.l
the divine Spirit, who uses the record of the Scriptures

as the meang by which he makes Jesus Christ knom to use

-

> 0Of course, thare _aregservaral cw.upon which

cne is able

an, hew oceupy, your minds

with Carist, If men in the 2ity walking

though all the glories of the sunset cover the western
Bu.
you, closer to you than any others, if your eyes wers fixed

They will see none of this,

upon the trivialities of this poor presence, you would see

not bim £ you want to sce meditate upon
him, you would see JOMW
objects, those things that gross your patl. There must be

2 looking off unto Jesus,
<= if not the distraction of &1l other cbjects if we are
to, grasp him, If we would see and have our hearts filled
with the calm of Christ, then we must gaze toward him and

turn aside from cther things that would side-~track us, f

@1} you want to see Jeaua, ) One

act of cbedience has more power o ¢
hours of idle contemplation, Une act of discbedience has .

And if Christ stood beside

There must be a rigid limitation,

-"'191;? 606 - 2

. -

Introductions Pu’lnps at first we do not see the oomect;on

between the preceding proniae of the Spirit who is to guide

the disciples into all ‘mﬂ:. bu® W
isolated and apart from that, because the first words of
4-—"'7

our text are really tho climax and crawm of the promise of

the ap:l.rit. That the Sﬂirit is %o guide into all truth by

declaring to the disciples the things that are Christ's,
And in consequence, they will be able to see their unseen
Lord. \

A little

That they should shortly lose sight of Jesus,

while and you that have seen me so long, will see me no
more, Therdfore, if ‘had Jto ask hiwm,
they must ask quickly™or he was now taking his leave of

them, It is good to consider how near to a period our
seasons of grace are, that we may be quickened to improve

them, The words, & little whils, are re&tﬁ%

overy as if they were of real, special significance, From
the fact of our Lord in explaining the meaning of them,
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he used a parable later on ylh;cl}_vfe gfn}} ooi;sidor. "A
1ittle while and ye shall not see ngo..A" These words seem %o
it was but a little

have & three-fold peani torica

while,
sight, though in a borrowsd tamb, yet sealed with the royal
signet.
was indeed to them a time of sorrow and lameﬁtibé, but to
Tuke 2ki:17.

the world it was a tine of rejoicing. He used !
this phrase to tell them in a little while they would see
him again and there would be rejoicing. We know that bhis

took place after the resurrectiou, 'An_g;tﬁgjgehippd him

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy." John 20:20,

It was very much as on a dark cloudy day after the sun
breaks t}u-ough m 0.11 of ita glory and mjuty, and then
there copes rejoicing.

i : ' £ L5 SR

Te_shall be sorrgw-
again; he seid, We shall discuss ‘

ful, butl will see
this later on in the message. lie do not want to overlook
the fact that they were to look upon his glorious face
againe

L

Where are the limits of these times of which the Lard

The interval between his death and his resurrection |

- g . S ®

a few hours, and Chist was buried out of their l
f

| /:Lgbervened between his

» ‘3.
speaks, First of the 1ittle whiles(ls the(few h

short:ly to come to pass, There is another period when he

d and Yefore the resurrections

"The second period being during which time they are to.not
j be able t
A%

+ It is at his resurrection or at his
en he proceeds %o the Father. So .there are

The

several little whiles wrapped up in this statement.
time between this message and the cross, the time that he
is in the tomb and then the time after his death betwean
his death and his ascension, and then the time which will
be the final peried which we are now in when he is with the
Father before he comes back to receive his owm again,

Therefm, the little while scon pasged and ﬂ\i coming ﬂ

‘f WO\ﬂd take his place at their side; Hew 1t would

1ift them up above temptation, What should terrify us if
Christ stood before us? What should charm us if we saw himd

It would make all 1life full of a blessed companionship. -

Wiho could feel dreary if that friend was at his side? It
would fill our hearts with joy and strength, Therefore,

we come’ to realize that it 'is with the visible eye of faith,

the shortest direct road to the vision of Christ in sub-
mitting our hearts and minds and spirits to the teaching of

| ;
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to thank God that everything is not easy, even in that
which is meant for & revelation of all truths to all men,

