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believe today in only the things we can see, Smell, v.uucn ana LR ' idaiumdes s

axisii. i A ce MW had the unusual habit of
: tippl s lHat every time he met a mg_l__!_.__t_’_oy on the street.
Wnep, asked(‘ihat is real, jour age replles, "That ¥hich you Mpon xea why, he replied, "I mever know but that I may be
cap_put imto a test tube or s bapk YRUSh OF & ’Pwé"%peming to a future president of the United States."
s comment on Gg.briel'? greeting “Hail, Mary , . This deli tory suggests the'question for each

full or grace" was: "What can we make of that? A purse full of (of us at this Christmas time. When you(lookJinto the manger

Sha RSN RS what can we make of the name 'full - of Bethlehem @g_o_w? does Christmas mean to you?

of grace'?"

This morning I may ask you what is the Vmea.ning of Christmas?

puzzles you? You have never dis-

By the same tokefi(e)certainly. d

drama of 1ife: "All the world is a stage and all the men and covered the answer nor do you find inspiration in it? Ljtera-
women merely players. They have their exits and their entrances ture sees it as its greatest subject. But however you may
— e
YR in his time plays. MARY D ot ™ regard the babe of Bethlehem, you cannot ignore Him. In the
e ks th@lls and the actors desert the the world, did ere the birth of a babe to a peasant
>  —
stage, we realize that life is infinitely more than make- woman create such a commosfion as in that hour. Cﬂm@ announce
3 — —
/ »
believe. There must be & substence and not Just a reflection. His birth; énnj}_e_m@sought and kneeled that night at the

cradleaiggg%)lef‘t their studies to bring gifts to Him. A

: . i gan"? Is
Thus we are driven to ingquire dog&.i&% J“A7 @Mw&&d his soldiers to destroy Him. Even his mother

d about this lovely .
it just enough to have a fﬂ’w il and foster father wondered at the mystery which surrounded His

legend, to listen to the grand ﬂ%c and pogtg/z, or is there
7

birth.
some interpretation of this glorious fact of Christmas,

For this little baby was{unlike)any other born of woman.
— Yy —

—

Christmas reveals God's creation! { In the beginning before |Lbiterally, the eter nql ages looked down upon him and here we see

 the dawn of a revelation foretold of His coming. History has

the world was or even an ear to hear or a mind to understand,
TS s

@wgs sepeakine to Himself in His mind and there was & word. | been d.ivid by the hour of Hislix_‘th; men may look upon Him with,

T ———



spec Latiion, deni , or faith; but as you stand in quibtness in . 0 : : vy 1odeg ¥l e Rt
/}3’ B racle)and that's.exa.ctly_?the way Luke describes

the p’re.sence of this stable, the invisible hand of God draws
L, this.

" v T / 7—/
back the swaddling clothes of time to reveal as is stated in

R f
( ; .
Isaiah %0:9 "Behold, you God." L‘ 30, the Word became.human,

- while among us and we actually saw His glog--the ﬁlggy of one

Now t@beautiful and complete account of the birth &8
= > . Who is an only son from his father and he was.full of spiritual

of Jesus is found in the Goswe. At the same time_t_ie _

' blessing and truth,"

gives Some great Brci?f ?or thg birth of Jesus. Luke was a Just & for oartalat Ahe Bl wasy o EIEERER
historian; Sir William Ramse one of the most critical students :
—_— seem sort Oiﬁm when you read about the long
of Luke's writing, declares "Luke a historian of the first rg_k! 3
e et urney. ﬁ%%ﬂuere@ to Galilee to Bethlghem in Judea,
and then

Even where his writings conflict with the official records of {4 y
e QTR e - A4 the unsuccessful o find grol)er shelter for the expectant

the Ro empire, archaeology has confirmed Luke, knowing that | ! ' - PRBTRERGE  tly : ,
oman emplres | ey kit | mother. Then the lowl a.nd ‘humble manger, the heavenly

' ; i AAPTIB
the empire's records were either in error or else incomplete. ‘Q&n d the Judean shepherds, LU

physician--Colossians l:1lh--and therefore a

scientist. As a physician he would from the beginning be
=

l
. ol 'erer of
prejudiced against Ak ik of the virgin pirth. There is [OPRE oL TRzaR NN (Tlight Jdnto Eeypt to escape the wrath of

: the jumpy K
every reason to believe that Luke d with Mary)herself and Jumpy King Herod. Of these things we read from the Scripture
t ' \ at Christmas.

