
 

President Donald J. Trump and First Lady Melania Trump disembark Marine One upon their 

arrival Thursday, Dec. 31, 2020, on the South Lawn of the White House. (Official White House 

photo by Joyce N. Boghosian) 

Time magazine: Shadow 'cabal' secured Joe 

Biden's victory 

A massive, coordinated effort by the left that pushed mail-in voting and other measures that have 

become associated with claims by the right of election fraud is the subject of an in-depth report 

published by Time magazine. 

Time’s Molly Ball describes it as a “conspiracy” between “left-wing activists and business titans. 

But she insists the objective of the “extraordinary shadow effort” was only to “protect” the 2020 

presidential election from anticipated claims of fraud by Trump. 

In “The Secret History of the Shadow Campaign That Saved the 2020 Election,” she writes that 

the “handshake between business and labor was just one component of a vast, cross-partisan 

campaign to protect the election – an extraordinary shadow effort dedicated not to winning the 

vote but to ensuring it would be free and fair, credible and uncorrupted.” 

Ball writes that the effort “touched every aspect of the election”: 

• “They got states to change voting systems and laws and helped secure hundreds of 

millions in public and private funding. 
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• “They fended off voter-suppression lawsuits, recruited armies of poll workers and got 

millions of people to vote by mail for the first time. 

• “They successfully pressured social media companies to take a harder line against 

disinformation and used data-driven strategies to fight viral smears. 

• “They executed national public-awareness campaigns that helped Americans understand 

how the vote count would unfold over days or weeks, preventing Trump’s conspiracy 

theories and false claims of victory from getting more traction. 

• “After Election Day, they monitored every pressure point to ensure that Trump could not 

overturn the result.” 

Time says the participants want “the secret history of the 2020 election told,” even though “it 

sounds like a paranoid fever dream – a well-funded cabal of powerful people, ranging across 

industries and ideologies, working together behind the scenes to influence perceptions, change 

rules and laws, steer media coverage and control the flow of information.” 

The participants insisted they were not “rigging the election; they were fortifying it.” 

“And they believe the public needs to understand the system’s fragility in order to ensure that 

democracy in America endures,” Ball writes. 

Leader of the pack 

The leader of the “democracy campaigners” was Mike Podhorzer, a senior adviser to the 

president of the powerful AFL-CIO labor union, which endorsed Joe Biden. 

Podhorzer worked his network of progressive contacts in the labor movement along with 

institutional giants such as Planned Parenthood and Greenpeace, resistance groups such as 

Indivisible and MoveOn, tech experts, donors, foundations, grassroots organizers and racial-

justice activists. 

Significantly, the coalition pushed Congress to fund vote-by-mail and persuaded Facebook CEO 

Mark Zuckerberg to contribute $400 million to “election administration funding.” WND reported 

Zuckerberg targeted Democratic strongholds such as Detroit and Atlanta in key swing states, 

“causing havoc, confusion and lawlessness” that tipped the outcome in Joe Biden’s favor, 

contends a report by the Amistad Project of the Thomas More Society. 

Ball writes that the coalition used a “nameless, secret project” to combat “disinformation” on 

social media. It sought to “pressure platforms to enforce their rules, both by removing content or 

accounts that spread disinformation.” 

Certainly, social-media censorship of President Trump and conservative voices became a major 

issue in the 2020 campaign and its aftermath. Twitter’s suppression of bombshell New York 

Times stories revealing evidence that Joe Biden personally profited from his son Hunter’s 

influence-peddling possibly affected the outcome of the election, according to a survey. 

https://www.wnd.com/2020/12/4878072/


Time’s Ball writes that the shadow campaign also worked “to harness” for the election the 

“momentum” from the violent reaction to the death of George Floyd “without allowing it to be 

co-opted by politicians.” 

She says the U.S. Chamber of Commerce joined in an unlikely alliance with the AFL-CIO and 

some Republicans to thwart claims by Trump of election fraud. And the coalition engaged in a 

behind-the-scenes effort to mobilize unrest on the streets if Trump were to win. 
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