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Wheo neglacts learning is dead for the future. r
Eurlpides

The struggle to improve and achieve recognition of one's peers
has been & recurring theme in the American Epoch. Witness the efforts
of the Irish Catholic, the backwoods Scotssan, the poor of the slums and
the southern Negro. Jo to0 has been the pursuit of certaln Indian tribes.
The "praying Indians® of new England and the Five Civilized Tribes'
elimination of ancient ways illustrete sboriginal efforts to gain the
approbation of the white man,

The desire to imitate the intruder was singular among the Southe
ern Indians. Reoognizing apparent superiority, the Five Civilised Tribes
sought to copjfy the new ways of thelr subjugators. To study the whites'
"more perfest way,” the Five Iribes established places of leaming for
thelr young pecples

The educational institutions created by the Southern Indians were
¢learly Indian efforts to seek exvellence in a new society. The Chootaws
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2
through Spencer Academy provide a case history of ome such attespt in
this regard.

In their ancestral home, the Choctaws exhibited an interest in
educational pursults, Eighteenth century missionmaries promulgated the
value of the white man's ways. By treaties made with the United States,
the Chootaw Nation customarily set aside annuities for education of its
youth, In 1825, the Secretary of War allotted treaty funds for educa-
tional purposes at Johnson Acedemy in Seott County, Kemtucky. By 1841,
this frontier institution snnually received from two to three hundred
Indian bays, mestly Ghootaw,' Ghootaw support of the Academy desmon-
strated this tribe's abiding interest in civilization.

Indian removal during the 1830's delayed but did not deter the
institutionalized education of young Chootaws, Thelr westward trek
completed, the Choctaws continued to send promising young men to Johnson
Academy, In July, 1841, however, Majer Williem Armstreng, the Choctaw
Agent, wrote the Commissioner of Indian Affairs that the chiefs no longer
had confidence in the Kentueky school, To them, proper facllities nearer
home could better educate their sons, The Nation intended to establish
an academic institution whioch would also teach mechanical and agricule
tural arts.> As a tool of civilization, the school would assist the
Chootaws in their advance on "the white man's road."

The Chootaws had an ablding falth in thelr undertaking. They
imew that Af the Nation was to survive, the white man's way must become

1carolyn Thomas Foreman, "The Chooctaw Academy,” Ihg Chrondgles
of Gklahema, VI (Dec. 1528), 453.
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3
their way. To them, success in the venture rested upon the worth and
value of Srencer Academy, the Choctaw "Harvard,"



CHAPTER II

GEMESIS AMD GROWTH, 1842 - 1861

There is no consclation from above.
James dansay

The Choctaw Counedl in November, 1342, adopted & law which
established Spencer Academy. The school continued in operation withe
out interruption until the Civil War., During thass seventeen years,
Spencer was efficiently administered by representatives of the Fresiy-
terian Board of Foreign Missions, an agency of the Fresbyterian General
Assembly, HMany tribesmen in the beginning were skeptical of the wildere
ness Harvard, but opposition had vanished by 1861, whieh illustrated the
success of the institution,

The Bducational Aot adopted by the Chectaw Council in 1842
provided for a male boarding school at a site ten milss north of Doakse
ville, the caplital of the Hation. Two thousand dollars from the Umited
States Indian Civilization Fund and $6,000 from annuities received by the
tribe supported the institution. For a permament subsidy of $6,320, the
Chootaws in 1825 had oeded back to the Umited States all lands east of
the present Uklahoms-Arkansas boundary. The use of this allowance for
Spencer was "the first instance of an Indian tribe changing the payment
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5
of their annuity from the tribe for educational purposes,” wrote Agent
Armstrong.! Including the salary of the principal teacher, loaned to the
school by the United States, $8,83) was annually available for the board-
ing and teaching of students at Spencer,’

Mamed for Secretary of War John C. Spencer, this institution was
governed by a Board of Trustees, the msmbers selected by the General
Council., The Chootaw Agent, William Armstrong, served as a Trustee and
United States' representative to the Board, Delsgated authority by the
Trustees, Hajor Armstrong made imitial preparations for the Acadeny's
first tem. The General Gouncil had stipulated that the Superinmtendent
must be a plous man, a preasher, and a Presbyterian., In late Decenber,
842, Ammstrong recomsended the appaintment of Cephas Washburn as Super-
intendent and #William Wilson &s prineipal teacher, To furmish the school,
Armstrong traveled to Boston to purchase fixtures, clothing, bedding, books
and beds,”

Washburn, 2 migsionary to the Cherckees and recently associated
with Duight Mission, declined to accept the Superintendency of Spencer.
Consequantly, Majer Armstrong asked lsaders at the Fresbyterlan Board of
Poreign Missions to suggest a properly qualified Superintendent,”

'anoual Revort of the Comslssiener of Indian Affairs, 1843, 368.
“Edmmnd MoXinney to Walter Lowrle, Spencer Academy, 20 June 1844,
Box 9, Vol, 2, Ameriecan Indian Correspondence M5S, Fresbyterian Historieal

i Joseph Folsom, ed.
e Tori, 1898, 700 =
Melinney to W. Lowrie, Spencer, : : 2, American
mmmm.wmumm

%41114an Armstrong to W, Lowrle, Washington, B Sept. 1843, Box

9, Vol. 2, American Indian Correspondence HSS, Presbyterian Historical
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The Board of Foreign Missions, with headquarters in Hew York
City was an agensy of the Oeneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church.
It was organised in 1837 to place the Preshyterian Ghurch direetly in
mission activity and not to compete with the American Board of Commis-
sioners for Foreign Mlssions, which already received the support of some
Presbyterlan churches, as well as Congregational amd Reformed. The
American Board was formed in 1810 and had missionaries among the Chootaws
as early as 1818, In contacting the Foreign Board of Missions, however,
the Choctaws were seeklng assistance from a strictly Fresbyterian
H'Ilﬂllﬁﬂ-’

Since Spencer was to open in November, 1843, Ammstrong urged the
!dasien Board to recommend a Superintendent immediately. In response to
the plea for a qualified man, the Board suggested Edmund MeKimmey,
already in the Indian Territory. Hecently commissioned to the Seminoles,
Reverend Mr, MoKinney was 2 native of Hellidaysburg, Femmeylvania. He
was a mimister and a qualified teacher. At the Creek Mission since
July &, 1843, Me@inmey received notice of his appointment to the Superine
tendency on Hovember 11th. Imsediately, he set out with his wife and
two sons for the Chectaw Hation, arriving at Spencer on December 8, 1843.

Hekinney was met by turmoil. The goods purchased by ks jor
Armstrong were still on a Red River docks With only meager facilities
the Trustees had scheduled the first term for January 1, 1844, but the

6
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new Superintendent succeeded in delaying it for thirty days. leilinney
used the interval to construct additiomal facilitiss and make further
proparations for Spencor's first class of sixty boyS.’

Appointed by the Board of Trustees, MoKinnay was involved in
power struggles among the Board members. Major Armstrong, &s & Irustee
and Umited States Agent, sought to establish Spencer policy. frequently,
his deslgns were counter to those of the President of the Trustees,
Colomel Peter P, Pitchlymn, & tribal lsader, Mellmney wes usually botween
opposing forces as in the Jaceb Folsom controversy. Folsom, a nerhew of
Colonel Pitchlymn, was the caretaker of the Academy during its construece
tion, Major Armmstrong directed Meiinney to discharge him once &eademlc
operations began, To Folsem, the relsase was retaliation for his part
in Golonel Plichlynn's reprimand of McKinney over construction matters.
Hokinney became the focus of Folsen's wrath.”

The Superintendent shared adsinistrative suthority with the
principal tescher., William Wilson served with a comuission from the
Federal Government and at the pleasure of Major Armstrong. Thus Hokinney
was required to consult on school policy with Wilsom who in turn was
subject to the Agent's decision, Furthermore, the principal teacher,
as an employee of the United States on lean to the institutlon, drew 2
larger salary than MeKinney. As MeKinney's appointment ccturred from
mu,nmumuuu-'mmm"

7 anaw

: iatentans Hokinney o Foter P.
PA tehlynn, w.uun. 1844, Pitohlynn Papers, Gilorease Institute,

to W. Lowrie, Spemeer, 18 July 1844, Box 9, Vol. 2,
Ameriean Indian Corvespendence M3S, Preshyterian Histerical Soecisty.

%a114an H, Goode, Qubtpogts of Zion (Cineinnatd, 1863), 184,
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One of MoKinney's problems was supplying the boanding school
at inflated prices from & meager treasury, He purchased most supplies
through Borthelet, Heald and Company of Doaksville, Chootaw Hation.
This firm also paid the outstanding accownts of Spencer and settled each
quarter with the Agent, who allocated the institution's funds, Without
direct financial control, Melinmey was powerless to adjust an inoreasing
indebtedness. 10

Inability to cope with the internal organisation of Spencer, and
troubled relationships with the principal teacher caused Holimney to
subeit his resignation, effective Cotober 1, 1845,'! fe did not leave
without a measure to success, for to his credit was comsencement of the
institution's first temm and in June, 1844, the construstion of a third
dormitory. He deserved commendation for organization of the school and
the daily scheduls of the students, His effort to transfer the Acadeny
from the control of the Nation to that of the Presbyterian Board of
Foreign Missions, however, was lis greatest contribution,

Aware of dissatisfaotion with local administration, MeKinney
suggested that the Foreign Mission Board assume control of Spencer. lest
the New York ageney proerastinate, he urged prompt action to prevent the
Baptists or Methodists from taking over the Academy. Should this happen,
said Mokinmey, "Presbyterianisa will be reoted out of the Nation and
ignorant faneticism will redgn."'? His resignation facilitated the

'“Ww 390,

muh‘. m.ann-r 22 April 1845, Box 9, Vol. 2,
Amarican Indian Correspondence /35, Presbyterian Historical Soclety.

124ekinney to W, lowrle, Spencer, 11 Sept. 1845, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Gorrespondence M55, Presbyterian Historical Society.
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Freshyterion Board's assumption of the Acadesmy's admimistretion., Thus,
before completing two years of service, Edmund MeKinney left the Choctaw
Nation. He later worked among the Iowa and Sac Indians in the serviee
of the Forelgn Board,!?

The Chootaws were wary of thelr ability to manage the affairs
of Spencer Academy., The very nature of the institution's government
portended failure, Consequently, overtures were made to mlssionary ore
gamizations to assuse contrel.'® Yot the twoeyear experience of sharing
in the mnagement of Spancer had valne, The Reverend P, F. Broun, a
Baptist traveler, observed in 1847 that native adwinistration was "of
much profit to the Hation and satisfaction to those comnscted with the
other sshools as the peopls are now satisfisd they camnet do it."'”

Three mission groups were considered by the Chootaw Council to
assume control of Speneer. The American Board of Comsissioners for
Foreign Missions, whose sissionaries administered the majority of the
day schools, rejectad the proposal because of insufficlent funds, Revere
end William H. Goode, Methodist Superintendent of Fort Coffee, ancther
Chectaw school for bays, in September, 1844, declined an invitatien to
diseuss the subject. He wanted additional "time for the defects of their
orgamisation more fully to develop themselves,*'6

The third organization approached was the Preshyterian Board of
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Foreign ‘issiens., The exsoutive secretary of the Board, Walter Lowrle,
discussed the trunsfer of Spencer with the Office of Indian Affairs,
Lowrie had served one term, 1819 to 1825, in the Unmited States Senate
and eleven years as Secretary to the Semate. He could, therefore, make
an effective contret in the Capitol City,'?

With Mefinney's recommendation and Lowrie's influence, the
Presbyterian Beard proposed to undertake the management of Spencer.
Under the Boarni's guideance, the Indian Harverd would have Oodly adminls-
trators, mission experience, educated teachers, and an additiomal $2,000
per year., "With these advantages," wrote Lowrle, "and with the blessing
of God, the youth of the Chootaw Hation would rise to a perfect equality
with any portion of the Umited States,"!®

On Cetober 7, 1845, the Chootew Comecll transferred Spencer to
the Fresbhyterien Board. In turn, the Foreign Mission Board agreed to
contribute $2,000 anmually and govern the institution acocording to the
Chootaw Educational Aot of Hovember, 1842, The Reverend Cyrus Kingsbury,
the Sage of Pine Ridge, was requested to sdvise the Mission Board.'”

Lowrie was concerned about the possibility of eonfliot with the
Chootaw Hation and the Board of Trustees, In December, 1845, Colenel
Peter Py FPitchlymm sought to alley the fears of the Secretary. He pointed

18y, Lowrie to Mellnney, FMittsburg, & June 1845, Box §, Vel. 2,
American Indian Correspondence MSS, Presbyterian Historical Seclety.

1 to W, Lowrle, Pine ., 16 Oot, 1B45, Bex 9, Vel,
FAngabury Ridge BUS
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out that the Board of Missions was required to enrcll ene hundred students
as stated in the 1842 Act, and the Hatlonal Gouncil's role was to selsct
the puplls, appeint the Trustees, and fix the day of examinations,d
Thus assured, Lowrle committed the Forelgn /ission Board to assume admine
istration of Spemcer Academy,

The Board's first action was to select 2 Superintendent. For
the position, they chese Reverend James B, Ramsey, a native of New Xowk,
graduate of Princeten, thirty-one years old, and an ordained wimister.
The new Superintendent set out for his post from Prineeton, New Jersey,
in April, 1846,21

In the meantime, Peter Fitohlynn urged the Foreign Board to
retain the services of Willism Wilson, the principal teacher. Lowrie
corresponded with Wilson and asked him to remsin after Ramsey's arrival.
He also requested information concerning Spencer's tuildings, employees,
library and school, and farm. Wilson supplied the information, but
declined to remain at the Academy, He anticipated a reduced salary and
108 of ks favored position,>

On June 1, 1846, Reverend James Ramsey accepted comtrol of
Spencer Academy in behalf of the Fresbyterian Board of Foreign Hissiens,
Numorous difficulties immediately were presented, not the least of which
was a desparate financial condition. No accurete accounts had been kept

20psitonlynn to W, :-m.amﬁmw.up.m
2, Ameriean Indian Correspondence M55, Presbyterian Historieal Society.

. Doy 7371 Appual

ﬂamnu. Lowrie, Washingten, 13 Dec. 1845; William
Wilson to W. Lowrie, Spemcer, 25 Deo. 1845, Bex 9, Vol. 2, American
Indian Correspandence Historiecal
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at the the institution during MoKinney's sdministration. From Berthelet,
Heald and Company and the Indian Agent, Ramsey learmed that on June 1,
1846, the Academy was overdrawn $7,000, Thus he postponed openming the
school until 21l debts were paid and a full appropriation on hand.*> On
eloser investigation Ramsey found that the sctual debt was only §3,000,
and the Choctaw Councll, amxdous to have the school in operatien, assumed
the debt.?® HRamsey them ammounced that Spemcer would cpen on the first
Thursday of November, 25

Ramsey was sorely tried by the lack of personmel, particularly
a principal tescher and steward. He declared that a speeial typs of
individual was required for service of this sort. "We want a2 man," wrote
Ransey, *who fesls disposed to devote his 1ife, Af need b, to the work.">
In response, OUliver P, Stark, twenty-three years old and a graduate of
Prineeton Theologlcal Seminary, was commissioned principel teacher.®!

When the new term began in November, 1846, the staff was still
deficient, and an epidemic deseribed as inflamstion of the lungs forced
the school to close after a few weeks. HRamsey believed the sicimess was

2)James Ramsey to W, Lowrle, Spencer, 7 Sept. 1846, Box 9, Vel.
2, American Indian Correspondence M55, Presbyterian Historical Soclaty.

to Spencer Irustees and the Oeneral Counecil, Spencesr,
é Oot. 1846, Box 9, Vol. 2, Americen Indien Correspondence MSS, Fresby-
terlian Histerical Soclety.

25Ramsey to W. Lowrle, Spencer, 8 Oct. 1846, Box 9, Vel. 2,
American Indlan Correspondence MSS, Fresbyterisn Historical Soclety.

26pansey to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 7 Aug. 1846, Box 9, Vel. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M55, Presbyterian Historieal Society.

Z7Ramesy to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 12 Nov. 1846, Box 9, Vel. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M53, Freshyterian Historical Soclety;
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God's retribution for the students® spiritual neglect, but he used the
time to good advantage.™ Stark was semt East to recrult additional halp
and returned in February with the MNoClure famlly and Hr. and Mrs. Charles
e Sardliere The HeClures were appolntad stewards and lrs Oardiner
assistant teacher.’?

Ramsey's annual report providsd o deseriptien of early Spencer
agadewy and its envircmmsnt. The Superintendent's home was directly in
the center of the Academy's grounds which extended over two and one-
quarter square miles, Rising in olear springs, a erystal stresm provided
an abundance of water. Most of the land consisted of thin, recky sell,
which supported a cover of scrub cak. Crope in the area wore gomerally
poor and pasturs almsst nonexistent, Only & smell portlon of the campus
was eleared of the gnarleé serub sak forest.??

Set in a quadrangle, most of the Acadeay buildings were cone
structed of rough hewn logs. The three dorwitorles were nemed Pltchlymn,
Jones, and Armstrong Halls for the Trustees. These bulldings were tiice
storied, measured sixtesn by sixty-four feet, were construoted of roughly
sawed boards and painted white, and had an upper and lower poreh. On
each floor were four rooms olxteen feet sguare, each of which had three
windows and an cutside door. The log bulldings were roofed with homee
made shingles, and the walls were plastered and whitewashed., Situated
on a gentle knoll, and encireled by tranguil highlands, the Academy was

Hﬁumhh‘. Lowrio, Spencer, Z Dec, 1846, Box 9, Vel, 2,
American Indian Correspondence M55, Presbyterian Historieal Scolety.

te i, Lowrdo, Spencer, J HMarch 1847, Box 9, Vel, 2,
American Indian Correspondence M3S, Presbyterian Historieal Society.

Mhﬂ.mm,w 13 Aug. 1846, Box 9, Veol. 2, -
American Indian Correspondence M35, Fresbhyterian Historical Society.
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not without charms In this peaceful land, Ramsey daslared that he and
hds staff folt strangsly free of the burden of the Christian Gross.

