty. Now the prosecution of the case here, and of the high

priest, and all of these other dignataries gathered around. I imagine Stephen

expected this question. They had looked upon his face and his face looked like
e

an{énge}.

4 "

He begins by giv;ggmé witnesq. he intends to speak
e

at length. The address is Véry respectful. He does not criticize them but his
speech will go to the point. And things were at a passionate heat. And the charge

was lodged against Stephen!

& S

4 . L0 N . .
.oft,éggeaklné agalnstaﬁgigga Speaking against

‘%g?é: And against their custgms.

Here is what he had been

-

;égaﬁm Speaking against thei gmpI

.

Against the
Now what could be blasphemous About a man who spoke reverently and who spoke

Scripturally as this man did.

ST s

e,

(13 you were this witness,(owwould

S

told about being a witness in a trial. He had been summons to be .Cwitness He

f

hi hurch. He faced a charge that he did not

testified in behalf of a memb

believe was true. It was a church and the prosecutor knew this. And he
- e W» -

also knew that it was impossible 11 of his members

personally. Yet, he affirmed on the stand under oath that he knew this person.

Then the B;gsecutor asked the preacher a

Now honestly, the preacher said he %égvnot know. And he

The courtroom

said as much - when he sai

exploded with layghter. And he said, that will be all Dr. Bates.
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e

Now he had placed the emphasis on the {Eourtroq?@grinciple of witnessing. But

we haveimissedlthe point - when &M\

e shall esges. Now he did

not say that they were merely bear witness like the preacher going to the courtvoom.

ik e maidario e,

. Y_e_'ghall

What he said was(fa®) more signific

itnesses in your own person.

T
A witness in alcourt is there to tell what he say and he rd. And what he saw
W—— _ 7 /73

and what he heard may have little or ngt effect upon him 4;e%sgn7a11y.

- But with @ a Disciple of Jesus however, there-is-a-difference. The very

nature of the case makes it so.

N

such an extent that he would never be the same again. And the Holy Spirit made the

difference, in Stephen's life.

And Stephen is going to leave the old disobedience and unbelief of Israel -

- T '\
%startiug with the gi as

as he outlined the g%g_g,i,on necessary for his son Richar

ell)once said,

d. He said

SRS

s

Chu—

of Israel, were the men who heard God'
G

s command. Great men of faith and adventure.
. 7

And he was going to insist that they worship God long before there was ever a temple

built in Jerusalem. And he was going to insist that the Jew's crueify Jesus and

that all through the ages, they had persecuted the prophets. They had abandon the

leaders whom God had raised up.

He was a @wh) answe

e
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Mé, that the people
were And where it would
end.

N A
God. The man who obeys God's command was a man of faith - Abraham. He did not know
o — S— TN LGN,
where he was going but he believed that God would guide him and the best was yet to
be.
Abraham was a\gggﬂgiﬂéggé} He never saw the promise fully fulfilled, but he
never doubted that it would be.
- We might ask t} It was delivered
nd it followed the Scriptural story. It eould have
. It was certainly heard by Paul. And I don't think
Luke could have invented this key-note address.
PR
_ The{first words strike us as the ge0f what he said in his defense. The

5
5

Now that doesguﬁﬂsound like one who blasphemes God. And the charges
»«M, &5 & A

are unwarranted. And Stephen quotes the words - Gen. 12:1. He knew exactly what
he was saying. And the audience knew that he was thoroughly versed in the Scripture.

And this made a frightful impression upon them. Here was the obeying command of

And that his residence in Haran was temporary - V. 4.

And GOthgégﬁiﬁlr?d him to Palestine. And he connects his hearers with God and

Abraham and the covepant..

He speaks of Abraham's inheritance - And how the land would be promised

S s R

to his seed.
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V6 years that would elapse before the descendents

would possess the promised land. And this was mentioned in Gen. and Ex.

the form of the

ten plagues.

e AT i

Thchoven

covenant. And the seal of this covenant was circumcision. The removal of the

the ¢ 1der

fore—skin. And the religious idea here of placing

d into _and.

the covenant with all the blessings, preffises, obljgations - resulting therefrom.
# ;

these people. Set them apart.

Eve was made of Adam.