Instead of being defeated of the pladge that the first
fence or truthithat comes before us, let us learn that it
will do us good %o cw and to use some effort.
These disciples are uncommonly like the rest of us, and
.that is that they have no basis to walt for time and
grewth to solve the difficulties., They want to know all
about it now, or not at all, If they would wait for six

weeks they would understand as they did.

would explain it all.to thems We, too many times, are

often in too big & hurry, We are not content to wait

awhile, There is nothing like time and patience te settle
some of the mysteries of lifey The mysteries that plague

~us when we are children seem to fade away when we grow
into adulthood. Any questions which trouble us today,

through. prayer and pavience, Will be understood boumorrow,

We grow dinto our best and decpest convictions by waibting

upen him, So the diseiples! weaknegs was that they could
not understand such a plain saying of Christ, You will
. remember that many of them bad a notien that Christ's

. pecular kingdom was to be the kingdom which he intended

to establishe 4And it would seem what puzzled them was

Begause Pentecest

5e

more power to dim his eyes than amything else beside, It

is & dusty road of common experience that the disciples cn

the way tw heartsy because they
looked his way and sought to do His will, Is this your
experience? You professing Christians, do you see Christ?
Do.you have your eyes Lixed ypon Hin? Do you go through
life with Him ogw ‘than any beéside,

I8 He closer than the fleeting presence of other things?

Is He a constant companion, or de you have some far-off
view as of % planeét in the midst of the sky.

At hisfdeath wh

‘afterward showed himself openly in it, the most

to dur Christian friends ds to take them out of
our sight, not out of being, not cut of
not out of all relationship %o us, enly out of sight, and

thent not out of mind, At his‘ascension, when he withdrew
from them, from those who, after his resurrection; had for
some time been with hime Out of their sight a cloud

received him, Acks 1:9-10, II Kings 2:12, They were to

make a speedy recovery.
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The(sending of the Holy Sjlhl‘b The Spirit's coming
was Christ's visit te his d:l.ac:!.ple,av._;,,,‘ﬁ his r.cq_}xrr,ection,
soon after his death, he showed himself alive by many
infallible proofs, This is a very 1ittle while, not forty
howrs, And thon—l;y pouring out of the Spirit soon a:p_aa'

Eip ascension. The Spirit's coming was Christ's visit to

His diseiples and was a permanent one,  They saw him again
and he promised them that at the second caming He shall
came in the cleuds and every eye shall see him,

Il. The Porﬂlexad Diac&lea‘ verse XA T —

The disciples seemed %o have besn ordered to silence,
"Hene of you askeat me, whither goest thou", Truths that
He haed spoken seem to have gone clear over their heads,
Eepetitions of the "little whig and 3o passing by all
the great words, they fmstened . upen the minor things,

w“mng themaelv?a saying, what does he msan

by these little whiles. This is representative of some
of the c fanlts which we have today in dealing with

our Lord's words, How many times we pasg by the greatest

truths in erder to fasten ocur thoughts upen smaller points,

They have no'questions to ask him about the gifts of the

Te
Spirit, nor the unity of Christ, nar what He said in

refereancs to'lhg 'vme and the bwamhaa? “And He tells them

of is love, how that He will lay dom fis life for Kis.
Ariends+ Now, is %an ¥e pay most
‘abtention to the greatest trubhs and let the litile
difficulties fall into their subordinate places. The l
central traths of Christianity, the incarnation of Christ,

the atonement of Christ,.and yet cutside of these questions
and in comparison with them, we £ill oub attention with |

- some of the most wnimportant things, 4nd there is a great

danger %o pass the central truths by. The truth that Christ |

is the Son of God who has died for: our salvation is the heart|
of the Gospel, ! e ‘
B ol |
What would you think of a mng‘g fire who had same- |
cne: to bring him re_escape, and he would say, "I .
decline to trust myself in it imtil, first of all,you i
explain to me the principles of its construction, Tell

me about who made it, Inforr me about the materials of
which it is made.® That is very much like a number of

people today. In reference to the Gospel of our salvat

when they demand to know so many of the smaller questions,.
These are the same blunders made by the disciples, We ought
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¥. The Farable lained, ver - .
Jesus in talking about their grief and how they would |

weep and lament for that which others make light of, thedir

e
this "1ittle while", However, there was a Willingress in
their hearts to be instructed, When they were at a loss &s

l ' to the meaning of Christ's words, they conferred together
own sins and the sins of those sbout them, they mourn with ’ — WP B o
F upon’it, They asked help of one another,

sufferers that mouwrn and mowm for simnerg that mourn not
for themselves, He talked aboul the world at the same time . s , ;

