SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS
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Ephesians, by many pCOple, is said to be one of Paul's greatest writiugs. He calls

ILA"( 'h-L t’/

himself a prisoner of Jesus Christ. A prisoner of the Lord, V. 1 - Chapter 4. And
-r‘—'—?
an ambassador and bonds - Chapter 6:20. But Paul intended this for the believers.
ambassacor
And he writes a very special message to these readers who are saints. That was the
thing that we discussed - what is a saint, what makes a saint. We could list the
names by which God's people are called -- heligyers, dii;iples, fol{gycrs of the

way, brethren, Chrifﬁ}ans, %Eipts.
—

\/? ‘ Following his greeting in V. 2 - in the of Drave in which he wishes
/;r them grace and peace, Paul expresses his thanksgiving to them. And he offers
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praise and adoration unto these people.

I want us to take out our Mmd look through it - V. 3-14.

And see what he sets forth, as a«?elicver's blessings»in Christ. If you took your
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pencil and(mamed the blessings, it would be tremendous as to what you would find

here. We have been blessed - with spiritual blessings.

V. 3 - lie uses the word 'Wf our blessings.

The @'t_}_x;%g seems to be spiritual as -@. to natural, material, temperal.
e .
llere is @jchildless, landless, Ilolrigl%ss - he e of the blessings of

the latter things. But he must have hadfﬁFoundless wealth. Every kind of

spiritual blessing that he amply abounded in, Every possible spiritual benefit



in Christ.

So we might say, that he peging by talking about spiritual blessings.
-
There i@-- E(ﬁdaa !1e blessed us. In C'P;ist! I he blessed

us -- spiritual blessings.

—

blessed = in I;dven. {ie)blessed u - bef?e the world

was. In whom - in Christ. Ilie blessed us - all Sp/rltual blessings.
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W- and ihe bless us. This is an unusual

expression in the book of Ephesians -- in Heavenly places. In no where else

in the New Testament is this phrase so used, It means the risen Christ has been
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I want us to look atisomezof thesc‘blessinﬁsi—- there is the blessing of

ele%u, V. 4. 0Of pre:gggggjion - V. 5. Of gr - V. 6. Redemption.- V. 7-10.
He/’ri;i.ﬁ -V, 11-12, And wﬁy - V. 13-14, Now the blessings that I am to

receive as a Christian were not bestowed upon me, the sinful, but in Christ the

beloved. I will get to them by getting into Christ and being complete in him., There

is no way that I can share these blessings without being in Christ.

?
he Enew he as i“ﬁd' He replied something like
this. iow do I know that I am saved, I read ia ilii ﬁikle where Jesuys said that

r

W\XOSOQ\(GI beliiii’ in him as his Saviour - he will save hlm. 1 have believed in
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\ﬁ haVe believed in
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Jesus as my Saviour, a(gentleman)kgggg_hig_%g;d. And my Saviour is a gentleman.

The blessings come to us in accordance with an eternal purpose of God.

In conformity of the fact that he hath chgseu,g;. The Scripture says, before

the foundation of the world, and there are two expressions here - have chosen

W for ﬂﬂﬁi iiﬁ The (cllolce! is like Jesus chosmg his

Apostles. It is like the early church chosing hcr ns. It is like the

experience of chosing delegates or the JQJ;us_a.lem_cg&&*—rance.
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Now what - or w. Back /before the foundatlon)of the %

world. God's soverign choiece of us. low far back did he make this choice - Mo gran ""'f o~

before the @ation of the worl @15 not an after-thought with God,
P

Nor was your salvation, before this world was founded - he fore knew everything.

There are M. And you and I were not chosen on the

hasis of human merit but according to his good pleasure.

This is one of the:ﬁiﬁ i)reciousl iomforﬂ'ili ii“i;s that God has given us.

It is a family secret. It is @ for unconverted =e0p1e. For the members of the
household of faith, for \-xlwm@e. And when he passes through the
e i

gates of Heaven, whether the coming of the Lord when he dies, we shall see that we

were chosen in him., Before the foundation of the world.

