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HOW.-MUCH DO I HAVE TO DO

Matthew 5:41

"And _whosoever shall , thee to go a mile, go with him twain.”

Neo_doubt vou have heard in your conversation, pgp) talk about the

‘second mile religion.
L — =

Jt ever occured to you how easz it seems that
e EEEERTATEES

people become Christiang and then how _difficult.it is for them to live in

P g

this.world as a Christian. It is obvious that thousands of people have
become Christians. And perhaps in the strict sense, Christians - they have

had a conversion Dbut their

Christians. There is some great need today that ought to take place, that
[ 4
should be a big difference in becoming a Christian and making it very easy for

people to be born of the spirit becauselye

ilp.in a body~of

ilesh. In fact, we live in afnhysical.bg@égand it is really not easy for us

to do what Jesus suggests here in our text.

OO

We are thinking tonight in Germs yof how much do I have to do - and in this
RCH I PEARED

special service we are to ordain some deacons at the close of it.
CRPTIREREERRTRNTY

leaders . The very name indicates the roll of a servant.

Duringﬂthefcentuﬁégg% he £

,helgerg one to hg&gﬁig_;ﬁg,gark of . the cgﬁ;ch. The chuyrxehes have dgaﬂﬁns, el?érs,

or steyd%ds, or men:who have been selected to assist and to help in carrying on
4

ipdamental fungLipn has been that of a servant, a

God's work.

ipj was a deggon and he spept a

You remember in the New Testament, |

good deal of his time out workine and wftneggine.

Now jneyer made anz anlogie§ for the demands which he made upon his

disciples. something to be a Christian. It costs something to be a
e e v _ o
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1Q2§é§ in the church. And when you think about it, d&L}é_ﬁ-iﬁél_LQ&&b
responsibility.

&

When we thiplk about that gxpressijon, the second mile, has been used

in many ways.

‘ﬁ!ﬁ,onlyﬁto apply to-Christians — but people yly that to
S = REQR.EARD

salesmanship and they apply it to positive living. But did you know that

what Jesus was saying:
S 2 o

We have here presented to us foundation princi

living and sggyipe. Most of us look out for our duty. Others of us will

do just what the law requires. If we would truly understand this statement,

of Scripture for memoxry work, to a group of pupils. On the following Sunday

morning, he asked for a volunteer, to give the vgﬁSe. And one boy answered
LN

that he knew it. Here is the way he quoted it ~— And whosoever shall compel

'y
thee to go with him one mile, go with him by train..

And that is about the understanding that some of us have with this text.
&

ﬁ?
'bﬂ& When we go back to theéyuigxgugga,nd setting of this verse, it is very
[P ;585______m$3

important. Wherever the @Méﬂlad conguored a new-town, aéoman ggke}
was put in the maxkeiplace or in the pringciple gate of the city. Sometimes,

qu;zhgﬂﬁ,passed under it. Sometimes just the 1eade;§ passed under signifying

and promising that they would give obedience and tribute to the Roman Empire.
L

Now this passage refers especially way back to thquggdan_gxs;fEBbf

noypied-coutiors. The latter development was not a pogtalwservice but it was



Y transportation for lugga;e. These moypted messengers were

stationed by the king of Tersia at fixed ifies with hogrses ready for use
3 g £S5

to send royal messengers one to another. So if a man is passing such a post,

or station, an offjedal.may rush oqut and compel him to go back to another
station to do_an. , for_the kipe. This was called imgressmen?)into the

service. TFrom the military stand point, it was not merely the offer, but it

was a @m bservice.

And you might expect in an emergency no one would expect you to go farther than

a mile.

The Jews of Palestine were a consc

ople -~ the Roman government
o

s’

had ovezgggg&ed and eﬁiigggé'them. The Roman legislature had imgoged upon themn

many responsibilities - and some of them were easy and pleasant. Butthis one

comes to mind that the proud ngi%? people who were surpressed and controlled

by the foreign power made it difficult.