Academic matters were a gpsclal problem, sspeclally language.
Ramsey was appalled to [ind most of the Doys were complately ignewant of
English. He placed English-spealdng boys in charge of student groups
who then translated ihe Supsrintendant's wishes. Those who knev only
Chootaw formed a special class. Ramssy hoped this plun would promote
English comprehension and inerease the Choctaus® MIHHW-H

A Churech was not organised at Spencer until Jenuary, 1840,
Ge Go Copeland of Borwalk Statiom and Cyrus Eingsbury of Plne Ridge, both
missionaries of the Ameryican Doard, presided ovor servioces that eulminated
in the formation of a Presbyterian Church, O, P. Stark was appolnted
rresiding Slder, Fifteen of the fuithiul, through trensfer of membsre
ship, composed the [lret socloty of belisvers and Dandel Pinson, a student,
was admitted %o the Church by baptisa, Three other full-blood students
msuccessfully applied for adwlssion.’?

The [ormal gatheriag together of & body of believers, however,
did pot satdsly Mamsey, He declared, "We have not enjeyed those visible
ovidences of God," by which he msant the scnversion of the stulsnts,
Ramsey regarded the slssion effort s failure and blamed it on the unfaithe
fulness, worldliness, selflishness and want of satlre consecratlion on the

7 L

3Zpamoey to W. Lowrle, Spemcer, 10 June 1846, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence MES, Fresbyterian Historlieal Soclety.
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part of missionaries at Spencer. He placed special blawme on Joserh
NeClure and his wife,*

The HoClures, commissionad as stewards at Spencer, directed the
boarding department, This yeoman family objected, however, to prepar-
ing food for all but studemts., MeClure complained to Lowrlo: *I think
this fine gentry can at lsast cook thelr own extras.”> The McClures
were bitter toward Ramsey, and on one oocasion they refused to prepare
food for Mre, Oardiner who was confined to her bed, Un another, Mrs,
HoClure called Ramsey's nedoo a "bitch" and suggested to "Father™ Kings-
hr?mtﬁlﬂlﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂ#'llﬂdmhu\fn'ﬁ In September,
1847, the MeClures, who first refused to leave, were dismissed by the
"ission louse.

An uneasy truee prevallad at Spencer until the arrival of Dr,
Charles Fishbeck. A natiwe of Lowisville, Kentucky, he was sent te
supply medioal attention for the Acsdemy and Lmmediate neighborhood,
Although a nmodieal missionary, Fishbsok was immlsive, imprudent, sasily
offended, and zealous, He quickly labeled his assoclates at Spencer as
feither constitutionally disqualified, deficient in prectical expericnce,
or wanting in their love of Christ, and of perishing souls,"”’ The
teachers reconclled their differences and united in epposition to the

to W, Lowrle, Spemesr, 16 April 15848, Box 9, Vel, 2,
Amprican Indian Correspondence M3S, Fresbyterlan Historieal Society.

35joserh MoClure to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 9 July 1847, Box 9, Vel.
2, American Indian Correspondence MSS, Fresbyterian Historiecal Scciety,

to We Lowrle, Spemser, 30 July 1847, Bax 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Corresvondence 453, Fresbhyterian fistorical Socliety.

37charles Fishback to W. Lowrle, Spenser, 20 Dee, 1848, Box ¥,
Vols 2, American Indian Correspondance M35, Presbyterian Aistorical Soclety.
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doetor, "Mortification has completely set in," wrote Ramsey, "and had I
the power I would this day dismiss the whols lot of them,*®

Ramsey sought to restore pesoce by dismlssing O. P Stark whom
he regarded as a source of trouble, Stark was involved with the MeClures,
and frequently disputed heatedly with the Superintendent, his assoclate
teachors, and Fishbaok.’® In March, Gardiner resigned as assistant
teacher and advised the students that Fishback was the cause of his and
M‘-m.“

The adversities and trials of the institution tock their toll
on the Superintendent. Infected by the disease that closed the school
in 1846, Ramsey's throat was constantly sore and his chest continually
heavy, He made & trip Bast in 1848 seeking medieal relief for what he
considered as tubsreular consumption.! In Mareh, 1849, with staff dis-
umdty at its peak, he submitted his resignation to the Mission House,
declaring that by his poor health Ood was illustrating that he was not
wrﬁrw-nhhdﬁmuﬁ-dlﬁ-mh“

fsmsey was displeased with his three-year stewardship at Spencer.
Among other faults, there was little improvement in the students® ability
to understand and speak English. Consequently, he came to doubt the

”hwt-u. L-n.u.ap-r 19 Feb. 1849, Box 9, Vol, 2,
American Indian Correspondence M3S, Fresbyterian Historieal Socliety.

3%, ». stark to W, Lowrie, Spenser, 2 March 1849, Bex 9, Vol.
2, American Indian Gorrespondence M55, Prestyterian Historical Society.

“n-qhi. Lowrie, Spencer, 16 March 1849, Box 9, Vel. 2,
Amorican Indian Correspondence :33, Fresbyterian Historical Soclety.

M pamsey to W, Lowrle, Spencer, 23 June 1848, Box 9, Vol. 2,
Aimerican Indisn Correspondence M35, Presbyterlan Historieal Soclety.

“2Ramsey to W. lowrle, Spemcer, 12 Mareh 1849, Bex 9, Vel. 2,
Ameriean Indian Correspondence M35, Preshwiarian Historieal Society.
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superiority of large mission schools and wrote that "every day's expere
ience confirms my views of their inferiority."’ Ilis primary departsent
had received the approbation of the Trustees, but the Academy's financial
problea persisted, In the peried from July to December, 1848, sotual
cost exceeded the estimate by $1,500.** During Ramsey's temure, cone
struction began on & fourth dormitory, but for all his preyers and preache
ing only fourteen boys wers members of the Spencer Church, Furthermore,
Ramsey's sdministration was publiely questioned and a Trustee, Captain
fobert H. Jones, a wealthy Choetaw planter, visited the school simply
"$o examine into the state of things,""’

In June, 1849, Ramsey received the welcome news that his replaces
ment was enrcute, but before his family oould depart his infent son died
of whooping ecughs The new Superintendent, Alexander Reid, arrived on
July 11, 1849, Iwo days later Mrs, Ramsey died, After he buried his
wife, Ramsey wrote the Board:

Sickness and deathemethe overwhelming waters of affliction

—mmtwﬂmhﬂqm-tmm
m—wmmwmm

SRR A L
famsey c¢laimed his affliotions came from Jod, and blamed all
on what he called the strange fire he had been offering for the past ten
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yoars, ! Considering Muself a hypoerite and refusing to pray, Fishback
ungynpathetically diagnosed Ramsey s "inssne on the subject.” "

In early September, 1849, Ramsey left Spencer for New York City.
Later he was an effective pastor of churches in lLexington and ILynchburg,
Virginia,®¥ As he left the Chooctaw Nation, however, he was emsclated in
soul and body. He had glven up his wife and son to a land that had been
unfriendly and unproductive,

The Board of Forelgn Missions selected Alexander Reid as Spencer's
new Superintendent. It had also considered William S5, Robertson for the
post, but commissioned him to the Creeks at Tullahassee Mission instead,”®
The new administrator was bom in Kirkodchasl, Seotland, in 1518, and
immigrated to the United States in 1831, A tallor by trede, he graduated
from Princeton Theologioal Seminary in 1849, and entered the service of
the Foreign Board,”!

Reid attributed Spencer's plight to substandard religlous and
secular tenching and meny unfortunate appeintments,’> Difficulties,
however, were more numerous than expested. The adverse departmental
conditions were known throughout the Chogtaw Naticn. Stark and Oardiner
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attampted to diseredit the Academy and Dr. Flshback insisted upon =ug-
mfylng mnor inequities, To feid, the clrcusstances wers *wretched."”>

The new Superintendent was a man of action, He wanted a staff
that would stand behind him and urged appointment of A. J« Graham and
Hamilton Balentine, both Princeton graduates. His workers included C.
. Oregory, who came West with him, and Susan Dutscher, already at the
Acpdemy, Redd said both were devoted ami would provide a staff of one
heart and mind.”® To soquaint Mimself with the sssignment Reld visited
other mission schools and met with Spencer's Board of Trustees,”>

A majority of the Trustees, Fedd found, favered a divislon of
the Academy into smeller schoolss The August examinations reinforced the
Board's opimion. "Our examination was a very poor effsir,” the Superine
tendent reported, "everything but ereditable to the institution.’® Reid
agread that Spencer had not come up to expectations. But the calamities
from vhich the Academy suffered no lomger existed. "Epows ug for coe
¥ear lenger,® he requested of the Choctaws, "ee-we ask for no more at the
present, gnly lot ge 3lone."”’ The Trustees ultimatsly scquiesced, and
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Reid jubllantly reported that opposition to Spencer was brokens o

Spencer Academy and Alexander Reid were on trial throughout the
school term, 1849-50, In Janusry, he reported "we are succeeding beyond
nurwnhﬂ.uu.'ﬁ' In June, he reported again: "I am very happy in my
vorke*®® 0n July 12, 1850, the exsminations were held with a host of
Choctaws present as the Jury, "I feel more lke singing than writimg,®
exultated Reld, "The progress of the boys was mamifest, A great erowd
attended and all went asay delighted with Spencer,"®! Secure in Choctaw
favor, Neid was justly prowd.

The Board of Forelgn !isalons appointed their missionaries for
three years. Frequently, however, those commlssioned did not serve the
designated pericd, Spencer missionaries, unfortunately, were no different.
GCasper Oregory and As J. Orahan returned home after cne year. 3Susan
Dutecher married James Ramsey's nephew in December, 1850, and planned to
leave the Aeademy, but dled suddenly near Fine Ridge., Hamilton Balantine
arrived at Spencer in 15850 and left in 1852 for Wapanuska, J. G Turmer
came in Jamuary, 1851, but in thirteen months could no longer endure
teaching., Reverend John Edwards stayed two years and then transferred
to Wheelooks: All were dedicated Christians, but net 2ll preferved
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Spancer or could stand its rigors.52

Some misslonaries stayed for the length of thelr commission and
longers Joseph Betsz, who bullt Wilson Hall, served as carpenter from
1846 to 1855+ Falthful Miss Elisabeth Morrison, neice of James Ramsey,
served all but two of the years between 1846 to 1859, as well as after
the (ivil War, Robert Burtt taught from 1853 to 1857. Oeorge Alnslie
remained at Spencer four years and H. A. Wenta, an eccentric bachelor
always on the thresheld of marriage, served the Acadewmy from 1857 to 1860,
Kathaniel Wiggine and his famlly soted as stewards for four years also,
Finally, Robert Young, who first impressed Redd as having a weak mind,
still weaker body, and too far from his mother, faithfully taught from
1856 to 1861,5

Unsicilled labor at Spencer was secured locally., Indians would
do few menial tasks, and thus the Superintendents used slaves, The Hegro
hands were hired by the Academy from wealthy Indian cuners, When Reld
arrived in 1849, nine or tem black men were employed. He disliked the
use of slaves, however, and three years later reduced the musber to four
wash woman,%% From 1853 to 1855, however, the musber employed increased
from six to ten women, and additional men to chop wood. The use of slaves
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varlod with Reld's ability to obtain white help.55

The Hegro slaves at Spencer contributed to American folk music.
Unele Wallsce and Aunt Minerva Willis bared their souls in songs which
the students and missionaries committed to memory. Alsxander Reld heard
the Jubiles Singers of Fisk University at Newark, New Jersey inm 1871,
Their repertaire of native Negro sengs insufficient, he taught them the
Spencer songs. Later sung bofore Queen Victoria, among those originated
at the Academy were "Steal Away to Jesus," "The Angels are Cosding," "I'm
& Bolling, I'm & Rolling,” and “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,"S

Ordained winisters who were appointed ns teachers were generally
dissatisfied at Spencers They considered teaching bomeath thedr treining
and calling. Casper Gregory, who came with Reld, accepted a pastorate
in PFennsylvania after one year, Hamllton Belentine was more inclined to
teach, but yearned for a ministerial pest, Reverend John Eduards econld
not wait to take over Wheelock Mission and Oeorge Alnslie chaffed under
the yoke of teaching., Sheldon Jackson thought any commen layman could
teach at Spencer and He A, Wents implored the Mission Board to assign
hin a pastorete.57 Reld had definite opiniens on the matter, "You can't
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find compentent minigters to teach. They don't have the grace,*®® For
professional educators, however, it wes another matter. Robert Young,
Urlando Lee and /obert Burtt were very satisfactory instrustors in the
Indisn Academy, and gained the respect of their Superintendent.’’

Just as Reld scormed ordained mimlsters, he doubted the valus
of fomle missiomaries, Susan Dutcher, for whom he had high respeet,
was replaced by Miss Freelove K. Thompson. Redd thought her "superior
and acoomplished,” but questioned that she would sucoeed as & misslonary.
®She should have been sent to China,” he wrote.’? By Jomuary, 1852, he
was absolutely convinoed that women teachers would not do.’! MNrs, Bets
and Mrs, Evans were feeble and 111, and the latter oried by the hour,
As & result, ome<half of their husbands' time was devoted to the family,”?
Reld wanted no more married mem. "The bare thought of a man and hs wife
mumm-unmﬂhm”

The Superintendent's own experiences prejudiced him against wo-
mone Single when he came to Spencer, Reld soon realized that it was "not
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good for man to live alones " On Septesber 30, 1850, he married
Flizabeth Oreham, who imsedistely entered into the miesion labore,
Faysically weak, Academy burdens bore heavily upon the young Fre, fetd,
and her husband eontimually implored the Mission House to furmish her
with an assistant,’” After the birth of their first child on January
19, 1854, her health repldly deterlorated.’® Reid reported in May, 1854,
that Mre, Hedd would "shortly enter into her rest.*’! On June 6, 1854,
she dled, Their's had been a happy 1ife together, but Mrs. Reld had
suffered constant 1llness frem the burdens of the post, Redd concluded
that Spencer labors had crucified his wife and that other women would
have to pay the same price: One year later his attitude softened, bowever,
and on November 3, 1855, ho married Miss Thompson, He was indeed thanke
ful that she was not sent to China,”®

In regard to nepotism, the Board of Foreign Missions had no
regulations The Board's Superintendent st Spencer Acadeny made the most
of its silence, His brother John scted as Asslstant Superintendent, but
received littls more compensation than board and room, Isabelle and John
Reid, Jr., and Charles and Janet Fenquharson, neices and nephews, worked
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in the ikitchen and on the farm,?? Reid showed no favoritism by fasily
appolntments, His relatives were depandabls omployees and that he was
unabls to retain them permanently wvme Spencer's loas,

Superdintendent Reld was an astute ad=imistrator. In two and
one=half years ha reduced the staff from thirtyeseven to twenty=four
and decreased the sun pald in salaries £500 annually. The savings was
partially effected by & reduction in his osm sslary from £500 to 5200
per year, His diminished wage wes even lsse than the carventer's,
Greator care was taken alsc in the preparation of food resulting in cne
and one-half bushels lass of daily eorn consumption.®® Despite many
physieal improvements, from May, 1849 to May, 1856, expenses were
$71,069 while income was $73,750. During Reid's admindstration
mmmm..“

feid sas jubllant sboul the sucoess af the school, "vWe are
succesding beyond our expectations,” he wrote. > The Board of Foreign
Missions agreed to adzlit one hundred boys to Spancers Seldom ware that
few enrolled, In 1851, there were one hundred thirtyefive students, and
in the fellowing term, one hundred forty-cne. For the 1853-54 sessioen,
Redd hoped to take one hundred fifty boys, snd looked to the day he would
have twe lundred, The Superintendent personally ademitted all students
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above one hundred,®? 5o great was the desire of the full-blood to
educate his children that hard feelings inevitabls occurred when a
partieular boy was not enrolled, Convinced that five hindred bays if
permitied would enrcll in ten days, Redd had to limit the student body
to reduos 111 111,

Gf the many students that entered the Chootaw Harvard fow
remilned morw than three years, Thirtyefour boys ran awuy in the 1252453
tern, Unfortunately, the students who left were the older and more
advenced, Frequent changes of imstructors provoked the depertures. Each
new teacher lost part of his class before he galned its respect. Ueorge
Anslie's group of clder students Mterally rebelled his first year ut
Spencers Of thirty-five boys, only fiwe retwmed for the following
session, Ancther toacher, J. He lourse, stayed only one term, during
m“ﬂmmmwuwumttm-ﬁ

With the clder, more advancad students leaving, Sponcer became
a large prizery school. Feter P, Fltohlynn first sade the observation,
but Alexander feld agreed, Two thirde of the boys were under twelve
Jyears of age in 1854, Une<half had enrclled less than two cessions before,
and only four had remainsd lomger than five years,26 *If Pitohlymn and
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the Trustees won't keep the stulents in school ten to fifteen years,"
explained the Superintendent, "you cannot have a higher level of edue
eation,">" Parents and students were reluctant to subwit to the dise |
eipline necessary for a successful school, If the youngsters stayed
for four or five years, however, feid declared that "they would be
pretty good scholars,"®®

Reid had duties other than managing the schocl, The sumeer of
1851 he spent proaching, eating, and living with the Chootaws, He spoke
fifty times, rode 1,200 to 1,500 mles and sew 3,000 to 4,000 people,
Throughout the Nation he met "Spencer boys," and for the first time
understood the greatness of the work in which he and his assoclates were
engaged.>? Ho reorganised the Spancer Ghurch in April, 1854 Twelve
were admiited to membership and Usorge Alnslie -mmmm“

In the Sussor of the same year a religious revivel manifested
in the vieinity of the Academy, Between 300 and 700 Indicns were present
at different snoremsntal seetings between 1854 and 1855, &y the last

of September, 1854, ﬁmuﬂ-ﬂ-nﬂhmm.ﬂ
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At nearty congregations, hundreds of chiliren were baptiszed and many
adults received into the followship.”> Ju Gs Silldmen wes sent in late
1855 to pastor the churches, but i1l health forvced him to leave within
the years™ The Board hesitated to send ancther pastor, but feid regarded
the churches so important that ha threatened to resign unless an additiomal
mnister was sent,’”

As the wnofficlsl dean of the Foredgn Board's Chootaw missione
aries Redd alded in the admindstration of other mission points. In this
capacity he wvas involved in the Reverend Mr. Eells controverszy at Goode
water Hission. FEells was a Southemer commisasioned to superintend the
Chickasaw Female Academy. Host of his associates, as a consequance, were
womon. EBells, whose wife was pregaant, was Af not immoral, at least
indiscreet. He reportedly used every occasion to physieally touch his
teachers. Reports said he draped his arms over the breasts of liss Mathers,
and moved Miss Holingsworth imto an adjacent bedroom, He put his arms
about the latter and kissed her on the steps of the Semdinary, Medd did
not blame Eells for this action because Miss Holingsworth was "a very
loveable 1ittle bodyeesage about 20,7 Reld 4id objeet to the Goodwater
Superintendent visiting the young teacher's sickroom st might dressed enly
in a shirt. In addition to this impropriety, Eells massaged her feet
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and legs, used a poultice on her "bowels," and employed a cather and
syrings. To Reid, the whole matter was highly indecent and he recome
mended Bells yemoval,”’

After seven years, the cares of Spencer foroed Redd to submit
his resignation. He asked not to leave the Choctaws, but instead to
learn thelr language and live among them, "My spirit,” he wrote, "is
u“mﬁt:mmqﬂﬂumm.'n In response
to Reld's request, the Mission Board appeinted Caylord More, A lew York
mimister, as Spencer's new Superintendsnt. More arrived at the Academy
on November 1, 1856, To ease More's adjustment to the institution, Redd
delayed his departure,”?

