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g SETTLED IN THE SANCTUARY

Psalm 73

INTRODUCTION:
We look at a sg}iriglgl_ @ The great la;,]#e of the book of Ps@s is

that in it we have Godly men stating their ggpg:iencea;ﬁLJ4§£- Giving us an

‘ account of things that have happened to them. In their spiritual life and warfare.
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Vhat we find from the beginning to the end of the Bible is the account of

God.dealing with his people. And regarding the experience of this man, we find

that his is(@arallea to ours. Of course we are looking at a_mEuLJﬂnL_Lg_xadiaq;

brim with good things. His face is beam%pg, his eyes aEg_briggt. He has found

God and he has felt the rich blessings flooding his soul. His confusion has

all gone and passed. He had a serious struggle going on in his heart.

There are Eimeé!when ths;soﬁllis veary and when we feel that we are incapable

of receiving any more direct instructions. The H;nd iqnggagg, the_g%gggn}g
brgiggg_hgggﬁggd and beaten by the waves and bill ife, And here is the
very realization of this man as he gives us the ggggg&gvggmh;§4;gggzl This man
did not hesitgte to_tell us the trggh about himself. He admits very gzgglz_about
the situations in his life. And he @éig%wggggg the mateﬁial things. And about
wie ggﬂgggg%p prospering. And about tggggles and problems that d&ﬁﬁﬁfk,Eim'

And he comes to a{hastf}conclus@gp - well,(gg)ig really worth it. 1In our language
» -

today we would say @:l;he Christian 1life worth all that we put in to 1;{’ Is it
; Cr S ———— - - = T Lt

really worth while to go to God's house and worship. In the light of eternity
and in the light of God's word, does it really matter whether or not we are
Christians.

Here is a question. Now this man is going to tell us -the whole account of his
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life. The sad past wrapped up in V. 2-127" The sickening present - V. 13-14, And a
A B— - o~ —— o

solveable future - V. 177
L J

_I. ASAD PAST - V. 2,3, 12,

The Psalmist begins to tell us the past history of his life.

3l &
’ A
\L@- My feet were almost gone, my steps well nigh slipped. My friends, that
”.—L e e —— - 3
is an honest confession of a sin that had taken his life almost - and he had met

T
with all kinds of people. And that certainly is a reality with people today. Now

he says I am{'_"g’birﬁgg m'igl; .y,gg“juszwm to_them. The thing that led me
to almost stumble and lose my way. He sums it up by starting with the proposition
\‘_‘_

that he T_@_é‘hgd a_religious experience. He went asg&y but he came back. But the

danger was so suttle as he talks about himself.

I might say here thaf his)confession of sin isin the form of an exhil;gition.

—

There are some people who are very willing to ta:%'k or confess their sins. As long

-
as they cap_talk about themse]‘%gs. This is a veryﬁutt}g danEe’g. The man in this

e
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Psalm does not do that. He tells us the truth about himself because_he)wants to
: r o e

|
glo;ifx Ggg. He is honest. In showing a

really ministers.to.the.glory.of.God.

e X

st between himself and God, he

& o~
.= wﬁe says now I am going to gellxyou a_story of what ha_ggened to me and the things
L] k h SRTINER J L

that I want to leave with you is 14‘15 - the poodness.of.God. God never varies. This

/

is my proposition. And God is /’élggxgﬁﬂggndf.i;qfu_.uﬁ.,,
/
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clusion really - in that f;l_};__sﬁt(;fﬂyg;se;' This man had had an

experience - he went right to the point and right to the thing that he wanted to
glorify. And where he had arrived, and he starts at the end. The Psalmist is not
Wuﬁ;:-mm:v o

interested as an experience. He is(_nog telling this just to thrill some audien!ce.
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or to get a crowd to listen to some of his tales. But he is telling it to illustrate

the great truth about God.