&

down a country road and efoss a Jewish boy working in the fi;ld, oY even

a pan_ for that matter - he (if

Lo compel that bgy or that man to

carry his pack for a mile.

Hopefully at the end of that mile, he could find somigne else to carry

it another mile.

It was just like

How you can imagine how

dropping a bomb shell They wondered if he was
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tO%Eﬁxaﬂawshgaﬁnmaa_gxg%sm and that he was saying, you must obey them. And

when Jesus said, you cheerfglly&ﬁouon:with

- not only were
they to go the law of the land. But Jesus was saving you just go a little

farther.

0f course, wg_nisantbﬂ_angge of the message of this verse, if we think

only of the ngigkialmilingg or the military angle. TFor he was speaking of the

individual in his Qgginaég or his pgofession and tried to apply it to all of
life.

Jesus is here giving the(Sermon on the Mounts He is telling people about

happiness and how to live the abundant life

hat many a.mgo and boy.were barely able to make that one

nile. 4nd only as a sacrificenfbhaiy own dienity which was offending. Perhaps

there wax{ a gan working in a _field

trying to harvegt h{g/crog befose the rain comes. e is probably trying to get

He is trying to make a bed now. Iie is

the crop in today. Sundown arrives ~ and suppose he is fighting a«dead-line like

-

this. And he wvanted to get to the market-

i

lace before 5 o'clock. BEefore things

closed. And just a feua swhere arrives a"”omanqsoldiéﬁtand demands

that he stop what he is doing and carry his pagh.-for.a.mile. I suppose at the_end

of such a journey, more than one lebrew boy or man flung his pack at the feet of
AT
82
the Roman soldier and said - if~lrgver meelf you at night in the dark alley, T.will
" : v————

get evenwith yoy.for this.

There are mgpy.peaple who take the de fe just like that and say

- Lhads

I'11 do what T have to do whether I like it or not but I am not going to like a

thing about it. And don't vou count on me going any farther than thus far.
’ L e

On thexéther hand/can you @ a Roman soldier comes along
S : N i : A



and a boy is in the field tendin and the soldier demands that he

e

carries the pack for a mile. The by smiles, and he

t, and

ladly carrle

me about the wonderful

he walks along and he 1di estions,

places vou've been. Yeou've been across the seas. How do you like our pegple.

After the mile the soldier notices that the boy ds still happy, he is still

walking along. And as they come into the 3xd pile, the soldier sees the boy
is still enjoying himself, and he is dumb-founded. He has never witnessed such
1D = L OU

joy.

supposed to do things like this. And I found out a long time ago,‘if vou do

what Jesus says, it

ddng., And when Xogwggm@m%gvagain

sometimes, I'd like to know about it and know you better. T can imagine the
Roman soldier going off mumbling under his breath. And I wonder 1f somewhere
down the line that very soldier might have looked at the crggs. And of course

that boy did not know whether he would see that man again.

Now there are SQVGr@lbe@:W”ww;%ég that we might make if we take this
literally. UWow there are some of us who have never yet begun to be Christianms.

And Jesus is giving us the general law of the kingdom of Heaven, in this sermon.

I. THIS IS THE\UNIVERSAL LAV OF CHRIST

The first thing that I would like for us to understand is that Jesus is
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winiversal law of Christian conduct here. He was speaking of men

who were limw in compliance with the Roman government.
-

And this law of Christian conduct was to be for priya:

@a gpan compelled or commanded you to go one mile, you as a Christian - you are

obligated to go on a second mile.

,. ) be . o s
real_sease, all.__gﬁ_,,].;? canptaken in this light. There are.

You know I think pile. In a very

can go the first mile and we can go the segomd mile. People go the first mile
when things are easy. But they do not want to go the second mile because it may

be hard. And so like the old Persian word which means to conscript, to carry the

royal mail for the King's messages.

es This is the basic

requirement of you. This is a demand that vou go this first mile.

gcertainly does have privileses. And some of these privileges have

built in blessings and benefits, that come to us as human beings.

