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"THREE REASONS FOR BEING A CHRISTIAN"

Hebrews 13:8

:'!; //’
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever. There is Eggggg;)

more certain that impresses us than the nature of this earthly life. Things change.
— e

We change our calendars each week, or each mgg;h, or each Zg;r. Wf),ourselves, have

changed. . We glance around us and we find that there has been a change evggzy%g;g.

And change takes place - even though there are limitations placed upon us.
M“"V

We discover that there are some tﬁ%ggs that continue to change without stability.

Henry Francis Lyte wrote al hymn .whbide with me, fast falls the evening tide

-
The darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide.

|

; When other helpers fail, and comforts flee
/

/
!

"

Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

e

“Swift to its close ebbs, out life's little day

Earth's joys grow dim - it's glories pass away

Change and decay, all around I see

1 Oh, Thou, that changes not, abide with me.

~

Those lines express that man's experience. And he must have written it for

S

ity. It is a<£é£§1§lﬂ? that captures the heart. And the man that wrote that

hymn is a man that(éfligzgd,that Jesus Christ is the same yesgfrday, t?day, and fe;ever.

~



It is(ééil;ﬁgﬁpglégp or the man,(ééi}it is the Christ. There is a story about
"\l} a school that decide

hearing a sermon in the school chapel. Somebody asked him about the name of the

He said that he had come after

Preacher. Really, he says, I cannot remember the man's name. All I know is, that
the Preacher(showed me Christ/) That is the duty of the man of God - to show nothing

but Jesus Christ. And therein lies faith.

When we read this, Jefgg_Ch_;igg)— there were the usual names used in
reference to our Lord. This simple name ofwas used. Which was a Hebrew name.
There were hundreds of bql§ who bore that name in Galilee. But the(éééég)fbrm of

the 0ld Testament Hebrew name was Joshua. And that name was one that was coined

by a man - the great Moses. And our Lord had that name and he is described as

the son of God, the heir of all things, the logos.

The other name, is@ The Messianic title - this tells of his office, his

_w%,, his w But he was more than human - he was KWL And when these

two titles are brought together - we have the unchanging one, And it is understood

that we consider that he is the sam&yjesterday, today, and forever.

These three divisions of time offer us today three exeellent reasons for
accepting Jgiu_s Christ. This expression has to do with him. For the reason that I
have suggested. All things about us are changing. And therefore, to know that he

changes not - is a great joy.

The Scripture '
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he had started with the alphabet and had exhausted all words to describe him.

)’ his cotigge was dying. And Lee Richmond visited him on his
death bed. He had led this man to Christ. And as he sat near, he asked the person
about the hoggfﬁqz\spernity. And putting the wasted fingers upon the Bible - they

said - Christ is here¢/:And then they pointed ugyg;d and said - Christ is there,”
T e - e R RO

times the expression, is used.
e e e

‘ pha.and Omeca - the beginning and the end, saith the Lord.
/
Which is, and which was, and which is to come - the Almighty.'/He is the §}pha and
. i i s f God, together. His story in
Omega of the bgg} He Qiggé_the‘Blble the word of God, together is TY

prophesy runs through all the pages and makes the Bible one book.

me - it is done. I am Alpha and Omega - the

beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is a thirst of the fountain of
!

life freely./ He is the Alpha and the Omega of the soul that is thigrsty. If you

drink of this world, you must drink again. If you try to quench your thirst with

riches - the thirst will increase. If you try to satisfy it with honor - you will

cry out again - ohidgzggghed man that I am. But if you drink of the living water,

you will never thirst again,

i

.BEX‘,ZZ?lS.' Iﬂapufhe_Alphawapq,theﬁq_;;; - the beginning and the end. The

. o, .
first and the last. He is the Alpha and the Omega of the homecoming. He journeys

WEEE’%; all the way. When our eyes are blinded by sin - we know that he is near.

He is at our side. At the time of sickness, and in health, in sunshine, in shade -

it

he is there with us until the last day's work is done.



