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We look at the family life and the demsnd from ],yg as
—————
we think of them, material ;hj!ggs are necessary and let us

look into this idea that we have before us.

/ First! the claims of‘friendingz;- Here is & m
man dnd he's about go E_etirg to rest with his household, He's

had his@ast mea})and they have consumed the stock of food
— -
N v" ¥a o)

which this humble hoie contained, When, lo, to

a frjend arrives after a long journey, hungry as well as

weary, He quickly decides, having most probably arranged for

the waghﬁ' of hi ) )

darkmess and seeks the door of a friend and stends at that.

he passed out into the

door and knocks to see if he cannot secure. some food for that
friend,

4% I suppose if we really boiled the matter down, that we

probably have flew friends. w Friends

that wmudst you would Wt. That
is to say, after everyone is in beg. you gustw_and say
here we are, we'lre % gLy, we have no fgod and we've-come to
visit _you. frie

you in just,such g visit?

Now Jesus has'a way of hegoninig idepbified with the

éeariness of lii‘e)f We look at him and many times in the face

of those in distress,

do you have that would welcome

We can almost see him laying his hand

'//‘/ ; y %
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SHAMELESS FRAYER
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There are w@that have been fastened to this

story but every little point is important, And we want to

. Luke 11:1-13

~ congider this passage of Scripture in the simplest way that

I know how and can possibly present it to you.
¢Qur Lordy here, is praying in a certain place in verse
S ——
1. It was probably in his@mmgh_gs) The Scripture

often soid He withdrew into the wilderness and prayed; he

went out into a mountzin to pray and continued all night in
L P

prayer; he was alone in prayer, went up into a mountain to

pray and as he prayed, was transfigured and here he was
praying in a certain place.

The D&Mor Prayer, and they applied to

him for direction and they said unto him, "Lord! teach us_

pray." Th ted estly to be able to pr
to e;rf:ovee earnestly to be able opa,yas he
prayed, We see that their directed and when

he ceased inferred that they did not d b him when he was

in prayer. We know that everythi is beautiful in its

season and they said, "Lord

TRy Wax EMT they MW

pray IW And wnder that when he ceased, they

came w1th Qear-filled ﬂ‘gékaxing, 'LQES' teach us to pray."
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Here is a_need of prayer. All men pray in the way of wishiri'g
or(ZearnestH gg;ng) We égx@ never learned to Eray, if we

have not learned to speak Pwyﬂd- The
cg is the negg of 3@ a_g;l of a man, We need a greater than

human help. Divine power and compassion which are the counter-

parts of human weakness and need.

us in the way of
Gode His wh_q]&i?.’ﬁg was filled with the atmosphere of prayers
He constantly bregihed the brgath of heaven. And we see in
his life,there in the garden, in his ci‘ega»t.h, in his r;;r,g;rrection,

that he who had spent whole nights

——

r had too much to

do to be in a hurry to neglect this fellowship and communion

with Gods He teaches us to pray. This gives us insight into
the poverty of our own nature,
Their request was ‘that the Lord might teach them how

to prays  For it is s hard thing to pray well and Jesus is the

best teacher and the Holy Spirit will help us,

' l

He' took care %o instruct his disciples in the |
\

|

necessary duties,

were more filled up with petitions and requests. This disciple ‘

needed not to have urged John's example.

John faugh®t his disciples such prayers as

Christ was more

than ready to teach than ever John the Baptist.

. Much the same as he had

given them in the Ser the Mount, His instruction here

was full and he How to pray for

s let us have bread tg‘g for today, and tgngn'ow

And thus he indicated they were to be in

ght them how to pray.

dai

for tomorrow.

continual dependance upon him.

He said when you pray 1ta_a.&qmn1m_nﬁxnmbaa:;) the

ou_r__mgecr. Its a matter of santificgtion
It's a matter of subjegtion —- thy.

It's a matter of consecration -- thy will be

matter of sonship ==
i g

hallowed be thy name.

kingdom come.

done. It's a2 matter of brotherly love —- and forgive us as

we forgive every one.

There areésig Eetitioﬁf_fgge. There are three that.are
the fulfillment of God's purposes and three for our own mg.

And the petitions for our own needs comes second and Jesus
said, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God." These verses of

scripture might be divided up into several different ways for

parable, vre enjoined by diredt command to pray,
in \@w_e're enjoined by the promise of rewgrd, and in
o .