(Go2 charges us with some responsibi

come to undevstand that l':;fe doesn't really owe t’ﬁ.ep. 2ll that nuch.

i&y. A lots of people have never

Lord, my chureh, my.society, my city. I owe life some things.
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This is a very simple and basic RaTab] of life. Feople need to be reminded

of it - especially in the 11

There are /e

working.

As

you owe God, or your church.

Now thefh’ Jdoes not_say that the leaders in the church have to gg.le

&5, or even Synday morning. Zut there

y
gether.

Just like there

Just as there

are certain things in being a good neighbor.

Just as there are certain things in obeying the law and paying your bills.

(g;é too many do not yn

But the first mils has the privilege of

being extracted fro; say - well Preacher I just.don.t like

that, I don't like the fact that there are some l%¥5 and rule% imposed upon me

in society. Some things that the Lord even lays down for your life. Well, the

did not. likewdt '“"'L?r.
1 RS ESRE

Lhe law of the land. And
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55y the thipgg that are Caesar's and unto God that which is God's.

And this is the whole matter of life. Ingtead of being rg%ul and hateful,

and aéyﬂ@g,e., and argue - we just can't go through life and ppll all the juice out
7

of all things and getting all the goodies and all the benefits and have them

to fall upon us without some restrictions and without going down that first mile.

Then he had a dxeam in which it seems he was transported to the gafes of Hell.

Ceased by the opportunity, Wesley ipquired ~- are there any Preghybesbans here?

Yes, was the reply. Anv Roman Catholiss - ves. Any Congrogabiemals - yes. He

hesitated a moment and then he said - nqt To his dismay,

the answer was the sape.

Suddenly his

any PresbaeePisns here - no! And so on down through the list he went - until he
i -

sand he stood at the gate of Héaven. Are there
e [

came to the question that most interested him. Are there any Mgthodésts>here ~

he was shocked to receive the same stern reply - po.

1yen . @:ris tians

Well then, he asked din §¥£€2‘£iS§ - please_tgll me

was the jubiliant ansx@:
pisal

I wonder if your OW is for the one little group that you belong

too. Do _you love all.tha brefhren. This was a strange experience for VWesley.

T : ; hat ; . % ; . e,
When he came to discover that man first of all must make this first mile. Regardless

of what denomination he was.



When we, like Wesley, slay egoty then we will discover that whosoever
TmasSamymneest

e for my sake, shall save it. That is exactly what Jesus

Ysays to you as C. S. Lewis expresses it,
7

(give me aliﬁ I don't

want so much of your money and so much of your work. I_have not come to torment

your natural self but to kill it. Ng half measures are any good. I don't want

to cut off a branch here and a branch there. T want to have the whole tree down.
I don't want to drill the tooth or crown it, or stop it - but to have it out.
Hand ower the whole natural self, All the desires which you think innocent as

well as the ones that you think wicked. The whole outfit - and I will give you

a new self.

You remember that\ id -~ our old self was crucified with him. That
' ' rd

is with Christ. To do away with our sinful body. Uow this helps us not to be

self-centered but to be God-centered. And we slay ego.

I read ahout a { )in college who stayed for J years and made straight

Afs. She

&
gree because she took all electives -~ that is, she did

not want to take the reguirements. And vou know, if we are not careful in our
SRR

church today, there are é;§:>of people who just want to take the electives. They

want just what they want out of the church but they don't want to take the

requirements of Jesus here and go the second mile and fulfill this.
<3

For example,

be 3illy Graham eyaficelists. They want to go and hold city-wide and county-yide
Lo ~ = RPN RIESREIS

meatings but none of them really want to go down the fixsi.mile into the one
Lo s L

roorn churchh and preach. Or go out to the cewugiry reach and work among those

who need help. Yow you really can't go that sggemd mile until you have fulfilled
the first. The first mile is the hard one. 1t is what is demanded, and required

of us. I don't believe that Cod is going to bless vou with his promised blessing

Fy



until you fulfill the requirements there and go the second mile.