Now the @ of election has to do with unconverted people.
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God haslncverielected an;one to be ‘os;. But this message has to do with

e\w’ﬁ and take of the water of life freely. Because he has

chosen to do so.

Now, another question -- ! e in chosing us. .

That we sl L B :) before him in love. We as poor sinners,

might be completely cleansed of sin before him.
gL

Now the dqctrine of election is sometimes because peopleéisunderstandi

it. They say that it is forbiding. But the teaching degly

It is indeed a doctrine that at which is of flesh and

causes men to rely solely upon Christ for his final election.

has a complete freedom of choice - and whosoever will may come. DBut

the Doctrine in the New Testament says, he has chosen us.

Rl g o

)1 "blessed us"./ That we were gicked Oiit - God chosing out
@ﬁgm all th%ions to be a channel - to bring salvation to other nations.

It does not imply that those nations not chosen are rejected. Or refuse salvation.

Instead, it says that here is God's plan of salvation.

The word 'Te%%ct" - I Peter 1:2 As if selected from and

by God.
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All of this waqm Before it trﬁiiﬂw - God put
this in the universe. And we are chosen in eternity I. the foundation of the
.~

creation, The root means that we are separated to God, we are dedicated to God.

The in this (choice? is that it looks back to the foundation.

Mﬁw- @ wasn't it right for him to “ﬁn to
b

do it. Now there arem who are @to go to Heaven., They h:_:w@
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dw.' Yet, without holiness, no man shall see the Lord. Illeb., 12:14.
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11, PREDESTIN

Now do not forget that the preceeding verse had the ipp act ) and the

object of it was(mainlv i part, He selected us for

himself., Now, i@ it says he predestined this for\;_s. (@ ﬂﬁ A boundari'

- a limit to mark out the boundary. Or the limit of a place or thing when used of

a person. Howd 2l Byl LWU A.(Ds}fa’xr-,
giBllos Piteln, —Seelde Bunker Ermag
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This means to determine his destiny. It defines before hand. That God has
A ==

determined from eternity that it should be settled this way - that we might be the

adopt hi And this embraces relationship of God with his children. Literally

a plam%ons, is the meaning of this, ) -
I one Pelo A Ll ) M Gan Novee o “.«Aem% Do Cliofd e il fraen.

The choice made by the searching light of God's presence marked out before hand

- it is like the pattern of a drsis. That somebody marks it out. And there is a goal
>
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Better TV Coalition Formed

Conservative Christian activist groups,
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National Federation for Decency, have
el el sl bt e el AL AR
and sexually-suggestive television pro-
EZlails and COMM{iCTwia1S:

Tinder tha hannar of Coalition for Bet-
ter TV, an estimated 100 national and

Jaadb skiimat panras ~lon 4 racmrit ahout

b el sptinuiut “pN BT e
one million volunteers nationwide 10
orisgr davats 8% iy Mictec e an dipros
fanity on TV. The coalition will then
SULTah chatsia ey cesats Cr the hops of
influencing the companies and ad agen-
cies responsibie foi ihc Sifctisiea
terial. ’
Although bilied as a public iniotma-

tion service, the coalition’s survey could
turn into a national boycott of companies
most heavily involved in objectionable
Trazmsming, officials said.
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Donald Wildmon, United Methodist

inister Who| [OUHGE She MNitisad © ot

srotine £or Dapancy. said Americans are

“ready to rebel” over the drastic increase
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lence on TV in recent years. ;
The NED has compiled lists of com-
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and conversely, the “most constructive
piograin sponsors.”

Tha MED glaime a giranlation of come
300,000 church groups for its television
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Falls Creek Clean-up Slated

The first part of April has been de-
clared as clean-up, fix-up week at Falls
Creek Conference Center, Harry K.
Dodd, manager has announced. “We are
asking churches io maxe Speciai eriors
4~ plasw (¢ko orea opound their cabing
between April § and 18,” Dodd, said,
et lo s e st etle e At
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away trash.”
Soda agded thai he hopes churches
will dispose of “all the old water coolers,
bunk beds, refrigeratois anu anyunig
not heing used.”
He noted that the annual auction sale

A€ aewmlig matarisle will ha held Apg‘i‘_ 7

and items W& accepted: for inclusion
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Disaster Falls Around Ray

By Norman Jameson

A movie about Ray Linnen’s life would

he ratadi SR bacsuse of viptanca Vet

the retired tax planner is a gentle W

L8l Weasy

wa elp people.

