believe today in only the things we can see, smell, t‘ouch and

explain.

When_ asked("What is real ;"2our age replies, f";['hat vhich you |

lit-level housd.
ceRPUb 1nto 2 ISR O 8 PECCUBLF OF P SRt S iR | speaking to & futuze president of the United States."

3 ‘ ' iel' reetin ail, Mary
r™ comment on Gabriel s _greeting fﬁ) , Mary,
was: "What can we make of that? A purse full of

HSET -390
full or grace"

gold we can understand, but what can we make of the name 'full

of grace'?"

drama of life: "All the world is a stage and all the men gnd

women merely players. They have their exits and their entrances

/
and one man in his time plays mamLpaﬁs."

But when th@ls and the actors desert the

=
stage, we realize that life is infinitely more than make-

e
believe. There must be a substance and not just a reflection.

Thus we are driven to inquire doe&ik.u;mmggn; Is

1t usheapangh,te have 4 foLpmbala-dg reed, shout, Miis Jovely
legend, to listen to thew.md% or is there .

some interpretation of this glorious fact of Christmas.

e

o
Christmas reveals

S S—————

In the beginning before

God's creation!

the world was or even an ear to hear or a mind to understand,
R TR

@v;s speaking to Himself‘ in His mind and there was a word.

—

1

"Specul::;ori or Revelation" I John 1:14 I

A certain univ

“

i §
, 5] v,gghe,_sideflp had the unusual habit of
( ,

E tigping hi/s hat every time he met a small boy on the street.

When asked why, he replied, "I never know but that I may be

!

This delightf itt tory suggests the'question for each

of us at this Christmas time. When you@n‘to the manger

of Bethlehem ? es Christmas mean to you?

i
5
{

covered the answer nor do you find inspiration in it? m_g_,-

tgﬂ re sees it as its greatest subject. But however you may

| regard the babe of Bethlehem, you cannot ignore Him. In the

(et 5P 6 el i 6 6 e e g babe to a peasant
woman create such a commosfion as in that hour. Cﬂwm

His birth; wsought and kneeled that night at the
cradleaisemge )left their studies to bring gifts to Him. A

@-"ﬁ'ﬁlﬂi—%d his soldiers to destroy Him. Even his mother

and foster father wondered at the mystery which surrounded His

birth.

For this little baby was{unli any other born of woman.

fLiterally, the eternal ages looked down upon him and here we see

'the dawn of

A———

a revelation foretold of His coming. History has

been divided by the hour of His bgth; men may look upon Him witk

'



spe)c};g&,ion, deni s or f%a/lt_p, but as you stand in quietness in It

jand_that's exaétijr_'?fhé vay Luke describes =

the p’r{esence of this sta.ble the invisible hand of God draws thi
o / ’—;— S.

back the swaddling clothes of time to reveal as is stated in

-—-———-—“""—-. —_— .
Isaiah ho 9 "Behold, you God." 39 the.,.,.WQ;!‘,d“bes:am&;humnw.and..lixad,‘riézﬂ v

while among us and we actually saw His £lory--the glory of one
Now t@beautlful and_complete account of the birth :

add B = . who is an only son from his_ fa.ther and he was.full of spiritual
of Jesus is found in the Gos of Luke. At the same time_}_le - <

o

' blessing and truth," «.Ch

gives Some great proof for the birth of Jesus. Luke was a Just_a for cert
v ertainly the Bible tells us a great deal. It
historian; #Sir William Ramseyyone of the most critical students
2 I seem_sort of m when you read about the long
of Luke's writing, decla.res "Luke a historian of the first r 1|
Journey from Nazereth to Galilee to Bethle
th hem in Judea and then

(ol
Even where his writings conflict with the official records of f 2 Lol ) i il ik dee sl el ek 4 &
o vae - ngs . S ML AT — the unsuccessful @ o find grope’r’ shelter for the expectant

the Roman empire, archaeology has confirmed Luke, knowing that

the empire's records were either in error or else incomplete."

sician--Colossians 4:14--and therefore a

scientist. As a physician he would from the beginning be

iR o erer of I
prejudiced against %he..idea of the virgin hirth. There is i fllght nto Emt to escape the wrath of
e—— _— " ‘ ~
' ‘ ‘the jumpy K
every reason to believe that Luk d with M herself and Jutpy King Herod. 0f these things we read from the Scripture

that he traced all of these things accurately; that they were
~

erstitious, imaginative ideas as some people have ool albdd Juo ¢ il .