Superintendent More yemained at Spancer for only one year.
After a month he advised the Board he would lsave at the close of the
sessions The burdens of his wife prompted his resignation., He declared
that had he known of her duties he never would have come to the Indians,
More also lost the respect of his staff. fobert Young threatemed to
resign if the mew Superintendent remsined.'®! e Mesion House sounded
out James Ross Ramsey (no relation to the earlier Superintendent, James
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B, Ramsey) as a replacemsnt for More. Ramsay declined, however, to leave
his post in the Seminole Nation.' > In desperation, the Foreign Boand
implored Alexander Reid to return to the Academy. The Sage of Spenver,
in Hew Jersey because of his wife's health, accepted the call because the
Chootaws were dissatisfied with Spencer's late management.'®”

In the meantime, James Frothingham served as Acting Superintend-
ent, When Reid arrived in late December, "his coming was very much like
that of "Napoleon to his eagles,'"'®™ Reid acted to restare the confidence
of the Chootaws in their National Academy. When, at the end of the term,
he retumed to his wife, the Hation once again considered Spenoer as its
principal tool of eivilization.

What had been won, however, was lost in one more term, Frothe
inghanm resumed the Superintendency for the 185859 sesslons The year was
highly unsucoessful, Because of his health, Sheldon Jackson, later a
succesaful Alaskan missionary, dismissed the upper olass. A msasles
apidemic developed and the institution suffered & general loss of
respoct.’95 (Oeorge Ainslie, however, indicated that it was no wonder the
Indians complained. "The whole place lies open, unprotected by a fence.
Cattle and hogs roms the campus.”'% In view of the conditions st Spencer,
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Alexander Reld ecmsented to returmn once again,

The indispensable Superintendent, for the second time without
his wife, returned to the Chootaws in August, 1859,'% His retum
inspired the good will of the masses once again. "The full-bloods are
sy warn friends,® wrote Reid six months later. Furthermore, Spencer was
in "as good or better shape than ever," and "the mlssion family move
slong very harmomiously.”'® Unfortunately, he wes unable to say the
same for his beloved Chootaws,

The 1ate 1850's and early 1860%s were parilous for the Indians,
Famine stalked the land through 1860 and sarly 1861, The Mission Board
offered relief, but Reid declined the assistance., He said aid would
obseure to the Indian that his suffering eame from his own indolence,
and he quistly assisted the Choctaws by giving them work and food as
payment.'%7 The slavery Lssue also created disumity., The Natiomal
Couneil in early 1854 passed a law requiring ell abolitiomists to leave
the Nation.'1? rither honestly or prudently, the missicnaries there=
after remsined silant on the inflasmatory issue, Ardently antle-slave,
the American Board of Comslssioners for Forelgn Missions dismssed its
workers in the Choctaw Mation who refused to espouse the Northern eause,
Through Redd's efforts these dedicated men were commissioned by the
Fresbyterian Board of Foreign Mlissions who sought 2 neutral position
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on the slavery issus.'l!

The leading Chootaws considered most missiomaries abolitiomists.
The Amerigan Board's action only reinforced their conclusion. when He A.
Wents, & former missionary teacher at Spencer, was caught selling fire-
arms on May 20, 1862, few doubted the subversiveness of sission activity,
The next day Spencer was visited by an armed mob in ssarch of additional
weapons, '12 In danger of & retum visit and with the Chootaws casting
their lot with the South, Spenmoer could not continue, By May 2ith, most
of the missiomaries left the Academy, After September Sth, only Alexander
Reld and his famlly remained to hear the echo of happy veloes of a by-

gone day.11? Said %eid: "I intend to remain here as long as I am
allowed to do so mdisturbed.*! !V

As the Spencer refugees made their way through the Gonfederate
States to the North, an ere 2t the Choctaw Harvard ended.'!? e Presty-
terian Board of Foreign Missions assumsd direction of Spencer in 1846,
The first three years guided by Jemes B, Ramsey ended in heartache and
frustration: Under the direction of Alexander Reid, howaver, the Acadamy
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gained the respect of its Indian patrons, Reid's momentary retirement
only illustrated his ability and influsnco, After the first seveateen
years, the success of the school was evident in the aceomplishments of
the Spencer "boys.” The advent of war clouds, however, suspended Spencer
Acadeny as the Choctaw's principal source of civilizatiun.



CHAPTER III

THE WAR AND AFTER, 1861 = 1882

This people is my peopls,
Alexander Reld.

The divisive forees at work in Indian Territory were faint echos
of the strife in the United States. The motion that the sections were
different and the struggle over slavery divided the Umited States along
lortheSouth lines. The conflict affected not only government but religious
organizations as well, Southern churches, for example, withdrew from the
Preshyterian General Assembly, and after the formation of the Confederecy,
established the Presbyterian Church, Confoderate States of America. The
new southern organization desired to duplicate the many services of the
Jeneral Assembly, one of which was foreign mission activity, Consequently,
an Executive Board was formed and Dr, J, L. Wilson, who had resigned a
similar post with the northem churches, was appointed Secretary.’

After the Chootaws cast their lot with the South on July 13, 1861,%

1Alfred Nevin, ed., Ep
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Wilson hastened to the Indian Territory to selidify the southern Church's
position,” He found that the school property had been repossessed by the
Chootaw Cownedl.” Reid, ¥ingsbury, Byington, and others, considered as
Confederate supporters and "secessionists” by the departed missionaries,
had stayed at thelr posts, howsver,” At Wilson's urging, the remaining
Choetaw missionaries accepted the oversight of the mew Exscutive Board
of Foredgn Missions, After his visit, Wilson specifically reported that
Alexander Reid should have the confidence of southern Ghristians,’

During the strife that followsd secession, Sponcer Academy did
not function as an educational institution., Remaining at the school,
field continued his religious ministrations to the surrounding ccmmmunity.
The dorwitories were put to military use. Confedevate troops probably
did not arrive until the Spring, 1862, Two companies of Major Simpson
Folsom's Chootaw battalion were ordered to the vieimity of Doaksville
on Jwne 30, 1862,7 These were apparently the first soldiers stationsd
in the area, It is doubtful, however, that they camped on the Spencer
grounds. According to Reid, the Academy was first occupled by white
soldiers. A detachment of Texans, therefore, probably carried the
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Civil War to the Chootaw Harvard,®

In 1863, a hospital for Confederate troops was established at
the Academy, and while the identy of the patients was not recorded, it
operated for eightesn months accepting casualties from minor military
sidrmishes.” The dormitories made ideal wards and operating rooms, but
not all who were treated survived their stays, A resident later recalled
that skeletons and bonns remeined after the dootors and patients abane
doned the Spenmcer bulldings, Many soldiers who entered the Civil War
hespitals did not live to recall the experience., The crude, military
facility st Spencer was certainly no more afficient, and skeletons may
very woll have remsxined as a memorial to the pain and agony of that
struggle in the Chootaw Nation.!?

General Douglas H. Cooper arrived at Spencer on December 14,
1863 with the Wells Battalions Commanding Gemeral William Steels, {rom
his hesdquarters at Doaksvills, directed Cooper to establish himself at
the Academy without interfering with the general hospital, He suggested
that the men camp at some contiguous peint where timber was available
for huts, ! After & winter's encampment, Cooper left Spencer. later
appeinted Commanding Oeneral of the Indian Territory, Confederate States
of America, he made his headquarters at Port Washita, several miles

S4rs, 5. 0. lee to Mrs, Woodruff, Omsha Mission, 20 May 1867,
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west of the school en the preirie.!?

The waning Cenfedsrate fortunes in the Indian Territery brought
a flood of refugees to tha Chootaw Hation. From the Autumm of 1863 to
the end of the var thousands suffered privatiens in casps along the
Kiamichi, Boggy, and Blue Rivers.'? Mot far from the Fiasichi, Spencer
sucsored hundreds of these destitute eivilians, Shelter and food were
available in abundance, Kindness and elothing were also on hand, To
many, the Academy was an casis in a desert of strife and destrustien.'”

During military cccupation, Alexander Reld held undisputed
possession of the Superintendent’s house, dining room and iditchon,
General Gooper gave strict onders not to disturb him and his family. To
Reid, this was a "great faver from the Lord.” The possessions of the
departed missionaries were left unmolosted, Reid never had so much as
a chicken taken from hia, Furthermore, ha never lacked sugar, tea, salt,
coffee, or flour for the duretion of the war,'?

Situsted in the Superintendent's house, 14fe for the Reid famly
was not uncomplicated, In October, 1861, after his fellow missiemaries at
Spencer abendoned their posts, Reid's third ¢hild, a daughter, was bom, 'S

2innie Fo Abel, The Aneriesn Indisn ap Particioant in the Civil
iar (Cleweland, 1919), 303.
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Mre, Redd was foobls in health, and the childbirth did not improve her
condition, As Spencer deterlorated with military oceupatlion, Mrs. Redd
also declined, Of her it was said: "She ig so stlll but so plessant and
g0 kind.*"7 In this condition she passed sway on July 10, 1864, Thus
vithin ten years, Meld buried c second wife in the Spencer cametery.

Mrs. Bedd's death caused rzdical chamges in the Superintendent's
home, A Negro woman was employed to cook and wash and Redd eared for the
ehildrens'? 'hils the Confederste Arsy was clese by he protested them
from what he considered evil influsnces, "I kept my childven very closely
shut up a8 much 8o as A7 they had been in a soavent,® he wrots,”
Seeretary Wilson offered to take the baby into his own family and find
homes for the boys among his friends. The Superintendent declined the
offers His southern sympathies were not strong enough to send the cihlld-
ren to South Carolina, Instead he preferred they receive their education
in the homs of their "selnted mothers,">'

Desplte sicimess in his own home, Reld contlnued to minister to
the Spencer commuity. He malntained services at two places anl sometimes
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at  third,? His sudienses were composed of women, children, and aged
mens At one point only two men were present.”’ In 1862, smallpox
ravaged the vieinity and over fifteen Choctaws died.”* Working from
Spencer the tireless "Fcol of God" was a source of strength and comfort
te his charges,

No attempt was made to reopen Spencer Academy during the War.>?
All were caught in the excitement of war and there was littls interest
in education. Furthermore, no funds were available., Tribal leaders
regarded the suspension of teaching as serious, and fesred that without
schools, the now generation would have mo foundation upon whish to build
2 new Hation,?® The value of edusation was illustreted by & report
which declared that "most of the Choctaw companies that have gone to
the War are officered by young men who have been educated at Spencer
#—i-qn.'ﬂ In view of the future, lsading Chootaw men were thus uneasy
over the suspension of the schools.

Spancer was & mission polnt as well as an edusational institution,
During the war, the principal function of the Academy was spiritual, The
turmoll of the conflict, however, was not conduoive to religious interest.

2 joseph Wilsen, ed., Historical Almanse, 1865 (Fhiladelphia,
1865), 165 . {
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Seldoa were there erowds for preaching services and many Spencer Church
sembors neglocted their religion entirely.,” As Reid's children
prevented him from traveling great distances, he was unable to arrest
the religious corresion of his people.

The Chootaws persisted in thelr rebellion against the Umited
States until June 19, 1865, Chief Feter P, Pitohlymn officially surrend-
ered the military forces of the Hation at Doaksville, ten miles south of
spencers®? Cyrus Kingsbury's prediction that the Choctaws would be "used
wp" in @ natienal conflict was dresdfully accurate.”’ The people were
destitute and the land destroyed. Some refugees who had received sance
tuary asong the Choctaws formed lawless bands and preyed upon the people.-!
Hopeless at first, order was restored with surprising repidity. The war,
however, brought disaster. "This was the second time in our history,®
said Chief Allen Wright, "that the bright future prospects for the Choctaws
in the rapld march to civilization have been impeded and paralysed,*~2

At Spenver Academy, Alexander Reid saw the need for repld action.
He was powerless, however, to reopen Spencer without Council approval,
He did increase the eirels of his presching amd by 1866 he had four
regular appointments.”” Froa October of that year to December, 1867, he

Oitlahoma Histordecal
“pebo, chestan fecublie. 8%

Opeid to Ainslie, Spencer, 27 March 1866, Sue MeBeth Papers,
Soclety.

ﬁmummm 18 4J 1861, Bex 10, Vel. 1,
American Indian Correspondence MSS mm?m—lm




bk

recedved twentyethree persons into the Chureh,?® In July, 1868, Reid and
his two sons visited the mountaln churches in the morth and east, who for
Seven years were without missiomary direction, The trip was made despite
recurring chills and fever, but resulted in strengthemed and encouraged
Choctaw Christiena,~>

After the War, the Chootaws recognized the need for new educatione
el facilities. In December, 1866, the Hational Gomncil effectively recone
stituted the neighborhood schools. In January, the Choetaw children for
the first time in five years gathered sgain ot the crude houses of primery
learning. Funds, however, were not avallable for Spencer and it ocontinued
dormant. 3

In February, 1869, Alexander Reid and his children lsft the
Indlan Nation.”? Reid desired to devots his life to the Chootaws, and
furthermore, ho wanted death and burial in their land,”® He left the
mission, however, on account of his children,”? With a meager educse
tional progream there, proper instruction was available only in the East,
Reld tock the two boys to Princeton, New Jersey and tutored them for
admission into the Umiversity. Casper (regory kindly received his young

e Missionary, January, 1868, 8,
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daughter into his heme in Pennsylvaria,?

Reid was not eontent in the East, He constantly yearned for
Spencer and the Chootaws,™! Onee hls children were sducated, the Sage
of Spencer retumed to the Indian Territory in 1880 as a missionary
commissioned by the Preshyterian Board of Home Missions, His headguarters
wore at Atoks until 1882 when, to work with the Chottaw Freedman, he
mmnhwlnﬂw.“ Six yesars later, this man of "extrome
modesty, of singular exsoutive abllity, of sterling Seotch morel strength
noted for his plety, spirituality, cheerfulness and entire contentment,”
died in Boston, Massachusetts,”” Foremost, however, Alexandar Reid was
servant of the Choctaws,

After Fedd left Spencer in Fetruary, 1869, the Acadewy was
cccupded by a Negro famlly, The previous sutum, hewsver, the National
Couneil had authorized the repalr of the Chootaw Harvard, Fortis LeFlore,
Superintendent of Schosls, employed Calvin Ervin to rebulld the Acadesy.
At the end of the sumser, the Ervin family moved to the institution, The
bulldings hed deterloreted, but were delightful play areas for the Frvin
chiliren. The contractor and carpenter worked steadily for two years
before Spencer reflected its antebellun splendor,

%petd to 5. 0. lee, Princeton, med., Lee Family Fapers XSS,
Preshyterian Historical Soelety,
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On Novesber 2, 1870, the National Council acted to resstablish
Spencer Academy as a male boarding school, Six thousand dollars was withe
dresm from the nedghborhood school fund and allotted to the institution,
The Freshyterian, Baptist and Methodist Mission Boards were each asked
about admimistering the school and supplylng the teschers and salaries,’”

The Chootaws sounded out both the northem and southemn Fresbye
terian Chureh orgamizations, The northern Church designated itself during
the Civil Wer, Presbyterian Church, U, S, A After the War, the churches
that onoe formed the Prestyterian Chureh, Confederate States of Aserica,
adopted the title, Prestyterien Church, United States, in order o
distinguish it frem the northem organisetion, The Ferelgn Muasion
agencies of both church groups agreed to oversee the Academy, Joosph
Folscm attempted to have the school placed wnder the care of Spencer's
014 benefactor, the Hission Board of the northern Preshyterian Church,
(U 8o As)s™® e Council decided against Mim, howsver, and favored
instend the Foredgn Missions agensy of the southern Chureh (U, 5.), &
natural selection in view of the Choctaw affinity for things southerne ”

The southern Church's decision to resuscitate Spencer was hesitant,
The detervination wes mede "lest 1% fall into hands that would meke it a
curse to the Hatien,"™® By agreenent, the Mission Bosrd agreed te appoint
and support a Superintendent and two toachers and admit to Spencer sixty

%550t of the Chootaw Nation, 2 Nov, 1870,
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mals students. As the mew Superintendent the Exseutive Commlttee of
Foreign Missions selseted the Reverend J, H, Colten,'?

Colten came to the Choctaw Nation from Fayettevills, Worth
Carolina,”® He Jolned the Indlan Preshytey in January, 1870 and one
year later cccuplesd Fine Ridge, the station of the beloved Cyrus Kingsbury,
recently deceased.”! When his Board elected to recpen Spemcer, Colton
was, therefore, convenlently neer. In March, 1571, he was assigned to
Spencer and charged with preparing the school for its first tera sinee
1860,%2

In behalf of the Txecutive Commlttee of Foreign Misslons of the
Freshyterian Church, U. 8., Jo H. Colton acoepted administretion of
Spencer Academy on May 2, 1671. He agreed to govern the institution
according to the requiremsnts of the Educational Ast of 1842, The cone
tract stipulated that sixty boys would enroll in the Academy and that the
Muummmrm.m:.mmmmumﬁ

The Commlitee found it difficult to staff Spencer, A school nf
sixty young Choctaws required a Superintendent and two assistants, The
Committes, however, was umable to supply the additional teachers when tie
Acadeny opened for its first term in 1871. Thus instead of the projected
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sixty students, facilities were availabls for only thirtystwo,™ In
Septesber, the Exscutive Commitiee published the need for assistants at
M.Mﬁ-mmmmm.ﬂ

The lack of tsachers detrectod from the sucocess of Golton's first
yoar at Spencers With only half of the preseribed students, the Choctaws
detectsd very little pregress, Furthermore, the ineffective cxamlnations
demonstrated ilupotont instructions The Mation Councdl, therefore, exe
pected the Acadeny would improve during ite second tarm,S

By commencement of the sccond sessicn, Spencer was sufficliently
staffed. Dependable iiss Elizaboth Morrison, Mre and Mrs, J, L, Caldwsll,
and iire ile Meiskil received commissions from the Expcutive Committee,
With the additional teachers, enrcllment at Sponcer increased te fifty
students,”’ This nusber, hewever, was far short of the hundred end more
students enrolled before the Civil War,

Unfortunate deaths and sccidonts st the Academy ocourred during
Colton's second year, In Docember, 1872, ths boys were welting on an
upper gallery for clean clothes uhen the swports collapsad, The young-
sters tusbled to 2 splintery heap. Iwelve of the students were very badly
cut, and all were brulsed and scratched. Im the following spring, Spencer
was visited by snother cetastrophes Twe of the students died frow &n
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unknown malady,”> Misfortune eontinued during the new Superintendent's
early years at Spencer.

