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Work is not presented in the Bible as an unpleas’ :
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congidered as a natural resng&gag of a human bal%g in the world in which he
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lives. There ara(thlnggﬁtuat muat be done. uougwﬁgng moved, ca%l mined,

somewhat -

s the ground for thy sake. Thorns also, and thistles shall it also bring
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forth. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy bread. But it is a painful

necessityw
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From the Biblical point of view

A
o

& - .
o e one of us -~ Thef{l commandments, as we call them. Six/days sh%%§ thou labor

-
. work is a Egrﬁ of God's plan. Tor gvery
‘. T / #

and do all of thy-work. Ex. Aﬁ 4 It must still be admitted, the fact, that

everybody must work is taken for granted.
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is note worthy in that(Pauliput it in a blunt
when we were with you, this we commanded you.

doh@@ats Paul seems to have been

saying, for you know, that we have been with you quite awhile. And it would
N

meals from anynn@gﬁéﬁs toiled hard at our trade. We worked night and day, so
ot

that we would not be a burden to you. 2 Thess. 3:7-8.
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Jesus had something to say about this. T must work the works of him that

sent me., While it is day, the night cometh when no man can work. Johm 9:3. . S5 007

B
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Jesus made it clear in severaiz;grable}@ That men ought to be workers.

e e e

He struggles, and with the help of others, he

place.

-
He strdings some wires and fizes them in place.
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And whiié he is probably wondering how thina?ll 'Sﬁ}can get anywhere or do any

good - though his job is no sooner done than a worried

to the bedside of a very sick child. Because she’éan speed her call along the

wire, the weary workman has just putkupg“ﬁhe Doctor can become useful. We are

e

/o , N wan's work e f a lar
4da11 dependent upon one anotherf Although Gﬁimﬁﬁﬁmimﬁﬁ;? may be far more spectacu

; , 7
~- and it may be far more useful, but who can say that it is more impmrtaa%,
-
There is a fundamental principle in the~d d Testamen As his part is, that

goeth dOWﬁ_&Qwhaﬁiﬁ%J so shall his part be that terriethobv the stuff. They shall
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avi&}feminde& his sq&ﬁi&fgmthat those who cared for
the ba%gage,“thQS@ who héipad with the supplies, those who béﬁ}la - all should
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share equally in the results.
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it was<§;a,thihgmg
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that wzmkan Nor do we

produce the raw hmaterial with which we work. 3But f§>do produce our labor.
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the sense that his work has been done, and it is something of beauty, and something

useable, But it did not exist apart from his devoted labor.
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Hence, we think of the unpleasant tasks, and the work that we have. And the

occupation that we are involved in in this world. To build a better world.

worked on shoes as a cobbler,

i

John unyaﬁ*fende@_ggggwand Pans.
Other people may sell clothes. Or work in an Eﬁiigg, Whatever else, a man's work
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in life may be, a real part of it -~ if he is a Christian will be service to Christ.

How our{gggg}differsa And we have different occupations to work on. DBut the
N ya
truth that we have here 1s about the
o

individual will not wafE://m

person becomes a deadly sin when an
jod

xathﬁul
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says this tends to

i
lessen your endurance, At that point, a qtudent who was rather smart, interrupted
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him, - in other woxds, the more one s;ts -~ the 1eas one can btand
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We must know that we are in an world“ﬁnd thaﬂfggzhave Lo work and

to carry on - maybe sometimes difficult tasks that are out here before us.



N

P DU A )
A ) .S g/ . /‘ Loprpp i 4 . . y ;
Vh gk, A e C L e

J Qg R A wf "’fﬁm Ay "'f

P B . !

z%"{ff é\ﬁ@” i}f“ﬁ ¥ %i‘, w:?’%;éf;ﬂ “’"La;h‘bé- Lt ﬁﬂ‘ %’ﬁw{;&“

- Vo ,,ww G H

P vﬁommj ,?%s w% Fueg v
7

z

o S8y
¢

%x

&

J—

at some of the *ra~zg that we flnd

of Proverbs wzil help us to understand

mwwm 2 - S S
)‘"-v

by the people in clargé%%%ggfre were several{hundr d”g;xla,ln a departmeut on
. ;
the top floor. So Mr. Ford hadﬁﬁﬂigrg

