h "SEVEN VIALS OR BOWLS OF GOD'S WRATH"

Rev. 16

INTRODUCTION:

Chap.tgr 16 presents a description Of‘WS-' It relates
to the pw/j; of the contents of the seven mwlsa As each bowl of God's

wrath is egptied, certain actions occur. The results of these reactions bear

a close ‘ressmmgci} to the opening of the seven seals and the sounding of the

seven t%g.

This is John's method of W by giving a W

However the previous visions of punishment for sin, were localized. There was
J - T ——

(Eope?for repentance. Some of the other plagues fell on grass, trees, sea, water,
—— SR — — /

yn, or a cloud of lic,ggt was used. But all of this isfrom the bowls
upon the heedless world,

The judgement of God is upon those who have tread under fog;_ the grace of

the son of God. Who have despised the bloP/d of the Covenant, and have said no to

the call of the Holy Spirit.

That is one law of God which is fearful to contemplate - when‘n grace

and mercy sends his an to die for us. And then to preach

to us. And, give us the Holy Sciiptures. And to plegd for men"to come to
repentance and faith, A‘&d’a_wi’%d dejected, unbeliever saz% go} I will not turn,

I will not accept. Every gracious deed of God is then turned into judgement.
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Before, we have had aof seven deli'berate things - seals have been

broken, tILITIg_g;S were blown, And in the King James version, there are seven angels

introduced here. As the first angel, the se£:97nd angel, They say that in the original
succession.

Tapid
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judgement finally comes - it comes, In a fu;y. There is no let up,

irst, second, third, etc. That is, when the

- this happened in

There have been gone DeQRdds who have called this chapter, a‘ faniﬁstic ¥i51oni )

It is so wi'g and it symbolizes the nggt of God executed. As it falls

on s‘i_n_f_u_%man, on the Roman Empire, on Babylgn. And it leaves everything in the

state of doom.
e

There are some(éimilaritieshthat we ought to think about between the trumpets

and these which were judgements to call for repentance - these bowls. In all hope,

repentance is past.

We could ffm(pare these very briefly if we had time. The in order
And the bowﬁ followed in the same order. Fij‘f% on the:% 7:7." 8:8.
Third, on the y 8:10-11, Fourth, on the 8:12, Fifth, @ut of the

abyss. 9:1-11. Sixth, the_’. 9:13-21. Seventh, the _—l9:15-18.

Now you can take thng;md they follow the same order -- the@. 16:2.

The’ V. 3. ‘Third, \’ 4-7. Fourth, the Sl 8-9. Fifth, the toonssel

the b?y - V. 10-11. Sixth, the % V. 12-16. Seventh, % V. 17-21.

It is remarkable how these things have@ that are all And they are
v



very much connected., As they are sent. In fast order,
——

Now, there is 1ing to notice in this chapter - we need to go back and

read thefften pi#gues in Egypt Because as God dealt
- = e X

with the e___Ph/aLQah_. et his people go - he will deal here in the pouring out

of the bowls of wrath.

First, there was the water made Jlgeds Ex. 7:20. Second, the E Chapter
8:5. Third, thegssigeém Chapter 8:16. Fourth, thomfisess Chapter 8:20, Fifth,
the%on the cattle. Chapter 9:3. Sixth, thewleM- Chapter 9:8. Seventh,
thegChapter 9:22, Eighth, the eme®%® Chapter 10:12. Ninth, thm

Chapter 10:21. Tenth, thﬂof the first born. Chapter 12:29,

Now if you were to tuleESHOSompuSPlaguss, g the next terrors of the seven

emmnpERg, - it would follow something like this.

First, the 9@ , Gige, and whoude Rev. 8:7.

Second, the mountains east into t‘ V. 8.

Third, the RECENGNOWBPEP™ . the waters. §:10.

Fourth, the”. 8:12,

Fifth, the sngipuueSFeESENNNp and the terrible locust. 9:1.
Sixth, the g! 9:13,

Seventh, the fw 115135,
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Now you can set the is chapter that we are in, and you will find

- the sorgs, the w, the rJiv;c;s, the}ug, the dark};, the

reat river, the air, and the hail. When you put all of these different lists together
g » the 2Ly, /1 you p

almost

- it is easy to see who many things they have in common. The hail, the darkmess, the

blood, and the water, the sword. And in this final series of terror, seems to

have Mthe horror and all the terror from all the stories of the
——————— -

wrath of God and llurled them on this i Which is doomed for disaster.