Colten nurtured the spiritual life of the Spencer commumity, He
orgamized Sabbath moming prayer meetings and Fresbyterian catechism
classes to instruct the students in Christian virtues. Colton reported
in 1573 that a religious reawakening was in progress. It was the first
revival of interest since 1858 when Alexnnder Reid baptized hundreds,
Colton was not as suocesaful as Reid, however, Only seven beliesvers
were admtted that year to the Spemcer Church.??

In 1874, J. Leighton Wilson visited Spencer in behalf of the
Exocutive Commdttee. He was impressed anew with the five twoestory framed
bulldings and the location of the Academy, fe reassured the Committee's
supporters of the worthiness of Spencer as a mission point. He reported
that mine-tenths of all influential men in the Hatlon recedved thelr
education at Spencer. "I wisited the school tuice in former years, and I
do mot think it was ever in a more flourlshing condition.”®? Wilsen's
observation, however, was pure propaganda, There was no comparison to
earlier ysars. Only fifty students were sustained whereas in the ante-
bellum period Reid enrolled three times that mumber,

Colton was momentarily absent from Spencer during the latter part
of 1874 and early 1875, He retumed to North Carclina because of his
wife's healths T. T. Jolnston of Columbia, South Carolins was commissioned
by the Exscutive Committes as Colten's replacement., Johnston, however,
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proved & fullure. Without consulting the Committee or his missionary
agsociates, the temporary Superintendent withdrew from the Academy. Such
action did not improve Spender's public image and Colton had to hasten
back from North Carolina before cheos developed.S!

After Colton returnsd to the Asademy, he faced one crisis after
another, The financial coniition of the institution was critieal, In
the autumn of 1575 he requested additional appropriations from the Natione
al Councdl, To the Choctaws, however, the incumbent adwinistration did
not merit supplementsl funds.’? In support of his request, Goltan pointed
out that the recent examinations had been satisfactory, iilliam Gardner
supported the Superintendent in his appraisal, "The students were active
and attentive to duties, glving unmistaksble evidence that they had not
spent their time in idleness,” he reported.S’ The Gounetl was not
impressad, however, and did not honor the financial appeal,

The term of 1675+76 was wholly unsuccessful. The Exscutive
Commlttee admitted as mioh in 4ts Annual Hepowt by stoting thet in
comparison to previcus years, "Spencer Academy is not as efficient."™
The attendance eantinued to aversge only fifty students and funds were
imadequate to supply institutionsl mecessities. e National Cowncil was
also dissatisfled, Choctaw lsaders believed that Golten arbitrarily
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expellad students and refused to consult the Board of Trustees, lie had
extablished a store at the Academy, also in viclation of the Educational
Aot of 1842 and had not admitted students for the fall term. Aoccordinge
1y, the Councll resolved to investigate the Superintendent and ask the
Bmcutive Gommittee for his removal, If the request was not honored,
the Choetaw Hation planmmed to give notice ¢4 the southern Presbyterian
Church of its intentien to terminate the contract of 171,55 |

The last of Cotober, 1876, the Spencer Board of Trustees formally
requested Colton's dismissal, As the new Superintendent, they urged the
appolntment of L, W. Currie, a teacher at Spencer since 1975, The
Fresbyterian Executive Comdttee responded by expressing dissatisfaction
with the Nation's support of Spemcer. It polnted cut that by withehold=
ing funds, the National Couneil, not the ilsalon Boamd, kept the school
from ojening on September 1st. To prevent session dolays in the future,
the Committee demanded that the United States government pay the educatione
2l funds directly to it and not to the Couneil, Furthermore, Colton's
resignation was acoepted by the MHisslon Board three momths earlier, but
not because of the motion of the Doard of Trustees. Finally, the Comdttee
would not appeint Currie or reopen the school until requosted adjustments
were made, The Board, however, declared that its representative, John
Jo Read, would visit the Academy and reopen the institution Af he deemed
it precticable,56

Edmmd MeCurtain, a Choctaw lesader, replied to the charpes and
demands of the Exscutive Committee, He explained that the Nation allotted
i —

S5aets of the Chootaw Nation, 21 Octe 1876,

e (Atoka) nddsater, 6 Dees 1876,



52

educational funds as soon as they arrived from the United States, On the
cccasion in question, the money was not received until October 17ths
HeCurtain observed that despite the delay and without an appropriastion
the Hethodist Acadery opened, but Spencer hed not. As the Counclil depende
ed upon the United States for the funds, it ceuld mot guarantes the arriwal
dats, Also, the Executive Comdttee could not expect the Council to
approve direct allocation, Fimally, action regarding Colton was based
upon his operetion of = store without & license, not his management of
spencer, &7

The Natlemal Council's action ended Colton's six years at Spencer,
Resuseitation of a defunet institution was no easy task, That Spencer
Academy recpened at all after the Civil War was to his credit. Colten,
however, did not gulde the Academy to a level comparable to antebellum
years, He was never able to enroll more then & minlmum mmber of studenta.
His decision to opernte n store was wnfortunate, When he loft the Hatien,
however, the disfaver of the Councll was elieited by the store, and mot
s administration of Spencer.

The Exscutive Commitiee seleoted John J. fHead to replace Colten
and to determine if the Church should continue at Spencer Academy, Read
was born in fiinds County, Mississippl in Jenuary, 1843, During the Civil
War he served four years in the Confederete Army and entered the ministry
&t the conflict's ends After Appomettox, Read continued his edusation at
Gakland College and Columida Serdnary. He was preaching in Houstoo, Texas
when the Executive Committee commissioned him to assume charge of Spencer,
Hith his wife and infant daughter, Read arrived in the Choctaw Nation

67 he MeAloster Star-Vindicater. 13 Jan. 1877,
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1n Docesbar, 1876,

Spancer Academy resumed instruction on Jammary 1, 1877, The
new Superintendent apparently dropped the Commlitee's financlal demands
and agreed to expel students only with the consent of the Board of Truste
ees, In any event the contraot was continued, Fead's first momths at
the institution acquainted him with the unique problems of Indlan sducae
tion. Entering stulents knew 1ittle Englishand many did not stay at the
Academy long enough to recoeive instrustion in depth, Few students “knew
anything outside of their simple Jife in the woeds," he reported.’? me
problem was not new st Spencer, only to the Suporintendent.

In 1875, Drs H, R, Johnson was sent to the Academy by the Bosrd
in response to recurring illness among the students, Johnson may have
taught on occasion, but his principal concern was, of course, the health
of the Spencer famlly,”® Cne mjor disease confronting Johnson was
rmeumerda, which sammually took the lives of many youngsters, incluling
fiead’s small daughtor.’' Striving to improve health at Spencer, he
persuaded the Counelil to require physieal examinatioms of all students
for diseased lungs, If the boys were afflicted, they were then suspended
fron the Academy.’2
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As the dootor worked to improve Spemcer's health, Fead was
anxious to ralse the level of oducation,’? He saw no need for the Indians
to seek higher education in the United States,”™ 4 "migh scheol level
was possible at Spencer, but only Af the students had a better educae
tional fowndation, To thds ond, the Superintendent requested the Trustees
to appoint only those boys who demenstrated excellsnoe in the neighbore
hood schoolss Read's lobly was so effsotive that the Comncil established
spacific requirements for adwlssion., By an Aet of November, 1920, caly
boys between twelve and elghteen yoars of age who had completed the
"Third fesder” were sdmitted te the Acedamy,’’

The Superintendent was not so suecessful, however, in increasing
student enroll:ents e was never sble to attrect ower sixty students,
Apparently, howsver, numbers were not important to Read for he mede little
attempt to enlarge the student body, 'hat did mattsr was the quality of
instruction, Read regarded the axaminations in May, 1079, ao demonstrate
ing the sffectivensss of hls educational progrem, To him, "the exams
were highly satisfuetory,"’C Thore were those who disagreed, In New
Jersey, Alexnnder Reid considered Spencer's condition "very wnsstisfactory,”
"Hr, fBead 15 & good plous man, but he has not the faculty of managing a
sthool of Indlan boyse"?! Reid btased Ms conclusions on intelligence

?mlﬂlﬂ 1 Acts of the Choctaw Hatiom,
5 Nov. 1880, -

7Sthe Misslonary, August, 1879, 109,

77Redd to Leo, Astorda, New York, 4 Dec, 1879, lee Famlly Fapers
, Presbyterian Historieal Secisty,
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recelved from Miss Horrison, who also reported that the teachers and
the Chostaws were dissatisfled with the Supsrintenient.’®

There was no question, however, that the physleal faeilities of
Srencor continued to deterlorats during Read's adminlstration, The deecsy
prompted Feter Py Fitehlymn, Chadrman of the Committea eon Schools, to
socure from the National Counoll in 1877 authorlzation to relocate Spencer,’?
The move did not cccur for seversl ysars, In the meantime, Spencer
ecntinuad to langulsh and NMead made 1Utils attempt to malntain it. Ine
stead he encouraged relocations® Alexander Reid retumed to the Nation
in 1830, visited the Acadesy, and stayed only one might. "It made nme
sick to see how changed the dear old place was from what it used to be
and T was glad to get awmy, The bulldings are going to ruin fast and the
last Councdl appointed a Committes with powers to sslect a new site and
imtmhdlﬁnﬂ-'m

Ostensibly hecause of deterlorating facilities, the Presiyterian
Executive Comuttes elooted not to renew its sdministrative contract for
Spencers The original agreement of May, 1871 was for a ten year period,
The Southern Chureh was satisfied to lot 4t explre, In addition to the
facilities, the Committee objected to the unhealthy location of the
Acsdewys They olso detected a desire among the Chostaws to sdminmister
the institution locally. Frineipally, hewever, funds expended at Spencer

kide
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®'hetd to Les, Atoka, 29 Dec, 1880, loe Family Papers Mss,
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were usable olsewhere., > Published motives for withdrewal, however, did
not reflect the true ciroumstances, Actually, the Chootaws left the
Southem Chureh littls choloe,

In Novesber, 1830, the Hational Couneil indlcated its dissatise
faction with Spencer's administration. The value of ten year contracts
was reaffirmed and provision made for relsase of objectionable teachers
and Superintendents, Furthermore, the Council stated that stadents were
at Spenser "to go to school and not to work," and that teachers must eat
the same food as the scholars.®” Undeudtedly, the eriticism was simed
directly at the Exscutive Committes and anticipated the explration of
the contract.

If the Mation desired to administer Spencer, the Council's action
did not betray the hope. Only days after the contract expired, the
Academy's old bemefactor, the Board of Forelgn Misslons of the Preshye
terian Chureh, U, 5. A., was asked to resune overslght of Spencer."’ The
mard fest haste of the Councll was no commendation of Spencer's preceding
ten yeare or the sdministretion of the Prestyterian Church, U, S,

The contract having expired, Rsad laft Spencer in the sumwr of
1881, Assigned o post among the Chickssaws, he served that tribe with
great ability wntil his death in 1898,%% kis departure from Spencer,
however, signaled the end of ancther signficant ere, The Civil War and

1881, 12,

®asts of the Chootay Natian, 5 Nev. 1880,

Sae1a to Lee, Atoks, 18 May 1881, lee Famlly Papere INSS,
Pviptedtan Motestasl sosteiy
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Roconstruction peried, as well as the work of the southern Freshytorian
Chureh was ever, The Academy's bulldings were no longer usable as the
home of a thriving educational institution, Thus, when Read left the
buildings and grounds notth of Doaksville ceased to functien as Spencer
heademyy

The remmining facilities, however, assumed new responsibilities,
In Novesber, 1881, the Natiomal Counsil temporardly established an
orphan's home on the grounds. Ome thousand dollars was aporopricted to
repeir the Superintendent's house and Pitchlynn and Armstrong Halls,
Construction materials were obtained by dismentling Jones and MeKinmey
(or Wilson) Halls,%® Reverend Jy B, NMobe wes commssionsd by the Home
Board of the nerthern Presbyterian Church te superintend the new orphane
age. Iwo years later and by Act of the Council, Robe removed his charges
and abandoned the onoe proud bulldings permanently in 1884,%7

Vacant and decayed, the Nation authorised the sale of ®old"
Spencer to the highest bidders™C On September 8, 1835, the bulldings
and grownds were acquired by Robert Stewart Fresier,’’ Fresier and mie
bride oocupled the Superintendent's house and on occasions permitted
Indian "big meetings" to assemble in the vauent Halls, At these religlous
events, with the dormiteries reverberating to enthumlastic preaching and

86)0ts of the Chootaw Nation, 11 Hov. 1881,

L E. Reed, "The Robe Famlly—<ssionaries,” Chrenleles of
mlﬂlu:huiﬂﬂ. 3.

%3.cts of the Choctaw Nation, 29 Oct. 18084,
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Historieal Society.



co6) ‘Jeousds prn Jo eyfusipend eyl




59
singing, the atmosphere and sounds of old Spencer were onoe again reene
scted, Elghty years later, however, cnly an unkempt cemstery und o
barely perceptible foundation marks the site of the Choctaw Harvard's
most glordious years,

The Civil War disastrously interrupted the operation of Sponcer
Academy, The northern Presbyterian missionaries were forced to withdraw
from the Chootaw lietion under the odium of sbelitienism, The missionaries
who remained, among thes Alsxander Reld, were commissioned by the
Freshyterian Church, Confederate States of America, Serving os a bare
racks, hospital and refugee senctuary during the cenfliet, Spencer re=
opened in 1671 under the direction of the Exscutive Committee of the
Fresiyterian Church, U. 3. The following decade produced frustretion and
deteriorations When the contract expived the Mational Council sought
asslstance from the Hoard of Foreign Missions, Spencer's henefactor in
more successful days. Flnally, in 1884, the home of the Chootaw Harvard
for forty years was abandoned to an ingloriocus and unremesbered death,
Spencor deserved a better end,

R e —————— T TR R —

Myarcisss Knutson Interview, IndlanePlenser Papers, Vol, 61,
Foreman Collection, Uklahoma Historical Society.



GEAPTER IV

Em m. 1'” -'m

The work is hard, unceasing, diseouraging,
Harvey Schermsrhorn

After Spencer Academy was moved to 2 mew looation in 1881, the
Foreign Mission Board of the Preshyterlan Chureh, U, S, A., sssumed
Jurisdiction of the new faeility, Few Spencer was efficiently adminise
tored by agents of the "old" Board for seven ysars. After a year's local
admnistration, the Academy reverted to the Home Board of the Presbyter-
ian Church, U, S. A In 1854, the Nation ascumed control until the
Academy, after twe disastrous fires, permanently ceased to function,

Agitation to relocate Spencer Academy was mam fested as early
as 1677, That fall, Peter P, Pitchlynn secured authorisation from the
National Council to move the institution to smother ares.! Implementa
tion depended upon the selection of a new site and construction funds,
Allsn Wright, Superintendent of Public Schools, choired the committee
ompowercd to make the selection, Several locations were considersd, The
Atoka Indgendent wanted the Aeademy near that thriving tesm, "If the

licts of the Choctaw Natiom, 25 Oet. 1877,
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Indisns are to leamn Fnglish they must be where there are people,"? The
editor modestly mainteined that everything desired was at Ateka, Furthere
more, the bustling elty would donste ons thousand dollars and supply the
land,’

The site finally selectod for the new Acedasy was at Belsen,
twenty wiles west of the old location and near presant Soper, Oklshows,
Frineiple features of the site were proximity to the rellread, central
location, and accessibility in high water semsoms, Bids to construct the
bullding were made in Docesber, 1880, and ranged frem £15,000 to §24,000,
The next Council session swarded the contrect to the low bidder, and
announced that the first session of the new Academy would begin in
September, 1882,

Adlen hiright urged that the lation bwlld a fireproof facility.
The Councll elected, however, to erect a woodom two-story hodlding,.
Facing Scuth, the principle strusture contained twenty-eight rooms, had
& minoty=three foot fromt and two wings extending 105 feot.® Instesd of
several bulldings, the new institution was housed at first in one mascive
edifioe which contained sleepdng rooms, classrooms, the kitchen, and
dining room, At 2 later data an additionol dowmitory was constructed
to the west, The eriginal structure, however, imposing as 4t was, cone
tained lsss speace than the old location,

*(aseia) Indevendent, 26 July 1879,

Jneport of Allen Wright, Superintendent of Public Schools, 28 Dee,
1880, Bax We23, Allen liright Collootion, Umiversity of Oklshoma Library,
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The new site was selected before the southern Preshyterians

relinguished ¢ontrol of old Spencer, Thus, when approached by Allen
Wright, the Forelgn Boand of Misslons of the Preshyterisn Chureh,
Us Su As undorstood that Lts oversight would commonce in now facile
Aties,” This knowledge was possibly an Latucement for Spemcer's earlior
benefactor o reestablish a Chootaw Mission, Alse, a Superintendent was
already available, Alexander RBeid, writing from Ateka, suggested (diver
Py Stark as adminiotretor and agreod to assist him whensver possible.’
Accordingly, the Doard agreed to resume control in the Swessr, 1801,
Staric hed taught st Spencer from 1846 to 1849, First comnectod
with the American Board, he organisod Goodlend Misslon and remsined there
until 1866, During the years witil his yeturn to Spemcer, he was
principel of Lemar Female Sesiimary, Fards, Temss,” Stark assumed kis
now duties in Nowember, 1531, when the Choctaw Council suthorised Mm to
take chargo of the old Anstitution and sell all perishable properkye!?
The first term in tho new bulldings began in November, 1882,
In preparetion for the opeming, Stark spent Mis own money and an addi-
tional §1,000 in constructing ssaller cutbuildings, The building cone
trect had mot provided for stables, a warchouss, wash and bake houses,
privies, well houses, or a fence., By October, 1882, the facilities wore
adequate and & teacking staff was on hand, The follming month sixty

7Reid to lee, Atoka, 10 Hay 1807, Lee Family Papers Mss,
Presbyterian Historieal Soclety.
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boys enrollied in the new Spencer,'!