Disaster falls around Linnen iiKe rain,
but ‘an umbrella of “divine protection”
has shed at least a dozen encounters with

sartain death, When he wa% :
he waited to cross a stre
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a speeding car smashed into the stand,

killing three people. :
At other times in Linnen’s life,

i ] im after he had ieit

exCiwonirplanes he

was sgheduled to be on bug I sey crash-
ed, includitg one that ki a1 people;
and who replaced hi Wich-

ita rafimery diadin a bouersxplosion.

“There’s a time and a place for every-
body’s death,” says Linnen, & MSMOSE
of : : ; ;

en 1Us your time, youu go. It
just hasn't been my time yet.”

Linnen bases his philosophy on the
theory that “the Lord has something for
you to do and he will leave you here
until you do it"

heading home from Wwerk, he saw a#‘k

%is rear view mirror and decided
to skip his usual daily, stop at thedes
mlor 'n“ll. Five minutes r
the deadliest tornado in Kansas history
leyeled ghe ice cream parlor, killing seven
people ‘inside. Swm?ﬂhers were
killeg and 200 injured in the small town.
When Linnen and his wife Virginia
were ing i they
uring a feroclous storm
G peiima noiei roadeide, Minutes later,
floodwaters swept he bridge . khe

Linnens left the steep winding ro2ze of

JANUARY 29, 1981

SRR TEL R

Ray Linnen

the Rockies a few days later. They were
traveling on their i in miles
when ‘‘darned if my bra didn’t go
out” TLinnen recells, Their car rolled
safely to a stop.

Most recenily, Linnen was supposcd
to do some an industrial park
near Wichit e delayed a half hour
to h ho' lives across the
stree i, Bhck in his house the
telephone rang. It was the man he was

supposed to see at the industrial park,
telling him g the area
at the time he was supposed Lo have been
there.

Since Linnen’s story became known
through an Associated Fress feicase in
August, he has appeared on 40 10 45
TV and radio talk shows. He accepts no
appearance fee and will only agree to be
on the show if he is given the opportu-
nity to talk about his faith. i
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Linnen Like Rain W“ﬁ/’

The exposure has oprought him many
ories for heln. He now has a thick folder
of letters and records of telephone calls
érnm peonts who have sought his council.
A lady who was about to commit suicide
JiMad ppdoto'd tim after hearing his
testimony on the radio she was going to
find what te Lord had for her.

“Behind each experience, I've been
0 nelp someons, 5ays Linnen,
“Eyery time I help somebody, I usually
get them out of their problem, but then
I inherit some more.”

Some of Linnen's strange fortunes have
not just saved his life, but have improved
its condition. i i
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might restore his hearing. He drov
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oul ail st
0 . Ui e way, ne just Mads
iﬁm a W\w had jackknifed,
blocking the :
When he got to Oklahoma City there
was an ow and he had the exam
and successful operation that day. He

-Jearned later the gerson who was to have

hesn in hic time slot had been behind
him on the road and couldn’t make it
arousd ihe disabled truck:

. shortly after he had lost every-
thing e had in g wie o doat ke his

pa

his

tract he

that were pr

It wasn’t unti ater

and the man learned he was supposed to’

have gone to an oil management office

arWEmm Linnen’s.
wrteouon a wealth of personal ex-

perience from which to draw, Sunday
school feacher Linien, who utilized ‘2
real skeleton and used the Bible for a
treasure map at youth Haiioween parties,

says, “No one falls asleep in my class.”
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Now @;Td;;EEEIEEQ said, suppose that God - while planning the church had

said, I am going to show by grace that the exceeding riches of my love I shall

make ggllgg_gigig;hmgg though they may be - into beautiful creatures like the

angels are. Every one of these men would accept my son. Will be as beautiful

rre—————

as the angels. Now this would have been wonderful indeed<;:£££)sod goes farther

when he says, I will make redeemed men greater thamn all the angelic hosts.
s i/

He says, I _have marked out a place - and they shall become the adopted children
p =

of Jesus Christ, Ile has given us a place of sonship. We have become members
S

of God's household and joint heirs with him.