‘;__&A @comes from the temple. Then I heard a@from the temple

telling the seven angels - go and Ruui out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath

of God. That is the voice of God and he is dis;ﬁsging his messenger. The command

@r@from the ‘temple, that is, thew Arid this voice says pour

out. And these bowls are suggestive of Jeremiah's cup of God's wrath. Righteous

wrath - Chapter 25:15, In this verse, God commands the @aﬂgels to fulfill the

task. To @Mof the bowl upon the earth. Now this vision in many

ways has reference to the Egyptian plagues. And they are meant to be taken symbolically

- I think that is the that you@ take them. gSymbolically.y

arp—

Now let us note that these seien/ang%s as they pour out their bowls. We will

just take) them in or(’l/t‘a_r, as they come. Now, you will notice, that I could divide
this up into the physical realm. Where these bowls affect things, in the spiritual

realm. To follow the pattern in the chapter - we'll just take them one at a time.

L gr pner o

Poured out on the earth.&The first angel went and poured his bowl upon the
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earth. And fowl andw came up upon the men. Who bore the mark of the
\ _—

beast and they worshipped this image. Now this first one, is introduced here -

is the (imsshmgigee{ the Egyptian W@l Ex. 9:8-12. When themd,

the Jafietiang could not stand before Moses. In Egypt, the boils too, were a mark

of ive, dw. Deut. 28:27. So the

judgement of God was upon those who bore the

in the

it oSebliagg. Those who were given over to the consequences of the unGodliness. Now
this symbol commonly referred to bodily disease which is the outcome of sin. The
evil sore afflict those who give themselves to these practices. But they do not

affect other people.

He denotes that there was a ihmehbding - 3 hurtful.Sore, Whether it was

spiritual or mental - but it was disturbing.

I want you to notice that this was M M It was an over-

flow without any hold back of the measure - it was all empti/e(_i.

—_—

Now in the Old Testament, we find tha. Yent before Phagoab -and-sprinklodes
_#akgs before lleaven out of the furnace. And these to break forth upon

the peo and the beastsT  Now, @«e believe Exoq\uﬁ - we might as well believe

Revelation. The plague here referred too is an¢@vil)and a grieveous sore. And it

is something that we learn from Luke 16:20-21 - that@ying among the dogs on

the street was covered with these painful and incureakle boils or sores. But the

were waiting for him when he got to Heaven. @suffering is no doubt

and will be part of the anguish endured by men. Some of God's judgement may come

to you in this world. Wr more exceedingly

than some bodily affliction. And it could be called evil and a grieveous sore.
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A bad ulcer - an unhealthy thing. Discharging. That which is offensive.

And ;{erson'é b

and his worshippers. Those who

wer Will suffer under this judgement.

TR T e IR CR Ty

The second angel poured out his bowl upon the sea. And it became as the blood

of a dgagel@. And every living thing died.

Now this kind of corresponds to thw Ex., 7:14. The
15 of mankind - decg ng, g%glon, % pg, creatures in L@w And the

M. It loses its vital force and source for life.
7—

This is a larger part that is being judged now under the wrath of God. Th
became blood. Just like the And this yial or plague is a scene @

d It was a dead man it says. Here we have death in a real double sense.

First, the spiritual death. Eph. 2:5. And then, we have this second death -

of giving up on religion. Jugdmldmbiibtiitendgad, Every living soul died in

the sea.

. THE RI ) : 3

We read that this third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and fountain

of waters and it became blood. Now the pouring out of this bowl was something like

g Ex. 7:19. And it seems that in

And it seems that if you have ever been down to the Springs inEFlorida’ - you see a great
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volume of wonderful water. Where does this water come from. But here is an angel

that seems to be in charge of the waters, that sw Maybe that is
what has been taking place in this watii iﬂgataﬁs But I tell you, the angel has

certainly been doing his work in the past couple of weeks because we have plenty
m—— — T
of water now - and some to spare. Now this may seem hard, but this is an act for

the righteous judgement of God.

b @He talks about @:ést hgve been Brersec:utedl the Godly, and those

in V. 6 - he talks about those who have been responsible of the death of the saints

and of the prophets.