Now I think today,ou are going to find happ iggig, Vou OdgilebQugdye.

1

rch. HNow there are sometimes it is

§ money to the Lilly Graham Cyrusades and other movements

Bpe ’4 l
that come along, ingm ther organizations. And we don't want these other organizations
to go under financially. 3But you must be concerned that we as a church stay afloat.

That is your first responsibility. There is some peopleike to give all their

time and work to more exglii phases of the ministyy. HNow that is very good. There

.

are people who like to get out on the outside of th

church into this, that, or

the other and it involves them in some sort of religious activity that seems to

be glamorous and at the same time they sacrifice their attendance and their
W’m

*

responsibility to their church.

recently, the finske&dme in the history of the First

Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, that they were facing some serious financial
ARSI ST
trouble. Because many of their people were giving to all the glamorous things
R TR TN,
instead of giving their time and tithes through the local df h. It is so easy
for us to let this attitude of society slip into the church. And let the glamorous
\*’—’\'—_‘*"‘/—7 "

things in this second mile effort sort of S?EEEi;Ef? for the responsibilities

of the first mile.

attepdameewis in the church for which Jesus died. Every leader needs to keep

his priorities in place.

Ifwe don't, the benefits then won't come to us in the first, second, or

the third mile.

For example, if T could illustrate something that we could all understand
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There are § 1le) who quite oftgn come along and want to

s it M
be 1? Without

> b - of going down the first mile or the second mile.
The come along and they want to bhe a_aelgi%§ and they want to do something

glamorous. They don't want to come to choir practice and work at that time that

V4

it takes and is required. Now I'm telling you that I think that Jesus requires

that you go that first and that second mile will come out, and you will be of

blessing to him.

Now I have indicated that this is universal conduct for a Christian - go

that first mile.

4)// Second, I have tried to indicate to you that @

Jesus said in Matt. 16:25 - whosoever shall save his life, shall lose his
Jife, Mow this means that the man who is ivesin his attitude - and

says this is my life and [ 1l get mine. . fdise Took after Mo. 1. HWow that man

is going to end up losing the very thing that he is trying to save. But whosoever

says I am going to lgse my life for Christ's sake ~ he'll find it at the end of

life. He'll find it. And that's the way that leaders in the church discover the

greatest joy.

'told(ézzzzw— you foggive.not 7 times but 70 times

You remember thati Jesy
e Wt

7. Jesus was not limiting to 490 the times that you are g to forgive. le

was say ing in@gﬁini;g&y - always. You just keep on forgiving. The man is not

supposed to keep score of what he has been offended of.

The §

\had it all figured out. Don't commit adultery openly before
2 -

the eygg.of. people - you are safe, And you_can think anything you want. Now
Jesus said to be sure that there is a restriction on committing this sin in

the public. And Jesus talked about committing it in your heart. He talked abqut




the Sabhath.still being a(holy .

But how much more gladly will a man give above the law. The blessings really

geingly - ours is a second mile

lie in the second mile. Not that you do

it gru
religion - not a disgruntled keeper of the law. Well, I'll give so and so -
I don't want too and I am a church member. You know, you are going to be miserable

that way.

Now I think a lot of deacons and {leaders. he church’ -~ nowy _they can come -
w\?@% o ST PR S TR AR X

Vﬁ&%LEELﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂéi,h%Ne Lo_come to a meeting of the church. Hegay.be tired, he may

be just as tired as everyone else. Zut when he comes, and will go the second mile

dotd ou WOTry

7e'1l take care of that. Now

ay School Teachg} who doesn t haye to be in her class,é%fﬁ&i

-

grr Sunday morning. Tt may be that Sunday School Teacher who does not have to

WOILY thatedadduidugl vho is nQt present in hexr.class, has been absent -
x5 _— J s

sick, or indifferent. ow she really doesn’t have to do this but here is a teacher

and she puts a little extra dimension into it. And

she goes out and she says we really do love you and we want you. That is second

mile.