The Board of Missions appointed two assistant teachers to work
with the Superintendent. As in the past, conflict errupted ameng the
staff at Spencer. At the end of the first term, Harvey R. Schermerhorn
desired to leave., Mrs, Helen Stark was the @ifficulty, "I believe lr,
Stark to be a good man," he wrote, "but he is prematurely old--not
strong elther rhysieally or mentally any more and his wife knows how to
manage hime To her management I am not willing to submt."'? e Super-
intendent was first inolined to release his teasher, but fearful that any
voport of strife, especially during hds firet term, would reflect upon
his own ability, he requested Schermerhorn to remsin. Considering it
his duty, the teacher reluctantly agreed, '~

By December, 1883, Stark's 111 health confined him to his reoms,
Mrs., Stark them attempted the sdministration of the Acsdeny, all of which
was wholly unsatisfactory to Schermerhorn.'® So heavy was ire, Stark's
hand that the assistant teacher requestsd an appelntment of Acting
Superintendent untll Stark regained his health,'” The feeble sdminis-

Micts of the Chootaw num.j‘mm. 1062; Appual Feport of

13arvey Sehermerhomn to J. Lowrde, Nelsen, 22 Juns 1883,
Amarlean Indian Correspondence MSS, mmﬂlm.
Humber 105, Roll 15, University of Tulsa Library.

13Hﬁmhl.m Helson, 2 July 1883, American
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Visehermerhomn to J. Lowrle, Nelson, 13 March 1884, American
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Roll 15, Umtversity of Tulsa Library.

15sehormerhom to J, Lowrie, lelson, 24 Mareh 1584, American
Indian Correspondence M55, Presbyterian Historical Soclety, Mumber 210,
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trator did not improwe, however, and paseed away on Aprdl &, 1884,
dixty years later he slapt in a greve maried only by growing wheat,

Upon Stark's death, Harvey R, Schermerhorn becams Spencer's
Supsrintendents Schormerhom was well qualified for his mew position,
He had worked among the Chootaws as a missionary before the Givil War and
served as administrator of Riverside Sominary and Hudson Academy in New
York State between 1866 and 187316 4As Superintendent, Schermerhomn
extended courtesles to Mrs, Stark out of respeet for her dead husband,
Sha, however, strongly objected to Sohermerhom's appointment and con=
temptuously refused to tum over the finonaial account books.'?

Hrs, Stark's lack of cooperation cast a pall over the adminise
tration of the Academy. After a trip to Farls, Texas, Mrs. Stark was
aeoused of transferring Spencer funds to her personal account and claime
ing cattle that belonged to the institution,!® Ultimetely, Sehemeshom
lost s patience ond declded the widow was either orazy or the worst
woman he ever knew,'? At old Spencer, Alexander Reid was asked to
investigate the situation, but for the first time in his life the Sage
was unavallable, I1l health prevented his assistance and eventually

18sohermartiorn's Account books, 1866=1873, Box Os5, Olinger
Collection M33, H“:;r of Oklahoma Library.

V7iirs, Helen Stark to J. Lowrle, Spencer, 7 May 1885, Amsriecan
Indlan Correspondence M55, Preshyterian Historical Society, Musber 45,
Roll 15, University of Tulss library.

Bpavard MoCurtain to J, lowrle, Sans Bois, Indian Territery,
17 June 1884, Americen Indien Correspondence MNSS, Historieal
Soclety, Humber 13, Roll 15, University of Tulsa Iibwary,

195chermerhomn to J, lowrie, Nelson, 22 May 1884, American
Indion Correspondence 453, Freshyterian Historical Soclety, Numbsr 354,
Roll 15, Unmversity of Tulsa Libwrary,
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foreed his retirement to Oreslay, Coloredo.’ The Chootaw Council was
wnable to understand Stark's last financial report, but did accopd
Schermerhorn's,” From Coloredo, Reld urged the Forelgn Board to drep
the matter in view of Mrs. Stark's years of faithful missionary sorvics.2?

Harvey Schermerhorn served Spencer effectively as Superintendent.
He had the respect of his students who showed their affeetion by promising
retaliation to any harmful Stark sction,> The students satisfactorily
demonstrated their instruction at the exwminations in My, 1884, The
Councll rewarded the Superintendent with an additiomal aporopriation of
$500 for repedr work, and imereased the capsoity of the institution to
one hundred students,®® Ry both actions, the Counctl illustrated its
confidence and faith in Schermerhom's adulmistration,

The Council's commendation proved hasty and premature, however,
Gne year later Scherwerhomn was the object of its wrath., His report for
the term of 1804<5 received oriticism for its surplus of §2,227, Accorde
ing to the Cowneil, the Superintendent should have used the funds for
the eomfort of Spencer students or for the ereetion of additionsl builde
ings. Scherwerhorn had also "exercised unwarranted authority® in
expelling students and by "putting in s farm for his owm use,” The

20eid to J. Lowrie, Old Spemcer, 26 June 1834, American

Indian Correspondence MSS, Freshyterian Historleal Soclety, liumber 20,
Roll 15, University of Tulsa Librarys

2150ts of the Chootaw Nation, 25 Oct. 1884,

22304 to J. Lowrle, Oresley, 26 Doo, 1884, American Indisn
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latter charge was the most serious, however, and the Choetaw Council
revoked the contymet with the Board of Foreign Mssions of the Presby-
terian Churchs®® he following day the Principal Chief was empowered o
appaint & mew Superintendent for the 1886.07 tern,28

Schermarhorn was not disposed, however, to aeeept the Councdl
netion without protest. The Treaty of 1866 provided homesteads for the
missionaries who lebored among the Indlans three consscutive years prior
to the Civil War. The Superintendent advised the Principal Chief he had
substantiated his cleim for a homastead in the Kiamitia County Court.
Furthernore, the surplus funds resulted from very careful econcy at
Spencer, As there were excesses for the last three years, "why all the
exeitoment now," he wanted to know.® Finally, the surplus was not
sufficlent to pay the ocost of nmew buildings., Of the action, Schermerhorn
concludad: "There must be soms misunderstsnding or there has been dome
gross injustice to me," 2

leading men doubted the wisdom of the Coumell in revoking
Presbyterian control of Spencer, C. E, Helson, after whom the township
of Nelson was named, thought that Schermerhomn was the most abused man
in the Netion,®” John P, Turmbull, the Superintendent of Sehools, meine
tained that the reports against Schermerhorn were “without foundation and

25Acts of the Choctaw Nation, 9 Nov. 1885,
26p0ts of the Chostew Nation, 10 Nov. 1885,

275chermerhorn to B, McCurtaln, Nelsen, 28 Jan. 1886, Box 11, Vel,
4, Americen Indion Correspondence 155, Presiyterian Histordieal Socioty,
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29schernerhom to J, Lowrde, Nelson, 11 Peb. 1886, Bex 11, Vel.
L, imerican Indian Correspondence 1135, Prestyterian Historical Socisty,
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altogether false,"® By Mareh, 1886, Covernor Edwund MoGurtain regretted
the course he had set in motien., In a complate reversal, he asked
Sehermarhorn through Superintondent Tummbull to remain at the Academy for
the coming year and direct the sehool in the Natisn's behalf,)!

Schermerhorn was not cooperative, Ostensibly because of the
Superintendent's actiens, tho contraet with thoe Foreign Board was rewoked.
The Hation had gome too far to request the Beard to remain, tui repented
in seeldng Schermorhorn to reamain, The Superintendent, however, refused
the atanement offor, He claimed that he wms condemmed without epportunity
of dafense and & permansnt home was denied hia in the Matlion, Furthere
more, the cares and labors of Spencer were too greats To remaln at the
Acedesyy was to submit to complate Councll authority, and he commented,
"There 45 too wuch ehild's play about 4t with the majority, and too much
ehieanery with the ruling minority,"32

Chiaf MoCuriain had his way, however, A formal appolntaent,
"oontaining enough lagal terms to answer for the President of the U, S
in a document of appointment of a Minlster to ler Hajesty's Court,” was
issued to Schermerhorn, Sald the Chief: "I trust that you will accept
and conduct the school meccessfully as in the pest.," Schermerhorn was
foreed to reccaslder and eventually accepted the appointsent. He pre=
diecated his deelsion, howover, upen the Councll returming the Academy

2y, r.muumm.mﬂmﬂm Box 11,
¥ol, &, American Indian Correspondence #33, Presbyterian Historical Society,

MNrumball to Schermerborn, Goodland, 26 July 1386, Box 11, Vol,
b, ummmm.mmm

JZ5chermerhorn to J. Lowrie, Nelsen, 1 Aprdl 1886, Box 11, Vol.
4, Amorican Indian Corvespondence i33, mmm
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to the Bosrd of Foreign Missiong,>”

Schernerhorn eontinued to operate the Academy without a Mlsslon
Boerd comnectlon, He offered Biblical end religlous instruction in
addition to the vsurl scademlo subjects, MNaticmal administrationm,
howevar, openod the door for politieal influence, Students wore enrolled
for personzl grin of the Trustees, and Schermsrhorn deseribed them as
"gtupid, lazy amd incompeteat,"”” Choctaw pavents cherged that revoe
cation of Presbyterien sdministration was perpetrated by "lmworel® and
"ungodly men.">? In respomsa to the outery, the Chootaw Counell repesled
the iot of Novesber 10, 1885, and suthorized the Bosxd ef Trustees to
svek enothor contract with a Missien Poard, ®

In Jammsry, 1897, rumors eirculated that the Board of Trustees
would reconvey New Spencer to its earlier bemsfacter. Scharwmerhorm urged
that the Foreign Doard roestshlish the Chootaw Mission. "The werk has
its discouraging espects, but T feel that we gust hold this land for the
Lord and the Prestyterian Church,"” The Mssion Board heeded Schormere
horn's ploa nnd agreed to a one year contrect. Ihe Superintendent, in
behalf of the Board of Foreign Missions, acespted the administration of

Fschermerhorn to J. Lowrle, Nelson, 12 May 1886, Box 11, Vol. b,
mmmnmm.mnmm

M3 chermerhom to J, Lowrde, Helsen, 25 Jan. 1807, Amorican
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For the third #ime, Spenter Academy was in the able hands of the
Booard of Forclgn Misslons of the Frestyterlan Chinch, U. S, A, Rarvey
Gchermerhorn cenbinued ns Superintendent and Spencer was sgain eenducted
as & misslon school. The contrected peried, howaver, was not & happy
year, Most of January end Februsry were wesks of slelmess. An epldemie
infested the institution and oight youngsters dled. The sesslon wns
finally suspended im March, 1888, and the stwlonts were sent home,
Schermerhorn advised tho Boani that he would lssve the following susmer,
Without a Superintendent ond the Foreign Noard's sphere of operetion
chenging, the lew Tork agency sdvised the Chectew Council 4% would not
renew the contract,>?

Forsmnent withdrewal of the Board of Forelsm Maslons ended the
oversight of Syencer's wost steadfost benafictor. Of its thiriy-fiwe
years of active aperation, the Academy was administernd by the Board
twenty-tuo yoars, At the cost of thousands of dellars and many lives,
it sought to implement Walter Lowrie's droam of an institution comparable
to any in the Urited States. The Board was frustrated on many oceasions,
but 1t continmuad to assist its Ghootaw chargess The Misalon Board's siiie
draval from Spencer retarded the Chootaw drive towsrd civilization,

When Rarvey Seharmerhorn left Spemter, the Foreign Board finished
its work in Indian Terrltory. e had been an excellent adminmistrator and

Bschermerhorn to Jo Lowrie, Nelsen, b April 1837, American

Indian Gorrespondence M55, Iresuyterian Historical Society, Husber
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through care and eooncmy showed a finanelal surplus each year, He
gained the approbation of the population theugh confronted with the same
frustrations as his predecessors, lLike Alexander Redd, he wanted to
make the Hation his permanent home. Accordingly, after a temporary
pastorate in Santa Fe, Kansas, he returned to NMeAlester to live until
hio deaths

In June, 18838, a mew benefactor assumed the adwindstration of
Spencers The Board of Foredgn Missions was an agenoy of the Ceneral
Assembly of the Preshyterian Church, U, S. A« The Board of Home Missions
was another instrument of the Assembly, but was responsible for misaien
work in the Territories of the Unlted States. The Home and Foredgn
Misslon Boards in 1885 agreed that the former should assume activity in
the Indian Territory where the English language was employed, The
recommsndation was accepted by the General Assembly in 1886, Censequently,
mission work among the Choctaws was transferred to the Home Board in 1887,
When the contract of the Foreign Boamd for Spencer Academy expired one
year later, the Home Board moved to £111 the vacanoy,™!

Spencer's oversight did not pass as o matter of course to the
new ageney. Heverend R, W, HAll, Superintendent, Prestyterian Home /ds-
slons, Indlan Territory, made such an interpretation of the Assembly's
action, however. In August, 1837, he informed Superintendent Schermerhorn

SchoolseSpencer Academy File, Olclahoma

:ﬁmu:.m-. - Mgest 1835 (Fhilae
mgl Sherwan il ; '

%05, We Hill to Schermeshorn, Muskegee, 7 Augs 1888, Chootaw
3 mmﬁ. ’




73
that Spencer's administration had passed to the Home Board,'? Unfortun-
ately, the simple trensfer did not take place, but instead a contract was
negotiated with the Nation in the Sumer, 1888, Under the terms of the
new agreement, the Choctaws prowised to aporopriate amnually $10,000
and to provide any necessary new bulldings. The Board, on the other hand,
agreed to supply o staff, mnecessary funds above the allotted amount, and
a firet olass school for one hundred seholars,™?

Re We 1111 acoepted temporery oversight of Spancer in behalf of
the lloms Mission Board in Sumer, 1888, A permanent Superintendent did
not arrive until Kovember when Alfred Docking relieved Hill whe retumed
to his headquarters in Muskogee.'' A professional edecator, Professor
Docking and eight assistants conducted Spencer during the first year of
Home Board control. Unfortunately, it was a time of extended sickness
among the students,’

Docicing's report to the Choctaw Council on the Home Boamd's
first year at Spencer received severe criticism. A special committes was
appointed to investigate his financial recards.’® e committee found =
diserepancy of §327 and Lmmediately requested that the Home Boamd either

e

“m—mn;.m Nelson, 30 Aug. 1887, American
Indian Correspondence HSS, Pnﬂrhﬁ.u fiistorical Seclety, Humber 101,
Rell 15, University of Tulsa Library.

¥3a1fred Dosking to Twmbull, Helson, 13 Oct, 1890, Choetaw
Sehools-Spemcer Acadesy Fils, Gklahoms Historical Soclety,

“m:mntwm. lovember, 1888, Chootaw
Schools-spencer Acadeny File, Oklahoma Alstoriocsl Sociery.

B600ts of the Chootaw Hation, 15 Hov. 1889,
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have Docking report accurately or secure another Superintendent.’? In
response to the Council charges, Re W, Hill maintained that the disparity
was only a paper error. The variance ocourred when the account was transe
ferred to Docking, Hill objected to the adverse notoriety and urged
publication of a retrmction. Subsequently, at the next session of the
Council, Docking was proclaimed innocent and notice taken that Hill was
Superintendent st the time of the error,’

Terms of the 1830 contrmct specified that the Hation would proe
vide any new necessary bulldings or facilities, Doecking, therefore,
requested funds for erection of a new dormitory and installation of a
steam heating wnit,"? Though sympathetic, the Couneil did not provide
an additional appropriation, but instead took a second look at the exist-
ing contrect, The Nation pald the first ten thousand dollars and the
Home Board the additional amount required for operating expenses. Under
this arrangement the Council defrayed a portion of the staff salaries
for the first time in the Academy's existence., Under the old contrects,
especially when Schermerhorn was Superintendent, the Mission Board had
supported its employees and returned money to the Natiomal Treasury.
The Council, yearning for the old arrangement, cancelled existing con=
tracts and sought a mew agreement where the Home Board would pay all
staff expenses,”’

%4ots of the Choctaw Mation, 31 Oct. 1890,

%8, 0ts of the Chootaw Nation, 14 Nove 1890; 1% Kove 1890 (dife
ferent Acts of the same day).

“Ipocking to Turnbull, Nelson, nd., File musber 19951, Chootaw
Sehools-Spencer Academy File, Uklahome Historical Society.

Hpets of the Choctaw Nation, 31 Oct. 1850,
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In further review, the National Council reaffirmed the provision
for ons hundred students at Spenter. The term of enrcllment, however, was
changed to five years, and selection of students was transferred to
County Judges, instead of the Board of Trustees, To further improve the
educational system, the Superintendent was to provide a five thousand
anhnﬂuhmﬂMﬂﬁi

Alfred Dogking left Spencer at the conclusion of the third year.
PFersonal reasons prompted his resignation and not the pressure of the
Gouncil, After the first year, the Matiomal body accepted his reports
with thanks,’2 He probably wished for tangible results of his adminise
tration, but enduring three years at Spencer was success in itself.
Selected by the Home Board, Doaking'e successor arrived at Spencer in
September, 1891,53

The new Superintendent, W, A, Caldwell, was also & professional
educator and admimistrator., He immediately recognized the meed for
additional facilities, The antlquated schoolroom needsd replacement,
though the old building would still serve as s drill room in wet weather,
Also, Spencer required new bathing faeilities., Regardless of condition,
he recommended that all of the bulldings be covered by insurance,” The
Hation later had cause to regret that it did not accept his propeosal,

Caldwell placed importance upon the Spancer farm and shop. From

Npcts of the Chootaw Hation, 31 Octe 1890,

52,0ts of the Choctaw Nation, 31 Oct. 1890; 15 Oot. 1891,

53y, A. Caldwell to Honorabls Board of Edwsation of the Chostaw
Bation, Nelsom, 1 Oot. 1832, Choetaw Schools-Spencer Academy Fils,
Oklahoms Historical Soclety.

i Caldwell to Board of Education, Helsen, n.d., Fils
number 1 » Chootaw SchoolseSpencer Academy, Oklahoma MHistorical Socioty.
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the abundant gamden, he supplemented the heavy fatty dist with vegee'
tables, The food change resulted in lese sicimess and no deaths,
Students were given industrial treining in the shop and minor vepairs
were made to the Academy., Through constant sconsuy and jJudiclous use

of the farm, the Superintendent operated within a budget of just over
ten thousand dollars. Furthermore, he was able to provide for the require
ed one hundred students, At one time, 103 boys were enrolled,?”