LR, ) 1MEE . oL But on the other hand,{here is & reVelation Bl Todiie, Whe

- —?

b S CPB e T ’

: them. But Luke describes these things mnd tells | hdtn sumdinn s TER
sought -to make the u |unveil:l » the d;,sgemw that was previously hidden
us about the story of those he has talked wiﬁx who were eye e ! ;

|

f at Christmas. _They have some drama to them.
| @ e wat Jatis s 3 [V
|

l

not mere c©s

r unknown to us. Here it means the direct exposure and uncover-

witnesses. There were only two--Joseph and Mg--that he could |ing of the unseen and often times R
et unkn____ e mind and the

have talked with; you remember in Luke ]:35 "The.Holy Ghost heart of the individual |

shall come upon thee and the highest shall ofer ow thee."
s shad : 5 -




As you read this.long 1ist of people with all their sorrows |
”—7

and 51ns, with all their sacrlfigss and dlggpggin&meg;s with

all their defeats and des s, their remorse and rebuffs--all
d - o ._————? N-n7

of thq@mpgxnh;ngmtQ‘Bgthlehemmand to Chr1stmas. As they march

I say they give us @ of God's povefful w.,,\

S —
IV. Christmas reveals God's grace

Now,by grace I gggn'ngt
d fa;gr but measurably moré: I mean this volun-

tary compensation--ag@éytrig

merely unmerite

ht iift> Grace is thus characterised

us in every aspect of our life.
-

g down to hel

ye are unaple to do for

It is at Christmas that we see a manifestation of

ourselves.

the tremendous difference that God through Jesus Christ has
————es————

made and continues to make in our lives. All of which is a

———————

e e ——

revelation of the nature of the grace of God.

There iifno philésophical systggzpresently known to man
that can put any pure reason as to why God should have sent his

son to redeem man.

The nature of God's s what makes Christmas such a
(Prodigal SopWho had taken his

After the!

profound revelation.

money and wasted it finally S down and came to himself, Said
. -7 . —Y v »
CE{E;E no longer worthy
Indeed! Howd:orrecﬁ}he was_in his human reason. But that

B

{
| the creation bringing the world into bgfag and fas i
{

' God spoke it into existence and without him was not anything

§there are many kinds of works. This world is God's work whereby

avay and ve see what W @nming the

curtains of light are drawn again and we look down on a world
>

of sleeping beauty. We observe here the creation. He was in

the world, indwelling it. We see this prattical value of

truth which we learn that in this nature God has made a

, the eternal word

R s 'r\‘r

X2 PN

came into this world and

ion of 1#. This

world as we ®wee, with Christ in his personality, his body, his

This is the word that was

soul, is a reality of God with us.
o

revealed universally. He came unto his own to be the light that

-
Through the centuries, Christ's being in

the world-sthis was a time)that when not in outward forg and

sound, but thro the life of man, God was to speak. The word -

lighteth every man.

was mad 5 ; i
’a wve,flesh From that moment the life of a man was God's

expression of mind to us. It is not that Jesus proclaimed but

what Jesus did--His life, the one perfect word which heard the

Creator's voice. In the Qld Testa.menbwe read of G_o__g_%

in the t Yemple, being the glory of the pillar and the cloud,

—

In

the New Testament we read His glorious revelations through his



Son which was to become the light that lighted all men.