i? Expressedly it says, for hii %ood Eleasurea—

ess. He was checking

after spending the night with a man in the wilde
over to see whether it was in working order. The man said to him, preacher,

believe in predestination - and that you will not go and die until your time comes.
—_—,__—4____& SRS = LS

And the preacher said, I'm not worried about my time (jiéﬂit may be the time for
== ) oey

He was going through the wilderness.

one of the wild Indi
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To the glory of his grace, this is certainly something marvelous in which he talks
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about the ultimate end of God's choice to the praise and the glory of his grace.

This(E;;;;;:lo an outpouring of God's grace - that we are made acceptable to the

beloved -- simply by the matter of grace. It is unearned favor that God bLears

L

toward men. - ; T ! — M Eras {

he elected us, he predestined

us to be adopted children that we might by his grace be accepted in the beloved.
\-——-—v—'——'—v

§§B_uﬂlf_worth1 SS, We were 10Y3l955’ unr%gh;eous. We cannot possibly be accepted

in ourselves. MNor by any other person - but here is one of the‘hgx words of

blessings. Wherein he has blessed us.

We love one another because we discern the loveable qualities in our Heavenly

Father. And this he says is according to the fact that he has accepted us and

brought us into his redemption.

Haven't we all been blessed by the grace of God. Ali;;;;;g& had been at a

c}w. A’ came up to him and said, I am glad you came to our church.

lefore you came - I didn't have any love at all in my life - and since you have been
—7 — =7
here. 1ave learned to love both Satan and Gog.
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I do not know whether the grace of God would go that far. But, this is

something of our blessing.

Redenption here is the forgiveness of sins or trespasses. And it denotes a
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releasc that is brought about by Christ. It is like the ransom of a s%ave or a
S—

prisoner of war, It is releasing a man under penalty of death for some crime.

It is setting free of a man from a situation from which he himself was powerless

to literate himself. 1In Christ, we have been delivered from the shackles of sin

- the enslavement of Satan. 7 :

J
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CAlimdr, \Tf et Vi wﬂfiatvud,

Christ's blood. The

Note this - that redem

sacrifice here has in mind the In the 0ld Testament

economy in which that word - and yet Christ came and paid God's price.
EEtre S rothe

And Whatere is - tw That is, sin is a

falling away, a trespass and an accumulation of sinful acts. But now this

.._.—-J—‘;?—\-__-_‘_?'

forgiveness means aisendini ﬂ“i Could there be a greater blessing than to have
o

your sins sent away according to the riches of his grace.

vaw The@ called a cubic and Englishn;en call it
Snglisimen cail Ak

a_foot. But the result is pretty much the same - whether we use dollars, marx,

or francs. These various standards by which we measure things. Hence, Paul said,
tandards

the{unsearchable riches! - in measureable. Unlimited Riﬁﬁr‘ Bouiiliss wealth,

We need to restore this thing concerning the grace and the redemption of God.

To the burning point of God's love, Here is the unrealized wealth. And many

people have never claimed. The ransom has been paid.

@_ﬁ was like buyin aélave on the market. The Lord_boug i
ying L 3 e Lord_bought us from sin.

It was like buying out of a slave market to buy off - to buy off one's self - never

-~
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to be put up for sale again. Again, it was to liberate one by ransom - to set him

free. Redemption is said to be through his blood. His blood on the cross.

W“’
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Do you see in this way how God blessed us.

M&f awmaww Sndland. %é‘m
. e-—( aLaﬂWdW_w U/"——-C/ W
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afﬂa—m M
@- Tells us that it was gord than enough to nd to_keep for time Wm‘?
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and eternity. Every sinner that comes to God in Jesus Christ. Here is the word :2;:j-j
—
abound. It means additional gifts. That will come,. dlhxt

L@ The m;;te;‘ﬁof this redemption is hidden from human reason. Finally

revealed that it refers to the secret - The Gospel. God's eternal purpose, a mystery

which he included to his good pleasure.