shaist) Dl

And he is poing to talk about some of the things that-happened.in.his.life - and

Fa
things that have happened in our own lives. =@Elstarted at_the right place Q%E;something

went wrong and he was losing everything and now how could he get it back. He was

badly shaken,
e ————

He talks about his sad past.. And he is willing to share this in hisi%iosraghy -
e,

the temptations, the p%tfg%%f, the envy, the doubt. The near disaster of all the

his feet going

out from under him. He said even
¥ 9 R mmmw,

the foundation upon which he was depending was crumbling. His faith was almost

T R, —r————

unspeakable calamities. He

gone.,

Perhaps no one of us is able to realize the tragedy obtained in the description

T L

here. @ would be %@ p_o_;_f______@_d that you were on the point of loaing your eye
sight or your health., If the physician anngungggwgggmgﬁys to you - it would be

almost more than you could bear.

\ﬁﬁ;} about the realization of your faiF%, And{yourlgrip on God almost gone.

NTECaaay e S

That you are losing your agsurance and your mercy of God. In the saving power of

God. How would you react in this.,

This was a sad past. Why, his soul was struggi%ng. He had almost gone.over
1P 3 208

the brink of the fall. And you can watch him as he suffers.undex.the.grip of do;Pt.

And he is somehow the wreck which he has almost plunged into disaster. And all of



us need to shun this. The pitfalls.

How may we become a possessor of a strong faith. How may we avoid the perils

that he missed. And what is the secret of this man.

aa

This is a very gripping étor?j It seems that
— e ——— e -

listening to the man @ is __%g,g of himself. But he lets himself talk, and how

patient God must be.

His past life had been very diverse but in one thing - it is very true about

you, as well as the Psalmist.

g which is true in.the.past of evq;:_}rdgggwgg_ us, is what he talked about.

o ¢
) {&11 have sinned and come short of the glory of God. fThe Bible says that

the problem is sin. Which is common in every one of us. 1]
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t here. Now there may be some of us ;gdﬂy‘who have 1 od moranlifg. We may
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say, we have lived better than some other people that we ‘are able to point out. And
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yvet all of us éﬁmm‘ﬁgﬂwith our God,Cwou d have tb admit that there are sgne

things in the % that ought not to be there. The sin problem is brought up of course

T i ARG

to each of us.

= Now the course of(guilﬁ% is _very unpleasant. Multitudes of people are plagued

with this problem. And this is part of Fhe ggg p?st‘of the Psalmist. The anx%ﬁﬁxﬁ

- the uneasiness, and the restlessness in his life. Q@das;)one of the Disciples of our
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Lord, he betrayed the spotless son of God for 30 pieces.of silver. And guilt gripped
W
his soul. He offered to give the money back. But they would not receive it. And

the Bible says he went out and hggggd_himself. He could not handle his guilt.

In the 0ld Testament, thewg_rg,th.eiig/f_ who had sold their brother and

lied to their father, 20 years later, was still thinking about that matter. Gen. 42:21.

We are guilty concerning our brother.
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Also in the past, is the condgmnatigﬁ}gg sin. The Bible says that he that

believeth not, is condemned already - but he has not believed in the name of the

only begotten son of God. John 3:18. One of the sweetest truths in all of the
Bible, indeed is the truth that God loves us. And that God, a holy God, is a just

Godn

The@wm_g We are told that a man sometimes. can do some

things in his life and feel no touch of conscience whatsoever. He can do some things

that he ought not to do, and it seems not to bother him a bit. Yet, somehow, there

ife when he Wiiihgﬁﬂﬁéﬂﬁh%Fd- There will be remorse. There

will be the weight that is heavy upon his life. It will be the old sin problem

and it weighs heavily upon him.

And whatg?esuﬁ}Christ did, and came_to do, was to deal with the sad past of

p=——

every man. 2,000 years ago Jesus came to Bethlehem for that specific purpose. He
lived among us and he put away sin with the sacrifice on the cross. To deal with

the past, he came to make it possible that the slate might be wiped clean. And he

lived a very perfect life. And he never did anything that was wrong.

AT
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The Bible also declares that mew. ftom._&JP
tf .