\ ﬁ lle talks about a coming from the very altar. And the Lord God
7

Almighty is true and righteous in his judgement. That is, his M
W Now they used to have an.. in which you pu__é&f

w@t on one side. And then you put a b other side and fill it up with

sugar - and you balance it. And when it was Rg , you had 5# of

sugar - equal to the 5# of weight. That _g#wo . And that is what( Joéﬁ)is saying

here about the judgement of (g hat this judgement is coming here - and it

expresses, it is coming from beneath and around the altar. That God's testimony

and judgement is judged worthy.

R 1 EQHRTH BOWE N& POURED OUT UP%'
And it was allowed to_s_cg:_:h_men with fire. And :i.nt says, nen were

scorched by the fw - they cursed the name of God who had power over these

plagues. And the last part of that verse says, and they did not repent and give him
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glory.

Now this plague comes under the plague in Ex, 10:21. The sun is employed as
an instrument of scorching heat. The sun which has such a blgssing - now has
become a curse. And@)itﬂhas spoken of the lw. And here the

S ——— .
darkness, the passion of evil will be dealt with by this power. One who has

rejected the light already has been judged. John 3:18. And 16:11.

And the great moral effect of this upon the worshippers of the beast is -
instead of repenting they blasphemed. They blamed God for their suffering. They
blamed God for their wickedness. And their unrepented heart is hardened in sin.

1

Against his righteous judgements. So they pervert God's revelation.

X/

And the ! with distress. Blasphemed the God of Heaven
in their disgiﬁgses and thﬁir ST and did not repent of their works. This is
something that is very E;ﬁgic. The beast of the Kingdom is darkened. And the

contents are poured out - and the This is

the ninth plague - Ex., 10:21. The SWJS very common in

literature. And this darkness symbolizes strife, confygjon, calamity, disorder,

i:::ﬁigf’ XE:EBP' And when men refuse light, they will die in a state of sin,

ignorance, and darkness.
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In thiverse, there isw in the stw

’{is/is very pwt}ling that is symbolized here. That
18 ﬁwow of the great distress - the intense agony of renorse. r_@- and
ytnw,g, they are set agalnst God in Heaven, and there is aé:ardnia

in their hearts.

Paul says

there is the formula xGod gave them upg/ They

were so hard against Heaven - they had chosen the ev115 and they were boun¥l to the

disastrous results.

Now this is a strange picture. It i

-@ that people‘ know ab’!ut God.

They have no doubt that Go (i . They in the events of history.
4
And they stﬂ' i their wa;. They do not give any attention to this appeal. Now,

I wonder whether we are very different. There are some people who do not doubt the

existence of God. We know that God is interested i world. And we know that God
<

has some laws for this universe. There is the goodness of God. But time and time

again, knowing all of this, we go our own way. The tragedy of life and the world is

éia“ in@do not knog God@knov&ng God, they st111 insist on gomg their own

way.

V. 12 - WE HAVE THE N _THE GREAT RIVER

It is called the Euahrates. When this bowl is poured out - there is included

' with it a vision. of mny Mhat is goinﬁ to coue from the same river, which is

dried up - to give them ¥ré&e passage. And to gg up as tl@and as the

And John pictures here that this great river is going to be the way that @ithe
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East might be prepared. And then he says, I saw three unclean SRadiah s » like frogs.
Upplises ot Sl ondedbak.  Combligeowh 0L the south of the diagon, ot of the

ymouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. . For they are
the spirit working, going forth as the ki is_earth, as they gather towards

Mhe great battle of the great day of God Almighty. V. 14,

Now, here is the nygherthEge - it is w— W Of
upgheaumess, as they come forth. And this is a sign of the wd. The

drying up of the waters. As hem Ex. 14:21. As he acted

£~ y R
at the /jo'riﬂ Josh. 3:17. And so he says, he has power to do this. Jer. 51:36,
Isa, 11:16. There was the famous incident i ajﬁm

Babylon. He actually did so by dridgel / phrates. The river flows right

When the Persian captured
——

through the center of Babylon. A ) ame, and they had their defenses, and
they were strong. DBut he had a hri ap. He put one section of his Army

iver. And in an engineering
fate, he tenw';_ly deflected the course of the river
meant, that buidt‘_‘t.)_yf_pdi_t, the IWopped. And Bz on_became a dry
road nd that was a natural defense had been destroyed. And so they entered

on the river bed and the city fell. History knew what the drying up of the river

t in { i . That here is - @ going to come, and God is going

\ E p ,f_\
] to dry up the Euphrates. And in V. 13 - there are gong to be M
There is the There is thw- @ There is the false

