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State Police Force

Richmond, Sept, 28 (#.—When
State Trooper W. R. Thompson sat
down as a supper guest in the home
of a fellow officer at Charlottesville
last Sunday night, he did not know
that his death by a bandit's bullets
in the next 24 hours would before
the week was out serve ns an ex-
clamation point for the motor ve-
hicle division’s demands for a larger
force, a state-wide police radio sys-
tem, and salary increases for present
officers.

He did, In all Hkelihood, discuss
with his host the question of salary
raises, for the toplc is constantly in
the mind of Virginia's troopers,

Shot Down in Bank.

He was shot down the next after-
noon as he balked an effort of three
gunmen again to loot the often-
robbed Fluvanna county bank at Fork
Union, His slaying, the accidental
death of Fork Union Military Acad-
emy cadet, Frank Wicks, from—It 18
believed—a posseman’s stray bullet,
and the hunt which netted four
“suspects” before Thursday night, oc-
cupled large headlines In Virginla
the first half of the week,

members of the Virginia Police Ex-
in 1 at

pted a

ing upon Governor Peery “to

e avallable sufficlent state funds
to place a coordinated state-wide
communications system In opera-
tion.” The theme had been begun
the HR““W' Saturday by Virginia
sheriffs, in session at Lexington.
These officers asked for a state radio
system as & help to them and at the
same time called for more rigid en-
forcement of traffic laws,

Consequently, Motor Vehicle Di-
rector John Q. Rhodes was appar-
ently well fortified by public sym-
pathy and official action when he

before ‘s bud-

get ad! committee to ask for
$103,620 more In the next blennium

to his patrol, increase some salaries
and otherwise strengthen his force.

ter, Director es “found his bid
doubled.” Three committee members,
State Senators Aubrey Weaver and
Saxon Holt and Delegate Ashton Do-
vell, were sald on reliable report to
have immediately advocated a force
of 200 men, a state radio system and
o state identification bureau,

It was suggested that the program
be financed by adding 50 cents a
year to the motor vehicle license tax,
to yleld about $200,000 annually.

Reaction Varied.

The reaction of the Virginia press
to the latter proposal was varied,
with The Lynchburg News warning
that motorists alone should not be
called upon further to finance a
highway patrol if it was to become
a state police force with many other
functions.

“They (the motorists),” The News

“should be called upon to
pay the whole cost only If the whole
duty of the force is to patrol the
highways. If other duties are to be
performed the extra cost should be
met out of the state treasury.”

In the meanwhile, Ameli. county
was putting its public foot em-
phat y down on bank banditry,
which the Petersburg Progress-Index
sald now “flourishes to too great an
extent in Virginia for anyone's coms
fort and satisfaction and may become
an even greater menace 1f allowed to
progress beyond lts present stage."

An Amella Jjury convicted and
recommended life terms for Luther
Boggs, 92, and PFrank Hagan, 24,
charged with holding up and robbing

EVREFVREapV

& bank there of $1,380 In July.

Having read accounts of his death, | %

in order that he might add 25 men ¥

In the words of the Danville Regls- :

m
to
Cc

th
ov

hi

BEE2

vi

sag

= = ., =2

g

2882y



OFFICER AND STUDENT ARE SLAIN
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FORK UNION CADET *
SHOT AIDING HUNT -
FOR BANK BANDITS

(Continued From Page One) §‘

boldup. The third had remained
outside {n the car, which carried Vir- w
ginia license plates, the first three|
numbers of which were sald by state o
police to be “245." Alarmed by the
gunfire at the bank. he sped away, h
| deserting his two companions, 1111
The confusion was such at first that'?,
it was believed that the two men who|
came into the bank had escaped ln\.r
the car. |F
One Believed Former Robber, | B
| The women employees of the bank
isald they were certain that one of
the pair was the same man who han-
dled the machine gun in a holdup!

,/in which bandits took $3,000 from

the bank on May 29 of this year. 1

One was described as having a
small mustache, about 28 vears old,
tall and slender with long hair, the
second was of medium build, weighed
about 150 pounds, and wore a dark
suit and hat,

Thompson, stationed on duty in
this area, had been in the service of
the state highway patrol for three
years. He was unmarried. 'g

It was the fourth and first un- ¢
successful attempt to rob the bank
since 1920, it was robbed in that P
year, and in October 1034, thieves'j
blew the vault and rifled it during|g
the night time.

State police at Charlottesville, ap- ¢
proximately forty miles to the north-|
ward, were ordered to block route 15
toward Washington and dispatched
to the scene within a few minutes .
after Thompson had been killed. Ig
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Usual place of abode) (If nonresident give city or town and State)
PERSONAL AND}"TATISTICAL PARTICULARS MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

X 4. COLO 3 5. sinefs/ M . wyoowep, || 21. DATE OF DEATH W
7 o lvonc‘;‘;a(‘:rnue word) (month, day, and year) A 3 3 19”’
22, i HEREBY CERTIFW, THAT I ATJENDED DECEASED FROM
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8. TRADE, PROFESSION, OR PARTICULAR
= KIND OF WORK DONE, AS srmu:
o SAWYER, BOOKKEEPER, ETC. :
'E O, INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS IN WHICH
g WORK WAS DONE, AS SILK MILL, SAW
(@) el sl CONTRIBUTORY CAUSES OF IMPORTANCE NOT RELATED TO
© [10. DATE DECEASED LAST WORKED AT 11. TOTAL TIME (YEARS) PRINCIPAL CAUSE:
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4
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T 23. IF DEATH WAS DUE TO EXTERNAL CAUSES (VIOLENCE) FILL IN ALSO THE
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L‘,JP —— - FOLLOWING: '{ TE OF
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- /
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