-

When life's race is , and we cross over - his presence will be with us -

and we'll see him face to face.

-
!
mastexful. There is PM&@ @

f%;g away and they were glad to enter the swine and to drown in the waters of the

ing about Jesus is

sed.

Zz —

His word or his was powerful. The wﬁed the boat - even
; . —

the trained fishermen were afraid. But at the sound of his voice - the wayes hushed.

The storm was over and the sea was calm.

-
There was power in hig hand.z He had to but touch a sightless eye with his

finger or to lay his hand upon a pain wracked body -~ and stretch forth his arms

to the wicked and bring peace to those who had distress. Indeed, he is powerful

in every way. The Scriptures talk about his miracles, the Devils, the disease,

death - he conquored all. And he is described in this The same ye?erday,
——————— ] =z

today, and tomorrow.

The revised version - there is little word - yea. Adding to the reading.
It says, Jesus Christ is thezggme today. That he was yesterdazl) Now that is a

truth that is filled with sweetness and comfort.

It is just here that the yea comes in - which is literally Amen. And it is
as if the angels in the skies were giving ascent to the statement. If he is the

same now as he was when he blessed little children - and forgave sinful women. And
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comforted broken-hearted people, then I must receive him with my heart.

I want to present to yothhre;Dreasons for being a Christian. Now doubtless

today - we could think of a (thousand easons why we ought to be Christians. And

maybe you have some things that you know as to why people ought to be Christians,

Christ.

You have(iégi)sight of yesterday - of the sin. If you broke God's » you

cannot ignore it., It is a fact, if you have spgkggﬂggg%ggly or falsely against

someone, you cannot let that matter slip and expect somehow it will be alright.

Boys flying kites haul in their white winged birds

)| But you cannot do that when you are flying words.

Therefore, I ameaking in generalities - but this has to do with sin

and reformation cannot cure that trouble. There is no outside application that can

be made that will avail, year or so ago, there wagﬁa wellzup on Eégiéig:giEi@,

1;..\/}) /
7 in whichsomeone had put some D In some unaccountable way as to the reason

- we do not know., But it was dangerous to dxink that water - or to allow cattle

to drink it, If you had gone to those people and said, let me build you a new well §w&vﬂ

- let me give you a new bucket to use. And the water would be purified. Now that



-6-

would be wide of the truth. That sort of reformation would not bring any cure.

And a man doing his best would not panic - for ég\your best from today on, was

@which you had committed in the P_a;t, the @* which you have brok

of yesterday - reaching back from today, back to the egzlz_§§x§~pf your experience.
Then remember, your sin is against Gpd. And certainly that man needs a divine

prepared atonement.

The Bible says the wages of sin is death, Plainly it says, the

EREtnbhatbat

sinneth - it shall die, And_gg_ggg_ﬁgxge; - we are likewise told, was made

sin for us. Who knew no sin = that we might be made the righteousness of God in

him. And the Scripture states that Christ died for our sins,

"Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her

warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned, for she hath received of

the Lord's hand doul of all of her sins."

A man once said that this did not mean that she was to receive double puniegfegx.

For that would be unjust. But he said in the old Jewish days, when one was in debt

and gave his note as a promise for payment, he gave it on a perforation piece of

parchment. He wrote the obligation across this paper in such a way that it would

e~

witness and was originally used. The ggiﬁiﬁig;gﬂg_one part of the parchment while

the oP took the other part. Now when the debt was paid, the portlon held by

the creditor was given to the debtor and was nailed to the door7as a sign of payment.
o 1en

So remember, that in our debt of sin, he hath taken the hand-writing which was

against us - and has nailed it to his cross.
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And we are free from the law - that is a happy condition - and the best

G;H;;;;;)to the sin problem is found in Chr1§$,- the redeemer. As described

"the lamb slain from the foundation of the world."