The covenant lipe was trg

Abraham begot Isaac. And circumcised him the

Thus this covenant,

y. And it continued from

Isaac through Jacob and then to Jacob's sons.

i

V. 8 - He

He was sold to

ngy,p.t It gave him grace and wisdom. ‘ d.of Joseph - the enemy

did. And the envious Jews. They did th< samd thing about Jesus. David was sold
e L iﬁ‘ i

in slavery. V. 10. God was with him, To take care of him,



~
“  Vgfl3)- There is a second.jeurney that Joseph made known himself to his brothers.
That was a of food. Both men and animals. There was not fodder for
the cattle and no grain for the people. And this is the point in which Stephen
exhalts and mentions Joseph.
- Ther‘

2y
me. But God meant it unto gggg.‘ Disaster had turned to triumph. Sold into Egypt

as a slave, wrongfully imprisoned, forgotten by men he had helped, God gave him

grace and wisdom.

This s a legely word. As it very simply means beauty. And strength
AR DRSS T
of character and charm, g a8 X , Now it would have been

and while in pg}sﬂﬁi But through wisdom and not of cleverness - but the ability to
take on a long view of things, and to see things that God sees. He welcomed each new

task that God offered him.
,\(z

g- 1%
through Joseph - V. 16. In which he tells

fS LEADERSH

This is a wonderful g;tﬁess Stephen has given. The rev%éation of God's glory

1 of God's covenant gthrough Joseph. And now the romance

through Abraham. The rehe




of God's leadership througt

His defense he emphasizes that God continues. They charged that they blasphemed

the law. And Moses, the law giver.

And the time for fulfillment was set. The

previous kinﬁ vas favorahle. But until the time of this new king, Israel flourished

g

unmolested. But now their troubles really hppip' Until the time of the memory of

Joseph and all that he had done, favor was upon the Israelites. But the new king

ns};hg;_kngw nor cared for Josegh, nor for any of the family. They met nothing to

the new king. Affliction began in Y ;the o%ﬂ/;gfééments and the ?isfpxﬁﬁiées

originally made to the Israelites, were Wiﬁigngt' And there began a wave of

P

destruction. All of the male children.

P

— e have a terrible situation -

And birth occurred at a

' terrible season. For he had to be expo. - and had to be saved in a most

remarkable way.

He was ed:;ized, instructed. They were noted for science, medicine,

i

astronomy, and math.

I Kings 4:30.

Moses like Paul was a man of the sgﬁgglan And this helped to make him a mighty
el

man. But he would have utterly failed without God. No divine work could be done
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without God. And the glorious story of what Moses accomplished. God brought the

01d Testament mediator to his great office. Now Moses was educated in every and
S A A e SIS S G SR

in all of the wisdom. A Qigﬂ}ficient education. Produced a man powerful in word
i s % ; O SR A 5,

oot ccu M KA

and in deed. Mighitily equipped for leadership.

of ésggggﬁhig_g;_agﬂwgeym The idea was in his heart.

R

He went out and he looked upon his bretheen - his own blood kin. Heirs of the

covenant. They were slaveg. He shared their hope.

J.\ﬁﬁH

ith the king - some distance from the oppressed

N

slaves. Two striking incidents of what he found are preserved. He$

And the E tian was

He had tremendous power and energy - but it was being

fatally injurcd agel i

badly misdirected. He was acting without a call or directory from God.

S

_= Understanding that God through his hand was giving salvation to them,

F
4
]

{25

feeling himself the deliverer and instrument of God, Moses had left the Egyptian

fort. Now he becomes the great deliverer. His people misunderstood him however.

he next day. He tried to make peace

and take their side. But Mgges eyes were open.

le established Thee as a ruler. And a Pharraoh

i

also Eggﬁgwof what was being done. And sought to bring Moses to account. Heb. 11:27.

A

{ﬁg§g§fggp people did not understand and Stephen talks about this as a view

i

of Moses being a type of Christ. Both were denied. Both were thrust out by
Israel. And God made both of them deliverers of Israel. But he made Christ

such a higher sense.
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Became a forgigner. His plans utterly failed for 40 years

- he spent in the wilderness.

daccincuaiia S

pd there he listened in V. 31 - ~
"“'

as the Lord's fg}ce rang out from the bush. It was a strange siégg ~ fire. There

was a voice. The Lord was revealing the meaning of the fire. And he gave his
full name in V. 32. T am the God. And he goes back to Abraham, to Isaac. And no

wonder Moses was trembling. And this was the way that Stephen thought of God. And

of Moses.