' M
©— Declares that there is now therefo:e(;aiaﬂggmggggpn which is in Christ Jesus. The

word condemfi:igﬂmwk;éﬁ there is no jugggment - no erisis, Jesus will suffer, in other
o A ————m i
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words. Those that are in Jesus will suffer no judgement of God upon sin because the

wrath of qu_gigﬂgggggg out upon Jesus Christ of God for all sig; And the cross set

Ty A T

us free.

. They tell us the best way to fight a forest fire)is to find a place where the
W
fire has already been. If you will stand where it is already bgfgggﬂgygy, then you
are safe. So the Chzigziaa-who comes to God through Jesus Christ, the cross of
Calvary, the judgement of God burns where God's wrath was poured out upon your

sin.

And when Jesus came to the river Jordan to be baptized, John said, behold the
lamb of Cod which takes away the sin of the world. It is wonderful to know what

pe—.
ngg}dqes with our sin. He casts_them into the depths of ;he.jga. He wipes away
°“E;§%9 - he blots them out of hégmggg§. He casts them behind his back. And he.

e . 1,_-{
remembered _them no more. He removes them as far as the Fast is from the West.
—— S — "ﬂ,? pr}!‘w"" A s o o AN TN AN T AR S i "1:_:‘(--
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\‘ o Now if you have had a sad past like this Psalmist, then you need to consider
L
e the goodness of God which he found as the remedy.“*zjgg:} he went on to say that

I was vegz envioug% I saw the prosperity of the wicked. There were men on every
- Tt .

hand who seemed not to have any trouble. And they were not plagued like believers.

Or God worshipping people. And they set their mouth against the Heavens. And

against God. And in V.ié;:} he said the ungodly prosper in the world. And they

increase in riches.
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So when the Psalmist saw this ha  he said, \I quit going to church.’' And
o when \4 s Wg » q going m@ A

I nursed my grievances day by day. And I had a sad past. An got _ahold o_Ee;'.

—

And he saw that his life, and life all around him was filled with inequalities.

He and his family endured illlnggis, poverty, loneliness, his wicked neighbors eﬂfxed

luxury. And excellent health and it seemed that men who gave no thought of God
prospered amazingly. No want of theirs was unsatisfied. They got richer and richer.
Pride and selfishness. Ruled in all of their behavior. Now every time the Psalmist

thinks about these men{iﬁj)is b:QEgh5u313h5—¥£:£&=§§253£%§$a2£ apostas‘\g of giving
b éiwi'iﬁ 2‘, th:y_“

up on God. He became more certain that God was_failing him in ordering the affairs
e s Vs ,

of men. That God was either as;_l._g%p or God's righteous standard was not correct. And

———

that faith could not stand in such an atmosphere of self-pity.

@w“&mwﬁtﬁg%m. And envy became bitterness within him. And this

turned him to be miserable.

When one is out of tune with God, he is not in a position to bring happiness

and contentment to others.

So here was a gad past in this bioggaphy which he unfolds. He seemed to be
saying that God was blessing the ungodly. But he was forever chastising his own
children. I don't know, the Psalmist might have felt a little bit ashamed of writing

this confession. About his sad past on paper.

II. A SICKENING PRESENT. - V. 13-14

r,..w“""‘"" + -
He continues to move on from the sadness of the past, and the {gourness; which
o : T —

he had in his 1life. Into the sickness of the presence. There was still_gmoldering)



in his 1life. It was very sickening.

Iz it
Ygf:;;} Verily I have cleansed my hegzz_ig_xg;g, washed my hands in innocence.

For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning.

Why, he sort of

@1 —-- tthy should I dp good. This kind of

Tme— '
loyalty that I have been used too.. Have I not cleansed E% heart in vain. He was

not in a position to answer this question. But he put it out. His conclusions must
I i o AR S I B AT W Tk

have been wrong.

- to worship a God who was undependable.
e A e L =iy SRR S D e S w T P £ R R pre

This man was in a dangerous position in the present. His faith was almost.gome and

soon he would be a godless creature. He would be without hogg, or anchor, or God.