S

II. Christmas reveals the mercy of God‘ Mercy is certainly a
T —

heaveng trait. SWm

of the term would naturally 1nclude the fact 95;_];;;¥: not just
emotional glt_x for mercﬂ does_not :#nh feeling sorrowful. We

are not to confuse this with wmnt; but here is a feel-

Any proper definition

ing of compassion that must be made and translated into being or

otherwise it becomes full and ineffective.

Mercy is that essential perfection in God
pitzs and relieves the misery of his cremrgs.

this may be seen in connection with the sinful nature man

To Ve sure,

possesses. God, through His loving kindness,(fa

his own image, but man in his wéakness did that which was evil.
”—“

God told men that if he sinned he would surely die; man sinned

in oEeration. We get s(glimpse).of the merciful God at work to

e

save man from himself and at Christmas time God sends his mercy.

Thof mercy is not strained; it droppeth as the

gentle rain from heaven. It was God's active mercy that dropped
upon the world with the birth of Jesus. God visited man and

assured him that He did not intend to forget him.

IiE.

———

treéD You can read

this account and of course if you meditate upon_it, you can
s

scarcely read it without sheddi_g_g a tear. He puts a lot of
| sympathy in it, for behold you will discover n,

twisted, sinful lives that come before your mind through those

EStre———

N — >
lines.

There!| * Suddenly he was:

' | torn.from his horieto roam the earth, facing death, and the

extinction of his name. - - fu i

ol

There was

| rlght he was at elng,;.mith his brother he had to leave his

{ atft Yo svprdos add A

) natlve land on account of greed

Behol mobher of a sinful, ill=gotten child.
= e

There wa-a scarlet woman and prostitute in that

- line.

ou can see be31de hlS life the gloomy

shadow of Urlah s w1fe as a constant rg_l;lnder that his character

had been blighted at that point and beauty brought low to his

kingdom.



R B i
L g.muntiﬁwhose father gave him a piece of money to go Fis of
to the town _;wwmgg . The boy rode on horseback and |

arrived at the cities outskirts and hitched his horse, joined

and embraced,. forgiven, and restored to all the rights and

the crowd, and moved toward the downtown section. People lined | privileges of sonship. This is what God's grace means and what

[
the sidewalks and enjoyed the festive mood. The boy took his | Christmas reveals to us

place among them. Presently d?:_l_n the middle of the ma.m._at.rg,et 1
kg 4 £..§ : - } God!' 3 i -
came uniformed policemen, behind them a w followed by s grace has revealed in the coming of Jesus his tap

a group of elephants and other circus_animals. Then came the

)

roots of Christian virtues.

clowns, and acrobats and the remaining circus performers. All |
,‘——7 w - f
were stepping to the music of the drums. As the ngggssion

ended, the crowd began to hustig away; the boy found his horse

and ma.dev hlsAwa.y home. _Upon his arrival home he handed his f Qays. Even amid thé

ther t in he had i i& father demanded: "What, '
fa‘iler - com__e a4 et gdnien by s ——-41 he had assurance that God and Jesus Christ had forgiven him,

didn't '&1 see the circus?" The belated son replied, "Yes, I '

the clrons B2ei.  with that assurance, Paul could 1ift hi A at the hand
. ] X It] :
saw the circus, but I didl'f t havet?;y! %e! Tt Jvesn Tt of his enemies without bitterness toward them. In the very

; | F
i ; ight down th i el
L ?’t the f%‘l%‘j’. it Qa.?ne mf - S L s&r,eg;b’ center of his heart was the overwhelming sense of God's grace

. 3 . . {
I'm afraid that there__a;re many of us who like thatwake in Christ.

attraction. We too

d the joy that filled his heart,

mai

n

= s

' ‘ : ’ Paul could rec) ;
trivial and the trite when we could be enjoying the full, free, | s °r_t,__he.‘L 4 ing or his dying prayer