and do something about it. ng

ey

The huge tree remained in the h%ﬁiway for several weeks. Hundr§§%y0f

people, including several foreman, had to walk around it. Or remove it. They

s

all assumed it was somebody else's businéss. (gggya one of them took the
/’;W

responsibility of reporting it. They allipassed the bu

oh well - it looks-erazy, but who am I to report it. It isn't my business

After a few weeks,

/,Ot

arge of the plantﬁ It was just an eccentric

e

of them and(pup) his son

manufacturers way of saving = I am going to test you out, and see if anybody is

on the job doing his work., There are all sorts of pitfalls, and they are like

trees when it comes to the matter of thl sin thathe are talking about this

morning. There is first of all, slavery, squanderx, utrlkar, ao:m:ow9 and a

(« solution.
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- slave., The diligent

erome;oncggsaid, I like work - it fascinates me. T can sit and

says and teaches us that the

Now, the writer of Proverbs

going to lead us to slavery. As one

1

look at 1t for ncruw::b,g

sin of slothfulness is something that is

scholar defined it - it breaks down the interesting things that are worthy of man'

As the initial step.

—

To tneae things, there has to develop indifference.
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endeavor,
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ey VWhat happens to man is, that he becomes| o the higher intg%ggts in
%ayﬁ of this man. That

every day life. It is like a.slave - as Provggp

2 a }azlnebs endsﬂln_a de

If a lazy man pets to the place where he makes all kinds off;xcuagg and he

s
says, there is e“lioé}ﬁutside, I can't go_out and go to work. While I'11 be
‘ — 7

destroyed if I should attempt to go out.

rr
he Effemphasizes this fact., The sluggard géxgmggme beast

—
There is a lion outside. The door turns on its hinges,

is
Deep in the dlsh,

o

the 1 1 d his hands.
e lazy man X92§MWN§MMﬁ?

and the lazy man upon his back,
i

The lazy man imagines he is wiser.

It tires him even to 11£t it to his 1lpu@

Than a dozen men who argue ably.
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onn a hinge, and does not accomplish anything.

What a pilcture of a man becoming a slﬁye@ He turns upon hidfﬁe s 11ke aﬁiiif\

eat even as he should. }e/g;pnc 1ift his hand to his_mouth.

S

of slavery.

i

He is so simple, that he will not

So here is something

) 4 b %’ﬁﬂe’f
What he is saying is — here is a man who begins the(fixsf volume of some
N — P

and before he is half way through - he gets tired. And he never finishes.

o

Or, he joins somg

lecturerforce ~ and he is going to really prove himself,

but after he has heard halfﬁé% one lecture - he gets tirad and he gives up.

consider this sort of thing.

v

of a

1)

too demanding for him. But his hands are expectantly rg£§§%ﬁe

But

4

Here is an individual who sets out to keep diarx

i

, he gets on a certain path of life and 1e<E£E;;\up on it,
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And just a Iittle while; that record

And they are going to

forgotten.

Who has thewgé%%ityg the ﬁgﬁ%ﬁg@&, and the skill &o do.

ssloemim

It is a little bit

Here is someone else who goes into industry as anfappr nti;;}5 Well, despite

the superior advantages that he knows about, he works at it, and then he loses his

I Mwm,u’wms.
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now.

s g .
eagerness after a few days. Ee(éé% t “see what is going to happen 40 years from
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It will take him maybe three vears to learn what he is going tcﬁuséiaver
7 T

his lifetime. But he is not willing to give up these couple of years to do this

and he becomes what we call a slave to that.

on to action or labor. It is a sluggishness,

It is an idlen S8 -
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0f course, we know that this is true in the spiritual sense. There is a lot

of apé;hy, inact}%}ty in what we should practice. The Bible has a grgat deal to
o e -
say about this damming sin of slothfulness. In fact, thef

full of this. As I have just indicated. It is spoken of as marn

who suffers hunger and he is too much bound by it that he v ey
himself., And that his hands refusgmta lgbor - because he says, there is some lion ~

P [e——
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outside in the street that may harm me.

Yow the Bible says that this is a negative kind of life. And it is one that
PO
is unworthy of following Jesus Christ. It is a sin against yourself. Slothfulness

is a destroyer of every opportunity, and murders souls.

T

We wmight de on the ocean. That goes with the

current and with the tide. It is effortless, and it is heedless, and apparently
w e .

7

helpless. It becomes diélavgwof all the currents Sometimes it is an easy way,

maybe a popular way, eor a E£3§§WWﬁy, it is the way of the ai;yd» It takes no effort.
- ; - .
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And no strength ~ and no manhood. To drift on down 5;;%ﬁm;like a piece of
e

B

driftwood in slothfulness which goes on ultimately til destruction.

ar—

Many a man or person has lost his 1life because of a bad driver. UHe goes to

sleep. Many people are fighting losing battles spiritually,. ot because they

are really bad - but because they are spiritually slothful.

i

They are drowsie.