The teaching of th@ is that of an earthly story
%\

| with a heavenly meaning,
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He is a patient God and although his children go along for
years without cal.ling on his name, when they do seek him in
trouble and .call upon him, he reaches down the helping hand
and delivers them,

But thou w

closet and when thou hast shut

L prayest, enter into thy
the door, pray to ‘thy Father
which is in secret and thy Father which seebh in secret shall
reward thee openly." Many of us have done that. We have Had

the, mxperience ofé;axing in secretland later having the

answer come to us in a gloréous Way so that all the world will

into & strong Christian man, Thers is a secretw
because she knows that God is keeping his promise, "I have
prayed for,certzin people to be saved, they never knew that I

was praying, but God heard the prayer,

Ma tthew xl9 8y unto you, that if two of you
shall ragree on earth as .touching anything that shall ask, it
shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven," I
believe this is God's most wonderful promise in ,prayer,

Mngs whatsoever ye shall ask

in prayer, believing, ye_shall receive," He is here saying

j @etthew 21522y

that we are to have faith in our preyers and if we belive our

prayer is vain, it will be so. An éld woman™eead this oromise

points out in this parable.

R —————
s

L]

: oﬁﬂ who 48in need, And thus here is a need that Jesus

This friend has arrived, everyone

b hi Ees on the cig im of fFlendﬁR'E : b

the em an Now this man whose friend

people,
W We have nothing t% Well it is just representativ
as to how they think about social entertainment,

But when(d man Jalks into the pant asw

v

and lookg/a round on the '!_lg’,l!’! and says, Lt g _ouplv. you
may _De assuped that there_is_pothing there, For a man does

not look at things as a woman,
Now this men was not as sounding brass. He had love
for his friend and he was not particularly embarassed because

he needed help, And prayer is an expression of our deepest

n_£~_4!s_7 Fn e

-lhe midnight iourney; i ﬁ 4 31 end arrived Sl

this man, host, went out on a midnight journey. He made thia
-—-—77.

journey in spite of the darkgess about him, which causes us
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to think about prayer and the wonderf{g@ "Jhat a Frieg m ye-abide in me and my words abide in you,

ge Have in '.'.]Wl

The deep experiences of prayer, perhaps, sometimes are p
in the dargés Now this man_goes oua, there were no stread
lights to light his way, and it was at the midnight hour, when

he went out on this journsy. Many times we have to go out

on apAmidnight j in prayer)when things look pretty dark

1

and dim, we often k in prayer. As I said in the beginning,

every point in this story has some glqr'il.‘us truth if we might

but discover it. And I think ‘that we do not do an injustice

by bringing out his ideas. For many people in the depths of
the midnight ngg; have gone on the joufnery of prayer,

/ the closed lgoar.] Now the door was shuk, was

closed mat on which he was ‘W. And he was knocking
upon this door that had already been 1ocked and many of us
would have not beenéa occupied that we'd gone TH.7 But this
points out enother factor in prayér. That we are not to be
so occupied and not so busy but what we can pray.

Here is snother things that is suggested, God.welcomes-

He welcomes the last minute prayer.

Thits this man Knocks on this door through his prayer and

persistence. God always answers grgfer. And ‘God keeps his

word about ite We are instructed to pray.

yve shall ask what ye will and it will be done unto you,"

He means hepe that if we live as he wants us to do, and if

we try to carry out his will in our lives, we can ask anything
of him and i% shall be given unto us. '

=5
» @ e awgy now, for several years

es have been able to ask him for the things they

his diseip
necdsd buy now he is no longer to be present, in the flesh,

He said, ye-shall ask anything in my name, I will do it."

But someone said, It is not go for if it were so, I could ask

for r_:';_g_i_l__ef- and I know that God woulc} not give me wealth if.I
simply prayed for it. But if we prayed in his mame we would
not be foolish enough to ask for foolish things. ‘
hand I will answer thee; shew
thee preet and mighty things which thou knowest ‘not." There
are many things which we believe are beyond the realm of
possibility. But God is telling us here that even the
seemingly impossible things can be done, God gives us widdom
to do diffiewdt tasks.

// (Psalm 50:15) "Cgll upon me &9 the day of trouble and I

will deliver thee; and thou shalt ghborify me." We ought not

to wait until we are in trouble to call upon God. ' Yet God

is telling us here that he will answer us in the time of need.
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The word importunity as we have stated means

shameless-
It is a curious word to be used about prayer, -

ness.,,

The lack of the sense of shame on the part of this man,

This man is now aware of his own_embarassment, The

Md been hiden and does not matter if the

children are awskened. It does not matser if t'h:ls

ust

have to get up bmb, here is the challenge, the shamelessness

of prayer, In fact,h#'belived that this man would get up

and( fill his baskets kvill n and €ggs and send him on

Q_i% This was the privilege of hbspitality. To come to

the source of supply.