He removed his sandels. And received

~ He was standing on ho

his commission to deliver the Israelites.
The 2 day.not in the way that Stephen and his treatment ofmyggqg - but the
DR BRI i \-—_Emuﬂ-n \,/t

trouble lay Stephen said, in the}tgeatqgnt Moses_ received from. Israel From now on,
Stephen's accusers and the judges begin to see that Stephen is not on trial. But his
judges are. God's word, Moses himself, goes back just as Jesus did in John 5:45.
Moses paid a great price for leading them out of bondage.

S He discusses how they crossed tHe were delivered.

He comes to tell them that there had been brought to them The Ten

Commandments - the 11viﬁ§ commandments The living logia. In connection with

AT va
T e prqee T e S

the new covenant and its fulfilled promise in Christ. The living power of God

is in them. They are even unto life. Rom. 7:10,

The revelation of God's glory through Abrahay( The rehearsal of God's

covenant through Joseph{ The romance of God's leadership through Noses: And now

i R s
v b i I e
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he comes to close by charging the fathers with the

- the disobedience of his people.

iection of Moses at Sinai.

L a calf as they wors

ped. in Egypt.
And they rejoiced in the work of their own.hapds. They had a feast, dancing,
and singing.

Now Stephen and talks about their

in the book of Amos. He summarizes this with the tabernacle in the

wilderness. V. 47 - the house that Solomon built - the temple. And yet they

continued in their disobedience.

away upon his mission to the Queen. In return, she used her influence for him

ed more than ever.

And there were many who heard

him and believed. People ought to do what God wants them to do. And he will take
care of them. Often we will hear young people say, the Lord has called me to

preach or be a missionary. But I have family and other obligations. And I just
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can't give up a job or go to school.

reach or be a missionary, you go right ahead on

f’;ng‘_v has called you to

faith and God will open the way for you. Many can testify to that fact. As I

can in my own behalf.

And they had no

going to places of amuéemggt at ni

B

ght, . .He was 8tro DD

o =
e
o

and he looked for aiﬁiife of

R R

on which to wipe the bladé. But since

placedthere by the

he could find nothing - he tore a

Gideons. Suddenly, his eyes caught these words

He smoothed out the piece of paper and read the remaining words of

the sentence.| Jes

He was startled by this text. He Qpened)the Bible and read for

Then fell on hig ] g, poured o

It cut the sinner to the

Ete

heart.

Now the

They were cutting their hearts. They ¥

eings are like that. It is easy to get angry. Than to

=

reacher. Sinf huma
P__—___, ul 9%



14—

humble one s self and ery out, God be meig}ful to me a sinner. Luke 18:13.

But after all, thgwi;gmnd_thatvyou hge, is one that shows you your

ioht. And that's the task of the

£

/

dondition before God and ur
i A

i
!
preacher.

You remenber \D M- he was a man that temptation knocked on his heart and he

fell in sin.
And Nathan replied, alright Lord,
and get him to face his sin. He goes to the

king. And then he says, I want to tell you the case that has come to my attention.
»

And he told the s

cried out

killed. And the prophet said, f

sin and he felt his guilt. And he saidig . j nd Nathan just as quiekly

replied, the Lord hath put away thy sin.

He saw himself guilty. And he cried out to God for forgivenness. But sinners in

Jerusalem were not like David. They mashed on him.

see the troublemakers here. That in this earthly court that was

» s

]E;ylng Stephen - but he knew that ‘he was not accountable to them. This, he knew,

thé%%he was to look into Heaven - the Supreme Court of the universe and he saw

P = -
"%

susks andlng at his righg EQQQ‘A

God onﬂphe throne and he

right hand. He is to remain there wntil his return to earth. We see him standing
AP ROy

up ~ the glory of that scene. A deeper truth than this lies behind it.

needed help and he looked toward Heaven for it. When you expect someone to help
Y4

you - you do not expect to sit down. So here we see Jesus rising - stretching his
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hands.

<:;zzou are lost tonight, then he will reach down and will help.ygp. And he

will help you to carry your load.

And yet he was interested in what was

happening. This is the promise. He will never let you walk alone.