M- : 1gi And these enepies - these unclean spirits and enemies
are going to come forth and breed their @sbsimdiliucnces. They are going to be

meant. It was a way for invaders to come. Now that is that John wants

disrupting, their teaching of their anti-God influences upon men and on nations.
s ore-gue ANTIUBNESS

They are &@ And they are cow_i_th the plagues in Exodus. And they
are unclean animals. And you know they are famous for their empty, %
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And the sqund of a fm a. of f‘lE.ill_t_X and nW Who
can understand the croacking of a frog. It tho it. And

it is the power of darkness. And frogs come out of the mouth of the beast, the

dragon, and the false prophet. And this dragon, identified with Satan - the Devil,

and the beast identifiedwith the world power - the Roman Empire; And the false

prophet coming on the scene as the fa{fe/rleLi_ginn and those who divert the faith.

The Christian church has been warned about the false Christ and the false prophets.
gl

And telling us that they would arise and they would work impressive signs. And

they would deceive and delude many people. Mark 13:22,

e

/—“\ R
T,rue)rel_ilg;pp_has no worse enemy - and really, Satan has no better ali than
—————— - ——— = —

for a false religion or a false grthet to arise.

There are always people who would come and want you to worship some other God.

eally says - that the Greek says here, I fa

dragon, he takes the position that the fgges were vomited ﬁ Now, Profess’
says he thinks that they wm. These three were called up. But they

are called spirits of demons. And they are sent out by And they

are going to fulfill their task. And they are going to for battle

in a place CWH. Of course, the battle, will not be fought until chapter 19.
ol

,L‘ In V( 16 -} he says they will be gathered together in thf the earth at

A;_mageddon. Now this is the final day of the Lord God almighty.

The @wbou‘c that war is revealed in the Bible by all of the enemies.
faidis ol 02 T o
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All thend leaders are going to be w They are all there.
NOWM But in this sixth vial that is poured out - we find that
> LXth vial

part of it is going to be brought about by the mouth of the dragon, and the mouth of

the beast, and the_ mouth of the false prophet, They are going to go out and gather

them for battlews Eoinﬁ to Hiiﬂi iha”i the battle.

an evil spirit said, I wil lyin Y M

So Ahab was persuaded to

') ber th "E!Es I Ki 22. Ahab i i to be slaj

ou remenber the story ofNJhab glnﬁs i ab is going up to be slain.
How is he going i i i i
D7 el QUL -
go up to Ramoth Gilead by the spirit of evil. And of lying that he was slain. Now

that kind of thing is going to happen, God says, in this last great battle. The

evil spirit is going to pemsmmde those ax@iftg/g together in Palestine where that final

battle, Armageddon is to be fought.

’I’hwems literally mountain or h@ It is at the

foot of Mt. Cafmel and there lies the claim of Megiddo, the v of Esdraelon.

This was the scene oftruggle with the prophets of Baal. I Kings 18:20.
— -

This level piece of ground is the entrance to the high country. And has been the
T

gathering place for many battles,
The Cain"united kings were defeated by W- Judges 5:19.

This was the place wht:z:@ king of Judah was slain, 2 Kings 9:27,

amn
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It is referred to Zach. 12:11, As a place of mourning and sorrow.

2 Kings 23:29 - It was the place where the overthrow andM

took place.

John uses this name as the Spirit gives it to him - as he expresses a truth

that is(::\

is

the world that

1S RRlllSl? - M Y lkledkinbkaiRgge - But this 1s

the general area where the struggle is to take place. And these unclean spirits go
=

out - and they stir up the kings of the earth for battle, in the final conflict, as
~

we find in Psalm 2:2 - where the kings of the earth and the rulers consent in council.

Against the Lord and against his anointed. So we have a battle that is forecast.

And this is going to be the battleground.

Now this is grange - it is Wo the mind and to interpreters of the

Scriptures. This Wes - and the hostile

powers of this world., VWhere many famous battles have been fought.