E. The Patient Teacher, verse 1% oo A

Jesus knew that the disciples were dos!.rous to ask

which would go on its merry way. They laugh now and spend

their days in shallow:1ivings ' But he:gives us:a parabls
Him, Hg Jmows all of our difficulties and perplexities,
here that their sorrow will not only be followed Wy joy,

He saw wm@_gpgggg)m_tmolns and so inferred their

but will be turned inte it, and he uses the parable of a '
wishes, He knew not only the whisperings of the disciples

@ He 'says, you know of thef a woman begause , : " A
. and their inquiry ameng themselves about the sense of His

. her hour has come, the hour which pnature and providence s o T A . .
words, but also their secret desires to ask Him concerning

hgve d, which she has expected and cannot escape,
E— - | it, The(igots We cannot.uaticye must bring to Hix who
provided she be safely delivered and the child be well,

I Chron. 4:9. Gen. 35:18, Then he says, whe will remember
""_h“ A . 35118, y answers, as these d.uo:l.ples, they ca selves
ng more the. anguish, Her groans and complaints are all |
concerning the nat.ter. And J oaua a 3 d__xg.t_.‘l.ngms. this
over and the after-pains are more easily borne for joy that |

among yourselves, Well make it ea P
a'man is born into the worlds That is, one of the human ;

had not a word of(re iy £ their appre-

-hension. He might well have said of them, Oh, foolg. and
slow of heart to believe, Iut that word was not addressed

alone can give understanding, BPefore we can find all the

_race, a child, be it a son or a _daughter, We know that

e ——

this is the curse that is part of the sorrow and the pain

of a woman in travail, according to Gen, 3:186, "In sorrow

shalt thou bring forth." These pains are extreme, The

greatest griefs and pains ere compared to Pealms and in
s e (14 with us, He does give them, however, a kind rebuke, "Do

to them, He never rebukes us either for our lack of

understanding or for our carelessness, but has long patience

~ |
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you enguire among yoursaelves :" That is & hopeful = -
source to go to for knowledge. Wy did they not ask hinm
instead of whispering.

To ask him is wisdom,

Christ does not explain to the disciples the precise point
that troubled hin, that of Olive'o and Pentooost. were to do

— .- .

that, But he gives then t.ha* 1r‘11 t.hat. he will explain
this to them, but if we will keep close to him and speak
plainly to him in prayer about our difficulties, he will
give us understanding and hopee Mach that must rcn.ai.n darik
through life will be lightened when we get yonder, for the
vision here is not perfect and the knowledge here is im-

perfect,

Inguiring among yourselves is follye
Wfe can do much for one ancther. Jesus |

{

St « b 1%

«-aubstdiutes b here 43 2 Sevgig.ptagidgn,, For part of
(32EE!:E!!!!::!!!ﬁ31xhlIah1mL999!2&29_2£;ihllx_lnt:£!. They

were in despair, but when the resurrection dawned there was

rapture beyong their dreams and a joy that they could not
explain, What was it that lifted them out of the pit? ¥What
‘was it tha1%g;:gEgzégniigﬁzgggg_nnngnﬁs 14 was the cne
fact, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, The resurrection
was what made the death of Christ no longer the occasion of
parplexity for the disciples, bubt bound them closer .tog'otherr
%o him and to each otner, A(dgad Ghrish was the church in
degpair, but a Trisen was a church t@i nt.
This is the ground without which men sorrow and calamities.