1lbssays, awake, thou_that Sl@@?ﬁ;ha And arise from the dead, Christ will
s o

give Thee light. Many people have lost their health and their 1life because they

abuse theilr body with sin.

How, slothfulness, really reaps an annual harvest of souls on the highways

and other places. Because of slavery to this sin - and it becomes a sin of

omission, by individuals.

This too, is anopégg.trait f this sin. In the (18¢

R

. 'ef}an‘ the 9th
| Jﬁ%gg. “jand the Jth

verse - we read about & man slack in his workjis as bad as a waster. So he
S =

is described as a man who omits things. And he becomes a squander of that which

qates——

is good.

o, ot himself. A diligent

man is a rare treasure he says. DBut the R}gg Jame%}versi&n of that, I like

S A o

better than Moffett., ¥For he says that tﬁgfééathful man roasth not = t@ggwgh;gh
i 5 i

he took in hunting., Here is a man who gggg@%ﬁﬁglnga And he is %Sé%g%y, and so

ot «/;M
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slothful, that he will not prepare the game that he has taken., He is just either
: W

the author means -~ he is either EEQ,;@&EaEP go on the'%%;tg or 1f he does go - he

is too lazy then to prepare it and Look it for hi gw%igl Hence, he becomes a

A
squande£> a waster,
\...../"‘" o " 3
—

P

" Fcc. LU 18

RN Y— e

Puts it in these words. ééoth makes the rafters sinl When

&

hands are slack = the raof will leak. Because of a man's slothfulness ~ it pays

Ve
to repair his roof. The roof ultimately leaks - and tbﬁxxé%iggﬁhnAand the building

falls in. So it aquandels the whole building. So here 1s a squander.
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but of his judgement of the slotﬂgglvggxxantq The judgement for dcln“ nothlng

was as great as thcse wha had committed murder and adultery,

iy l {/ B 1
there is the record of his sentence. Thou wicked andfﬁlothful servanth Take
thou the talent from him, and cast ye the unprofitable servant into ngﬁgmgggknesss

« %, P /
There shall be weeping and gnashing of teethﬁﬁg The unprofitable servant had done
. - e
nothing outwardly wrong, he simply had been slothful in carrying out his responsi-

bilitv. His sin was the sin that we are speaking of,
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L udgemenﬁ given to thelte
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not guilty of cheating, 1v1nw, or stealing. They simply neglecte rovide forx
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themselV§§Mg§; They werﬁqlfﬁz> and they were unfaithful, and the Qﬁmxmé%émmed

Y e

shut. And the voice of God echoed judgement. I knew ye not. In every area of

life, the slothful person-is & ;E The lﬁgyf ﬁg@eﬁ who spends his time at
oy
the campus drugstore or in the cq&ijggii never hﬁpe to make an honor roll. A

diploma is usu!I:;w;iven for faithful serv1ceg” It is usually the person who is

willing to work who finally gets throughy-.This is so on the farm, in the business,
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They will have nothing to do. They getno thrill out of the Master's service.
s mef =
They are (ﬂt}19301CLng to the message of God. They become familiar with some
|
things -~ and vet they let the truth go unheeded.
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~ the indifferent man. He says, he always thrg

e
"of the gﬁg&é&i&ﬁyﬁof this sin, he is like the.pagser=by
TR e st S
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] yfor a discussion

with anybody passing by. But he says af“ sy m
always working. 1&5k44;tﬂ iLf ”$1ij\4i43{é;zg?

.

. <§u1texbfteny we hear somebody ask th
p—ﬂw"-—...?

And @Gweb@dv will rmrlv, 'im.n;7 nothing j That is enough to klll any man; vou know.

WWW m»mammw%
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I read ¢ (Velzkon a little farn One

dwxmﬂﬁhew%emﬁmgh@&-meWMJ’ @ﬁ; Which meant many many gxira

2

hours of work. He looked around to see if anybody was looking on - and then he

—— P

put his cgg;‘aﬁd his jga% on the edge of the well, and then he:égaﬁ in the nearby

woadsg Aqﬁumln@ that he was at the bottom of the well a schewgf(géigﬁ?eréﬁaoon

emerged from the woods and thanked hls nelwhbors for their volumteer services.
L ——— R