I think this is a ¢ member in the church when the ision is made

and he finds himself in the mwinority. Now its the way he responds in that code

-

— though T may disagree, I will not be disagreeable and whether I have my own way

or not, though it is my right to oppose you in the church - I am not going to

call all of my friends and gossip in the homes. I will forego that right. I will
contribu te that part to the solution. Rather than being a problem. To me that

is second mile religion.
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There was the story told of a fa A young doctor came and
watched him do his surgery and greatly benefited there from. One day some oI
o

the young men began to notice at the end of every operation instead of simply

tieing two knots the doctor had a habit of tieing three knots. At the end of

one of his operations a young student said to him, I want to ask you a question.
Does not the books teach that one knot tied in the thread after the operation if
tied correctly is all that is necessary. For he noticed that he followed the
book to the letter — you made the incision like the book said. You brought the
Eééﬂ? together like the boog said. The operation, and then you tigd_gﬂgmggggg -

is that right. Yes, answered the doctor, that's what the book says. 1 don't

b i

understand the student said - will you please explain. And he said gy secret
hiaanddl s

. . ] A . .
is calling my sleeping knot. That is tonight, when T go to bed, and I run,

RS Gy,

through this operation again, the question will come - did I- tie the knot. And

then I will remember that I tied three. And it cannot come loose...

And I can always go to sleen.

You see, that's the great principle of life - he found a lot of satisfaction

in doing more than he was required to do. And if our attitude of life is so
self-centered that we do only what life demands, it will kill us. And we will
never experience the blessings of that second mile. But if we try to substitute

this joy, it will bring something into our lives.

TSR

TIT. THIS TEXT WILL HELP BRING QUT THE BEST TN OTHERS:

I think when you go the second mile you will be able to be a blessing to

other people.

iérold YMorganytold of an experience of finding the Gospel of John

in the back seat of ayCab in New York City. He said someone left this Gospel of
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John in your back seat. Speaking to the cab driverx. The driver said, I put it

there. I've been driving a cab for 20 years - this is how I witness. I put the
SRy P W

Gospel of John - I tuck it inside always. He said you know, one day a trial

) was_riding.along and he reacted negatively to the Gospel of John. FHe

said, I.11 have.nothing to do with iE. I have always managed for myself. There

will come a time, said the cab driver, when you won't be able to take care of _

vourself. 1ie said, well, when will that be. Whgn vou stand before the judgement

bar of God.without Jesus as your Saviour. The cab driver said, it is not my job
to make Christians out of my passengers. It is my job to witness and to sow
the seed. Now he was going the second mile. He was being beneficial to others.

He had given out over 25,000 copies of the Gospel of.Johweand 45,000 tracts.

Another good way of illustrating this is the story é?ibr. who told

of a<zarme§<ﬂu>vmn.his neighbog to Thrist and to church. The farmer had been

long concerned during the summer meeting of his church. He sought to win him to

a public profession of faith. e invited him to attend the services at the church
& F

but the man offered many excuses. e said, %t last, that he was Tehiod with is

plowigg..and he must make a crop. The next morning the Christian came to take

his neighbor’s placSwad=dtbe.plow, so that he might attend the revival services.

God's spirit worked a miracle of grace and the farmer professed his faith in

Christ. He becarme a useful member of the church.

We shall not win our neighbors without a conviction of their need for the

1 .

master. /And faith in the ability of Christ to redeem. We shall not witness until
4

we have compassion. Ve will need more than a pass word. TigbakesSwdill

ess

to work in_go-g ion with the spirit. And courage to continue to labor on
until Zeaven's victory is won. This man went the second mile and brought out

the very best in his neighbor.