2 "
Therefore, he talks about the past and then he takes just aééééé%% at the
Ewmm‘

present. And right now, we are thinking about what we did yesterday or the day

RIS WO

before. We are thinking about what you are going to do this afternoon or tomorrow.

Well, Jesus)Christ can mean something to you in your present life.

The Psalmist said, did T just clean E¥se1f= And now look what is happening in

this present time. mooj all around this worl oday. There are rg;g%ggs g?ﬁﬁpy

more and more - but they enjoy it less and less. They are miserable. They have

life is miserable. I lack someth%ns. There is something missing in myrlife

Something must be wrong with my life.
S
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‘\ You know if we had time to s at éolomon kor just for a

commerci ere. In the book of Ece. which was wri;;gn_hx_Kingmgglomon he talks
_-u.—--—v

=
about the happiness he sought and he went around and around.

™~
b\“\

/—  The fibdf#:zing he says in 2:7 - I tried ﬁ;_y,m

and maid servants. I had me a winter_ home. And I had a We. And he had
—— e S vy -

;ﬂggEJngmanﬂaeEwants

material things. All these - the Bible declares that he was the richest man that

ever lived. It was estimated that his income as a king was in access of %g gil%ion

e

dollars. He had everything that money could buy. That was quite a sum in those

days. The whole world was at his very finger tips. Solomn{sam 1ooked on and

i

behold all this vanity and vexation of spirit. And there was no profit under t the

sun. 2:11., So here luxury and material things did not make him happy.

——————

It

; T He said I tkf;l liquorJ 1 sought in my heart to get myself into wine. Ecc. 2:3.
y W“M‘zm"""“ L = e -

He had access to ever y kind of alcoholic beverage that is kmman. And he

didn't find hapgi:ne;s in the bottle. But he discovered that there was no happiness
¥

in the bottom of a bottle. There was '}ust a temporary e Wthat

mn S
—

goes with it.

’ !/
j — Solomon said I }:‘F{;d I Kingf__l;]ﬁ__;j.. He had 700 wives, es7 1
fome - Wm

wonder if you ever thought of that. ‘How'would you like to have 700 wives. And all

T >

of the cousins and kin folks to come and spend _a week with you in the summer time,
. i) chah e R A .. e

Solomon said I tried lust. And a lot of people in the world today are trying

lust. They think they can find the fulfilled in life, with a love or some

little harmless.caper on the side to fulfill the desire that is knawing at their

heart. Solomon said this d%ﬂg&&ﬂmggg_meﬁggggy.

~~ Solomon tx}f{;

expert on e\:_e_rl,suh;ec.ui_i v. He knew just about everything there was to know.

learning

He was the wisest man who ever lived. He was an
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In addition, he wrote 3000 proverbs. He wrote 1005 songs.

He wrote perhaps the greatest love song ever penned by mortal man. The

beautiful song of Solomon.

Lueen ofVSheba,trave}gq”many miles to hear him speak. And she said, there

T

was no_more sB}fitqin.h;;Tj;é%e half was not told me. T Kings 5:7.

ppes SR

But do you know that Solemon with all of this learning, and wisdom —“fgggliﬁ

said that all was vanity and vexation.of the spirit and there was no prophet
o . W o] Iy

under the sun. 2:11. He was saying you can go and have all of these things and

still have an empty heart, Now young‘psgple negg to take a_lefggzﬂﬁgwghiawpg;n;.

I think young people need to get all the education they can get - even up to a
T

doctor's degree. But the best education”is not going to solve all the problems

if you don't have Jesqg_Ehsiggw;gwxgg;;hga;t. You will be a miserable human

being.

o
~ Chapter 12:1 - Solomon said, repember now thy creator in the.days-ef-thy
- o E34 St g - - - ‘/

youth. What are you looking for in the Lord?
—

—

Now, %ecomin 2.Christian is not going to immediately solve all of your

et

problems. It is not going to take care of all of your troubles. It doesn't mean

that you are not going to ever have any more trials.