They have some dra.ma to them.

that he traced all of these things accurately; that they were ; i et
# |
not mere csuperstitious, imaginative ideas as some people have
e e T ‘But ‘on the other hand(herd is a revelation, disclosure, th
DS } 4# .

sought ‘to make them. But Luke describes these things mnd tells

lunveilin » the discovm W that was previously hidden

{

us about the story of those he has talked with who were eye lo 5 fine g e, a L S )
P or_unknown to us. Here it means the direct exposure and uncover-
witnesses. There were only two--Joseph and Mg--that he could!ing of ‘the uWimesh and HEEER Aiate do ki as S ;
— e e mind and the
have talked with; you remember in Luke 1:35 "The. Holy. Ghost heart of the individual' ‘'’
shall come upon thee and the highest shall ofergpajow thee." | S




As you read this.long ligt._ of people with all the ir_sorrows

and s:ms, with all their sacrifigss and diM. with
all their defeats and des s, their 2 e and re -=all

of th{ ma;chin&jojethlehem&d to Christma.&. As they march,

I say they give us @ of God's powerrul‘ww\

T —
IV. Christmas reveals God's grace
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merely unmerited fa;gr buty measurably mpréf. I mean this volunf-

Jreaching down to help in every aspect of our life.

vy(God.

Furthermore, it is unable to do for

ourselves. It is at Christmas that we see a manifestation of

the tremendous difference that God through Jesus Christ has
—— e re—

made and continues to make in our lives. All of which is a

e ———

revelation of the nature of the grace of God.

There i{(no philésophical syst«ﬁpresently known to man

that can put any pure reason as to why God should have sent his

son to redeem man.

The nature of God's s what makes Christmas such a

who had taken his

profound reyelation. After the{frod igal Sop

money and wasted it finally ge down and came to himself. Said
: . " £
he ("1 am no longer worthy

Tudandi Hnm’ﬁ:orrechhe was in his human reason. But that

Grace is thus characterised

?’ Then the

i the creation

O oyt AP AWE T AT ey il B

the w

nto t.

’Goﬁ spoke it into existence and without him was not anything

il
{ hﬁ&. thtt was made. g orké. But

This world is God's wor} whereby
f’"llo speaks out Himself andm_the curtains are rolled

w_and we see what daylight has hidden. @a morning t

fdurtuins of light are drawn ags.in and we look down on a world

" ihore are many kinds of works.

of sleeping beauty. We observe here the creation. He was in

the world, indwelling it. We see this prattical value of

truth which we learn that in this nature God has made a

revelation, and th e eternal word
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came into this world ang_aaa1n1sd.in.ﬁhs_szsﬁiiea_ef_i;- This

world as we wee, with Christ in his personality, his body, his

soul, is a reality of God wggg us. This is the word that was

revealed universally. He came unto his own to be the light that

il
Through the centuries, Christ's being in

' lighteth every man.

was made flesh. From that momént the life of a man was God's
) e —

expression of mind to us. It is not that Jesus proclaimed but

what Jesus did--His life, the one perfect word which heard the

Creator's voice. In the éld Testamenbwe read of G_qei_'g_%

in the temple, being the glory of the pillar and the cloud,
—

the New Testament we read His glorious revelations through his

In




Son which was to become thé light that lighted all mgn.