Perhaps Pat had heard the sav1ng -

Every man ought to be 2 worker - not a s%;}mer@



of theylazys and there it lay - gll over gggggﬁyith thistles. The surface covered

i
with nettles, And the stoneéggiibbrmken dﬁwn,"il thought upon it as I locked - 1
I

learned a lesson from the sight.
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?Qwert will pounce on you and want will over-power you. Here is where the
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SerqﬂwRa;%)cosz in. In 2Lt (g% the cold season, a lazy man will not
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ploxaf So he expects a crop in va%gﬁat harvesg?) Chapter 15 - Verse 19, the slothful
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who will come tc sorrow. IHe will hdy along
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{ W' &g here is a
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fhe way because of sloth. There arafthousands of people who are slothful about

(churzﬁ}001ng, They like to sleg

e On..Sunday morning. Or go out for a game

And éé}ionlze) well, T can hear

of gsl§¢ Or sit at home and read tha Qﬁﬂwkﬂﬂ_"; ze.
a sermon on radioc. Or I can watch a rellgieus program on tei;g%g}gn - and they
-\.__.M..m—w‘—’g‘iz\ o ! Eoa
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think by deing this, they have discharged their religious responsibility.
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There are. Others who are qlothful about Lﬁe1;(§§§1f§¥%& Paul said, we

He meant, that yé were to be in the attitude of

ought to pray without ceasing.
e s

prayer at all times. Because we are lazy @ﬁa slothful, our prayer life is

neglected., The spiritual resources dr

- than to spend saggmgimgMiﬂwpxaigx

Most of us, would rather have
e ;

with Cod. We often let things interfere with outr_ appointments with God. If
f,y-w MMMMM e, = — : V

™~ vou had an appointment with the(ﬁ;esidantlef thf
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1 dare say you




To qquaqggéénuf’tc become a %iiiggx, and to a great deal of sorrowﬁ Now what

o
is the solutlon to it.

T Prov. 6:6- 3}m~he sﬁ?%’thls - g@ to the ant, you sluggard. Leaxn . hex
e e
e e
EEZEL« Learn sense, Eor she has no leader. UNo foreman or chief. Yet in the
v e M,%‘;? vy
summer she provides her fO%g} And gathers during harvest days. You sluggard,
e LY :

how long will vou sleep. When will you arise.

o Ml ek Ford v — St TS 1A
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Here is the( amgﬁwhich gives us the solution. The slothful person needs to
et

take note, withé%o%oggﬂgg_gg;ygm%} or be the chief over it. In the summer to
o

provide food for the winter.

o é;agﬁmﬁﬂx“Slﬂﬁhﬁgl in business but
I : e g g -

ne Solquan here that you peedy
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The sin of criminal, sgiritual neglect will certainly help to populate Hell.
The worst thing that slothfulness does, robs a man of his spiritual purpose, and

his power in Christian decisiom.
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and irvesponsible. This is What(iéégﬁaégiz to him that knoweth to do good
— = E g
and doth it not, to him it is sin. In the crowd of people who gathered around
— 4 7
the(éigfizgfmgifgg - there were those who committed this sin. EIven thoug gh Christ
= M"“’“’I

He knows the way he should go. But slothfulness has made his will soft
i 2
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B. Confession and repeniance aiways lead to new life.

Max Lucado tells the story of a man who had been a closet slob most of his life. He just couldn't
comprehend the logic of neatness. Why make up a bed if you're going to sleep in it again tonight? Why put

the lid on the toothpaste tube if you're going to take it off again in the morning? He admitted to being
compulsive about being messy.

Then he got married. His wife was patient. She said she didn't mind his habits . . . if he didn't mind sleeping
on the couch. Since he did mind, he began to change. He said he enrolled in a 12-step program for slobs. A

physical therapist helped him rediscover the muscles used for hanging up shirts and placing toilet paper on

the holder. His nose was reintroduced to the smell of Pine Sol. By the time his in-laws arrived for a visit, he
was a new man.

But then came that moment of truth. His wife went out of town for a week. At first he reverted to the old
man. He figured he could be a slob for six days and clean up on the seventh. But something strange
happened. He could no longer relax with dirty dishes in the sink or towels flung around the bathroom or
clothes on the floor or sheets piled up like a mountain on the bed.

What happened? Simple. He had been exposed to a higher standard of living. (1)
That's what confession and repentance do for us. That's what Jesus does for us.

CONCLUSION:

What we need to see is that the call repentance is Good News. Without it there can be no forgiveness. But
with repentance, not only is there forgiveness but there's new life as well.

John's call to repentance isn't a call to feel guilty. NO! Guilt is meant to be redeemed. John's call is a call to
hear the Good News through the one who is to come. John's thunder in the desert call is a call to bulldoze
down all those things that could and would and do get in the way of our coming to Christ. John's call is to
build a highway so that we can come straight through as fast as we can to the manger, the place where new
life offers new life.
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