There is a couple of thipgseshat we need to @.ere - the Em

up, the great river was t to Israel. Both because of its difficulty

in passage, and because it had been placed in the wilderness - between the upper

northern part and the so-called Babylon country,

LE was nearly

000 miges long, g
——— Mg hnd g

Come ¢
Ut of the mountain anpg flowed first
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toward Palestine to within less of a 100 miles to the Mediterranean Sea and turns

south east at the Persian Gulf. It flﬂgd throuEh old Babxlgn. And it was@
in or outside of the @iiﬂ Edﬁﬂ - ﬁeni 25 l'w_ And

here again, where human sWt - w-

we find in V, 13 - that there were four)great angels that were standing by this

river bound., And they were going to be let loose with judgement on the world.

Now, people can have a way with the great throngs of people from the west and east.
China, into Japan, and they could all travel. And they could come on horseback
and on foot. They could bring their mi;iﬁg;x_might - and then that would open

the way to Palestine.,

You know there have been people who have said that the foot soldler_uggif\soon

be done away with., I read an interesting story once, where x;____é__Efffﬂgll/ said,

flight on a plane - and he happened to be seated by a five-star general. And he

was 2 man who was chief of staff at the Pentegon. And he said he learned some things
et

from that man while they were traveling together. The man told him about his children

and grandchildren. About his son being a test pilot, and the tragedy of being

killed. How the General is raising the little grandchildren. And he told him that

living in the world of jet planes, atom bombs, and etc. But he says, do not believe

that the foot soldier, the Army will ever be out of date. He will always be used.

You know the Bible speaks of armies here. And Dr. Criswell asked the man the question,
do you think that the foot soldier will ever be used again in battle. And his reply
was, well, in atom warfare - whatever it is. 1I'll give you some reasoms. Whenever

Vwe !conguor a count'g/x ; SoRe

That means, you must havegSoldiers.

and to guide it.

; : -
I1f we are victorious - and we are going to occupy

somebody's land, theySecondthing he says here is - the biggest reason you need an
army 1is this - we

warfare - you can drop something and kill maybe 10 soldiers or 10 people. Or 50,

but he says, the only way to do it - is to get a concentration of the enemy in one place.
i > e e
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And then you can be effective.

I read that story - and then I thought of Armagedg}_. Why are these vast

armies in Palestine. Why does it happen that the great leaders - this awesome

thing is going to happe And th is going to b i - flowing,
g is going happen. flowing,

a river of blood. And I saw the unclean spirit, and I went forth - and they

gathered them for battle.

~

]ﬁ) V{15 right in the middle of this appeal of Christ, do you see it. Behold,

Here he says, to the Christian, to the {fm, to you - main

thing -fvatchfulne9 If any man will hear my voice, and lay his heart open to it,

and listen to it. VWhen the people of this world and the spirits of darkness - he

says behold I will come as a thief. Blessed is he that is ready.

Vii. V. 17\- THE BOWL IS POURED

I want to ask you a question - how long can a man liveth without air.

—
l7' i@: He poured out his contents on the prince of the power of the air.
Eph. 2:2. The gvi irits have a bowed in atmosphere - they are invisible., Satan
is upon us with an evil spirit. And he 1§_W_ He is everywhere. And he

attacks us. And this last bowl of wrath is set against the air.

’q V /EuwenwEstlsngey since man had been placed on the face of the earth
happened. And‘is able to stand such a judgement.
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Babylon - the great Godless power - is overthrown.
_—— There is nothing in this world that is fixed. We discover here that
4

even the W And are separated from the mainWt. Every

thing has been dealt with through this mighty earthquake. There has been a leveling

of everything. The mills of God may grind slowly. But in the end - there is no
—

escape for sin.

\ @The judgement is complete. As we discover something here that happens

that has - he says tha* Every about the weight of a@

well, he concludes with some great hail stones, It says, in the best interpreters

that these weighed fromM And the judgement just gets terrible. Hail
_— 7

is often mentioned as judgement, in the Bible.

We find in in Constantinople in October, they had a hail storm in which

the ston ere picked up a half an hour later. Which some of them weighed about
But it destroyed all the crops. Killed several people. And wounded,
—_—mm——

and was an awful thing in breaking up the tiles on the roofs.,

What would it have been like if there had been hail stones 100t imes larger.

Than actually descended - do you not think men would turn to God. No, they just

blaspheme God more. Is this not a picture of the world today. Oppressed, enchained

in slavery. D 1ow cNO. GRSl S LSIER 0T
@-:Lv,al or reBentance. Or turning in this deprieved world. There is no cry for
[

have mercy upon us, oh God. That is why the preaching of the Gospel and the invitation
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