Because there are some problems that are attached to becoming a Christian.
Paul was often persecuted because he was a Christian. If you live a Christian

life, you are going to be looked upon as not very cool. And it hurts sometimes
__—_____.__‘M...—r“"“"rﬂ

+~ he a Chricstian.
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But here is a man who had a sickening present. He was still smoldering under

these burdens.

III. A SOLVEABLE FUTURE - V. 17
L—’-_—_
This biography begins with all of his background and comes to a sipnificient
— place wheréMthe future. And he is building a schaffolding
—_—— >

) 4
and showing us where he is going to stand. V. 17 - Until I went into the sanctuary

K4

v\

.of God - then understood I therein.

_1:_@- Thou shalt guide me with thy council and afterwards receive me.to glory.
Here is a solveable future for this man. fortunate indég) that he found the
. 5 d _ , about
solution to his problem. How was he to do it ‘e;_u ;gggmﬁggd),and go abou
peddling his doubts. Or should he go _to the_sanctuary and give God a chance to
>

reclaim him.

@wo_uld you do? Do you think you are as wise as this Psalmist proved to be?

— a&&&g&hﬁ%’ realizing his otLhta_];E];e__s_‘_s:ess.
He turned to the holy place. He went where the great physician could heal him.
S—mecam AR e ————
~— The '._. ry’ of other days flooded his mind. How near to God he had been in
e ——— = V m&-uv e o Sa— -
those days and what_joy he had had. How rich had been the fellowship in that

sacred place. And strangely enough, he felt that God knew that he was there.

And was making his way to him. It warmed his heart to know that God had singled

him out.
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The Psalmit say a whole lot about the fum_ ish%g of the church. The

chpir, the segn, or even the Hw_m:ghm He didn't come with that on his

and he knew that God was vitally interested in him.

_—

Howbe for % WhW to find that t}}gx_.s&&--
easy) e ahles .

solveable chey would yet come and have them settled in the sanctuary.
: =

m. in his place of worship - and there he tho omwd‘lg%igy

ways that he had been able to see his wj;_ed;neighgors Ip_their true 715;,51_“1- Those

men who had been so prosperous and so_ca efree. Now, he sees that they are in

dangerous places. And his fears are _qgfeted

And certain yfhat_awaits them down the :o?d. They are rushimg

but the strong hand of a righteous God is now in full control.

He asked himself —@e_eg;ious of wicked men. Why begrudge.them the
fleetin res that come their way in life's brief stay.

e

God because of these g_vi% ﬁn. He saw the folly of his heart. He had greatly
exaggerated the things that these Godly men had enjoyed. They Jknew no_g

gauine
joy. They possessed nothing that would last. They had no anchor for the approaching

hy) lose faith in_

storm. They had no gg&:? Sudden destruction was near. There was going to be an
V4

inevitable crash. @e} had been stupid.

Suddenly, he & He found to his utter amazements that he
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possessed great wealth. The very presence of God was a tremendous treasure to him.

I am continually with thee. What a store of riches. God is going to guide him.
T ———

Be with him.

All through his miserable days, no doubt@was near to protect him. This

thought suddenly overwhelmed Qim. 0f all of the days and nights that he had.

fgfeited to_sweet fellowship.

i A M o,

I wonder how it is with you = in sia}qw, in sun » in worky in play, in

- tears, in -j}&, in M, in cy’aee, in lifey in the hoWh. Have you

discovered the sense of full maaning, of such blessing, as this man has discovered.

S/ To know that Cod is their help and willing to guide. @_@yin Heaven bu

b .

i

a/ I
\I / /thee. And there is none upon the earth that I desire besides thee. God is the

"'y God, T ut my tru ord God. That I may declare all of his works,

strength of my heart and my fortune forever. I%ﬁg%gdraw near to

he concludes - the tremendous conviction.

praise, and in his thanksgiving. He is climbing to higher ground.

He is going gog é;g\; from a new gogg_essipn. He has God. His support is here.