A

IT. Christmas reveals the mercy of Godl Mercy is certainly a il
e S —

heavenly trait. SW::. Any proper definiti%@ _
of the term would naturally include thg_ fact ggaﬁx, not Jjust ‘

emotional pity for mercﬂ does not .=@vit.h feeling sorrowful.
m 5 i

ing of compassion that must be made and translated into being or

sympathy in it, for behold you will discover

e e

. twisted, sinful lives that come before your mind through those

otherwise it beco i A
e e ecomes full and ineffective S ———

SRR

lines.
Mercy is that essential perfection in God ; Xin 2 &
. ': _ : m-..\
pitys and relieves the misery of his cr s. To be sure, N There-.the aged Abrahay ~childless. ' Suddenly he was

this may be seen in connection with the sinful nature man torn,._,fm‘“ﬁi"é'jgm&ﬁto roam the earth, facing death, and the

possesses. God, through His ioving kindness', extinction of his name. - -, o

> —

There was_ , J-you remember that he sygle Fsa 's b:lrth-

God told man that if he sinned he would surelz die; man sinned '
g o T T right; he was at eng;h‘.y_.with his brother he ha,d to leave his

@ ercy, he had compassion on sl Fo wmnyfive enld

: \ native ; and on account of greed
man. Human justice would have demanded that man die, but divine

his own image, but man in his wéakness did that which was evil.

i S i R S

o

| S8 a0k Behol mobher of a sinful, ill-gotten child.
in ogeration. We get a( glimpse).c,f the merciful God at work to |
e e | There wa-a. scarlet woman and prostitube in that

save man from himself and at Christmas time God sends his mercy.

B

l
: line.
|
Thof mercy is not strained; it droppeth as the ‘ ; ; ' : : I g | i
< - e ,5 There was(David-yyou can see beside his life the gloomy
gentle rain from heaven. It was God's active mercy that dropped T
s > o ~7 | shadow of Uriah'a wife as a consta.nt rﬂindcr that his character

upon the world with the birth of Jegus. God visited man and { ‘
5 R <X P e o ‘ had been blighted at.that point and beauty brought low to his

assured him that He did not intend to forget him. /
| kingdom.




IR TR amm——— b oo R L. 4 nmy. Worth‘--nol But he found ewen i

o N
b town_g.g_d_m The Hoy e aTon HoRRERA N /his rank of unworthinegs he was taken into h“
: ———

arrived at the cities outskirts and hitched his horse, jJoined

‘;‘“"‘and embraced, forﬂiv ) and tored t

a en restored to all the rights and
the crowd, and moved toward the downtown section. People lined ’P"‘"‘EIII . °§ Bobbhip”’ Mld 1s what God's Grasesmesiis and. vhat
the sidewalks and enjoyed the festive mood. The boy took his g (Christaas reveals to us.

place among them. Presently down the middle of the m.r.”t (

came uniformed policemen, behind them a w follovcd by

a group of elephants and other circus animals. Then came the

God's grace has revealed in the coming of Jesus his tap-

rootl of Christian virtues,

clowns, and acrobats apd the remaining circus performers. All J Shis ynars wab he Han TaunlEi

were stepping to theW@,m As the procession _persecution of the ‘ea rch., Hiwere often referen-

g
ended, the crowd began to hustig away; the boy found his horse

‘ en? p he recalled those early
and made his way home. Upon his arrival home he handed his : R, ved amid e S5y Wt 2 1an o
fa.‘tf}ua rfthe 'ooin heihad bedp given JEodign THESIN A on——— st - he had assurance that Goa and Jesus Christ had forgiven him,
dlcin't you see theﬂg}gcuj?" The belated son replied, "Yes, O R R Y Gl g cl, AaBty
sawvt}__le CLTEURS DUt didn_'t _*Za"if??gj %e! It...m_t?v of his enemi%s without bitterness toward them. In the very

:
‘center of his heart was the overwhelming sense of God's grace

even at the fair grounds; it came right down the main street. "
" h F 7

I'm afraid that there are many of us who like that boy mistake %in Christ .