X . of forgiveness for th i
three-ring circus. 4,,,( W &W 73 W"' glveness ose who were stoning him,

ve Gy A e Getves

pon the mob houndinLHim to His death; His little
e % e

it was God's grace that lead Jesus to pray,

"Father, forgive them for they know not what they do."
=

So it is that a.t,; Christmag’we have & dynamic

Christia.n grace which reached down, out aqg_mng, pure-and

unmerited in order to fPorgcive and save £ "Amaoine ovrarmes Ay

'brovrwill someday wear a crown of thorn7es. H

nestled comfortably in

of the cruel lash; His svie

give way to mockery of




sweet the sound that saved a wretchclike me.

now am fomnd; was blind but now I see."
-——m—— e — -

_ There is something elee here

that I see: "God so loved the world" that he gave. No matter
- LY

what else we might say about Christmas, it is God's love--that

is the one illuminating truth.

ing idea that God 1~'i&m1ted. According to this theory there
i e T —————— | g i

e cannot do. This

are absolutely no restrioiions, dead-ends, or 1
i et b AP v

- There is nothing man can ‘do, has done, or ever will do

that could separate himself from the incomparable love of God.

In the human course of evenbs we may understand circum-

stances causing our children Jto cease loving us or the affections
of a husband and a wife, but with the love of God.
hat this indescribable 1

Jesus Christ clothed with the emblem

It

was at e as the word became

flesh and dwelt among<us.

of eternal meaning came to the midst of human conflict.

This was a great manifestation of God's love, of his spirit
7

through his son, and in Jesus the people of his day saw.

We

now in spirit realize the warm, tender interest God has in each

I once was lost but ©f us.

The father himself loved us.: Not-that we loveé?God, but
that he loved us and sent his: son.as the salvation for.our sins.
That's what makes love so amazing, so divine, and demands my 1if

and . my souldand my -all: .~

most declsive event

“‘K.T._. e “..J“i‘l " . : ; _":-- £ - » " o
is a gos1t1ve gggglnsure a

defi art _of God
to break through and to meet man's- eeds.

L :
peculate about God in the dark

mysteries of our own im 1nation.

come to earth. He has loved us through all;;%gp and in the

God has bgen hgre God himsel:

He who out of love created us for blessing has
————y

fullness of time became one with us in Jesus Christ:: Christmas

in its most blessed expression is the revelation of God's love. -

To be sure the ,,.

b ey

such as ours is most dii‘gicult for men.to. un@&
m-!!;;,,w [ — e

satalites buszing through the air.
T S ST —

But there is the operation of
the Holy Spirit as in the Book of Hebrews God resorted to many

and various ways to reveal His purposes to man.

Yes, there is something of the spectacular here, but we
must not allow the drama to throw us off the trail to see that

this was God's revelation.



B . 20,6y A-m . Lo, Warne, |

[ will be laserated by the cutting spikes. The hat now [Z

' beats in peaceful slumber will be pierced by a sol . ar.

He who first lay in the will be hanged on a Cross.

Thanks be to God that{Tuke}did nok.ende.there, for this baby

shall begreat and called the son of the Highest and the Lord
7~
 God shall give unto Him the throne of his father David and He
shall reign over the house of Jacob for.evsx. And of His kingdom

there shall be no end. Luke 1:32-33 rom the cradle @9 the

cross; from the cross tgwmm’fhemihroqe. m

is the message of«ghpisi;;ngs.> This is the revelation with its

full meaning. This is what we need to do--come and bow at this

manger and behold our God.

@is,net merely a spectacle;(Christmas s a

:revelation. At Christmas God laid bare his character,ﬁs
-

 purpose for mankind. At Christmas we see this vividly portrayed

in the quality of his mercy, in the nature of his grace, in the
/ o
wonderful incomparable love . No! Christmas is not merely
oo —

spectacle. Christmas, which commerates the‘éirth of Jesus >
Christ--the éniversg‘ikf God's visit in the flesh--can never

be fully comprehended in such transit terms.

The most wonderful and blessed event is the disclosure and
‘unveiling of the almighty God commands as John says it: "The

Word becmme flesh."