In eontrast to former years, lttls record of religlows instruce
tion was kept at Bew Spemocer, As a wission point, however, spiritual
matters were cortainly emphasized, Caldwell nurtured the religious
inclination of his charges into a revival in 1891, Meny of the students
were subsogquently converted,’® As conversion necessitsted a religlous
orgardzation, & Spencer Church must have been orgenized sometime ofter
1884, 57

On July 1, 1294, the Doard of Heme Missions metumed Spencer
Asademy to the Choctaw Nation™ The Chootaw Gounodl had determined in
its Fall Session, 1893, to take over the administration of the Academy,
The Home Board waz not reluctant to retwm the institution to the Nationm,
Such action relleved the Board's treasury and marked the progress of the
ﬂ}nltmulpnph:ﬂ

e Ay Caldwell, therefore, was the last Superintendent of Spencer

5%:414uell to Board of Education, Maskogee, & Oct. 1894, Ghootaw
Schools-Spencer Academy File, Oklahome Historical Society,
5%unnual Revort of the Board of Home Missions, 189k, 39.
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commlssloned by a mission board., He left Spencer to become Fresident of |
Henry Kendell College in Muskogee, Indian Territony.’" His resignation
ended an era of Preshyterian managenment that dated from 1842, If the
misslonaries had acted as foster parents of the institution, by 1894 the
true parents were sufficlently mature to manage their own Academy.

The Chostaw Board of Education, made up of the Principsl Ghief,
Superintendent of Schools and three district Trustees, assumed direct
administration of Spencer Academy and selected J. Bs Jeter as Superinten-
dent, A Chootaw citiszen, Jeter had served as district trustee and
Superintendent of Public Schools, before his appeintment.®’

Jeter's first two years as Superintendent were uneventful, At
dpencer he continued the morel and religious treining of the missionaries,
The reutine of the boys was changed only slightly if at all, Jeter's
financial sdmimistration, with its voluminous records, received the
approbation of the Council, In the second term several boys died from
tyrhold and pneunonda, but the health of the students generally was good
during the peried of Hational centrol,5?

Local direction of Spencer Academy, however, presentad unexpected
difficulties, The annual cost of the Academy inereased twe thousand
dollars over the Home Board's sdministration,®’ The sum, of course,

62;ster to Board of Bducation, Nelson, 31 Auge 1895; Tushiahona,
Eistorical

13 Oot. 1896, Choctaw SchoolseSpencer Academy File, Ollahoma

Sociely
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Natlonal Couneil, Furthermore, the absence of missionaries did not
decrease the frustration of non<inglish speaking students. CSeventy per-
cent of those enrolled comprehended only Choctaw,5* Finally, home rule
was no insurance agalnst disaster., Jeter's third term was but thirty
days old when several bulldings were destroyed by fire.

Cn October 3, 1896, Spencer's main building end the storeroom
wore reduced to ashes. The eveming before the fire Jeter had disclplined
three stulents who were £t the Academy sgainst thelr wishes. After the
teachers and students had retired, the three saturated the front and back
stairs of the main tuilding with coal oil. Onee ignited the weoden builde
ings burned rapldly, The Superintendent heard the flames and sounded
the alarm, The boys on the upper floor, but not all, juped to safety
in a pAle of mattresses. Four students died that might and & fifth some
days later. Seven were seidously burned. In sddition to human 1ife,
buildings and supplies valued at $22,000 wore lost, >

Spencer Acadesy was mot insuwed for sush misfortunes. In 1830,
Allen Wright had urged a fireproof bullding and We As Caldwell later
recomsended {ire insurence. The wisdom of those men was now mardfest.
After the disastsr Jeter could cnly diswiss the school, end wait wpon
Council action, Tn the meantime, the Board of Bducation rented the

6%eter to Board of Education, Nelson, 31 Aug. 1895, Chootaw
Schools-Spancer Asademy File, Cklahoma Historleal Soclety,

Haumuhudm.m.ﬂMl!m Jater
to Deneral Council, Tushikahoma, 13 Oot. 1896, Chootaw OghoolseSpencer
Acadegy File, Gklahoma Historical Soclelyi

8 Cot. 1096; Mrs. Rosa Oakes Huff Interview, re,

Vol. V, Foreman Collsotion, Oklahoma Historical Seclety; lrs., Howard Morris,
Seper, Oklahoms, personal interview with the author at Soper, 17 April 1965.
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Spenaer farm valued at $12,630 on the halves,%6

At the Council session in 1897, Jeter urged the repressntatives
to rebulld the Aeademy, "If the property was to be seld, 1t would be a
waste of money and a orime ngainst the people,” he maimtained, He esti-
mated the cost of a new dorm at $6,000 and eottage at $500, With an
immediate appropriation of $2,000, however, he could reopen the institue
tion with eixty boys on Jammary 1, 1898.%7 The Council accepted Jeter's
report and in November appropristed $7,000 to rebulld Spemcer to
accomodste the regular class of one hundred boys.S®

The Council acted to restore the Academy upon its burnt foune
dations, Before the decision was made, however, some urged still a third
site for Spenser, John M. Hodges again boosted Atoka, who elaimed that
evarything necessary for en efficlent institution was at hand, Further-
more, Hodges promised to donate the land and contribute £5,000 to the
constructions®? The Counoil, however, was not induced to mark off their
original investment and New Spencer remained morth of Soper,

Funds to rebuild Spencer were not available until Hovember, 1897,
Joter's hope to commence = new teram the first of Jamuary was, therefore,
thwarted. T7The dcademy probably cpenmed around Septembar 1, 1898 in the
rebullt institution,’’ Fightyefour boys enrolled, but the average dedly

e e e B e e e e, e M AL L e i e e

66)eter to Board of Bducation, Tushkahema, 30 Sept. 1897, Choctaw
Sehools-Spencer Academy Flle, Oklahosa iMstorical Soblety,
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6340t of the Ghootaw Hatlon, 29 Oct. i897; i1 Nove 1897.

6930hn ¥, Hodges to Commttee on Sohools, Ateka, mede, File nusber
19994, Choetaw Schools-Spencer Academy File, Oklahowa Historieal Soclety.

7%%ots of the Chootaw Nation, 22 Oct. 1858;
] States Indian Insmector for Indian Terrlitor
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attendanee was only seventy. Desides Jeter, the Academy employed eleven
assistants, and the armual cost of the school was §15,000, Either because
of inefficlenoy or inereassed prices, the cost of local sdmimistration
continusd to rise,’!

The first term in the recenstructed Academy was the Hatdon's lasi.
The Chootaws signed the Atoka Agreement in 1897 and matified 1t in 1836,
It provided for the ddvision of tribal lands and the dissolution of tribal
government, The Chootaws incidentally also lost oontrol of thelr scheol
system, and particularly Spencer. By compast provision, revenue from
coal and asphalt leases was sarmariked for education, The Secretary of
Interior ruled that the schools were thereby placed wnder his comtrol,
Agcordingly, in 1899 he appointed John D, Benedict of Illinois as Super-
intendent of Schools for Indian Territory, E. T. MeArthur of Mimmesota
was made supervisor of the Chootaw schosls,”?

During the summer, 1897, the Chogtaws murendered thelr sshools,
Aneluding Spencer, to the United States Gowernment. The Choctaws released
control of Spencer to Benediot, bmt the Council omdered the Choctaw Board
of Education to reopen the schools in the Hation under tribal adminise
tretion despite the Searetary of Interic's clsim thet they were cemtrol-
led by the government.'- In Novesbewr, 1899, the Choctaws approsrinted
$12,000 from the coal and asphalt revenuss held in the United States

Ve
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S e ola: oma, X (Septs 1932), 386
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Treasury to implement the earlier Act,” Both were futile gestures,
however, as tribal authority was passing, and no Council effort could
keep the schools and Spencer from the hands of the United States,

The Federal Supervisor of Choctaw Schools appointed wWallace B,
Buts as the new Superintsndent of Spencer Academy, Buts enrolled 105
boys for the term 1899-1900., He was an efficlent admimistrator and by
eareful management, the average cost per student was reduced mearly fifty
dollars from the term last controlled by the Chootaws, The Superine
tendent planned a second session, but the first ysar was his and the
United States government's last.”d

On June 23, 1900, the main bullding at Spencer burned., Sparks
from a fire used to operute the steam water pump blew through an open
window in the main building's second story, igmited bedding, and the
flames spread rapidly through the unplastered, frame structure, No one
was harmed but the bullding was a total loss, Fending a decision by
the United States, Buts stayed at the Academy as custodlan of the remaine
ing property.”S

Ho real effort was made to restore Spencer. John Benmediot
thought the bullding could be replaced for $5,000,7' The Ghoctaw Hation
would have rebullt the Academy had it retained the school system. One

750ts of the Chootaw Natlon, 1 Nov. 1899,

4 Thomas Ryan to United States Indian Inspector, Washinge
ton, Enu. 1900, Vol, 19, Foreman Tremscripts, mmmtmm
Soclety.
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last effort was made to wrest the institution from the United States.’®
That attempt failing the Council, out of spite, authorised the sale of
the Spencer facilities and grounds,’’

The property was advertised for sale on Decesber 10, 1500, Buta,
however, refused possession of the property to the Sheriff of Kiamichi
Gounty,?® Furthermore, the President of the United States disapproved
the act which autherized the sale,®! The land, therefors, remsined in
possession of the Federal Government wntil it was allotted at the end
of the tribal peried,

The Dawes Comulssion allotted the site of Spencer to Mrs, Howard
Horris of Soper., From the lumber of the remaining budldings, Mrs. lorris
and her husband built a home on part of the foundations,®® Sixty-five
years later all that remained of the once thriving Academy were scattered
stones and water cisterns. A plowed field covered the cemetery and the
dead slept in unmarked graves, No monument or sign marked the location
of the institution and few area residents knew of its existence.
Accessible only on foot, the ashes of the Ghoctaw's ehief Academy
provided sustenance for dense greenery. Peace reigned; a sharp cone
trast to its stormy final elghteen years,

In 1881, Spencer Academy was moved to new facilities north of

7Byets of the Choctaw Nation, 31 Oct, 1900,
7%4ets of the Chostaw Natlon, 31 Osts 1900 (a separate Act),

80y, 5, Sanguin to Honorable Ge W, Dukes, Goodland, 18 Nov. 1500,
@ilbert Duikes Fapers M55, Oklshoma Historical Soclety.

H4cts of the Choctaw Nation, 31 Oet, 1900,
%2ups, Moss Oukes Huff Interview, Indian-Picneer Papers, Vol. V,

Foreman Collsotion, Cklahoma Historieal Soclety; iirs, Howard Morris, Soper,
Oklahoma, personal interview with the author at Seper, 17 April 1965,
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present Soper, Uklahoma, The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbye
terian Church, U, 5. A, 8 pre<Civil War benefactor, acoepted oversight
at the new location, Under the care and direction of 0, P, Stark and
Harvey Schermerhorn, New Spenter justly deserved the pralse of its
patronss In 1888, the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions began an
admimdstration of six years, at the conclusion of which Spencer reverted
to the direct control of the Chootaws, Two disastrous fires and the
dondlse of tribal government permanently ended Spencer Academy, Thus,
after fifty-eight years the proud Choctaw Harvard survived only in the
lives of its countlass students,



SFENCER DAY BY DAY

Some of theam manifest a great desire to leam.
Edmund HeKinney

Spencer Academy was established to promote Choctaw eivilization,
It sought to mold its students into useful citisens by instilling intel-
lectual and spiritual values, Education at Spencer, however, was a day
to day affalr, with an established routine which provided moral and
academic instruction, Spencer was & homo for the students and required
vast supplies of food and clothing. Some boys rebelled against the dis-
cipline, but others worked with such vigor that they were recognised by
thelr peers. The significance of Spencer was the daily ascomplishment
of its students.

in different cccasions, Spencer enrclled botween thirty and one
hundred forty students., A commumity of that many youngsters regquired a
permanent routine to prevent chaes, Edmund MeKinney, Spencer's first
Superintendent, established a dally schedule in 1844 that served as a
pattern for suceeding sessions, Seldom were his charges without supere
vision or with idle hours. He occupied their time with academic aotivi-
ties and mermal labor aware that "to do mothing is the way to be nothing."”

a5
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In 1844, Spencer students rose at daybreak. They dressed and
prepared for the required momming prayer, Immediately following, the
work hour commenced and continued until breakfast at seven, After break-
fast, the grounds were policed, rooms cleaned, and beds made, Classes
began at nine and lasted until noon, by which time lunch was prepared,
hoademie instruetion continued wntll half past four when the boye turnmed
to manual labor. The final meal was served at sundown, preyers were
offered, and all retired to their rooms, At nine o'clock the students

illl!.nhi.‘
Mefinney's schedule remained unchanged until Alsxander Redd
made minor adjustments in 1851. At nine in the morming the bell reng

for classes,. There were two sessions of instruoction, one from nine teo
twelve and another from ome to four. Dimner was served only during the
noon hour, After bathing in the ereek, they ate again at a quarter past
six and then retired to their sitting room until bed time at eight.
Reid's changes tightened the schedule, but his charges had more sleep.?
After ten years' experience, the Sage of Spencer established an
altogether different routine, The teachers got up at five, the boys at
six, and then breakfast wos served at half past six. School began at
seven forty-five, and after a fifteen minute recess at nine forty=five
classes continued until eleven thirty. Lunch was at noon, and classes
resumed at a quarter past one and ran to mearly three. The students
received industrial treining until preparations were made for a six

uekinney to W, Lowrle, Spencer, 20 June 1844, Box 9, Vol, 2,
American Indian Correspondence M55, Presbyterian Historleal Society.

Zredd to W. Lowrle, Spemcer, 11 April 1851, Box 12, Vol. 1,
American Indian Correspondsnce M55, Presbyterian Historical Society.
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o'elock supper, All were in bed at eight, By shortening the length of
the class period, Reid retained the attention of his charges and devoted
mu-nm-umuumﬂmmf*

The daily schedule did not apply to Saturday afterncons, Sundays,
or Lolidayss Sundays, of course, were devoted to church and religiocus
instruction. On Saturday afternoons and single holidays, Spencer students
did as they pleased, Oame was plentiful in the forests and fish abundant
in the streams, and many hunted and fished while others hiked through the
virgin tisber., All returned in the evening to prepare for the Sabbath,
At New Spencer, Harvey Schermerhorn occasionally permitted twenty boys at
a time to visit Nelson's store one mile away, The privilege was fore
feited, however, if & student broke a dish,”

Without religious instruetion, education was incomplete to the
Choctaws, Spencer was established in part to provide instrustion in
spiritual values for its students, The Oeneral Council stipulated that
only & minister of the Preshyterian Church could superintend the Academy.’
Setting aslide time for religlous education was therefore expected.

Its religlous benefactors considered Spencer as a mission point.
The Superintendents, however, were charged by the Mission Hoard with
spreading the Christian Jospel, and all administrators placed emphasis
upon spiritual instruction, Edmmd MeKinney established the pattern in

FMrs, 5. Ou Lee to Mrs, Woodruff, Spencer, 12 Oct. 1859, Box
C=34, Colomial Dames Collection MSS, University of Oklshoma Library,

|ha.m1mm- Ilﬂ.u-ﬂ.n-urhnﬂ Vole
71, Foreman Oklahoma Mistorical Soelety

hhmuw.m City, B Sept. 1843,
Box 9, Vols 2, Ameriecan Indian Correspondence hﬂﬁm
Historieal Soclsty,
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the first temn, In addition to morming and evening prayers, he required
all students to attend & Sabbath afternoon BEible class. The boys were
divided, and then HoKinney and his assistant teachers expounded the
word of God,®

MeFinmay's pattern did not vary during the existence of the
Academy, Alexander Reld, however, established additional periods of
prayer. The serious-minded student amxious over his soul met with Reid
at half past four each morming. Thirty boays were gensrelly present at
those meetings. There were also Wednesday might discussions that fole-
lowed the usual evening prayers. FReid's devotien to extra-curricular
services lntensified the religious atmosphere at Spencer, Consequently,
his suecessors continued the meetings, but some preferred evening
devotionals,’

In addition to prayer services, Hlble instruction was also
intensive. The Sabbath was set aside for worship and "morel reecreation,”
nruﬂﬂ.ﬂm'ﬂnﬂ.ﬂ Feld met the bays daily in chapel at eleven
and a new chapter of the Bible was taught through & famillar explanation,’
The students were required daily to commit Eible verses to memory and to
answer questions in the shortsr Fresbyterlian catechism, At religious
sessions, the questions and verses were recited, One scholar committed

SMeKinney to W, Lowrde, Spencer, 20 June 1844, Bex 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence 453, Fresbyterian Historiscal Soclety.

"hedd to W, Lowrle, Spencer, 15 March 1851; 2 May 1855, Box 12,
Vol 1, American Indian Correspondence M3S, Freshyterian Historieal Society.

80eorge Atnslie to W. Lowrle, Spencer, 15 Nov. 1854, Box 12, Vol.
1, American Indian Correspondence 1S3, Presbyterian Historical Seciety.

“Reid to J. L. Wilsen, 2% May 1855, Spencer, Box 12, Vols 1,
Amerlean Indian Correspondence M5S, Fresbyterian Historical Society.
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Spencer students received religious instruetion through song as
well, The students enjoyed singing and formed an excellent chorus, Each
week they memorized a mew hymn ineluding the spirituals of Uncls Wallace
and Aunt Minerva and the ancient and new world Christian anthems, The
songs were sung eagerly at exhortations and daily prayer services, These
religious lessons in song were as effective tools of spiritu=l instruotion
as any practiced st Spencer,!!