1V. THE SECOND MILE WILL LIGHTEN OUR BURDEN

could

. 1

hie church

would practice this - what a 1ift it would give to everyone.

I!

As someone has said, don't give your guests milk after you

1, .

have skimmed
W

1/ 4

the cream off.

4
. this truth -

. \ o
butt on his co tg-0ff, And he says, wife, will vou sew it on. OFf courge, she
; 3 H J H

I might illustrat s hurrying off to work and the
S ; URIYINE QLT

stops and says, your buttons get off at the most in- opportune times. Why didn't
you tell we about it last night and she fgﬁgﬁgbsome more and she finally finishes

the button and throws the coat on the table. There it is - next time, let me know
T, M oyt

when it gets loose. And then she goes on back to her dishes.

at the end of the week. She said I haé extra

expense, I need £5.00. And the husband replies what in the world do you do with

so much money anyhow.

Now theisecondsgpile religiogggould do the thing 1jle this -~ here is the

he comes in and he says honey, I've got a bygto ££. Oh yes, 1711

fix 1f in just aeminute. She fixes and finishes the button. She holds the coat
W—

i

for him to put it on. And he goes on his way with a song in his heart.

How it is the § 's sturn and she says, hone ou know I've had some
Vi J 3

extra expense. I am about $5,00 short this week. And the husband says, well,

vou know I don't see %ov you ever stretch money as far as you do - Here\__iijg&

instead g Now that is the second ond mile that we are_talk about. 46w much
~m___“¢&s Q~7W

do- I haw to do.
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’)huﬁwz/ V. THE BIBLE TELLS US THAT GOD WENT THE SECOND MILE

Now every mkn should be ready to do much - he ought to be ready to
e ]

suffer much. The Christian's work must never be done in a slavish spirit.
It must be done in a chgekful.spisik. If we render our Christian service
in reluctance with a complaining spirit as though we unwelcome the task - then
we are not doing it like God would have it done. Let me point out two or three

things here.

John.3:16, Did you ever think about

) think about {

that verse of Scripture. ent that he himself
LS ; eSS

did not live. Of course the greatest second mile ever presented to the world
R TSRy
was Jesus himself. And in spite of all of this, men still turn away from God.

With God in your life it will be a joy to travel that second mile just as Jesus

traveled it.

Now this man was not prgssed into going the

second mile ~ nor was he pressed into going the first mile. But it was simply

something that he had in his heart. Think about what it cost that man. He had
Lo

to use his own apimal, use his own money, and he had to get_pmedicald. help. And

he had to get a room for this man who had been wounded for this man to lodge in.

And he had to gét food for him. Now this was going the second mile.

pasn't compelled to go the first mile with Saul. BRBecause
TIPSRy

Saul sought to take his life.

avasﬁégé forced to pay back any of the money that he had collected
in the wrong manner. When God came into his life - when he got his life in line
with Jesus. Zacchaeus was ready to go not just the firgt.mile of paying his

debts back, but he was going to double up because I have caused some of these
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people an inconvenience and I have done them wrong morally.

)= take the case of thiqvgﬂn.in Matt. 27:22 and it is also
given in Mark 15:21 - such service as this man rendered was not popular. They

-~ the cross of

found a man named Simon and they cogg&%led him-to bear his.cros

Jesus. Yow this was forced service. He was pressed by the Roman soldiers.

7

Who were escorting our Lord - not merely to accompany them but he was to carry

a load.

The thought is doubtless that being compelled to carry baggage.
RO gL AP

Now this demand was inconvenient for Simon.

Perhaps Simon had heard of Jesus and he had heard Jesus talk about if a

man compel yvou to go one mile - go with him two mi

les. And Simon gladly said,

I will gladly carry the cross - 171l travel the second mile. How much do I
SLIE A A . E

have to do? Vell, the whole problem boils dowm tof jmuch do vyou really

iilingly undertake.

want to do. é?;anmch are you 2oing to w