/
Gihatihsde him not & shamed?
his friend's ability’ to crant jt;

‘@0: g _doubt/o

he is askin thing
unwor thy then ngggelf will prevent his figénd listenihg to
him, .

Now such shame'

God'_p_;owe s OF Jﬂumw.mw
not to have, or iﬁm_&al.nmm.m%gass, this will

bar us' from his bounty.

How can we pray earnestly?

sme_h_n.@&hmm—{

-~ b 4 R e T

T. en_prayels he also read that mountains could be-meved by

faith, Shmgi.pno night that a ceptain mountain would

The next
morning she locked out and exclaimed, "Well, it's just as I
expegtad, the mountain is still there,!" This is not the
attitude that we should have. Our prayer nust be backed up
with faith,

//Anq it shall come to pass that before

——————.
e —————

And while they are yet speaking

be removed out of Ats place away from her home,

they call, I will ansver,

I will hear," God knows our needs before we call on him,

He prepares the answer before we pray. Nes, I know that God
answers prayer. He says that he will and he always keeps
his promisd,

.

Though the door was closed, this man continued to knocks

Fi§§ EJ here is a generﬁw There was & generous
He said friend éeng%z Lend me for w

It's like a

supply s

You know this is what we do in prayer also.

fully charge That of prayer is, and this man was
praying for Kpee loaves:\ And here was a geperous Supplye—.

This man's

get up how.," He said, "I'd just
hold,"

Now it*s not much trouble to get up to answer this man's
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needs. ‘ ‘ .
God is not going to get up and give on our merit or our

ratings And in‘other words, I believe God would remove sll

false motives,

And this man answered this because of his

/ iSmth,' the shamelessness in‘grazer.t Let us take now
the words - ortunity - because that's exactly what we
discover when we dig ito the meaning of the word importunity.

We find that this word

—shamel

Suppose a man upon 2

-~

om a neighbor a%’ an unreasonable and

goes* to borrow a

=

loaf or tw

unsea ty, not for himself but for his friend,

Well, his naighbor would be slow fo accomodate him for he has

awaken him with his knocking, the door is shut and locked, the

children are-ssdesp in bed and'if he would make noise, he
would disturb everyone. His servants could not bear his call,
but his friend continues to knock. The Bible ssys, he will

arise+and give him,

we must come to God
pd, as this man

goes to his neighbor or friend's house that he has a need.

i *’?':7;‘.‘5”»’3..‘:2‘; z &@«%« -A.,y:a,izi-; Toa as M‘

b = g

ray for as well as for ourselves, This
men did not come for bread for himself but for 'his friends,

Thus we must include cher people in our prayers.

but bhis man

see where God's providence sometimes may lead us into a

position that will challenge us to prayer.
eme 0 That this man had a

need and he had to gsh Eor that peed; had to wgr it; and

he had to sggk the heavenly father, It means that in offering

our request to God for things that aren't needful,
— ¢

Here is thefsi

——

given you, This is the way ae

his ery. And the more we are conformed to the image of Christ
the nearer we are to the presence of our God,
The child asksj; #hat did he ﬂl_g_j_gu_hmw Will you give

him a serpaphk? In your crisis will you deny him? If earthly

parents be willing-te lay out for the education of their
children to whom they design to leave their dstates, much
more Wwill your hesvenly father give the spirit to those that

have an inheritance with him,
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W ought to have thedizsat convictiodthat God is abls

t And what we desire is in accordance

. with his will; and thet our very unworthiness should be

claimed in the merey of Christ. Here is a sense of shameless-

' ness in persistency, a sense that will not stop us from praying

\
]

unto God,

: meﬂy before his death, said ®h no, my dear,

it de o pravs %o pray as Qod would have ys. This is what at
, times m;gl me tgrg ESE ;g my_goul. Believe me, tg pray with

all vour heart apd sirgngth , with the reason and will, to
be vid ik to_your voice through

Chrigt, and verily do the things he please thereupoh, This is

the lagst, the greatest evement of 8

opgalhs Teach us to pray, O Lord."

adds, That&*‘-burst into g _floox s and hggged him
to pray for hw. 0 what a sight was that, he said.
Thus from this parable we have .a truth, sever?l ths V':’?

tha%mghz € 3 cke% us in %ﬁ ma tter of prayer,
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