LQ{ (ﬂenry Ostro@ described an African prince visiting the settlement at the
A A \

_~—St. Louis exposition. He was clad in citizen's clothes - the people from Africa

appeared in their native costumes. When this stranger proclaimed himself as a

prince, why they ridiculed him. An aged man said, I can tell whether you are a
— T e

prince of the royal blood. He ran his fingers down the back-of the neck of the

one who claimed to be a prince - and he found the scar that was there - the_yark

of h£§,£9224§y' And he fell on his knees and all of the others worshipped him.

=
his feet., And in his side and back - as he blessed us with even scars on his

And he stands before us as the lamb that was s¥ﬁ}n - scars on his hands and
PP e o A—

brow. He is our Redeemer. Jesus paid it all - all to him I owe,

LIl TODAY

If we were set free from the penalt in, and that is a reason for becoming

a Christian, And if we expect to(%%and in our own strengté}- we would fail, Now
that is not the hope of the Christian, nor is it the doctrine taught in the New

Testament.

We have a Redeemer who is a great high priest. Who works at the right hand of

God. And we have an indwelling Christ. Qﬁiwagiﬁﬁiﬁjggx§, we have a two-fold Christian

experience - there is life and life more abundant. Regeneration and renewal.
-gencra
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Conversion and consecration. Sonship and communion. Righteousness and holiness.

Peace with God and pgggg,gﬁ,ﬁod. And we cannot live as we ought - except we be united

" .
Withogt hlmxﬁas the way-ftherq

he.

with Christ. <§2;§§_the truth, the way, and the light.
e Vg g ==

_is nothing but wandering./VWithout the truth, there is nothing but error. And without

EE— |,

him as life, there is nothing but death., If I could live to God for just one day,

one blessed day from rosey dawn of light, until purple twilight deepened into night,
a day of faith unfaltering, trust complete. Of love unfeigned and perfect charity.
Of Heavenly peace and patient humility. No hint of duty to constrain my feet, no
dream of ease to lull to listlessfiess. Within my heart, no root of bitterness. No
yielding of temptations suttle sway. We think in that one da&, would so expand, my
soul to meet such high and holy demand, that never never more would hold me down.

This shriveling husk of self that wraps me around. So might I henceforth live in

God alwaif:;:z

Such a life as this is possible if we unite with Christ in faith.

Do you remember the Q;dpEﬁandf.ther_g;gghgy they are a little different from

the modern workmanship. And the family watches them and admires them, as the

pendulum moves and time is there presented. A mggﬂggggh;_%gg - he hooked it up -
Al i | .—~————-—jg,

but it alygzg4§§gpggg)h And he discovered, that there was a_little hook that he
had not slipped the pendulum_zggzég, so he fixed it - and(@grkgpgwxégﬁuto the

satisfaction of al%) And that is the way it is. That we must ugigg:gggzg%;ghwith
Christ - we must be hooked up with him. Now these are times that men must be

§f§£§§9_12_§951§t' In these days of greed and graft, and awful sin - where nothing

counts for holiness.

A Japanese Col. who was captured within the Russian lines - condemned as a spy
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took a package of large bills from his pocket and said - give these to the Russian

Red Cross. I am a Christian - and I wish to follow Christ in forgiving the enemies.

Th¢ Rev. Thomas Waugh,\of Liverpool, lost his eldest son in a railway accident.

The _signal)man wag to blame. Now that man was broken-hearted. He was crushed by
‘ N = -
the sorrow that hd brought as well as the man who had lost his son. And Rev. Waugh

<wzggg>him a sympathetic letter, to thi§_§£31gkpn signal man,

TOMORROW

Eeityrever. It will be light or darkness. This is the‘vn

Ty

that we should become a Christian. Yeiffféng our past needs atonement. Today,/we
need an abiding Saviour, nggzgguj/we need the duration of eternity.
g

g e s

~III.

fter his death,

S(pocketbook )

Here are a few lines that were found in a man'

How long sometimes a day appears.

And weeks how long are they.