Every thunder-cloud has g{rag&@m in the depths when

the sun smites upon it, The sorrow of contrite hearis

IV. The Promise Deoln.red‘ verse n _"-
" his 15 a(gosd faxh far Saaier Sunday) for theix one

theme h the joy which began upon that day, Cur Loxrd
pcruuiaea that this sadness, this pain, this ggm _

condition, is but for a moment and it will turn swiftly into

 beccmes a gladnesss and JOL .+ The sorrow of
bereaved empty hearts may become the gladness of hearts
filled with joy. ZEvery stroke of the brightness sharps
the plowshare that, goes through the ground, IEvery

dark winters day.of pulverising frost and howling wind

represents that in the days ahead there will be acres of

contimual joy. He pledges his word for that and bids us
waving golden grain,

believe, and he goes ahsad and illustrates further that

Your sorrow shall be
Hot merely that there will come a

here is a wonderful promise of joy.
turned into joy.
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agaifi, "Ye shall see¢ me" fixes at¥ention upon us, T will
see you fixes sttention rather upen him and his beholding
w3, Ye shall see me speaks of our going ouk after him and
being satisfied in him, I will see you, he speaks of his
perfect knowledge of his loving care,of his tender,
canpassionate, ever watchfil eye resting uwponwus. It
‘réquircs 2 loving heart on cur part in order 'to find joy
in such a promise, His eyes are as a flame of fire and he

sees all men, We think of mwm it is
recorded Jesus said (L Jnow Py worksy) It was ne' Joy %o

the lukewarm professors ab Iagdigga, nor to the church &%

'wahich had lost the freshness of its early love, that

the Master knew them, but to the faithful souls in

Qw;)m 4o the fer in/Sardis)who had net dofiled

their g @u, 4t"was hlessedness and life to feel that

they walkad in the preésenge ¢f Christ, Is there any Joy
to us in the thought that the Lord Christ sees us. If

only our hearts could grasp the realily that he lives with
us, That is the foundation of true joy. Therc'bovm

that say,; who will show us any good. Tord, 1!51'1: up theu: 5
the light of thy countenance upon us., Thou hast pub glad.-.

ness in my heart, more than dn the time when their corn

and their wine sbounded, Ope look tomard Chrisi will-wore

13,
Isaiah and in Joremish.. They.are inevitable, But he says
the fruit of the blessings ia ¢he joy that is for a child
born into the world, If God had not preserved the blessing
in"forea after the fall, be fruitful and multiply, parents

could never have looked upon their children with any coafort.

But what is the fruit of the blessings, ig matter ofiz.
The birth of . It makes

them very glad. Jer, 20:15, Though children are certain

care, uncertéin comfort, antho he great crosses,

yebt it is natural to us %o rejoice in their hirth, Could
would be filled with

ba sur en J

the Ho. “we might indeed, like his parents, have joy

———

and gladness at their birth, ILuke 1:14-15, But when we

" consider not only that they are born in sin, but as it is
‘here expressed, that they are born into the world, a world

of snares and a vale of tears, we shall see reason to rejoice
B
with trembling, lest it should be better for them that they

had never been borne

2 \
e - S i o ben S e ta ety .

It is such joy as makes the apguish not to be
remembered, or remembered as waters that pass away. Job
11:16, Christ's disciples in this world, they are like

tr‘anilm.pa%a, sure and B&p, ‘but not to g;t, in order

=
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to be a joyful products Aeve 12:2,, Thelr joys, after

their sorrovs, whmu_\g_w Rev, 2Lsl, And

they will not be remembered any longer,

As the w travail are very sharp and

severe and the distress of her mind about the issue of

things respecting herself and her offspring is very great,
so would be the grief and trouble of She disciples on
account of the death of their Lord and Master., But as when

& waman da.galglr.deliyered of her child, she is so filled
with joy that her sorrow is rauchgped no more, So should

it be with them when(Christ ear junte them, This

gorrow is real but fleeting with permanent joy following.

The parable, of course, points %o the resurrection of Jesus
whieh would change the grief of the disciples.bo gladness,
once they were convinced that Jesus had risen from the

d‘ad.

