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rifle to James Read, the greal-great-grand nephew of L.

1es County Rosenhills, Larry Calhoun and Howard Patrick.
Cemetery on Saturday morning.

Monument placed at Rose Hill Cemetery ,’

LOOKING AT HISTORY - Carl Ford shows his
Charles Read, as his fellow members of the Jor
l00k on during memorial services at Rose Hill
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One of the Confederacy’s greatest
navsl heroes got the recognition he
deserved Saturday when a monument
was dedicated in his memory.

The W.D. Cameron camp of the
Sons of Confederate Veteruns and the
Friends of Rose Hill Cemetery hosted
the ceremony as well as lunch and a
program at Union Station to honor
Confederate Lt. Charles Read.

The ceremony was held to dedicate
a monument which was placed on the
Confederate mound in the cemetery in
April 1999 by the members of the

.D. Cameron camp in honor of Read.

*Today is probably the climax of
two years of work,"” said Dr. Bill East
of the Friends of Rose Hill Cemetery.
“Some two years ago the W.D.
Cameron camp, Sons of Confederate
Veterans, decided that an appropriate
monument should be dedicated to Lt
Charles Read. The design work and

“When Mr. Hewitt Clark,
our Meridian author, decided
to come to Meridian to release
his new book, whichis a
biography of Lt. Read, we
thought it would be a
wonderful time for the
ey 7
monument dedication.
— Dr. Bill East,
Friends of Rose Hill Cemetery

raising of money for that monument
resulted in the placing of that monu-
ment in April of 199 )
The camp was waiting for an appropri-
ate time to dedicate that monument.”
“When Mr. Hewitt Clark, our

to honor him.

ALCL UL G erse ) bt o -
Meridian tg) relea;e l}ii nc}{w léook,
which is a bio y of Lt. Read, we
thought it womﬁ? ge a wonderful time
for the monument dedication,” East
added.

Although he was a poor student,
gradusting at the bottom of his class
from the Naval Academy, L:. Charles
“Savez” Read went on to become
known as one of the most courageous
men in the Confederate Navy. His
daredevil tactics and naval prowess
even earned him the nickname “John
Paul Jones of the Confederscy”™.

In fact, during one 23-day period.
Read and his crew of 17 volunteers
captured 22 Union vessels using only
one cannon. 4

When the war ended, Read married
only to have his wife die at an early
age. He remarried though, this time to
Miss Nebraska Carter, of Meridian.
Read and his new wifc moved to New

See Hero, Page CA
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Orleans, but often visited
friends in Meridian. And it
was during one of these vis-
its to Meridian that Read
died.

Before he died though,
Read learned of Rose Hill
Cemetery and asked that his
body be laid to rest with his
Confederate comrades buried
there.

According to East, there
are many reasons we should
henor the memory of men

like Read such as his charac-
ter and :

“The characteristics we
honored in L¢. Read are not
because he was a Confeder-
ate, it was because he was an
American and a Mississippi-
an,” East said. “And those
character traits of resource-
fulness, inventiveness, loysl-
ty to his country and
extreme degrees of courage
are characteristics that are
worthy of honoring in our
ancestors,”

East said he was pleaszed
with the how the cercmony
went Saturday morning and

the large crowd that attend-
ed. The crowd included many
Meridianites but there were
also a lot of Read's ancestor,
coming from as far away as
Pennsylvanis and California.
And seversl descendants of

Read’s shipmate, John
Billups, even came for the
caremony.

Since many of the people
involved in the ceremony
had never met before, &
reception was held Friéay
night at Weidmann's to give
everyone a chance to meet.
And according to East, the
out-of-towners who attended

had nothing but praise for
Meridian.

“Last night a reception
and dinner was provided for
all of the descendants who
numbered more than 35 for
Lt. Read and several for
John Billups, his shipmate,”
East said. “We had 64 at that
dinner and I have never seen
more people impressed with
southern hospitality and
with the people of Meridian
who would take time to

honor one of their ancestors.”

Evan Smith is a staff writer for
The Meridian Star, E-mail him at
esmith@ mevidianslar.com.




COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY
HONORING

CHARLES WILLIAM “SAVEZ” READ
LIEUTENANT, CONFEDERATE STATES NAVY
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PROGRAM
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Pipe Medley _ Piper Jean Orcutt

9:30am
Assembly " 4 =3¢ v . 5w HAHD Bugler
Invocation sy o n o cmoiaiooo o Rev.Tom Wood, Chaplain
W.D. Cameron Camp 1221, SCV

PresentationoftheColors .« . Jones County Rosin Heels

Pledge and Salutes ;g" "o ) ~ Jimmy Walker, Color Bearer
Ao Namphaees, 5. 4 w D. Cameron Camp 1221, SCV

Mayor John Robert Smith

L g f e e s
Sas. Sl jBilyRayHankins,Cmand«
g MBSISSWDWOI! sSCV

Remarks

e -_4* 3 i Ward Calhoun, Commander
- Mississippi Society, Military Order Stars & Bars and
Ad;mam,w D. Cameron Camp 1221, SCV

Remarks

BE Dr. Bl East, President
¥isd Friends of Rose Hill

Remarks

Remarks ' " Hewitt Clarke, Author of
HE SAW THE ELEPHANT, CWubderafoNavdSagaofCharbsRead. CSN

Umeﬂtlgdummmutmmmmnliead Charles Read,
wa T ATARIOR Gmd-great-grandsonof ChamsmamRead
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BONMEBLUEFLAGV P 30k SO ' Piper Jean Orcutt
PLACING OF WREATHES

For Charles William and Nebraska Carter Read ~ Lizabeth Schultz,
MMM&MWWRN

For William Donald Cameron Sharlie Miller Alloway,
Gmal-qrandawhter of William Donald Cameron




Rifle Salute Honor Guard

Taps Bugler Shawn Alexander
Bugler Craig Jackson

DIXIE Amy Jackson
Announcaments Ward Calhoun

2 s > Honor Guard
ﬁ" 2 =4 5. = .‘ - ' ) (o :_\Z':A ‘n.r \:, G A
m 5 B2 Oy 4} g 3 dadt ‘ \ ™ oot ;‘71 =9 cmmin Tan ‘ Hl ‘ ' ;

S (S

CONTINUING
LT. CHARLES READ COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY
at
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Lunch | Courtesy of W. D. Cameron Camp 1221, SCV
Music Dedicated to Lt. Charles Read Hoppy Spinks and his Band
Presentation of the Book, HE SAW THEELEPHANT _ Hewitt Clarke
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Family History and Anecdotes _ _~ """ ", ;. Charles Wiliam Read Descendants
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CONTINUIN )
LT. CHARLES READ COMMEMORATIVE CEREMONY

at
ROSE HILL CEMETERY
4:30 p.m.

HistoryofRosoHiICemuotyandthecmaeBuﬂalMoundand
mwmofmammmmmnmm.

prasented by
Dr. Bill and Mary East