Months moved as if the years would never pass away.
And days and weeks pass by. |
And soon, must all be gone,

For day by day, as moments fly,

Eternity comes on.

" Days, months, and years must have an end.

Eternity has none.
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| Trwill always have as long to spend

) As when it first begun.

]

7

] I
We would be careless if weArealized eternity. And if we understood it. That

there was Just<1ne heartbeat bezggggjg§;and the_ggggre. Between us andﬂggg;h.

Between us and an unending eternity,
] ///,,,g _ﬁ:::X

m—— —

! How long art thou eternity. A little bird with fretting beak might wear

to naught the loftiest peak. Thou, but each thousand years it came. Yet, thou

were then as now the same. Ponder, old man, eternity.

There are (two ¢gxperiences for us - each of which we must have as we pass
two :

=,

out of this world,

First, the£g~i§<§ggggg§§)- this means to be away from God. And we were made

for God. And without God we are going to be most miserable.
1thout God

There is doom - the bgok shall be opened and we shall stand face to face with )

\Ne Judge. Years ago as driving a(lpair of hoiﬁhgl he lost control of the

team and they dashed through the streets of the village. And the(Judge) sprang out

and caught the briddle, and at the_gi;k_of his own life - saved the man who was driving.

By a strange turn of events - thachééé:éégzizs on trial for his life some time later.
And he came up before the Judge who had rescued him. When the trial was over, the

Judge addressed the man. (§§;§§you anything tg»;gy/? why a sentence should not pronounced.




/" on for his ezesiﬁht. And the Physician was able to help him. When the ban
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7
The prisoner said, your Honor, don't you know me. And when he told him he

must speak, ngg/gddress the Judge. He added again, but your Honor, dgglg_xgg_kggw

me. I am the man you saved. Have mercy on me.

“

Now the(é?dgé)replied, I do remember you - but then I was your Saviour. And
. —_— —
today I am your Jugge and must pass sentence. And ou have sinned against the

Saviour of men, one day, you must face him in judgement.

The secon-g:‘ It is a place of many mansig3§ of
beauty. It is also a place gg_ggg%}pn. There are sgfggziggfugg;g. There is the
gold of purity. The Rgzg_igﬁhgggg_§hg;;,walk-£e;re. And there are gates of Eearl.
And the thought of the pearl is suffering. And if it is through the sufferings of

Jesus - that we are to enter that city. And then we come into the presence of

Christ,

\\’
The 1light of‘Heaygn is the face of Jesus. The joy of Heaven is the presence

of Jesus, The melody of Heaven is the name of Jesus. The theme of Heaven is the
v—j....32~— ——

work of Jesus. The fullness of Heaven is Jesus himselfL:]7
-

And no text could describe the glory of that city. A litt1e>§£é2jfas operated

dages

N

were removed, he saw his Mother's face, he saw the beauty of the world - and he said
i v

- . /
to his Mother, @ﬂ!}dldn't you tell me of this beauty. She saidf I did try, my son

- but I failed. 7
im._—\__‘-\

It is going to be the same way when we come to Heaven. God has a plan for our
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lives - it includes the future., And if we do not take advantage - we shall be

\ .
most miserable.

Eph. 1:12} - That we should be to the praise of his glory who first trusted
in Christ. The glory of the sun is in its shining. The glory of a diamond, is
in its brilliance. The glory of a song is in its sweetness. But the glory of

God ought to be in yourself as redeemed by Christ.

The eye of your understanding, being enlightened, that you may
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of his glory of his

inheritance in the saints.

One of the most pathetic pictures describes ég;;;ggas treading the winepress

alone, But he has passed through all of these things into the majesty of Heaven.

But remember, there will be streets of gold.

Eph. 2:7 - That in the ages to come - he might show the i iches of

his grace, in his kindness toward us, through Christ Jesus. God's plan does not

end with death nor with the coming of Christ, We do not know that there are other

worlds in Heaven. But we who have been redeemed by the precious blood, or to be

sent on errands to proclaim the riches of his grace. And his kindness to us through
Christ. And ten million years from today, we shall be fulfilling his will, and

working out his plan.