The goal of religious education was a student instilled with
Christian attributes. Some Superintendents were more successful than
others in this regard, The students formed Temperence Soeleties during
James Ramsey's administration, but few professed Christianity. "We have
not enjoyed thoss visible evidences of God,” he lamented in April, 1848,'%
For all of Ramsey's efforts and prayers, only fourtesn students were admite
ted to the Ghureh, two of whom intended, howover, to enter the ministry,'-

During Alsmnder Reid's supsrintendency, religlous manifestations
were more apparent, Iract and Bible Socleties were forwed im the Fall,
16849, and Reid served respectively as manager and exscutive commlttee

m:-.“ His early morning study classes and evening prayer services

105, 0. Lee to Mre. Woodruff, Spencer, 5 Feb. 1861, Box Ce34,
Colonial Dames Collsction MSS, Umiversity of Oklahoms ILibrery; Ihg
Kisslonary, May, 1877, 110; June, 1878, b1,

" June, 1878, 141; Reid to Wilson, Speaver, 24
May 1855, Bex 1, American Indiesn Correspondence M3S, Presbyterian
Historical Seelety; Mrs. Lee to Mrs, Woodruff, Spencer, 12 Oct. 1859,

Box C=34, Colonial Dames Collsotion M55, University of Gklahoma Library.

125.ms0y to W, Lowrle, Spencer, 16 April 1848, Bex 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M53, Presbyterian Historical Soclety.

pamsay to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 23 June 1848, Box 9, Vol. 2,
Americzan Indian Correspondence !53, Presbyterian Historical Soclety.

Wcpootan Jelogragh, 9 Aug. 1849; & Got. 184,
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were well attended. In the mid«fifties, spiritual interest zt the Acodemy
and surrounding comsunity initisted e revival, Studonts were among the
hundreds who were received into the Chureh,'? By April, 1858, however,
he reported there was little "special religlous interest among cur boys
and among our people in the vieinity.'® e following year enly four
so-called plous boys entered the Academy amd by 1861 the state of religion
caused Mr, Lee to exelaim: "Oh hew much we need an cutpouring of that
spirit,"1? Thirty years later many students were converted st New Spencer
and religlous instruction contimued during loeal administration, On the
whole, however, the vzlue of religlous education was in its moral instruce
tion and not in conversien,

Intellsctual pursults wore the most sigmficant at Spencer. The
goal and design of the Academy was "a good English oducation," where the
students would learn to speak, read, and understand the language.'® Such
2 philosophy was not easlly implemsnted., "To teach Indlan beoys thoroughly
is lsbor indeed," reported Reld.'? An effective educational system for
non=-English speaikding students, therefere, invelved enormous planning,
petience, and dedication by teachers, Consequently, the success of

155e1d to W, Lowrle , Spencer, 7 kug. 105b; 2 May 1353, Box 12, Vol
1.mmcm s Presbyterian Historical Soclety.

165014 to Wilson, Spencer, 7 April 1858, Bex 10, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M55, Fresbyterian Historieal Soclety.

'?Jmmlhm 21 Jan, '-IHF. Box 10, Vol. 2,
American Indian C MSS, Histerieal Soclety;
Mrs Lee to Mrs. Woodruff, M,:ihhiﬂdh Box Ge3l, Golonlal Dames
Colleotion MSS, H“ﬁﬂmnhnm

18 wrio to Reid, Pittsburg, 11 May 1849; Reld to W. Lowrie,
Spenger, 7 Aug. 1849, Box 9, Vol. 2, American Indian Correspondence KSs,
Presbyterian Historical Soclety.

"netd to We lowrie, Spemcer, 11 April 1851, Box 9, Vol 2,
American Indian Correspondence M35, Presbyterian Historical Society.
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Spencer dependsd upon its instruotional program.

Spencer students were classified generally according to thelir
ages and academic level, Edmund MeKinney divided his charges into three
departments: primary, intermediate, and advanced, He paid little atten-
tion to age and based his classification upon English comprehension.
During one period, in the advanced department, thirty-three boys under-
stood Fnglish, but not 21l spoke it. Those lass proficient in the lane
guage and the more czpable Choetaweapsaking students were assigned to the
intermediate group. Those totally unfamiliar with the Supsrintendent's
language, he placed in the primary class, Academic lewel, therefore,
was equated with abllity to spesk and understand English,2?

James B, Ramsay retained the three departaents, but shanged the
basis of elassifisations To prevent duplication of teaching, all non-
Inglish speaking students were in the same olass, e divided the two
other departments, however, acconding to subject.2! That student ages
in the classes might range froam six to twenty-four was of no concern to
ll-llll'-ﬂ By 1248, he changed bis mind, however, and recommended & sepi=
rate depertment for the smaller bays. Accordingly, he selseted thirty
boys for the primary and appeinted Miss Susen Duteher as instruotor,2)
“hen Ramsey lafi Spencer one year later, the primary departsent stood as
his prineiple eontribution,

“anmusl Sevort of the Comvissloner of Indian Affairs, 18k, 387.

2 namsey to We Lowrie, Spmmcer, 10 June 1846, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M35, Presbyterian Historical Seoiety.

22Charles Fishback %o W Lowrle, Spemcer, 5 June 1849, Box 9, Vele
2, American Indlan Correspondence MSS, mwﬂlmu.
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Alexander Reid continusd the three departments during the first
yoar at Spencer., Experience convinoed him, however, that an additionmal
class was needed,?® 1le made new divisions according to the student's
age and the years spent in scheol, His elassifications for the 185253
tern follow:
SPENCER CLASSES, 1852 « 53%

Second 12 to 16 2 toh
Third 10 to 13 1 to3
Fourth 7 to 12 1% 2

Redd's departure from elassifing aceording to English comprehension
established a pattern for susceeding Superintendents. [iis innovation
of four classes was not permanent, however. For when the nusber of
students stablized at ons hundred, he returned to three divisions.

An insufficient staff in 1855 caused the Sage of Spencer to make
a radical adjustment in the tuo upper divisionse Tho advanced students
met together for one hour and fifteen minutes. Ona half of the class
then slternated ot one and three-quarter hour intervals with the other
half in sdditional class instruction and o work period,?® s arrenge-
mont foreshadowed the "high school" of Superintendent Gaylord More in
1857, Yore sat with the upper division boys during study hours, and
ezch thirty minutes sent students to recite to the assistant teachers.
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fedd and the Superintendents after the Civil War, however, returned to
mhmrﬂmﬂ

The subjects offered at Spencer varied frem term to term and
Superintendent to Superintendent., The baslc courses, however, through-
out the Academy's sxistence were reading, writing, spelling and arithe
metic. The prevailing philosophy of education in the United States
placed emphasls upen olassical studies, Spencer teachers, therefore,
had difficulty in abendoning classics in the Choctaw Natlen. Edmund
Molinney and James Ramsey both instructed and examined students in Latin
during their administrations,>° The library from the first contained
Greek and Latin lsxicons, (reek grammars, and lLatin texts of Horaoce,
Caesar, Virgil, and Cloero,®’? Alexander Reid, howsver, deleted classical
instruction from the curriculum, To him, latin recitation was folly
when few understood English.’’ Others made no such departure as Mere
returned to latin grammar durlng his year at Spencer, and after the Civil
War, J. Jo Read and Alfred Docking diu the same,”!
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In addition to basic courses amnd the flirtation with classical

subjects, Spencer boys received instruction in other diseiplines.
Geography, natural philesophy, United States history, algsbra, and
Bible history were offered at one time or another. Reid even set up a
course on astromomy. Speclal attention was alse paid to vocal musie.
At old Spencer, the department instructors trained the students, but at
New Spencer a special teacher was employed.->

A vital part of Spencer's program was vocational instruction.
The Batlon expeoted the misslomaries to perfect the industrial habits of
their charges and the work hours, already deseribed, were accordingly
arranged,”3 All students, therefore, chopped and hauled wood, assisted
in bullding and repair sctivities, and labored in the garden and on the
I‘Irl.a# It was more mamual labor than vocationzl edusation, but only
once did the Choctaws protest. Im 1880, the NHational Counecil assartsd
that students were at Spencer to go to school, and "net to work.,"”’ At
New Spencer, the Home Board refined its industrial guidance and established
a shop for trade instruction and J. B. Jeter kept the boys busy in the
National period with drill -exsreises,’®
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To commnilcate effectively with the students, Spencer employed
an interpeter. Jonathan Dwight, and later his brother Edward, both native
Choctaws, served in this capacity at the old Spencer facilities.
Jenathan attended Yals Collage in 1836 and while there secured the conideie
dation of Professors Amos Smith and Benjamin 5i1liman, the famous matural
philosophers 7 iho filled this capacity after the Oivil War was not
recorded, but the non-English speaking students certainly required an
interpreter.

Spencer Academy operated upon the basis of a "tern® of instruce
tion. When the term commenced and ended was largely in the hands of the
Board of Trustees, It uwsually was & nine-month perlod which might begin
in November and continue wntil July,”® Ultimately, the term stabilized
to include the interval between September and June.’” Bach date provided
a festive occasion for adult Choctaws who descended upon the Acadamy
expecting acknowledgement of their presence and importance.

The school term ended with an "examination® by the Trustees.
Parents and lsading men arrived the evening before bringing extra horses
for the students' return home. As many as one hundred fifty guests were
usually entertained at meals, In 1846, "a beef, three hogs, and two
sheep togethar with a moderate quantity of bacon® were served in the
Spencer diming hall in ome day. On examination day, exercises generally
commenced about half past seven in the morning and continued until three
that afternoon. One major exception was in 1952 when it lasted twenty

370rent Foreman, Thg Five Civilized Tribes (Nerman, 1934), 66,
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hours, The school's Trustees questionad the students over subject matter
and English comprehension. In specialized courses like astronomy and
Latin, the teachers conducted the examination, To add to the interest,
somo students presented oretions and on at least ona oeccasion Mr, R. Je
Burtt lectured by means of a "magle lantern to the great wonderment of
the veople present.” Fimally, the students were presented gifts so they
would "go home in & good husor,"®

Bafore the day ended, speeches were made by the Superintendent
and leading men, The Superintendent reported on the future plans of the
Academy and the princimil men extolled the virtues of education and the
progresa of the scholars, After 2 religious service, the audience and
students scattered, "iAnd such a scattering," wrote James Ramsey, "=
the saddling of horses, and runming hither and thither, and shaldng of
hands and pacidng of saddls<bags I never saw, In less than two hours
there were scarcely twenty students ond strangers together. They seemed
nearly all determined to start off, if Lhey could only go five or six
nhl.lﬂﬂwﬂh'“

As & boarding institution, Spencer was home and the missionaries
parents for the students. Children entering the Academy were supplied
shelter, clothes and food for the term, Froviding the essentials of life
for one hundred students was no easy task; fumnishing extra comforts
required herculsan effort. Thus, most of the mission's emergles, physical
and mental, were used in supplying the material neceosities for a family
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of ene hundred boys.

The students were assigned rooms in ene of the four dormitories.
Seldon were thers less than five to a room and frequently os many as
seven, During Jomes Ramsey's administration, with only three halls, six
mmMmuﬁmmuﬁh&“hMﬂ
the fourth dorwdtory, Wilson Hall, did not alleviate the problem immedie
ately., Alexander Redd enrclled more students at first but later limited
enrollment to ane hundred to reduce overerouding. it New Spencer, younger
boys were essigned rooms in the main building, while the clder students
bunked in the adjacent dorm,

To provide 2ll the clothes neceasary for two sessons was another
diffienlty at Spencer, [Furthermore, the Suparintendents did not lmow who
would enroll and could not esloulate the size required. At first, clothes
were provided by the Hissien Beard in New York:s The Superintendent
clasoified the beys by rhysical size and supplied the measurements,
Either resdy-msde srticles or materisls were then purchased, In the late
ter event, sastem Ladies Ald Socleties sewed the garwents from the
patterns furnisheds Once ot Spencer, missionary wives madntained and
repaired the clothes,™

Hany imperfecticns arose in the system, however. Too fregquently
the clothes, packed in barrels, did not arrive when needed and when
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available were of improper sise, Furthermore, the homemade articles were
poorly constructed, The sloppy sewing elicited a caustic comment from
Heids "If the persens who made the pants sent last year are members of
the church they cught to be diselplined for their work,” he said. 5 4
tailor by trade, the Sags of Spencer revamped the olothing department.

He ondered the eloth from New York and hod the Choctaws meke the garments,’
The Mission Board, however, continued to send the hats and shoss.*? Altoe
gether boys at old Spencer wers comfortably, though not smartly, dressed.

New Spencer, on the contrery, emphasised wiforsity of elothes,
The students dressed in blue undforms of trousers, ooat, hat and tle,*d
Une greduate, however, recalled thet the clothes were sidmpy, Besldes
udforms, the boys were lscued hickory shirts, bLrogan shoes, and cloth
nats,*? On the basis of ploturcs student attire seems to have been
wniforn in appearance and sufficient in quanity.

In addition to shelter and elothing, the thimd major task of the
boarding school was providing food. The originsl design of Spencer ealled
for a farn to produce 2 major portion of the dlot, The sall poverty was
not considered, however, when the Academy site was selected, Consequently,
only through intense husbendry could the farm produce erops, lcKimney
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cultivated one hundred acres and planted corn, sweet potatoes, pumpidins
and turnips,”° The harvest was meager, however, and by 1849 the famm
yielded nothing.”! HReid got as many as four hundred bushels of corn and
some fine sweet potatoes in 1851, but the production was never equaled
againe® By 1856, very little farming was dene at Old Spencer,””

By contrast the New Spencer famm was highly productive. The
fertility of the soil was instrumental in the site's selsction. Vith
one hundred forty acres in cultivation, the harvest ylelded 2,000 bushels
of corn, 500 bushels of potatoes, and quantities of serghum, oats, and
#1156, 5 4t one time, the pasture supported seventy head of cattle,
one hundred fifty hogs and fifty=four sheep, as compared to a herd of
one hundred fourteen eattle at 0ld Spencer,”> The abundsnce of the lew
Spencer farm, therefore, made an important contribution to the food supply.

With an unproductive farm at 0ld Spencer, food was necessarily
purchased to sustain the boarders, FPork was secured from as far away as
Fort Smith, or comn one hundred milss south into Texas, Occasionally,
grein and meat were cbtained in small qumtities from meighboring Indian
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farmers. The Superintendents paid on the hoof per one hundred pounds
$5.00 for pork and §$3,00 for beef, Com sold for fifty cents per bushel
and flour 34,00 per hundred pounds. At Hew Spencer, every Monday a
wagon went to Paris, Texas for supplies,’®

Beef was killed twloe weekly during Alexander Reld's adwinise
tration, and pork semi-annually. The Academy required 25,000 pounds of
pork ysarly, or about two hundred hogs. BEach ssason nearly one hundred
head were slaughtered, sausage prepared, the rest smoked and hung in
the meat house, Beef was butchered bi.weskly and greins were milled and
stored,

Individual meals were prepared and served in the kitchen and
dining room attached to the rear of the Superintendent's house. The
students and teachers ate the same food, A basic meal consisted of &
moat, sweet potatoes, molasses and "Tem Fuller,” & corn mixture., In
season the garden provided a variety of vegetablss, particularly at
liew Spencer. Strawberries and blackberries were abundant in the spring,
and wild honey available year arcund. Fish, squirrel, and other game
were served when caught by the boys, and on special ococasions turkey
lﬂ!ﬂlﬂmh-nmmﬂ
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When the Academy recpened after the Civil War, food was as
pelstable as before, Peter Hudson, & student during J. A. Colton's ad=ine
istration maintained that the boys "lived on beef, corn bread, milk and
a eup of coffee, DBisoults were given only on Sunday morning."?’ Thomas
Robinson agreed but recalled that at New Spencer the students "were
better provided for then ever,"® 4ind certainly they were. The table
was set with prunes, riee, sugar, coffee, vegetables, pork, corm, wheat,
hf.ﬂlﬂhlhhﬂ During Spencer!s existenoce, the diet was varied
and sufficient, and no cases of malmutrition were ever reported,

The health of the students was not always good, howevers A
famdly of one hundred boys was fertils ground for most communicable
diseases, Ramsey's first term recessed when fifty percent of the Loys
were 111 with inflasstion of the lungs:®2 In his second term, eight
died either from consumption, inflamaition of the brein, or pneumenia,
Ramoey called dootors from Doaksville to attend the students, but their
services were expensive., For a fifteen day perlod, the Academy received
s 9353 11,5 e nigh fees led to Dr, Charles Fishback's appointaent
by the Mission Board,
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Alexander Rald had no respect for the medleal profession and was
glad vhen Fighback laft. The Supsrintendant then becams the docter. In
contrast to Ramsey, no medieal bills were incurred during Reid's first
torm and in later years only in extreme cases.®’ The Sage of Spencer
mixed and administered medicines, delivered his and his assistants'
chiliren and freely advised on home medical remediss, The youngsters
unmmmum,um.w-pmm-:
lanced. Frsy Lee, on Reid's presoription, took & teaspoon of brandy to
ward off constipation and for rash used a salve prepared by the Super-
intendant, &3

Reid was not alvays effective in his ministrations, however.
An epidemic of measles in May, 1851, disabled forty-eight boys, four of
whom dieds5 It was o rare cccasion during the epldemies that one
student did not die, and aluays there were outbreaks of pink oyo, whoope
ing cough, severe colda, lung inflameillon and chicken pox, The causes
of the infections were manifold, FHrs. Lee attributed the colds and
Mtnmmﬂmuhmmﬂ James Famsejy
thought 111 health stemmed from sir contamination., inable to reduce the
number of boys in each room, he did remove fires from the sleeping
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quarters, Walter Lewrle, however, suspected general health would isprove
Af the students washed theilr hands and faces move frequently.S®

After the Civil War, sickness continued amseng the studentss
As previcusly mentioned, Drs He Re Johnson came to the Academy in 1875,
and in the interest of preventive medicine urged examimation of all
stuients for dissesed lungse At New Spencer, the Hows Mission Doard
provided & physician and drugstore.%? During local sdministretion and
at the time of the fire, W, H. John, another docter, wes in residence,’?
Desplte the best efforts of the medical profession, however, death and
sickness continued to visit Spencer,

To operate efficiently, rules and regulstions were established
for the Spencer famlly, and the students were required to conform to the
code of conduct, One step removed from an undisciplined rural life, the
transition was difficult for some, Consequently, rebsllion manifested
in student conflicts, defiance and desertion. Most insubordination,
peculiarly, came from the mixsdeblood beys of wealthy families.