" for the maln attraction. We too m n th \ :
? orgel

Paul could never Dy St d: i
tr}.& a.nd the trlte when we could be enjoying the f‘ull _free, | ’ or his dying prayer

fof forgiveness for those wh t .
three-rmg circus. W W b SRS | g e who were stoning him
M—7 .4(’ .‘_,‘ - N
[&w% @it was God's gra.ce that lea.d Jesus to pra.y,

= e

'"Fa‘bher! forgive them for they know not what they do."
f

So it is that at\o

(Christian grag; which reached down, out a.qg_he;my, pure-and
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sweel  Lhe soundoinav. . saved a wretvch llxe e,

now am fomnd; was blind but now I see."’ - o
————————— —— -

That's what makes love so amazing, so divine, and demands my 1lif

There is something eleelheré.'

that I see:

"God so loved the world" that he gave. No matter
”~ 3
what else we might say about Christmas, it is God's love--that

is the one illuminating truth.

ing idea that God is {imited According to this theory there
T . i . .

e cannot do. This

| — S Pl

. ‘/'
are absolutely no restr ons, dead-ends, or
o T R g

There is mothing man can ‘do, has “‘doné; or ever will do

that ccould 'separate himself from the incomparable love of God.

In the human course of evenbs we may understand circum-
stances causing our(E;;I;;zg)to cease loving us or the affectioﬁs
of a husband and a wife, but (got_s)with the love of God.

flesh and dwelt among<

It

= as the word became

ribable

hat this indes

was at

s, Jesus Christ clothed with the emblem

of eternal meaning came to the midst of human conflict.

This was a great manifestation of God's love, of his spirit
[4

through his son, and in Jesus the people of his day saw.

We

now in spirit realize the warm, tender interest God has in each

4 Once was _LOsSL, DUt

. that he loved us and sent his son.as the salvation for our sins.
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and my souldand my all. - -

.@a m&duat another evw it is By A

) o Lo " {

! t ther

most decisive'event

I U A O

is a gos1tive daggégggge a

def of God
to break through and to meet man' eeds.

e about _God in the dark

God has been here; God himsel.

mysteries of our own imggination. n1_here;
h58~23§iﬁfg-9§‘ He who out of love createg)gs for blessing has
come to earth. He has loved us through all time and in the

fullness of time became one with us in Jesus Christ.:  Christmas

in its most blessed expression is the revelation of God's love.

To be sure the ,g,

such as ours is most d

satalites bunzing through the air. But there is the operation of
————le m»ww&—. P

the Holy Spirit as in the Book of Hebrews God resorted to many

and various ways  to reveal His purposes to man.

Yes, there is something of the spectacular here, but we
must not allow the drama to throw us off the trail to see that

this was God's revelation.
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8 in mn;cr will be pierced by OL@_;

o firet lay in tho@will be hanged on a cross.

be to God th&_tw, for this baby

L and ¢ st and the Lord

shall give unto Him the throne of his father D;id and He

r the house of

shall be no end. Luke 1:32-33

cross | from t the throne. Thig .

. And of His kingdom

om the cradl

lessage of Christmas,) This is the revelation with its

1 meaning. This is what we need to do--come and bow at this
anger and behold our God.

1.\: -1- not merely a szectacle,

| ﬁiﬂ' At Christmas God laid bare his character,ﬁs

for mankind. At Christmas we see this vividly portrayed

e

n the quality of his mercy, in the nature of his e, in the
/ »

onderful incomparable lge . No! Christmas is not merely

spectacle. Christmas, which commerates thgé;ﬁh of Jesus)
hrist--the éniversﬂ‘!kf God's yigit in the flesh--can never

gbc fully comprehended in such transit terms.

The most wonderful and blessed event is the disclosure and

e T

liunve:lling of the almighty God commands as John says it: "The

Word becmme flesh."
!
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