Now this all settles so many difficulties. Some of you said, your prayer

was not answered when your loved-one died. But God was just calling that loved one
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to a better position on high. And he knows best.

You said, that the education of your child amounted to nothing - because the
day after his graduation, an accident suddenly took him away. But God had the child

in training here for a marvelous mission in the other world.

(::§life ended with the grave, then we might be disturbﬁg. And we might be

broken-hearted because of trial and every trial and every heartache are but a touch
S ——

of the Master's hand. To shape up tomorrow.

This is a Qéigiégﬁggg_men.think very little about tomorrow. We have the

name to live and are dead. And the man who calls himself a Christian and is
indifferent and inconsistent, and not generous ought to tremble at the thought of

that,

Ud J L§SEE§Q£££§2359\? terrific accident on the railroad iﬂ(E;I;;;EE}happened.

When a(sw1tchmaﬂ3was called into account. He said, I have nothing to say. 1w

(é;i;;;f/;;hls is the<§i£§é£;gﬁlaf~m§nxna_thlsgég Those who have not accepted

Christ. Many who are not Chrlstlans Who must go into the future - and will

_have-been. They will remember God's call. The

preaching of the ministry. The prayers of the mothery The apgggls of conscience.

But look, this memory will profit nothing.

Goodbye, I said to my conscience
Goodbye, for %%and ajP2-'
nd I put her hands off harshly

And turned my face away.
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d conscience smitten sorely

Returned not from that day.

But the time came wpen my Spirit grew weary of its pace. And I cried

come back to my conscience. I long to see thy face. But conscience cried,

I cannot. Remorse sits in my place.: i

May God save you from such a day. There are some<g§§§ng§§gg§_£gx_xgg“_
ﬂi--iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii--n-. '
being a Christian. Yourm___ﬂs_n_a t. Your
needs an abiding Sav1gur Your thgzzgg/heeds to fit into the

Bu;iégﬂilram“a‘qh; of God, I need not fear.

i I know not when, I know not where
|| My time will come to pass away
And so I live by faith and prayer

As if, I knew it were today.

B For watch, the Scriptures say to me
FCThy Lord will come in grace and power
{fBe ready when he calls for Thee

1| Thou knowest not the day nor hour.

Why should I be appauled at death, By God's decree - man dies to live.

Eternity hangs on a breath - which God alone can hold or give.

something most beautiful. When th?;Rev. Chas. Spurgeon";g

ThdChristian death




Sleep on beloved, sleep and take thy rest
. Lay down thy head upon the Saviour's breast

\We loved thee well, but Jesus loves thee best

Goodnight.

Calm is thy slumber as an infant sleep
But thou shalt wake no more to toil and weep
Thine is a perfect rest, secure and deep

Good night,

(.

' Only goodnight, beloved, not farewell
A little while and all his saints shall dwell

In hallowed union, indivisible, good night.

Until we meet again before his throne

i

}
. Clothed in the spotless robe he gives his own

| Until we know even as we are known

é Good night.

I am sure f_e_el that you would @for your last h% to be like his.

And there will be - if you have quiizﬂg§ﬂzgur Sgyigyr. If he abides in your

life. You can look forward to the future in him. For he is the same yesterday,

v

today, and forever.

/ /
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This is a most forceful verb here - in this verse. And this word is - is
B v

something that conveys that he never leaves nor forsakes his own. He is our
R —

helper day by day. He who stood with his own in the-past - will stand by their

side today. He who walks with us today - will be the same forever. He is eternally

stable. He is unchangeable.

tomorrow. And his work on earth yesterday, and his work tomorrow will be in Heaven.

His eternal work. The unchangeable Jesus can perform what we have suggested.

I trust that you will heed this text today, and when the curtain comes down

on the drama of your life, you will have found this truth,