That means to be well off - delight, gnd satisfaction. Now we come to V‘.

0 - the word dispensatiii)here meanstgggégiﬁzzggiggip It means God's dealings. The
N

carrying out of God's purpose. The fulfillment of the times. Gal. 4:4, The point

of time completes a long period. The purposes of God is ripe and the season is right

- it is time to pluck the fruit. So at the appointed time - God sent forth his son

—————

and all the times and seasons had been fixed by the authority of God. Everything in
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Heaven and earth sums up in Christ - that he might gather in one., Literally

head up in all things in that 10th verse.

V. IHER C -V -

We read in these verses that we have obtained an inheritance - that it was

according to his purpose. Actually we were had a share

in the inheritance. So each believer becomes a partaker of the Heavenly inheritance
A Sl e

which Christ has secured for his people.
.4,,& 7

In whom also we were made a heritage, we read. It means that we become

Cod's heritage. drrn-rﬂ 'V/:dy:'a_ - Z’ﬁ’w 'T'/h-—-ﬁ)’(f

(ﬁeut. 32:9 o Israel was a Pimﬂﬂa%(%d- And now he is declaring

the part which believers have with Christ. It is described by Peter as incorruptible.

That ossesses @iches) in glory by reason of who he is. The Son of the

eternal God.

And W - Takes pride in the position that here we have special privileges.

The aim is rather to end that through believers. Observe the word "we who" in the
-—-_-—_—-
mind of Judas believers whose hope was fixed upon a Messiah before he came and who

accepted him and received him.

VI, SECUR%%‘— 3
: This no doubt will be as far as we'll be able to get concerning the spiritual
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blessings in this chapter, at this time. But notice here, the blessings that are

listed in V._ S-EET\ It says, you weregg;;ﬂghuﬁth1he Holy Spirit of promise.

And in V. 14 - until the redemption is complete. Until the earnest, here is a figure

of the Holy Spirit, which is a legal term, a cémmercial term. Who has made the

(iaown paymenﬁ)and the Spirit has pledged that the Christian will one day have complete
C e

e ———
redemption. Here is the finishe m and it is rendered as secure because
edemption.

of its ownership. It has been sealed unto the day of redemption., It has been

purchased as a possession. Now understand this is referring to God's people, as they
come to complete redemption, The sealing of the Holy Spirit is that of ownership.

Ithich we have.

t doth not yet appear

what you shall be. When you shall be unwrapped one day into eternal life. This will
be the matter security which Paul is talking about here.
7

- Mln Md, driving along in a buggy, he met

a_young man that he had seen at church that day. Ile _asked about him, ThM
said, s i With the beautiful grounds around it, It belonged

to that young man's father. Ilis EW because of W
Iloﬁand his“\das left without any means of support - and went to th%

h - T‘hiﬁmowevcr, was a hw&wr. He determined to bthe

and the estate which he did. He purchaiii it and took his mow - and he is

a Christian man. And he attends the meetings that we conduct.
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The wages of sin we know is death. But by the dying of Christ - there is

life.

A W/.scrving in tho the soldiers - Scripture

Reading Association.<:££;§£>the eternal security of the believer. He received
= —

an answer in about M

Fir%x, someone has to break the seal of the ownership. Which made us

God's purchased possession. Eﬁh' 1:13-14,

Second, someone has to p{EEE_EE_EEE_gﬁ_ghg_h%Bﬁ of God himself, {ohn Eoiiﬁ!
e e

Third, someone has to cast out the indwelling spirit of God. Cor. 3:16.
- -5 —

John 14:16.

Fourth, someone has to separate us from the love of Christ. ‘iﬂﬁl 8:13-39.
L 7

Fifiﬂ' someone has to get into Heaven and erase the believer's name from the

lamb's book of life. Luke 10:20. Phil. 4:3, Rev. 20:15, 21:27,
—_— pe—=——— i b o

oint. As a believer, we have the

privilege of knowiﬁégbdd personally. God will give us strength to live the daily




Christian life.

The things that we have been talking about are mosg éreéiousito the believer,
1 r
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