Now i"ﬁsteég of gloom ar%g“gagpess, sickening feeling. He is jubilan; in his

‘ .
Why he has fonn_d_g;ﬂa.ce_,\xand what a wonderful thing that is. He@ need

T )
< tr,aqquilizinééill@to sleep at.night. use t ills for everything.
Wl in the mornimg. They have to have a pill in the ,-g;[‘ddlgof th

Y 3
day to keep them going. They take another pill t@g&m&%ﬂ&e. Another

pill to @ he eat Take another pill when the@g_‘t_:ig‘d. They have a pill

for everything. But peace is not found in this.

=

They

e



-

There was som%;iéﬁ)in this man's heart. The ﬁggpigg;ﬁgsgg}g_on the face of the

e —E——

earth are Cod's people. And it is reflected here in what the Psalmist had to say.

in the ciEywof Chesapeake and live as though

Andq;mﬁkan people

they are lost in a_gggﬁxi; And say that ﬁéﬁbdy loves them.

@ ou have.a_future. What is it going to bring to you. If you are a lost
person. You can expect exposure and fear. And if you die without Christ, you go
to the judgement bar of God. And Jesus describes it~§§_EE}};“ Now a Christian is
looking forward to something. And a Christian doesn't care whether he dies or

whether Jesus comes first. Either way it is going to be alright with him. Because

he is going to Heaven.

Whitti}: wEobe: =

S "“‘"“‘"_'m‘“" st

71’;now not where his island's lift

| Fonted palms in air

I only know I cannot ﬁ’riﬁ

Beyond his love and care.

Nothing can separate us from the love of God. This is Paul's triumphant message

e e — ——

in Roman's.

!/"-
Let me ask you personally today - whilé you are here in the sanctuary - this

matter couldjpg.gg_tled as the Psalmist settled his. {:} your soul torn with confusion.

A R A

od, Is your soul emﬁ%&g&red by pain and discouragement,

o/ e iy
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Would you today welcome this treatment. That God stands readg to g%%e. Why

not turn today in the sanctuary. th this holy place.

Why not come back and put yourself in the atmosphere and put yourself where God

can give you a clear picture of his loving heart.

You may be certain that here in this samctuary,(

Something happens.hexe. <££jlife is demanding more tham your weary soul can bear,

if you feel yourself crushed unda;,liﬁe&gﬁcrueligégmg, if self-pity, bittermess,

envy, reach for the control of your better self. Why not run eagerly unto him.

And find the thrill here - his voice will speak. Your problem can be spread out

Y

before him. And hear his blessed words -ﬁ%’grace is sufficient for tbee.} What

— y.

a blessed assurance dedicated to the worship of God.

The Psalmist settled it in the sanctuary.

PP e

Edﬂfz Canto

I read a story of who was in a large city and without warning,

N T
a thEific wind qgggg/ézept through the city streets. And there was a blinding

ith many other people, Mr. Cantor, found himself crouched in a huge

ay of a door leading to the(ggzzzﬁ) I think-his worda speak what we

are talking about. GEELe world today is going through something far more threatening
—~— - ——— — _ ﬁ-?

than a wind stoxrm. FEvery single one of us needs refuge of one kind or another.

o~
I know of,no better place jto go for i;,than a churchj The greatest calamity that
- V E—— '_-_"___—'—\——

can befql}_g*gfgg}e is the loss of religion. Don't let it happen here. Go to
F i — = =

churchr":»

—

In his sanctuary you will find %3d. You will be conscious of his deep interest

to you and your problems, and your faith. You will be thrilled again at the constant

mnraeornere Af Cod in vour 13fe. To. T am with vouu alwave. You will be 11ifted from
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your fears of doubt and envy. You will be strengthened by the assurance.

In your darkest hour you will feel as the Psalmist in V.| omeone guiding
and directing your steps. HOE_EEEﬁIEE_Eiﬁﬁ_JJELjFaY- No joy could ever be richer

than yours when you discover this assurance. Is not this the assurance that your
heart craves. Can you compare these treasures to all the world has to offer.

God wants to come and give you his blessing. And you will find then, with the

Psalmist, here in the sanctuary.