VII The Permanent Jg Proch!medl verse 3;4

In & nutshell pow, Jesus tells them that you will

have_sorrow-bui{ L wil) scoxaogain) He tells them of

their sorrow, but Christ draws pear te. them.in their griefe
If they. hide their face they cannot but be troubled, When

things are recouneonded in the joy. Because of it I will
see you agagg, I will make you a kind and friendly visit,
he said,. Quilca-sakune are retums of Joy to all his

disciples when clouded evidences are cleared up and

interpreted. (Co Yof it, your hearts shall ,rejqij.:::,

Divine consolation put gladness into the hearts, Joy into
the hearts of solitude, W your joy

no man taketh from you., Uan will atbempt to take your joy :
from you, They would if they could, but they shall not
prevail, Scme understand it as otwoy. Qur joys on
earth are liable %o be robbed of us by fires and accidents,

but heaven's joys are everlasting. The spiritual Joys of
those that are sanctified, as the apostle says, "m
to_Giod who always causes us to ftriwmph,!. 2 Cor. 2:1. IWhen
we remember how he waa Ln@ond_é how he was tortured, how

he was put to death, then surely he would lose this joy,

but he says, they could not rob him of this joy, that nothing
could separate him from the love of Christ or rob him of

Sl ¥ AT he ol td Wk Py 3 L ol

heaven, S o wliae ‘ao-w ,"WWMP"

':,‘,;., . x’q, ¥ snie /ﬁ:‘?’Jl—

ehriat'a eye is upon ua.) Eere Christ lays hold of the

thought by the other handle and he says, I will see you



« 176
than repay and abolish earth's sorrew,” One look from

Christ will £ill our hearts with sunshine, All tears are

+ dri6d when we meet eyes With him, It is like ln(icaberg-)

leaving the North Pole and flowing down south where it

melts, And so we come unto the race ,of the
righteousness of Christ and all of our sorrows disappear,
And our joy is not beyond &he reach and on the other hand

ond. the reach of externals, No man taketh it

. L 05" :.'7-

We see here that there will be opposition, actual

"hostility of the persecuring world, These men were soon to

face the powers of the devil working through the world,

Kuch of our ig! omsel@mw and
disappear when they fade awey from our sighte. There arve
many whose joys depend upon the goodwill and help of our
fellows and there it is spatoied away. They can up
our road and make it uncoufertable and sad for us, dntmany

ways, bub no man but myself can put a roof over my head to

ghut me out from God and Christs As long as I have a c¢lear

sky overhead, it matters very little how high may be the

walls that the foes or hostile circumstances pile aroumd

me, And much of our joy nscessarily depends upon and

3 J
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changes with external eircunstances of a hundred different today and they are little acquainted with the joy of the
kinds, As we all know, but we do not need to have all our Lorde Why should we live half-way up the hill when there
joys fed from these surfage springs, we need to Hig decpgr . are such blessings ahsade Gk

1f we sre Christians we bave a joy that no man can take _‘M ' Wee w S 02««..

frod us,  As long as we have Christ we cannot be desolate. ﬁm Lo o 279 ¢.

If he and I were alone in the universe, then there would

be joy. Let us dig deep encugh for the foundation of our
Vlessedness; and that it is on Christ and nothing left | A ”73"‘ < Z"'4“7 W el -

starnal, 1eft unchangeable, then the inward blesgings whioch W ,@Q. m p@ LS Aon $ttl

> 4 'S
we possess fram him. @ﬁ%ﬁ gshould have no power § M Fme /2 \ fragh
to rob us of i even we live in the midst of all of Woan- " WM‘“W

these things and they fry to force us away fram Christ and 3 - 3

tempt us away. This joy,@ﬁ‘iendg) is a joy that is 3 Jf ’?N W — M
pronised to us by Jesus Christ himself, He tells these : ]t : 0 wa o S
: %

men who have nothing but his pare word to rely upen that A

the astonishing thing which he is going to promise them

will certainly come to passe Then why is it that so many ;é_ kor A

A : / 2 e 12 e
P ’
pwmmwﬁs they / : AR A W/‘ﬁ
hayve., Simply because they do not keep the conditioqg, it 3 s 4/ 4‘_ /)( pl ﬂ.&- ¥
we will love him so as to set our hearts upon him, his ; donif M:WN%IW
Joy will be poured into our soule The Whrutian &f/ (}27 4&' ?’47 )
is 8 joyful Christian. The WMigﬂm is

the kind of Christian that a great many of the people are