He saw the Heavens open and the son of man

standing on the right hand of God. And when he said this, the people cried and
W;thod's truth - they will not

listen to it. That is why many people will not come to church - they do not want

to hear the truth. Or when you tell them that they are poor, guilty sinners -
*ﬁ#ﬁ

they say none of that for me. They stop their ea;s, they

and Christ knocks and they will ng&rlet him get in.

There are even Christians that close their ears and their hearts. And they

do not want to be faithful and give their best.

2. They said, ‘ us stone him. Let us put him

to death. And they rushed on him in their anger.

They

. against the word. One is due to God's grace who
is able to a&fggnmandwx%%t. Tﬁe other is due to man's guilt. Now man cannot egg
the spirit with his unregenerated or natural ability. Conversion of the sinner is
not easy to explain because the work of conversion is in the Holy Spirit. What did

yvour fathers do - Stephen said. They persecuted every one of the prophets.
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Though the Holy Spirit spoke to them. Even to this day, according to the statement

with approval and

R I SN

They were hostile in the final
analysis. They shouted less they hear another word like Stephen's voice - and they

went against him. And they took him outside of the city - Yif§§;} Lev. 24:14.

v

hat is the paved streets afforded no suitable steones - they took him outside of

et

thé\ city where there were plenty of stones available. , ,
iy Lhon o o 9 Dol 2ot Vb Aot gl

oy Ol P/ ﬁiﬁ Vki ol Q#y 73{st«ﬁr 6}4wwr"

‘cast them at a yeune man

XA NG Y

AR e

Saul

“%wwmmmw
was acting in a capacity hi

even worthy to take his place.

He perhaps was s t. This is something however that Saul never forgot.

The time will come when he'll see Jesus and he'll fall down before him, and give’

his life to the Master.

How will it be with you when you come down to death. Adm. G

Will you be able to say

that. Can Jou say I am ready, Lord I have trusted thee as my Saviour. I have

tried to live for thee. And now I long to come home to be with thee. When you

come to the end of the way, I wonder if some of you will have to cry out - Oh God,

give me a little more t1me.“

A
o,

vy Saviour, but

Will some of you as atChrlstlan have to say, I trusted Thee as
T have not lived for you. And I am ashamed to meet you. Stephen was ready, and

gladly did he go up to meet Jesus. I think that Stephen dies as he kneels down



ey

and

R N

him to death. He was praying for them.

AT

e is probablyvdying on Calvary where Jesus died. Perhaps,

outside the city wall might have been right close to Calvary.

e il ot 2 Hin A d A

‘M//””Knd Stephen knew that shortly he would stand Why did he 5%?%ig.

2

pray for himself. Why did he not spend his time getting ready tgmfgge the judgement,_£7é7;z!

Well, he had done that a long time ago. He had no fear for himself,

4
Will you have to ask for

forgiveness, for your sins - or will it be well with your soul. Death may come

sooner than vou think.

Stephen prayed for those who,killedAh%m. The days went by and his prayers were

answered. Because Saul, the chief persecutor was saved.

_And it is remarkable here that it says - You know our word

the sleeping . It is a word picture of rest. Calmness
- 4in contrast to violence or rage. This is what Jesus-said--of.Lazarus. And
Stephen went to rest to wake up one day from all of his troubles — just like going

to sleep. We fall asleep and we wake up in Heaven. And the stones of the slayer

are going to be changed to jewels. Heaven's court would receive him.

Stephen is one man we find no regret in. And if you are going to be an influence

in the world for Cod, you ought to seek to live like this man.

And if we are going to be victorious, we need a heart like he had. Because

it showed in his face.



nightingale. Plowed the ground, filled it with the kind of worms-

at the nightingale

was especially fond of. Studied all the literature he could find on them - and did

everything to make it a paradise. The first year nomne came. ggg se

But there was as the shadows fell late afternoon of a day in the t@;;dﬂyear, he was

greeted:with a delightful song %f a nightingales. This was the first pair

rison contracted a dread disease, FHe asked the dogtor,
i e et ST
reme. He was told Jthere is no hope.

The man looked up
into the sky and he cried out
for me. The chaglaén told him that God was merciful. He tried to help him. But

it was too late. The chaplain told him that God had a mesgage of hope. And he said,

I can't face God alone. Send for my old father. He'll be glad

R
SRR &

, F \,
last thing that that boy saidﬁilbqgnl£$§eet‘GQq alone.. What

of Step he knew that God wgs waiting for him!