ALY of the Superintendents wero sorely tried by discipline
matters. In addition to frequent desertions, some of Bdmund MeKimney's
stodents attempted to set the Academy on fire.’! The sons of Colenel
Feter P, Pitohlynn and O, W, farkine caused James Ransey great distress.
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Gne Fitehlynn boy was punished and dismlssed from school by 0. F.
Stark, The Colonel was advised and at firet agreed to support the teach-
er., later he avowed to bring the matter before the Trustees and Gouncil,’”
David Haridns imifed a companion and fled the school, but retummasd later
with a pistel to sheot Mr, Stark. Dr. Fishback prevented the executicn
and David was deprived of privileges and confined to Ramsey's quarters
for two months, a singularly light sentence, but prudent in view of the
Pitohlynn affair.”?

Disrespect for authority and runaway students were the prineipal
diseiplinary problems of Alexander Reid. Boys rebelled more frequently
when instructed by new teachers. In his first year, Osorge Ainslie had
one-third of his class run away and was physically attacked by his
students. One pulled him about by his hair, J. H, Nourse, in a single
session, had boys leave as many as six times, In ocontrast, Reld lost
only cne for the same period of time, Unlike Ramsey and loKimney who
used the "light horse,” Reld pursued the renegades himeélf, Once cape
tured, they were flogged. It was an effective mode of punishment. After
ene whipping session, Reld asked to visit with those students "who were
amxious about their souls.” Forty to fifty boys appeared in the Chapel,
which Reid interpreted as the work of the Holy Sphrit.”"
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Porents and the Natiomsl Couneil questioned the extent of
disciplinary action. They were reluctant to have their sons chastised
by the white missionaries, 3aid Reid: "We can't have a first rate scheol
without discipline, but neither boys nor parents will beer strict dise
oipline,"?5 Because of great Chootaw respeet, Reid was later able to
administer the whip and expel students, His suocessors after the Civil
War were not as fortunate, J. H, Colten was nsied to lsave and Harvey
Schermerhorn critized for diseiplinary setions. Few objected, howsver,
that prison sentences were given to the boys who burned the Academy in
1896,7 4t both 014 and New Spencer, therefore, & sede of ocendust was
established, but the extent of enforcement varied with the Superintendent.

A day at Spencer was more tham just food, shelter, educatien
and religion. Many unclassifiabls events played an important part.
For example, soms who enrolled had unproncunceable Indian names, Alexander
feld consequently named them after individuals for whom he had great
respect and from whom he wished support, Joseph MoElroy, James B, Ramsey,
and Cyrus Byington were among some thirty names given during Reid's first
two yoars.’® Reid regarded student names important and when Walter
Lowrie visited the Academy in 1852 he intreduced the childven by name.’’
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In contrast, Harvey Schermerhomn placed littls importance upon names.
At Wew Spencer, the students were called by musber only,>

As a frontier institutien, Spencer was rustie in charecter and
converdences Mra., Orlando Lee, a teacher's wife, constantly complained
of the small red antss Trousers, washed and hung out, were immediately
covered with the pestss The bed wes placed in pans of water to impede
the insects, but the effort met with little success, Fleas and bed bugs
were also abundant, The numerous martins roosted everywhere and one even
1aid an egg in Reid's pillow, To Mrs, Lee there were too meny flies,
but the unsoented verbenas were lovely and the sunsets breathtaking,

The wood and water delivered to her door caused Mrs. Lee teo writer "I did
not expoot to find things so confortable,"®!

Desplte its bachelor charecter, Spencer Academy spamed numerous
marriages. Alsxander Redd met his second wife and Susan Dutcher her
husband at the Academy, /iss Haria Davidson married the Reverend !'r,
Hoffet, a Daptist winister, after meeting at Spencer and Harvey Schermere
horn's daughter, Carrie, eloped with Preman MeClure, a Spencer student,S
Schermerhorn redically opposed the marriage on the basis of Freman's
instability. After four years of marriage and four children, Schemerhorn's
prophecy proved sccurate and the undon ended in divoroe.2? Host love was
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honorable, but some was not. An employee named Hattle, either a daughter
or slave of Hathanlel Wiggens, reportedly "leammed from the blacks her
very loose notions on some peints which she is perfectly willing to put
into practice.*®® she was sent home in the sumer of 1860,

As a frontier island, little notice was taken of events in the
United States. If James Ramsey was concerned over the War with Mexico,
he did not express ite Alesander Reid elther did mot care or was unaware
of gold in California and Randolph B, Marey's historie trip across Indian
Territory, Rumor from Fort Towson reached Spencer in 1853 that Santa
Anna had erossed the Rlo Grande with four to five thousand troops, but
no reference was ever made concerming the cenfliect in Kansas.®® A1l
the miesionarles preferred free seil, but comment on pelitical maneuvering
among the Choctaws preceding the Clvil War seemed imprudent, Just passing
reference was made to the effect of secession on the Indlans and only
Mrs, lee was bold encugh to express a preference for Lincoln,%6

After the Civil War, Spencer continued as an island in the sea of
current events, Thousands of Tezas cattle passed morth to the Kansas cow
towns but the Academy took littls notice. The difficulties of reconstruce
tion or natiomal elections played no part in Spencer's administration.
Choctaw political actions were not important to New Spencer Superintend-
ents unless it dealt specifically with the Academy. Thus, the school was
provineial in character and outlook finding significance only in its owm

ire, Loo to Mrs, Voodruff, Spencer, 16 June 1860, Box Ge3h,
Colonial Dames Collsction 33, University of Oklahoma library.

853, 4. Burtt to W. Lowris, Spencer, Sept., 1853, Box 12, Vol. 1,
American Indian Correspondence M5S, Presbyterian Historical Soclety.

86, 5. 0. lee to Mrs, Woodruff, Spemcer, 5 Nov. 1860, Box C-34,
Golonial Dames Collection MSS, University of Oklahoma IAbrery,
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purpoge and design.

As an instrument of Choctaw civilization, Spencer Academy
instilled in its students intellectual and spiritual values. An estabe
lished, disciplined routine provided time for moral, acaderde and
vocational instruotion, For most of the year Spencer was "home" to its
students who found there food, shelter, clothing and cares Thus, there
was more to it than bulldings and missionaries. The essence of the
institution was found in the aceomplishments of its students.



AN EVALUATION

The retrospect is very humbling.
Alaxander Redd

Spencer Academy was established as a tool of civilisation.
Walter Lowrie believed that with the blessing of God the Chootaw youth
would rise to the lavel of their peers in the United States. The Academy
undoubtedly was the most important educational institution in the Chootaw
Bation, but was it really effective! Did it fulfill its purposel Did it
measure up to its design' If Spencer was intended as 2 civiliszing
instrument, an affirmative answer is necessitated.

The nanagement of Spencer Academy largely rested with Church
iission Boards. Of the Superintendents supplied, Alexander Reid was by
far the most capable and effective, fe did not coms to do good and stay
to do well, but only to serve. Reld worked at maintaining the respect of
the Chootaws whom he genuinely loved. He had the admiration and cooperae
tion of his staff and to them, Reld was indispensable, The Hation supe
ported the Academy with more vigor and the students achieved a higher level
during his administration than before or after. When the crusty old Scots-
man ended his connection with Spencer, the glory of the Choctaw Harvard
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was in the past.

The oversight of the Southern Preshyterian Church was not
effective. JNo comparison existed between Alexander Reld and Superine
tendents J. H. Colton and J. J. fead, HNelther was an astute administrator
nor an able teacher. Colton was sc repugnant to the Mational Council
that his removal was requested., J. J. Read allowed the facilities to
deteriorate to such a degree that the Academy was moved, The onte
flourishing Presbyterian Churches in the Chootaw Nation were entirely
noglected during the southern Church's oversight.! Consequently, the
Council expressed the peopls's dissatisfaction when it failed to renew
that Chureh's contract and retumed Spencer to the northern Mission
Board.? Therefore, the isplicatien that the southern Mission Board was
under no complusion to withdraw from Spenvcer was manifestly untrue,

Spencer suffered constantly from insufficient personnel., The
Hlssion Boards were unsuccessful in recruiting dedicated men and women
to enter the Chooctaw Mission field. Too many times those selected
were ungiitable in temperament and did not reflect the charscter of
Christ. Hany who came did mot stay, but these who did remsin fortunately
ware dedicated men of God.

Spencer and the Mission Beards eventually lost the faver of the
leading Chootaw man. The loss of support did not reflect upon the effece
tivensss of the institution, but upon the conflict of mimedeblood and
full-blood Indians, liot designed to educate the fullebloods, the Academy
was first filled with the aristoerasy. Hany mixed-bloods, however, were

“’lﬁ——-ﬁ-——_‘_—.—-—_

'Alezander Reid to the Indian Prestytery, Atoks, 22 Oct. 1882,
mmnmm.mmm.

“amumad Bevort of the Board of Indien Comslssioners, 1832, 46.
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Spencer Academy, 1849-186],

The Sage of Spencer,
Alexander Reld



13
unmapageabls and left the school in disgrece, The institution then
enrolled full-bloods, and consequently lost the favor of the aristoorats.
Under the influence of the missiomaries, the full-bloods inereased in
intelligenco, capability, and assertiveness, The internal conflict broke
out when the Nation tock direet control of Spencer durlng Harvey Schermere
horn's administretion. Once the nature of the transfer was lmowm, the
Academy reverted agein to 2 /lssion Board. The mixed-bloods were strong
encugh in 1894, however, to secure control of the institution permanently.’

The worth of mission management is gauged by the effectiveness
of religlous and academic instruction. As a mission point, efforts were
made to convert the students into an organized Chureh. Emphasis was
placed upen Christian attributes and doctrinal instruction, It was
amazing, therefore, that very few Spencer boys accepted formal Christisne
ity, James Ramsey and Alexander Reid witnessed more conversions than
other Superintendents, but very rarely were more than ten percent of the
students ever professed believers,

Those who did accept Christianity, however, were of unusual
dedication. Most continued thelr theologlcal studles and entered the
ministry. For exampls, Damdel Finson, Allsn Wright, Thomas R, Benten,
and Alfred Wright all became effective Presbyterian preachers. The
frults of thelr work and their instructors are the mumerous Ghurches in
southeastern Oklahoma, Furthermore, the Chootaws judged a man "prepore
tionate to his morel standing first, and then his sdusation and sbdlity,”

heid to W, Lowrle, Spencer, 31 Dea, 1853, Box 12, Vel. 1§ Cyrus
Kingsbury to Wilson, Pine Ridge, & Sept, 1860, Bex 10, Vol. 1; Tarnbull
to Schermerhom, Goodland, 27 July 1886, Box 11, Vol, &4, American
Indian Correspondence M53, Presbyterian Historical Socisty.
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This means of measuvement and the churches were trusly memorials to
Spencer's mission management.

The scademic instruction at Spencer was provided by highly edu-
eated man. Most of the early teschers were greduates of Prineceton Semi-
mry. James B, Ramsey, Alexander Redd, 0. P, Stark, Hamilton Ealentine,
A+ Orsham, Casper Oregory, John Edwards and Sheldon Jackson were as well
trained and as qualified os most tsachers in the United States, Lane
Seminary, Hamptone-Sydney, and Columbia Semlnary ell had greduates teach-
ing at Sponcer, With the high caliber instruction, a year st Spencer was
probably more profitable than a year in secondlary schools ene hundred
years later,

Sucoess in instruetion was measured by ability to speak English.
Throughout its existence the learning of English by the students at
Spencer was a signal fellure., After four years of training, many students
could not understand simple instructions such as "bring & stick of wood,"
or "go for a bucket of water.” Foriy-five years later the situation
had not iuproved as J. B. Jeter reported that seventy percent did not
comprehend the English language.’

To Spencer's critics, four causes cantributed to the language
fallure., "In one word," wrote brush Dr. Fishback, "the education is so

“pansey to W. Lowrle, m.l}mﬂﬂ.ln?.m.l.
Soolety

Ameriean Indian Correspondence MSS Historical
5. 0y Lee to Mrs. H-Hnﬂ.l‘?uu. 1860, Box Ce34, Golonial Dames
Collection MSS, University of Cklahoma Iibrary.

charles Fishback to W. lowrie, Spencer, 20 Dee. 1848,
Box 9, Vol. 2, mmwﬂm. Fresbytarian
Ehhﬁ;;lhd.-tnhl.lmuhuﬂnﬁrﬂnm N
Aug. mm:- Oklahoma Rise
. Academy '
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superficial as to be almost merely nowinal.*® The good Doster, however,
constantly exaggerated and doubtless did in this assessmant.: He was
supported on this particular ocoasion, however, Ly the Trustees, who
complained that Spencer did not teach the bays English.?

Others maintained that Snglish instruction was ineffective in
large edueational institutions, The old missionaries comaissioned by the
Amorioan Board hod advisod the Chootaws not to create Spencer.® After
the 1849 examinations, the Trustees regretted their inattention to the
original advice and thought that there were too many boys to teach, James
Ramsey came to doubt the value of the large school, and Charles Fishback
determined as much on his arrival. R. J. Burtt, & teacher, advised in
1856 the division of the institution, Walter Lowrle and Alexander Reid
never wavered in their support of the large school, however, Lowrie
considered them more efficlent, and Reld mainteined thet Spemcer did as
mch "good for the Choctaws as all the little neighborhood schools in the
Nation put together.” Reid's vehement support insured the existence of
a large Mational Academy among the Chootaws,’

Another cause for ineffective Fnglish instructicn was the length
of time spent at the Academy. Rarely did students wiay three or four
Jjears, By eatimate, an average of thirty new boys entered the institution

Spashback to W, Lowrle, Spencer, 20 Dee. 1848, Box 9, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspamdence S5, Prestyterian Historical Society.

?m“HiMI Spencer, 7 Aug. 1845, Box 5, Vol. 2,
American Indian Correspondence M55, Fresbyterian Historical Soclety.

Sng,

“Board of Trustess to Reid, Dosksville, 6 Aug 1849, Bex 9, Vol. 2;
b P R ien v 1 I b et 8 e
[ " yter=
ian ioal Society; fome and Forelen Record, Sept., 1852, 137.
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each year, The positions they filled were vacated by boys who had been
at Spencer for varying perleds of time. later the age liwit was set at
tuelve to eighteon yoars., The accusation that Spencer was a big primary
school, therefore, was valid, If the Trustees "would keep the youth in
school for ten to fifteen years," said Redd, we "could get a higher
lovel of educations DBub they can't make the boys stay at school,"'°

Finally, languags comprehenslon was poor Lesauss bLoys were admite
tad o the institution who knew no English. The majority of mew students
entered elther with ineffective, or worse still, witheut provious ada-
demic instruotion, "Bast results can't be secursd in 2 Hatlianal Asademy,®
roparked Wy A Caldwsll, "until the nelghborhood schools are mede more
etficient,"'! If the boys had soms knowledge of English upen entrance,
Spencer could then perfect their comprehension.

Judgenent of Spencer, however, must not rest entirely upon the
sucness of lack of success of English instruction. Spencer demonstrated
its value in other areas. In 1843, the six boys selscted to attond eastern
colleges were from Spencer. AS & result of thelr instruction at the Acoe
demy, Jumes Ramsey considered the beys prepured to enter college classes.'2
In 1853, ten boys were sent to Temnessee to learn trudes, Of the ten,

108e1d to Vilson, Spemver, 12 April 1854, Bex 12, Vol. 1,
American Indian Correspondence M55, Fresbyterian Historieal Society.

114, As Caldwell to Board of Edueation, Muskogee, 8 Oct. 1894,
Choctaw School-Spencer Acadewmy File, Cklahoma iistorieal Seociety.

12543as D, Fisher, Peter Folsom and Thomas LeFlore o Samuel
Rutherford, Dosksville, 14 Jan., 1848, National Archives, Office of

mﬂ&fﬁ:-. Western Superintendency, Letters Reeeived, !derocopy 616,
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mmwmﬂ Purthermore, during the Civil War officers
of the Chootaw troops were largely graduates of the National Aeadesy,'"

Some of the leading men of the Haticn also passed through the
halls of Spencer, FPrincipal Chiefs B. J, Smellwood, Jefferson Gardner,
Allsn Wright, Jackson MeCurtain, and (ilbert Dukes were all sducated at
the Choetaw Harvard, Judge Charles Vinson, Hatlonal Treasurer Willias
Wilson, educators Peter Hudson and Simon Dwight, Doctor E. We Wright
and churchman Frank Hall Wright were tradined at Spencer. GCabe Farker,
later 2 Spencer tescher, National Attomay and designer of the Great
Seal of Qklahoms, also was & student at the Academy, Through these men
and other students the school's influence pervaded tho entire Nation.

Thus Spemcer Academy stands as the most important educational
institution among the Choctaws., Vith some excoptions, most of the Indians
recognlsed the intrinsic value of the Acadeny., Thay were pleased with
its offorts and generully satisfied with the results. Furthersore, most
agreed with John Hobart Heald, a highly edusated merchant, that Spencer
was "equsl to any of the good old schools of Mew Bngland."'? 7o thes,
it was o moral and intelloctual fountadn that sent forth crystal streans
to 2 people thirsty for civilizatica.

When Spencer Acadesy ceasad to exist in 1900, o chapter in Chootaw
history ended. lore than a half Century earlier, the Academy was created
to further seoure the frults of civilization., Under the direction of

Pheid to W. Lowrie, Spencer, 13 Dec. 1853, Box 12, Vol, 1,
American Indlian Correspendence M35, Presbyterian Historieal Soclety.

ituriel uright, "John Hobart Heald," Ghremicles of Uclahoma,
II (Sept. 1924), 316.
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both the northern and southemn Presbyterian Churches, Spencer was 2
source of acadendlc and spiritusl guldance, Natlonal contral of the
institution in 1394 sssontlally marked the progress of the Choctaws
as 2 mature peopls,

During its existsnce, Spenter Aosdemy was the most lmpartant
educational institution in the NHation, To this end, a living manusent
was erected by the success of its stulents, As flases consused its
physical evidences, the Hation affirmed Harvey Schermerhom's epitaph
of his oun administration, "Providence seems to indicate that the work
iz elosing here, I belleve that the day of final accounting will show
that it has not been in vaine"'® Indeed, 1t has not.

165 mermarhiom to Jo Lowrie, Nelson, 23 Apeil 1883, Americen
Indian Correspendence MSS, Presbyterian Historizal Soclety, Nuber 146,
Rell 15, Unlversity of Tulsa Iibrary,
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